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EIGHTH’ peop le, including 
an MPJ are under police pro- 
tection after the accidental 
publication of the names and 
addresses of informants who 
helped police investigating the 
racist murder of Stephen 
Lawrence. 

At least seven families from 
south-east London have asked 
Greenwich Borough Council, 
the local authority, to rehouse 
them because they fear as- 
mlt and intimidation. One 
'has already been moved, 
while another has received 
hate mail. Scotland Yard has 
also helped to rehouse an un- 
known number of informants. 

The disclosure came as the 
only police officer to face dis- 
ciplinary action for his role in 
the Lawrence ddbacle ap- 
peared at a hearing yesterday. 
Detective Inspector Benjamin 
Bullock, who was second-in- 
command of the murder in- 
vestigation, is accused of seven 
counts of neglect of duty. 

In an extremely unusual 
move, Stephen's parents, 
Neville and Doreen Lawrence, 
and their solicitor; Imran Khan, 
were allowed to attend the pre- 
liminary hearing of the tri- 
bunal, held in south London. 
“?But Mr Khan was refused per- 
* mission to sit through the foil 
hearing and address the disci- 


By Jason bennetto 
and Ian Burrell 

plinaiypanel. MrKban said he 
was considering applying for 
a judicial review of the decision 
to bar him. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until 21 June to give Det Insp 
Buflock and his lawyers time to 
prepare their defence. 

The publication last week of 
Sir William Macpherson's in- 
quiry into the police investiga- 
tion of Stephen’s murder was 
seriousty marred by the acci- 
dental inclusion in the report’s 
appendices of 40 names and ad- 
dress of police informants. 

Hundreds of copies of the re- 
port were circulated, including 
some copies to representatives 
of the five white men suspect- 
ed of carrying out thekOKng, the 
media, and the public. Mary of 
the named informants lived on 
an estate linked to the five 
men accused of the murder 

.Vfesterday the full repemis- 
sions began to emerge. Apart _ 
from the faraity that has already 
been moved, five others are in 
the process of switching hous- 
es, and two more have asked to 
be relocated outside the bor- 
ough. Other residents have 
asked for improved security 
for their homes. 

Clive Effort!, the local 


Labour ME is among those 
being given extra police pro- 
tection after befog identified as 
a potential target. He told 
BBC Radio 5 Live; ^The police 
are keeping a dose eye on peo- 
ple they consider to be vulner- 
able in the area and as 
someone who has a high profile 
here they are paying attention 
to me as well" 

Harcourt Alleyne, Green- 
wich's director of racial equal- 
ity, said: “There are many 
people who are fearful at the 
moment because their names 
might have been released, ac- 
cidentally albeit, but they have 
reason to have fears for their 
safety and that of their children 
and others.” 

Lewisham Race Equality 
Council said yesterday that ru- 
mours were sweeping the area 
of further racist attacks fay 
gang s from the Ffltham area. 

Increased activity by far- 
right extremists has also been 
detected outside London. In 
Swindon, British National Rarty 
activists have been trying to 
exploit people's fears over 
the arrival in their midst of 
refugee families. 

A spokesman for Search- 
light the anti-fascist organisa- 
tion, said many far-right groups 
were terrified of proposed gov- 
ernment crackdown on racism. 
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/ Archer’s son sacked after 
~ shares investigation 
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by Paul lashmar 

JAMES ARCHER, the son of the 
millionaire novelist Lard Arch- 
er, has been sacked from his top 
City job amid allegations of im- 
proper share dealing. Itvo man- 
agers of the flamboyant trading 
. team nicknamed “the Flaming 
jBerraris” were also sacked by 
the City bank. Credit Suisse 
First Boston, yesterday. 

Mr Archer’s bosses, David 
Crisanti, 34 and Adrian Ezra, 31, 
were dismissed after an inves- 
tigation by the bank into share 
dealing by 24-year-old Mr 
Archer. Mr Ezra and Mr 
Crisanti were not involved in 
the deals, which took place in 
December, but the bank was 
concerned about the way they 



Archer: improper dealing 


had supervised Mr Archer In 
a statement yesterday, CSFR, 
based in Canary Wharf, east 
London, said that the three 
men “have been dismissed for 
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RUC 'collusion' allegation 

Fresh claims of links between 
security forces and loyalists 
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University admission 

/ • ymh ridge said its selection 
process was intimidating 

Home P5 


Denning dies, aged 100 

Lord Denning, former 
Master of the Rolls, dies 

Home P5 

Banana Wars crisis 

A special meeting of trade min- 
isters on banana wars 
Foreign PI 3 


cause, following the completion 
of our internal investigation”. 

External investigations are 
also underway and the Swedish 
stock exchange is expected to 
complete its inquiry next week. 

Mr Archer will lose his share 
of £5m in bonus payments. 

At the centre of the investi- 
gations are claims that Mr 
Arches; in one day aggressive- 
ly sold £600,000 shares in Stora, 
a wood pulp company and one 
of Sweden's biggest firms, in an 
attempt to drive down the value 
of the Stockholm market index. 

It is claimed that Mr Archer 
intended then to make profits by 
trading in the futures market - 
realty a fonn of gambling on the 

future value of shares, com- 
modities and stock markets. 


Mass graves inquiry 

Sri T^nkan government will 
hold inquiry into mass graves 

Foreign PI 4 

Dole refused entry 

Yugoslavia refused entry visa 
to Bob Dole, ex-US Senator 

Foreign PI 5 
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US markets soar 
The US stock market hit 
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Colin Jackson struck gold in 
world indoor championships 
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Secret deal 
gave free 
house plus 
£lmillion 
to Venables 


DETAILS EMERGED last night 
of a secret multi-million pound 
deal with the former England 
coach Terry \fenables to bring 
him to a struggling First Divi- 
sion dub. 

With Crystal Palace facing fi- 
nancial ruin, it was disdosed 
that he received a package 
worth millions to lure him to the 
chib he quit last month as head 
coach. A leaked letter by the for- 
mer chief executive Jim 
McAvoy, also claims the dub 
could not afford Mr Variables’ 
deaL Mr McAvoy says in the let- 
ter to other chib directors that 
the contract included: 

■ A tax-free salary of £750,000 
(worth £lJm); 

■ A £650,000 house, with Mr 
Venables retaining the equity 
interest in the property; 

■ A £20,000 relocation fee; 

■ A one-off fee of £135,000 for en- 
tering into negotiations with the 
dub chairman, Mark Goldberg; 

■ Options on 5 per cent of afi 
dub shares; 

■ A 5-per-cent bonus on savings 
from toe £l0m transfer budget 

In the letter Mr McAvoy says 
the nature of the deal had been 
brokered by Mr Goldberg - a 
fan of Crystal Palace since his 
schooldays - because of per- 
sonal pride. “Eariy on in the dis- 
cussion Mark made the 
astonishing statement that he 
didn’t want anyone to think 
that he couldn’t afford Terry 
Venables,” he says. 

Mr McAvoy adds that des pite 
his position with the dub, he 
was kept out of negotiations be- 
cause he had started to ques- 
tion the contract Mr Goldberg 
was drawing up for the former 
England coach. From there 
onwards he and the rest of the 
dub’s directors had to deal 
with Mr Venables' agent 
Details of the deal come 
agains t a hankrir np of c risis at 
the south London dub, strug- 
gling mid-table in the First Di- 
vision. Administrators were 
called in this week to sort out 
its debts of more than £20m. 

It is understood that of the 
£20m, £5m is owed in out- 
standing transfer fees. 

Mr McAvoy says the Ven- 
ables deal put Crystal Palace in 
“an impossible situation”. “The 
aims and objectives of the head 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 
and Nick Harris 



Venables: Lured to club 

coach and chairman were in. .. 
conflict with the needs and 
obligations of the company.” 

Mr Venables was recruited 
to the club as head coach at the 
end of last season. During his 
brief tenure he oversaw a series 
of transfer deals designed to 
strengthen the squad, whose 
value for money have been 
questioned. One player, Craig 
Moore, bought from Rangers 
for £800,000, is being paid 
£13,000 a week, a figure unheard 
of apart from at a handful of 
Premiership dubs. 

In his letter Mr McAvoy crit- 
icises the way new players 
were brought to the dub, and 
specifically agents’ fees. “The 
manner by which players were 
being identified, brought to the 
dub on trial and negotiations 
with agents handled was com- 
pletely unprofessional and cer- 
tainly not following the process 
laid down by the board,” he 
says. “The dub spent more 
than £lm in fees to agents. I 
have no doubt we were seen as 
an easy touch, the new bqys and 
naive." 

Last night a spokesman for 
Mr Venables said: “The current 
problems feeing Crystal Palace 
have nothing to do with Terry 
Variables." Mr Goldberg said: “I 
am not interested at all. Jim 
McAvoy is just causing trouble.” 

The disclosures last night 
caused more anguish among 
fans. Laurie DahL editor of the 
fanzine Palace Echo, said: “Mr 
Venables is more interested in 
silver than silverware.” 

How £20m was lost page 11 
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6 l found Mary - 1 feel I must indulge in this Anglo version of the tutoiement - to be 
as I’d anticipated: warm, engaging, quick to laugh at both herself and the world, 

and absolutely devoid of any self-pity or indulgence. 5 
'Will Self talks to the Government’s moral consultant Baroness Wamock 



THE BEST-WRITTEN SUNDAY PAPER IN BRITAIN, FEATURING AN WILSON, ALAIN^DE 
JEREMY CLARKE, BRIAN VINER, JOAN SMITH, GILBERT ADAIR, MICHAEL 



Steve Bennett celebrating the launch yesterday 


Rocket dream 
takes off over 
the Mersey 


A FORMER toothpaste techni- 
cian said he believed his team 
was (m course to blast a human 
being into space after the 
launch of a 14ft rocket called ' 
The Tempest 
Steve Bennett was speaking 
yesterday after the successful 
tift-off near the coast of Mersey- 
side of his latest craft 
Blustery winds threatened to 
disrupt take-off at the Altcar 
Military Range, in Hightown, 
but at 10.17am the 50lb rocket 
roared into the skies. 

It took about 18 seconds to 
reach an altitude of around 
3,000ft before landing safely by 
parachute 12 seconds later on 
the beach by the side of the 
River Mersey. 

After the successful launch 
Mr Bennett, a father-of-two, 
Grom Dukinfield, Greater Man- 
chester; said: Tm on top of the 
world. Sty space dream is no 
longer pie-in-the-sky. 

“I have dreamt about mo- 
ments like this for aD my Q& and 
this is what keeps me going 
through all the difficult times." 

His wife, Adrienne, said the 
team now had its sights on the 
$10m (£6 25m) prize on offer 
from the X Prize Foundation in 
St Louis, Missouri. 

She believes Mr Bennett 
could be the first non-govern- 
mental boty to launch a person 
60 mites into space and said she 


By Maria Bresun 


was sure her husband would 
want to be in the driving seal. 

“He’s not the nutter people 
make him out to be,” said Mrs 
Bennett “The team is looking 
at the year 2003. We will have 
to see who goes up but I sup- 
pose it is his ultimate dream.” 

The success of TheThmpest 
was a Gar cry from the team's 
escapades less than 12 months 
ago when their Starchaser 3 
rocket crashed and exploded in 
a mass of flames on a Dartmoor 
Military Range. 

Lessons were learnt from 
last year’s disaster with quali- 
fied first aiders, and firefighter 
on stand-by. 

Although a replacement for 
his doomed creation is almost 
reaty to fly Mr Bennett’s aim 
was to find a suitable launch 
rite and landing area for high- 
altitude research rockets. 

The craft, made of advanced 
composite materials and filled 
with three computers and two 
parachutes, accelerated from 
0-700mph in just five seconds. 

The assault on the skies 
cost the team £4,600 with an in- 
surance premium of £600 pro- 
ducing cover of up to £1,000,000. 

Mr Bennett is looking for 
suitable rites for the launch of 
Starchaser 3a winch he hopes 
to launch later this year. 
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FORECAST 


Gownl tltiiatlon: Northern and eastern Scotland will be cold and breezy with 
a lot of cloud and occasional showers, wintry over the hills. Western Scotland 
and Northern Ireland will also have a cold wind and scattered blustery showers. 


but there win be better sunny spells. England and Wales will have early frost, fol- 
lowed by sunshine and showers Most ot the showers will be in the west with 
hril-snow. although cloud and patchy rain will drill down across parts of northern 
England and the north Midlands. 

London. SE A Cent S England, S Midlands: Any earty ram and Sleet showers 
in (he eastern fringes will men away to leave a mostly dry day with cloud 
breaking to allow some sunny intervals. A light souto-vresi wind, turning north- 


breaking to allow some sunny in 
weSL Max temp 6-9C 143-48F). 


mr — ’ Is, sw England. S Wales: Rather cold with sunny spells and showers. 
Mot of the showers wilt be over coasts and hills exposed to the moderate 
north-west wind Max temp 5-7C (41.45F). 


N Wales. NW England, N Midlands, Lake Disc, brio of Man: A bright start 
with sunny spells. Out tvrmnc more cloudy with a few showers breaking out. 
Max temp S-8C JM-i&F). 

NB «=-*■*—*- * * Com N England, E Anglia: Mostly cloudy and cMliy with 
o ccasio nal rain and hill-sleet, especially near the coasts. A moderate north wmd. 
Max temp 5-7C (&t-u5F). 


Edabwet. Aber deen . SE A HE Scotland, N Utu Cold with a lot of cloud 
and showers, wintry over the Wlls. A brisk north wind. Max temp 6-7C (39-ASF). 


Glasgow. SW * NW Scotland. W Isles, K Ireland: A cold but bright day with 
sunny spells and a few ram. hail or sleet showers, mostly near north- fating 
C fr irttv A brisk north wmd. Max temp 5-8C (41 -ASF). 


OUTLOOK 


Tomorrow wiD be rather cold again with showers in many eastern counties, but 
the west will be Quite bright. On Monday, rain and strong winds will push stowty 
northwards across southern Britain, but Scotland will be mostly dry and cold 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Gram Man Roundabout, 
Laytoratane. Major naflwxte on new 
Mil tak road Una 31 S Dwambor. 
Bristol: M5 JIB- 19 Major Bo jtfuoric on 
AvonmouCh Bridge. Unto 23rd Juno 3001. 
■W w w fcks ti lty . ifa Bctwxsn Jio Tanvuonh 
services and Jfi Sunon CoWlfcld 
Roadworiia and comraltaw. Una 23rd Aprfl. 
South Yor kshir e: Ml BahnwnJ3ATinslcy 
Viaduct (AfilQSl & J34 Tretgy Vuriua 
(AS 1781. ShdMA. Carriageway is reduced 
IP two ianos southbound. UnU 21ai 
November 2000. 

Gloueeetoreltlre: A40 Lan&oown Rd. 
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RUC help’ 


THE GHOST of an old contro- 
versy - the allegation of secu- 
rity force oolluskm with loyalist 
assassins - resurfaced yester- 
day at the worst possilde time 
for the RUC. 

With the future of policing 
subject to a fundamental review 
by the for me** Hong Kong gov- 
ernor Chris Patten, North er n 
Ireland's police have been con- 
corned to prpject the best pos- 
sible image to theworid- Botin 
a BBC interview a seniar mem- 
ber of the illegEd Ulster Defence 
Association, Bobby Philpott, 
h as claimed the organisation 
received largeamounts of doc- 
uments from members of die 
RUC, Anqy and Ulster De- 
fence Regiment 
•' “I was getting that many 
rirvn impute that I didn't know 

where to put them,” Mr Ftrilpctt 
told veteran reporter Peter 
Taylor in an interview, to be 
broadcast tomorrow night in 
the television series Loyalists. 

The RUC Chief Constable Sir 
Ronald Flanagan responded 
by saying that his officers would 
' interviewMr Philpott, who was 


Bv David McKrrraiCR 
Ireland Correspondent 


recently released from prison 
after serving a sentence for 
attempted murder 

Sir Ronnie said: “These 
allegations are not new. They 
were thoroughly and vigorously 
investigated fry John Stevens, 
who found no evidence of RUC 
coHusaon.” Mr Stevims was a se- 
nior British police officer who 
produced a report on collusion 
some years ago. 

Political reactions to the 
interview varied. Sinn Fein 
president Gerry Adams called 
for a full independent inquiry 
into MrPhflpotfa nteim* say- 
ing he had raised such issues 
withTonyBlaic 

- He S£dd:'“The isstie of collu- 
sion is an open secret Every- 
body, knows it ,We *bave 
hundreds of people who have 
been widowed, who have been 
made otphans, because of this 
poUcy of collusion.” 

The Rev Ian Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionist Party dis- 
missed the claims as; “sheer 


unadulterated nonsense", say- 
ing that the RUC had been put 
“under even greater threat as 
a result of these senseless and 

stupid remarks". 

David Ervine of the Pro- 
gressive Unionist Party, and 
himself a forma* loyalist pris- 
oner, said Mr Fiulpott’s com- 
ments were “something of a 
Walter Mitty-styie statement”. 

Mr Ervine added: “At best 
it’s a massive exaggeration 
and I fear it feeds into the 
republican mentality that loy- 
alism can only exist at the 
acquiescence of the SAS.” 

Alex Attwood of the nation- 
alist SDLP said: “I don’t think 
nationalists will draw any great 
conclusions from what Bobby 
philpott says but I do think it 
places an onus on the Govern- 
ment to respond to the Pat 
Finncane aSain' 

Tins was a reference to the 
1989 loyalist' kflfing of a Belfast 
solicitor; Pat Finucane. Last 
rrwnfVi more Ifo" a thousand 
local and international lawyers 
ogned a petition calling foran 
investigation into his death. 
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"Tempesf taking off at Altcar military range, Merseyside, yesterday Martin Rickett 


DOWNING STREET has ordered 
dvfl servants in all Whitehall de- 
partments to make more effort 
to “sefl” the Government’s poli- 
cies to the public. 

A memorandum by Alastair 
Campbell, Thny Blair’s press 
secretary, warns departments 
that the impact of successful 
policy announcements is being 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


YESTERDAY l| 


THE WORLD 


LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


BelTast 6.09pm to 7.00am 

Birmingham 5.55pm to 6.41am 

Bristol 539pm to 6.43am 

Olxx go w 6.01pm to 6.54am 

London S.49pm to 634am 

Manchester 5.55pm to 6.44am 

Newcastle 5 -5 1pm to 6.43am 


torttwc Ides or Sdlty 7C (45F) 
C oWss t (dng)i Altnaharra 3C (37F) 
WxttniL Brotcon ISO mm 
SmiU mb Dundnim 33 hrs 
For 34hrs to 2pm Friday 


HIGH TIDES 
AM HT 

AtHBoMi 9.35 12S 
Cork 801 43 

n — m yor t 737 5.3 

Dooor 1.15 6.6 

Dun Laogtuif* 135 33 

ftenxMtti 738 5.1 

Gr oo n oe fc 3.02 33 

Hmteb 203 3.9 

Holgtead 1231 53 1 

HoO (ARmrt Ok) 8,42 B.4 

»n*s Lyra 8.47 63 

Latth 5.01 53 

Ifmrp oo l 134 9A 

Mflfotxl Kano a 36 6.7 

MoMquf 739 6.7 

Porxttad 9.18 13 

133 43 

PwSben 1037 4.7 1 

Scart>arougti 631 5.4 

nidi 134 3.3 

Hefgftf measured fn metre-s 


PM HT 
9.51 12.5 
R17 43 
&15 5.1 
139 6.3 
139 4.0 
7.46 43 
256 33 
202 3.7 
1246 5.4 
832 83 
a 48 6.6 
5.32 53 
139 9.0 
a 52 6.4 
7.45 6.5 
934 1.7 
1.43 4A 
10.43 4.5 
6.41 5.5 
1.48 34 


AIR QUALITY 

Today’s readings 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotia ad 
N Ireland 


NO, SO, 

Moderate Good 
Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 

Good Good 


SUN ft MOON 


Son rbar 06.36 
Sob hck 17.49 
Moon rises: 2 2 .24 
Eicon sefc« 0832 
Laic quarter lom Mann 


□ 



Sub 

Rata 

Mu 


hrs 

mm 

•c 

T 

Aberdeen 

03 

5.8 

5 

41 

Anglesey 

0 

7.1 

6 

43 

Awemore 

1.7 

113 

3 

37 

Belfast 

1.6 

0.5 

7 

45 

Birmingham 

1.4 

3.0 

6 

43 

Bournemouth 

1.5 

13 

9 

48 

Bristol 

1.3 

23 

9 

48 

Buxton 

1.0 

13 

4 

39 

Cardiff . 

1.2 

0.5 

9 

48 

Clacton 

1.9 

0.5 

7 

45 

Cromer 

1.9 

1.5 

6 

43 

Mnburgh 

0.5 

1.5 

6 

43 

Ex mouth 

2.1 

33 

7 

45 

FHhguanj 

0.4 

8.6 

S 

41 

FoUteseone 

1.3 

8.4 

8 

46 

Glasgow 

Hasthgs 

03 

0.4 

3.6 

123 

7 

9 

45 

48 

Howe 

0 

2.0 

8 

46 

hfe-oP-man 

0.8 

4.6 

6 

43 

tee-or-w^K 

- 

2.0 

7 

45 

Jersey 

33 

153 

9 

48 

Kendal 

0 

23 

6 

44 

Leeds 

13 

6.6 

6 

43 

Lerwick 

7.5 

1.0 

4 

•39 

Urtlehampton 

03 

3.0 

7 

45 

London 

0.6 

23 

a 

46 

Lowestoft 

2.2 

1.0 

8 

46 

Manchester 

0.7 

. 1-8 

6 

43 

Margate 

0 

3.0 

7 

45 

Morecambe 

1.5 

33 

6 

43 

Newcastle 

0.1 

25.9 

5 

41 

Newquay 

3.0 

6.1 

7 

45 

Norwich 

0.9 

03 

7 

45 

Oxford 

2.6 

2.8 

7 

45 

Ross-on-wye 

2.6 

1.8 

7 

45 

Sj keen be 

- 

- 

- 

. 

Scarborough 

- 

• 

- 

- 

Shrewsbury 

1.5 

0.5 
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lost because voters are not 
befog told that the programme 
is working. 

The Opposition claims that 
Mr Campbell's report provides 
further evidence that Labour 
has “politicised" the Whitehall 
machine and breached the rules 
on neutral af&dals carrying out 
party political tasks. The Tories 
will protest to Sir Richard Wil- 
son, the Cabinet Secretary. 

The edict firam Number 10 
emerged in foe annual review 
of tire performance of White- 
hall's press officers carried out 
by Iffifee Granatt head of the 
Government Information and 
Communications Sendee. 

Mr Campbell told the re- 
view that there bad been 
progress m the past six months, 
with better strategic planning, 
closer co-ordination and min- 
ister more willing to appear cm 
television andnufio. Buthe said 
there was a need for “greater 
follow through”. 

The initiative reflects grow- 
ing fears in the Government that 
Labourwffl be judged at the next 
general election on whether it 
has delivered its pledges to im- 
prove pubhc services. 

But critics of Mr Blair’s “con- 


trol freakery” will see the move 
as an attempt to impose Down- 
ing Street’s slick media man- 
agement foroughout WhitehalL 

Roc Davies, the former Welsh 
Secretary who resigned last Oo- 
tobec said yesterday he was 
often kept in the dark by other 
departments when he was in the 
Government He sometimes 
only learnt of new measures 
“over my cornflakes 5 ' when cab- 
inet colleagues spoke on the 
BBC Raifio 4 Today programme, 
te said m a speech to Cardiff. 

Mr Davies said the Welsh As- 
sembly would allow Whies the 
freedom to act on devolved 
matters with no “policy over- 
ride” from London. 

The Opposition will indude 
foe report in a dossier to the 
Cabinet Secretary. It will also 
protest to ministers over the 
ousting of press secretaries; 
foe sp«jcfingof£8mon opinion 
polling; a 35 per cent increase 
m the Goverx&nenfs advertising 
budget to £8Gm and the setting 
up of a media-monitoring unit 

A Cabinet Office source in- 
sisted there was “nothing un- 
toward” in the edict An order in 
council was approved after the 
1997 general election allowing 
Mr Campbell a political ap- 
pointment, to ask dvfl servants 
to cany out certain tasks. 
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Uganda survivor 
returns home 


THE WORLD 

Ldoud* (Mr. UuL tuiur, I 


YESTERDAY 


WEATHERLINE 


Far rile biesi forecasts (Sal 0*91 3009 
toiowed oy ike iwo ckjgrs ftr your «rea. 
Source: H« Met. Office. Cite derged at 
50p per rrin [toe VAT) 


Rain or 
SHINE... 


Chaltanhain. Closed duo to roadworks 
rtxund Drecreloran placo Urtfi Isl June. 
CoJUltrim: A1 Kingsway. Durmurray. 
Roadworks, various long restrictions. Und 
1st August 

Oetbyaiiha: AB Between Daby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shadtow Rood 
RounOalxkiL East of AJvaston. Contraflow 
tor work on now ASfl. Untfl 15ttl Octoter. 
AARoaAwacett Cull 0336 401777 for 
toe ixest loud and rwtwnaJ traffic new. 
Source: The Auromothle Association. Calls 
charged ar 50p per mm (inc VAT). 



UKRAINE, BATTERED by floods 
last yean; was hitby forth® fis- 
aster yesterday when mettfog 
snows and heavy rain left more 
than 230 homes flooded. 

Officials in the western 
Ukrainian region of Zakarpat- 
tia issued flood warnings as 
river levels continued to rise 
and also warned that there was 
an increased risk of avalanch- 
es on the region’s mountain 
slopes. Floods killed 17 people, 
and destroyed more than 2,000 
, houses last autumn. 


■t T 
c t 34 
I t 23 73 
c »<£ 
in 4 39 
r 16 61 
> 20 68 
I 22 72 
3 19 65- 
f 32 90 
C 22 12 
r 6 43 
c -II 13 
C 13 55 . 
f 10 SO 
c B 46 

A 16 61 
St 5 41 
I tSH. 
5 24 75 
I 25 77 
C -3 27 


an »*Wtli Sgre. noon 

Y t 

tain Laapnrc 32 90 
Uta c 11 52 
L«*X» c 31 W 
Uma s 27 81 
Ufban fll 11 53 
taMagnW c 16 El 
tafetf ( 84S 
■Dora I 15 59 

rabp r 16 ei 
i IS 56 

tata t 31 « 

■mb 5 32 90 

— raw > c 21 70 

■taco OCy f 2t 70 


ie f 

tatStaq i 19 66 
tawt : . r S 41 
OMSK * 4 IS 
toytjw* C -2 28 
BnW f )9 66 
Mo*4li C 28 82 

s 21 10 
tat f 14 57 
Swr Fra f II 57 
9ratat« s 24 75 
Sml a 10 50 
S 30 86 
tatfnl I 19 66 
lUUMM * C 31 88 
stntas son 


7 45 HonglMI * 25 77 


IklitiWM s 2984 l UBta 

BwrtoRrt c 17 63 JakarB’ 
BtaptK t 13 55 lata 
Bobos Nnsl 29 84 I wra 
Cairo s 73 73 JaWtat* 
rUfi si* -10 14 KaneN 

GraTbwa C 25 n B a tata 
bass ( 31 81 no* 
Oxuttara c 14 SI KkgMi 


HE SHOULD have returned to 
hfoifoiuty cherishing memories 
of a trip of lifetime, but yester- 
day Gary_ Tappenden came 
home after, surviving the hor- 
ror of foe Uganda massacre. 

Mr T&ppenden, 28, was re- 
united wifo his paraiis after fly- 
ing to Gatwickairport at 5A6am 
cm a British Airways flight from 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

He bad travelled to Uganda 
for an adventure holiday with 
fellow Briton Martin Friend, 
.who became one- of the four 
Britons among the eight West- 
erners murdered by a band of 
interahamwe Hutn militia 

Mrl fo ip enden and fog fat her 
Robert, who met him at the air- 
port. arrived at thefiamityhcxns 
in Hayes, Kent, just before 
7am. As they pulled into the dri- 


By Gary Finn 




veway his mother; Pearl came 
out to greet them. 

Robert Tbppenden said: “Vfe 
are all very glad to have Gary 
home: Gary is very t raumati sed 
... He is obviousty relieved and 
■pleased to be home. He is very 
distraught at foe loss of his 
mate and other friends.” 

. The Britons who died were 
Steven Roberts, 27, from Edin- 
burgh, Joanne Cotton, 28, from 
Essex, Mr Friend, 24, firam Or- 
pington. Sent, and Mark Lind- 
gren, 23, from St Albans, 
Hertfordshire. 

A three-member team of 
Scotland Yard detectives ar- 
rived in Uganda yesterday to 
help local investigations into 
the murder of foe right tourists. 
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Lloyd Webber with his muse, Sarah Brightmau 


Frank Wlldhorn^fiamduS over there bflt hhHiOwti ovfer here^plans to bring^^e of bis Oc^ Wfebbei^styie musicals to London 

(iV- -..-c W* Jn Ju . -...i »•'■ *. 


,jv- -f* -t* Ai jw. -<j . -~e 

THE CRITICS sneer at him; the BY’EW^n^ tl^TER' ; 

‘r§bBc adore him. Audiences go Arts News Editor 

droves to his musicals," ; " 


Custom-built theatres 

Lloyd Webber A warning for 
Wlldhom here. Lord Lloyd- 
Webber had three custom- 
built theatres for his shows in 
Europe. But audiences for the 
same show are finite. Two have 
gone bust. 

Wildhom: Still thinks it worth 
a try. A theatre has been 
custom-built in Bremen, Ger- 
many, for the German version 
of Jekytl & Hyde. Ic will show 
Jekyll G Hyde and only Jekyll 
& Hyde in perpetuity. 

The muse is the wife 

Lloyd Webber His second wife 
Sarah Brightman starred in 
Phantom of the Opera and 
went on to record and tour his 
music; He met her when she 
was a mere chorus kitten on 
his show Cats. 

Wildhom: He fashions shows 
around his wife, Linda Eder. a 
soprano whom he met short- 
ly after she won the grand prize 
on Star Search on American TV 
in 1988. 

Jesus started me off 

Lloyd Webber His first in- 
Mdriy ReicherdhalAP temationa! hit was Jesus Christ 


Superstar which he wrote with 
Tim Rice. 

Wildhorn: He wrote his first 
musical. Christopher, after see- 
ing the movie of Jesus Christ 
Superstar. He describes 
Christopher as “sort of Jesus 
Christ Superstar part six from 
a zen Buddhist point of view”. 

Music to campaign by 

Lloyd Webber: He was enno- 
bled by John Major and wrote 
the music for one of the Con- 
servative Party campaigns. 
Wildhorn: His song This is the 
moment 1 from Jekyll and Hyde 
became President Clinton's 
theme during his second nom- 
ination at the Democrat na- 
tional convention. 

Damn the critics 

Lloyd Webber Hardly. He cares 
obsessively about what critics 
think of his shows and has felt 
in the past that he has not re- 
ceived the credit in the UK that 
he has abroad. 

Wildhorn: Couldn't cane less. ' 
Says: "There are ail these writ- 
ers who are the intelligentsia's 
favourites but they have no clue 
what a hit song is." 
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though the chattering classes 
claim never to have seen one. 
A theatre has been built in Eu- 
rope just to accommodate one 
of his shows; and his' wife sang 
many of his best known songs.- 
He is ~ Frank Wildhom. 

It's a curriculum vitae that 
seems to scream Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. And Mr Wfldhom has 
a remarkable number of traits 
in common with Britain's own 
populist - composer. But- the ; 
American,' whose name is vir- 
tually unknown over here, is 
now set to become Lord Lloyd- 
Webber’s biggest rival. 

He saidyesterday be is plan- 
ning to bring one of his musi- 
cals to London next yean 

Yesterday, The WaXL Street 
* (imal described 40-year- old 
Wildhorn as “a New York bom ■ 
and bred Lord Andrew Lloyd 
Webber”. Later this montli, he 
will have three musicals play- 
ing simultaneously on Broad- 
way: a new one. The Civil War, 
will join the current hits JdtyB 
£• Hyde and The Scarlet Pim- 
pernel - an with his trademark ; 
pop ballads. In two years, JefcyS 
has grossed $70m f£44m); and, 
in IS months. Pimpernel has ' 
brought in over 530m. 

Last week, a custom-built 


theatre opened In 'Bremeri,- 
Germantffor thfe'Gemiah vear-' 
sionbf 'JekylL ‘ 
iDeq^topepidaraieces^ 
Wfldhom Ms sMered frorn k 
critical sniffiness that Lord 
Lloyd-Webber knows all to’6 
wCH. One New Yoik reviewer : 
described The Scariet Pirn- ; 
pemel as “grfurhphihg ahcl ' ! 
diinder-header: Another sad 
JekyU was Te»3en’ r . 


Both write jhe musk: Wr their 
songs, and work with a number 
of lyricists. Both are notable 
control freaks. 

Freddie Gershon, chairman ' 
of Music Theater Internation- 
al in America,- which licenses - 
rights to musicals,' said: “No 
composer sirioe Andrew Lloyd 
Webber has taken'such a lead-' 
mg role in controlling how MS 
mllsicals get made.” 

He Said of Wfldhom: “He is 
aribeKeVaBty tenacious . Part of ■ 
..is^p^irfitisscff-esteem, ■ 


Lord Lk^-"W%!W^ m^ be L but- for the world to make Tun : 
rubbinghiseyes atsome of the ofyoiLiaadiobelievethatpeo- 
otherr^edimi irfhislife’Llcir^^ p^wffl ke^cramng, no matter 
Webber cast his^ soiond \rffe, 1 what-ftfe critics sax is an amaz- 
Sarah Bri^itnian, astbe female ing thing ” 
lead in Phantom of the Opera; Wfldhorn who 'daims critics 
Wildhorn brnldff shows around - "have no cliie what a hit song 
his singer wife, Linda Edefc : is” 1 uses the'Inteniet and has 

Both' composers started- devoted’ -fens ‘who cafl them 1 
theirowncompanies topresent ,T seive^Vekkies” or "PunpieS” 
their products: Uoyd : Wd)ber : monitoririghews of his shows' 
created ‘ The ’ Really ' Useful ' on a do&n todoateS.' 

Group,- Wfldhorn runs his own ” WfUfliOTn plans to bring his 

record iabd-AflOTfic Theatre; ;- shows to London. He said yes- 
ffis stx-afljum oeuure bas sold - terday; “Tblks are procee^ng. 1 
a million units'. Jek&U and Hyde and Punper- 

Wfldhcrb’s song ^^WhefeDo' neZere mSde forLondoa Of 
Broken : Hearts Go*' went' to course, I want to go there; Are 
the top - of. the US diarfe - for -' you kSkfing? 1 He Mded toat he - 
Whito^ Hotiston. Iidyd'Wei>- ; ■ had 'met' Lioyd Wfehbei;-' but' 
ber's **Nd Matte 4 What-tdppirf * didn’t agree with the compar- 
the British charts forBtjyzime; • ispns.' Thf a-self-tau^it miisi- - 
Both composers' write -mu- 4 dan: Fm a blue-collar pop song! 
sicals based on dasSicStbries.' - writei;” he said: “But of course ~ 


I’m a fan. Tm a fan of anyone 
who writes melodies ” 

Lard Uayd-Wfebber was not 
available- yesterday to com- 
ment oh the rival soon to chal- 
lenge him on his own patch. 

When- Wfldhorn does bring 
JekyU to London next year; he 
win bypass the usual phanp^ i s 
in marketing his shows. On 
Broadway he does not adver- 
tise in The New York limes, 
putting ads for his shows 'direct 
on to cable networks. He' also 
releases his show tunes on al- 
bums wdl before the opening 
ofthe-shows “topiit the music 
in the pubflc consciousness 0 . 

Both ' Wfldhorn ' and lioyd 
Webber have obsessive follow 1 
ers of their shows. In Britain 
one fan of Phantom has 
changed her name to the name' 
of the heroine and- seen the 
show dozens of tones. In New 
York, Salvatore ItaEand, a 
Brookfyn music promoter' for 
heavy" metal bands; has seen - 
JekyU 31 tnxies^ T came- be- 
cause I saw the television com- 
mercial;’’ he says. The JekyU ad i 
was a 30-second spot featuring -| 
TOldhora’s actress wifedressed 
in a'deavage-reveaflng bodice. 

.Even before the opening of ' 
The CtoH Wirr,' Wfldhorn has 
started work on his next musi- 
caLItiscafledHouana,andtfae 
female lead is'Mrs Wildhorii. 
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MODERN TECHNOLOGY 
WONDERFUL? 

YOU CAN NOW USE 
A MOUSE TO CATCH 
A TRAIN. 
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BY ANDREW’ GRICE 
Political Editor 

I JLBOUR WRTY membership is 
falling in Tony Blair's back 
yard. His- SedgeGe3d r con- 
stituency party, which attract-; 
ed more than '2,000 members 
after replacing boring meetings 
with barbecues, is struggling to 
persuade many of them to 
renew their subscriptions. 

Officials in Labour’s north-' 
east region say that up to one-' 
.Jjiird of the members in Mr 
flair's constituency could find 
their membership has lapsed 
unless they pay their £15 annual 
fee soon. In an attempt to spare 
his blushes, a dpor-to-door re- 
cruitmenfc - blitz • is to be 
launched urgently. 



thy.People'think'they did' their ' 
bit%-gettiiig rid of the Tories,” 
ohfe official said. j 
The ,M*i SedgdSeTcfs mem- - 


'IbnyBlaii-fStriiggDlig 
Labour sources denied &at 1 


jjvup ,w c*-; » .77 

they 

eminent's policies ahd' safd ' 
Sedgfefieltfs e^erisice' was^ 
repealed across thdeddhtry/' 
“The mam'jwTifofehi-is'apa* 4 


cause; ^afterMr BWrbecameflie 
local MP : m l9S3; it became the " 
new moddcon^tocncy' party. 
Membershfcsoared froln 600 to - 
m6re : tfian : 2,000 1 after • long- 
winded 'chafes -abdiit sodal- 
isnl - were r^hced- by . - sodal 
evehts.TM' ■ thbmait-* 
bCTShip Secpe&y'was sostie-'- 
cfiS^toafhevsras^tiHiotedto' ■ 
national beadquarfers. 

John Bmton, Mr Blair’s cmi- 
stitijeiky. ‘'agent and -a- dose 
aQy'saidyesteday fBat mem 1 - 
bdrShip Tiad dropped to L800, 
biit'safdThis was parfiy.'dae to 
boiih daily changes, which took ■ 


efifectat the 1997 general elec- 
tion; He was confident that “99 
per cenr of the ; membership 
would renew 1 their subscript 
tTons."TO» are guilty of resting 
on'our laurels: we have got to 
get but fihgers out,”’ he said. 
“Blit there has' been no mass 
exodus. When you knock on 
dooro,-pe0ple renew and that is 
what we must now da" 
Labour’s national meorba 4 -' 
sh^j dropped ; from : 4(B^00 to 
391,700 ih : the 12 montos to De- 
cember; although retentiotfliad- 
risen. Officials 'say the biggest 
loss is caused t^maiabwsmov- 
ing house; and are redoubling 
their efforts to persuadepeople 
to pay-indirect debiL Thepro- 
pOTfiandotogsorosefixiniSaper 
cent to 39 per cent last yeac 
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Oxbridge ‘scares’ 
away state pupils 


state SCHOOL pupils are in- 
timidated by the selection 
process at Cambridge and Ox- 
ford. the universities admitted 
yesterday. 

A survey of more than 2£QG 
students at state schools and 
colleges showed that four out of 
ten were put offby the interview 
system operated by both uni- 
versities. Nearly two-thirds of 
teachers questioned in the sur- 
vey carried out by the National 
Foundation for Educational Re- 
search and commissioned by 
Oxford and Cambridge thought 
interviews discouraged their 
students from applying. 

More than a third thought 
their pupils found extra tests 
given at Oxbridge off-putting. 

Last year, a state school 
pupil who applied to Trinity 
College. Cambridge, said that 
she was reduced to tears in an 
interview after a don mocked 
her accent and her intetiect 


By JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 

Both universities are trying 
hard to attract more state 
school pupils and yesterday 
hosted a conference for 1,000 
sixth-form and college students 
at Wembley north London. 

Students who apply to Cam- 
bridge may have to feee three 
or more interviews at a single 
college and those who foil to win 
a place at their first-choice col- 
lege will be interviewed again. 
Fbr some subjects, a written 
test is also required. 

Susan Stobbs, Cambridge 
University’s director of admis- 
sions, said: “It is dear that our 
selection process is intimidat- 
ing. We have produced a new 
booklet on interviews which re- 
lates some current students' ex- 
periences and gives advice from 
admissions tutors. We remain 
convinced that interviews are 


the right way to select the best 
students, but we dearly need to 
demystify the whole process.” 

Guidelines on howto inter- 
view students are issued to 
dons at both universities. 

Oxford said it believed in- 
terviews enabled tutors to dif- 
ferentiate between very able 
candidates. Dr Colin Lucas, the 
vice-chancelkn; said: “We fully 
recognise that teachers and 
students have identified the in- 
terview as a potential deterrent 
We intend to unveil measures 
aimed at making it more trans- 
parent and mBraiAifing M 

Despite repeated efforts by 
Oxford and Cambridge to dis- 
pel their “Bridesbead” image, 
47 per cent of pupils said they 
feared they would not fit in se- 
rially. Almost all the teachers 
questioned thought worries 
about elitism had at some time 
discouraged their students 
from applying. Teachers were 


morefikety to encourage bright 
boys than bright girls to apply 
to Oxbridge- 

Dr Lucas said: “Sadly many 
of the perceptions revealed 
about Oxford and Cambridge 
are out of date and plain wrong, 
fbr example, we have a varied 
social mix and we do not cost 
more. We are planning fresh 
measures to combat such mis- 
conceptions, and, as the survey 

i v mf rrr u -g iHsurift frftayli pr ?* 

we must do much cf this work.” 

Students were attracted to 
Oxbridge because of the type of 
courses, the quality of the de- 
grees, the universities’ repu- 
tation and foe tutorial methods. 

Both universities are running 
a series of initiatives to attract 
more state school candidates, 
including summer schools for 
pupils. Cambridge is running a 
poster campaign and Oxford is 
inviting state school teachers to 
spend a week at the university. 



Children at Grange School in Stoke-on-'frent are being taught time-honoured playground games Andrew fbr 



If you have ever 
found yourself 
on the wrong tariff 
you’re probably on 
the wrong network. 


Other networks can make a lot of money from you being on the wrong tariff. But at Cellnet 
that's not how we like to work. Giving our customers value means recognising that their monthly usage 
can change from one month to the next. Which is why we created Fair Tariffing. We change your 
monthly tariff to minimise the bill you get every quarter. It's a radical idea which no other network has 
come up with. After all, why should they? Better still you can join us and keep your existing mobile number. 


Old games are 
more than 
child’s play 


THE BOVS and girls go out to 
play at Grange Primary School 
in Stoke-on-Trent They chant 
“Ring a Ring OTtoses” and 
skip across the hopscotch 
squares tike generations of 
schoolchildren before them. 

But they have not picked up 
the little games andrhymes on 
street comers during lazy sum- 
mer afternoons. They are 

taught flip t rartiHnmal pastimes 

by staff keen to beep the old 
games alive. The school is one 
of hundreds teaching pupils 
once-famiiiar playground 
games to stop the decline of 
Britain’s childhood heritage. 

Bhur years ago, the 500-pupil 
school ran tr aining sessions 
for staff to show'them bow to 
pass on playground games and 
■ activities to the children. Now 
the gawifts that have enter- 
tained generations are part of 
the daily landscape. ..‘^The 
infonts are encouraged to play 
together and are shown the 
rules of simple games,” said 
Grange's head. Nigel Johnson. 
“The games are there to make 
sure children do not idly waste 
away their time. Some chil- 
dren might just want to sit 
down, which is fine, bid; rather 
t han hav ing everybody chasing 
around, it's good to have them 
playing together” 

Research published last 
yearly the London University 
Institute of Education found 
children were losing some of 

traditi onal games that kepp 

them occupied during the long 
lunch hour Earlier this week 
Clones Infant School in Luton 
banned pupils from playing 
“kiss chase’’, fearing an “ex- 
change of bodily fluids”. 

The London University 
study, by Dr Peter Blatchford, 
surveyed 1,500 schools and 
found 56 per cent of primaries 
and 44 per cent of secondaries 
had cot break times, mainly by 


BY BEN RUSSELL - 

Education Correspondent . • 

removing afternoon breaks and 
shortening lunch hours. Dr - 
Blatchford found teachers cont « 
plaining that children were • 
idling in playgrounds or caus-:~ - 
ing disruption. But teachers - 
insist that traditional games are 
still alive and kicking Yo-yos, , 
which date back to 400BC, took 
playgrounds fay storm last year ; 
and tiddlywink-style Fogs were .. 
an essential addition to the • 
school rucksack in 1995. 

At North wold Primary 
School in Stoke Newington, 
north London, the deputy head, 
Surinder Dhingra, brought in 
consultants to teach new 
games, songs and rhymes to 
tire children and teaching 
assistants. Every year children 
■$re appointed “playground : 
friends” to pass on tire games 
to the school’s 420 pupils. 

The head, Graham West, ^ 
said: “One of the things arising W 
about two years ago was chfi- ' : 
dren getting into confronts- ; 
tions with other pupils during 
playtimes. 1 have found, work- 
ing with children, feat these : 
sort of rhymes and songs have .- 
gone out of their vocabulary. •• 
They win practise pop songs, 
but creative play and working 
together has gone, perhaps - 
because we don't allow them to 
play in the street and because _ 
they watch television." 

At Grange primary teachers 
believe games are essential Mr 
Johnson said: “When they get • 
outside they can run around 
and let offsteam, but they need ’ 
to know how to do it sensibly. 

“They are started off on - 
“Ring a Ring O Roses ’and hop- 
scotch in groups. There’s no A 
British Bulldog, though. If you ^ 
have two lines of children > 
charging at each other it’s a 
recipe for disaster” 



IN BRIEF 


Court upholds gay sex sentence 

ONE OF the “Bolton Seven” - a group of men convicted of 

taking part in gay sex parties captured on home video - 
had his sentence upheld today by the Court of Appeal. 
Terry Connell, 56, whose appeal against his sentence of 
nine months imprisonment suspended for two years was 
heard in London, was convicted a year ago. He was 
sentenced at Bolton Crown Court in February 1993 after a 
jury found him guilty of one offence of gross indecency. 

Conviction fears over ID parades 

almost 20 convictions in a police force’s area may be 
unsafe because of poor soundproofing in a special suite 
for identity parades. Nottinghamshire Police confirmed 
inadequate soundproofing at Carlton police station mi ght 
have meant witnesses could overhear conversations in 
the gallery area where line-ups were held. 

Ashok Kumar MP 

An article on 27 February stated that Ashok Kaaua: MP for 
Middlesborough South and East Cleveland, received a gift 
of a watch from the Amir of Bahrain and had not declared 
itin the Commons Register of Members’ Interests. Dr Kumar 
did register the gift, which he has donated to Oxfem, but the 
office of the Ryfia m entaiy Commissioner for Standards onrit-_ 

ted ti> record it in the published register 
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Lord Deaalng pictured on his 100th birthday in January this year David Hartley 


Lord Denning, the 
Century’s greatest 
judge, dies at 100 



HOME NEWS/.5 

Infection 
may lead 
to heart 
disease 





THE ‘'PEOPLES’S JUDGET, Lord 
Denning who died yesterday 
at the age of 100 , was remem- 
bered as the most famous and 
influential judicial figure of the 
century. 

The often-controversial for- 
mer Master of the Rolls died 
“peacefully” in the early hours 
of the morning at the Hamp- 
shire County Hospital in Win- 
chester; six weeks after his 
birthday. The Prime Minister; 
Tony Blair, who appeared 
before the judge as a fledgling 
; • ^rrister in the early Eighties, 
said yesterday that Lord Den- 
ning was “one of the great men 
cf his age. 

“His judgments were a 
model of lucidity. He was pre- 
pared to use the law for its true 
purpose - in the interests of 
fairness and justice. He had a 
tremendous feel for ordinary 
people,' 1 Mr Blair said. 

His views were echoed by 
the former prime minister 
Baroness Thatcher, who said: 
“Lord Denning was probably 
the greatest English judge of 
modem times. He combined a 
love of hbaty with apassion for 
justice. His life and work will 
provide inspiration for genera- 
tions to come " . 

Often controversial, Lord 
Penning never rose beyond 
faster of the Rolls, the third 
highest legal appointment after 
the Lord Chief Justice and the 
Lord Ghaacdta but his impact 
on the law was unrivalled dur- 
ing his lifetime. 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

Alfred Thompson “Tom” 
Denning, a draper's son, was 
born in Whitchurch, Hamp- 
shire, in January 1899. He was 
educated at Andover Gram- 
mar School, before going to 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
where he gained a triple first 

After a year teaching at Win- 
chester he decided on a career 
at the Bar - “because I was am- 
bitious and saw it as the best 
way to advancement”. 

He was a judge by 45 and in 
the Court of Appeal by the 
exceptionally young age of 49. 
But he came to prominence as 
the head of the inquiry into the 
Proftrmo political sramflal in 

1963 and for making a series of 

popular judgments including 
becoming the first judge to 
treat co-habiting couples as 
though they were married. 

Lord Denning also ruled 
that a wife in a divorce case was 
entitled to an equal share of her 
husband's wealth and made 
the judgment that allowed Sr 
FVeddie Laker the right to com- 
pete with British Airways, 
paving the way for cheap 
transatlantic flights. 

But in later fife, the “voice of 
common-sense" began to 
sound inaeastngfrr reactionary. 

Lord Denning said he had no 
qualms about donning the 
black cap to pass a death sen- 
tence and he mused that the 
Guildford Jbur were “probably 


guilty” and said: “We shouldn't 
have all these campaigns to get 
the Birmingham Six released if 
they'd been hanged They’d 
have been forgotten and the 
whole community would have 
been satisfied.” 

He retired in 1982 after a 
storm of controversy about his 
book, WhatNextinthe Law, in 
which he suggested that some 
immigrants might not be suit- 
able to serve on juries. 

After his retirement Lord 
Denning returned to his home 
village of Whitchurch, living 
with his wife in a magnificent 
Regency house set amid 35 
acres. When he celebratedhis 
100th birthday in January, more 
than 170 lawyers and judges 
gathered at the University of 
Buckingham to pay tribute to 
his achievements. 

Yesterday, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
said: “lhe name Denning was 
a byword for the law itselt His 
judgments were models of sim- 
ple English which ordinaxy 
people understood 

“He had huge intellect and 
reforming imagination in equal 
measures, and in court, he 
never faded to be an object les- 
son in judicial courtesy.” . .. 

The Lard Chief Justice, Lord 
Bingham of CarnbOl, was 
equally laudatory. 

“Lord Denning was the best- 
known and best-loved judge of 
this, or perhaps any, genera- 
tion," Lord Bingham said “He 
was a legend in his own fifetime. 




The ambitious draper’s son saw tew as ‘the best way of advancement 1 Hutton Getty 


CHRONIC DISEASES blamed 
on faulty genes or a slothful 
lifestyle maybe triggered by in- 
fectious agents that can be 
passed around like colds or flu, 
scientists believe. 

Evidence is growing that in- 
fection may play a role in a host 
of chronic conditions including 
heart disease, multiple sclero- 
sis, Alzheimer’s disease, kidney 
stones and inflammatory bowel 
disease. The findings could have 
important implications for pub- 
lic health and point to new ways 
of protecting individuals at risk 
by vaccination or treatment 
with antibiotics or other drugs. 

In heart disease, scientists 
believe that infection may be 
the missing link that can ex- 
plain why the traditional risk 
factors of smoking, high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol 
cannot account for all variations 
in the incidence of the disease. 

Research Is pointing to the 
role of the bacterium Chlamy- 
dia pneumoniae, which is 
related to the sexually trans- 
mitted infection Chlamydia tra- 
chomatis, and affects the lungs. 

Professor Jonathan Cohen, 
head of infectious diseases and 
bacteriology at the Postgradu- 
ate Medical School Hammer- 
smith hospital London, said: 
“The evidence linking chlamy- 
dia with heart disease is in- 
triguing. Studies have shown an 
association between coronary 
heart disease and chlamydia; 
the organism has been found in 
the plaques deposited in ar- 
teries and two studies have in- 
dicated that antibiotics maybe 
effective against it The findings 
... lend support to the idea that 
micro-organisms m i gh t play a 
part in heart disease.” 

Even if true, this would not 
let patients off the hook of mak- 
ing lifestyle changes to reduce 
their risk. But in the case of 
heart disease even a modest 
contribution by bacteria could. 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

if attacked, save tens of thou- 
sands of lives worldwide. 

Enthusiasm for research into 
infectious causes of chronic dis- 
ease was fired a decade ago 
when evidence emerged that 
stomach ulcers were caused 
not by excess add but by the 
bacterium Helicobacter pylori. 
Ulcers were thought to be the 
result of a high-pressure lifestyle 
fuelled by an unhealthy diet 
and the idea that they might be 
caused by bacteria was greeted 
with disbelief. Today long-term 
treatment with add-blocking 
medicines such as Zantac, once 
the world's biggest-selling 
drug, has been replaced by a 
two -week antibiotic cocktail 
which can cure the condition. 

Multiple sclerosis, the neu- 
rological disease that affects 
70,000 people in the UK. is 
known to occur in geographical 
dusters, suggesting an infec- 
tious agent 

Kidney stones are known to 
be the product of chronic in- 
fection of the urinary' tract and 
Alzheimer's disease has also 
been associated with various 
micro-organisms over the 
years but less strongly than in 
the case of heart disease. The 
amyloid plaques (tangles of 
nerve fibres) in the brain that 
are characteristic of Alz- 
heimer's may be the result of 
chronic infection. 

Inflammatory bowel disease 
is known to be linked with in- 
fection by Mycobacterium 
paratuberculosis, a bacterium 
that causes Jem's disease in 
cattle and is related to tuber- 
culosis in humans. 

Professor Cohen said vac- 
cines against chronic disease 
were a possibility but it would be 
years before they were a reali- 
ty. “It is riot inconceivable butit 
is not just around the comer” 


His memory will be cherished 
by his countless friends on the 
Bench, at the Bar and among 
the wider public throughout 
the Commonwealth.” 

Leading article. Review 
page 3. Obituary, 
Review page 10 


Wisdom from all his years on the bench 


On family values: “There is 
a prevailing philosophy of 
‘anything goes' and the 
strength of family life is being 
eroded. “ 

On honesty: “A lot of people 
have not got the same stan- 
dards of conduct - uprightness 
or honesty - as they had in the 
past." 

.On religion: “Without religion, 
iio morality; without morali- 
ty. no law." 

On divorce: "The divorce 
I court should not penalise any- 
one and a wife should be en- 
titled to an equal share of her 
husband's wealth." 

On the armed forces: “A dis- 
abled former serviceman 
should not have to prove he 
was injured in the services to 
win the right to a pension." 



On choosing a career In law: 

“Because l was ambitious and 
saw it as the best way to ad- 
vancement." 

On his role In the 1960s 
Profumo inquiry: “I have 
had to be detective, inquisi- 
tor, advocate and judge and it 
has been difficult to combine 
them." 


On police: The idea of offi- 
cers lying about their treat- 
ment of the Birmingham Six 
was an “appalling vista". 

On the Birmingham She 

"We shouldn't have all these 
campaigns to get the Birm- 
ingham Six released if they’d 
been hanged. They'd have 
been forgotten and the whole 


community would have been 
satisfied." 

On industrial action at the 
time of the miners* strike: 

"A malaise - a disease - af- 
fecting our country today". 

On remaining on the bench 
Into his eighties: "I have all 
the Christian virtues - except 
resignation.” 

On compulsory retirement 
of Judges: "You can do good 
work after 75. I chink l gave 
some of my judgments of 
greatest value after 75." 

On long life: “By eating 
plain English food I don't want 
any oF that French stuff." 

On co-hablting: "Couples 
who live together should be , 
treated in the same way as 
those who are married." i 


High performance. 
Low charges. 


When you take out a Scottish Widows UK Tracker PEP, youTl be 
investing in the fund which has outperformed over 92%* of all 
1,436 unit trusts since launch in November 1996. 

The fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust - tracks the 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index, which currently 
Includes companies like BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. And 
our Trust charges are low - in fact, you won't find a lower-cost 




TV fakes row hits 
‘Right to Reply* 


Union’s staff in 
bullying walk-out 




wvm.. ’em 


DOUBTS OVER the truthful- 
ness of factual television pro- 
grammes were highlighted 
again yesterday when the view- 
ers' response programme 
Right to Reply was accused of 
trying to manufacture outrage. 

A freelance journalist daims 
he was called by a researcher 
on the Channel 4 programme 
and encouraged to watch C4’s 
interview with Monica Lewin- 
sky so be could come on the 
programme and object to it 

“They were presenting me 
with the opportunity to get on 

the telty if I was prepared to talk 

^bout the Monica Lewinsky 
uiterview,” d aims Nick Martm- 
Clark. “They said, 'You’ve called 
us before about something*, 
but they had no idea what I 
calked about before and I had 
certainly never called about ... 
the Monica story. 


Rv Paul McCann 
Media Editor 

“She was definitely trying to 
encourage me to watch it and 
said she’d be waiting by the 
phone to knowwhat I thought” 

However Alice Pemstein, 
the researcher who called Mr 
jiartin-Clarfc, said she had 
done nothing wrong. are a 
viewer-led programme, but we 
will sometimes call back people 
who have called us in the past 
If they don’t hold an opinion 
they won't come on. ... I didn’t 
just pick him from out of 
nowhere. I asked him what he 
thought about it because you 
have to got the background on 
people's opinions. 

“We have covered the is- 
sues of fakes on television at 

length and so have to be whiter 

than white ourselves." 


STAFF AT the headquarters of 
one of the country’s biggest 
unions are believed to have 
voted overwhelmingly to walk 
out over alleged bullying by se- 
nior officials. 

The vote is a considerable 
embarrassment to John Ed- 
monds, leader of the GMB gen- 
eral union, who has conducted 
a high-profile campaign in 
favour of partnership at the 
workplace and against macho 
management 

Mr Edmonds is among a se- 
nior group of TUC representa- 
tives who regularly visit 
Downing Street to make rep- 
resentations on behalf of the 
British workers. 

The Independent under- 
stands that employees of the 
GMB, who are also members of 
the union, have voted by near- 
ly four to one to take industri- 


by Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

al action, and a smaller group 
who belong to the Manufac- 
turing Science Finance union 
are expected to follow suit 

The results of both ballots 
are due to .be released next 
week amid what one union 
source described as a “climate 
of fear”. 

In addition to allegations of 
burying and intimidation, staff 
morale has been undermined 
by a restructuring scheme, 
which many of them oppose. A 
substantial proportion of head- 
quarters staff are believed to 
have registered interest in a 
severance scheme. 

There have also been com- 
plaints against senior staff 
at union offices in the TOfest 
Midlands. 


unit trust . 

Our UK Tracker PEP is an easy way to invest in the 
UK stockmarket 

And remember, after 5 April 1999 you won’t be able 
to invest money into a PEP. Shouldn't you find out 
more today? 

W For further details, return the coupon or call 


0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 475DN7 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


www.sconishwldows.co.uk 


UK TRAOXR PEP 


Please reran, to: Scottish Widows, OiNct Sale*. PO Box 17036, FREEPOST SC03744, Edinburgh, EH3 OBR. 
Surname (Mr/Mn/Mbs/Ms) _ Rrat Namds) — 


ftatcode 

Telephone No. Work Home . Dare of Birth . 
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BRITAIN'S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL STORES 
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easylife 

PHILIPS ► 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ 250 Name and 
Number Memory. 

■ International roaming 
in 79 countries. 

■ Caller Identification. 

■ Check remaining 
credit easily. 

Model DIGA 
Was £99.99. 
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CURRYS PRICE 

£69.99 


•4 PHILIPS 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ Up to 120 
Minutes Talktime. 

■ Up to 85 Hours 
Standby Time. 

■ 90 Name and 
Number Memory. 

Model DIGA. 
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orange" 


BUY YOUR CALL 
VOUCHERS 
FROM CURRYS - 
WE'LL GIVE YOU 

EVERY 13™ 


ON ALL 4 
NETWORKS— 


, - — VODAFONE, 

*1 ONE 2 ONE 
and orange. 

Ask for details 

rt The free Vftucfter wfl be equivalent W Bw lowest denomination Voucher boughL 
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MOTOROLA 


Digital Mobile Phone 
■Up To 150 Minutes Talktime/ 
60 Hours Standby Time. 

■ EFR Technology for 
Clearer Call Quality. 

■ High Contrast Display. 

Model C520JST. 

Was £79.99. 
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THE ONLY PRE-PAY PHONES WITH FREE VOICEMAIL 


MOTOROLA ► 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ Up To 195 Minutes Talktime/ 

60 Hours Standby Time. 

■ EFR Technology For 
Better Call Quality. 

■ Quick Access Menu Key. 

Model MONTREAL UP2U. 

Was £9939. Was £79.99. 


◄ ERICSSON 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ Up To 120 Minutes . 
Talktime. 

■ Up To 24 Hours 
Standby Time. 

■ 198 Name and 
Number Memory. - 

■ SMS, Fax and Data - 
Compatible. 

■ Caller Identification. 
Model UP2U388. 

Was £14fe99. 

Was £129.99. 
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SAVE 

£30 


SAVE 


£9999 
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MOTOROLA ► 

Digital Mobile Phone 

■ 99 Name and Number 
Memory. 

■ Up To 70 Hours 
Standby Time. 

■ Up To 180 
Minutes Talktime. 

Model MOT3180. 

Was £99.99. 
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INCLUDES £20 1 £ ^ 

OF CALLS & ; r S . (6 
SERVICE” I 




INCLUDES £20 
OF CALLS & 
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THE 
CHOICE FOR 
YOU 


HELP AND 
ADVICE 

iraKBriofai* taring 
dcuikalaore to offer 
the friendly help and 
advte* yon need when 
dwodngi phone 


BIGGER 

CHOICE 

WroUeraneKrticholce 
of die tuest phones and 
wminunkaciem 
equipment wkb tariffs 
from the major networks 
to meet e v ery need 


PEAS OF 
MIND 

In store. And ask 
about Hastervara 
coverpten, providing 
op eos yean 
freeserv l ttog. 


SHOP WHEN 
YOU WANT 

Open Sundays md up to 
spm Monday Htaturdoy. 

AR sqpcneorfts offer 
easy parking, bee right 
shopping and Sunday 
opening. King 0990 
500049 for deeds of 

your nearest star*. 


For doorstep defrren' tas (raking 

days or toe (W44aMM09 Ba m epm 
Mmi-irijoan^pnsagiannhSpni 
Rmi Delivery charges bam 4U5. 

■ — Fart of DM moll Ltd. 


LOWEST PRICES , 
ON THE SPOT 
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HOME NEWS/7 


middle-of-the-night shoppers mad? 



:r. a "i ?. 1 wummi*g t i.uiw.v-^k 


r ance 


Open 
24 HOURS 


T rtfettF . SEEMS to be a gener- 
al belief out there that people 
who go to the supermarket in 
the de a d of night are strange. 
“They are all loonies,” said a 
jriend knowingly. 

J But Ido not agree. Perhaps 
this is because I have been 
known to fill a trolley or two of 
my own in the wee hours. But 
it is also because it just makes 
sense to go the supermarket 
when all those other people 
aren't there. "You know who I 
mean. The ones who have 
screaming children and nag- 
ging spouses. The ones who 
think trolley rage is no rmal 
The ones who wreck the 
banana bunches without even 
realising what they are doing 

What a relief, then, to pull up 
in front of Tesco at Bromley-by- 
Bow in the East End of London 
in the middle of the night I use 
the term “pull up" loosely 
because I actually got there by 
. driving the wrong way up a 
i )me-way street Pure freedom, 
you see: my car was the only 
thing on the road so it just did 
not matter 

I park across various lines 
in an empty car park and walk 
into the store. Everyone seems 
pretty normal - but then at 
midnight standards drop. It 
was time to do some research. 
Just who are the late-night 
shoppers? Are they really 
weirdos? 

I find two men who do not 
think it strange that I want to 
ask them all sorts of personal 
questions. They say they have 
been smoking “exotic sub- 
stances” while w&bhing the 


ANN 

Treneman 

football and got the munchies. 
Terry is clutching a pa^fcagp of 
cheese rolls, while Derek has 
eight bot cross buns, three 
Cornish pasties and a Cello- 
phaned slab of bread pudding 

He also has a birthday card 
with a cute bear on it “IFs for 
my daughter Shell be 14," he 
says. He has three children but 
does not live with them. 
“Exploding nuclear famil y you 
see," he says. I say that Ihave 
one of those, too. So, as it 
turns out, does Terry. He has 
five children and says that he 
“half lives" with a woman. My 
eyebrows go up. “That means 
we both have our own places 
and it’s lovely” Derek nods. 
“Yfes, I always thought that was 
the best way" 

Tteny and Derek are in their 
late 40s and have known each 
other for 30 years. They are 
original East Enders and give 
me a mini-history lesson of the 
area, starting with 1944 and the 
war and ending in 1999 with the 
all-night Brick Lane bagel 
shop. They are unemployed, 
although Tfeny used to run a 
mini-cab business and Derek 


*We can’t stand all those other people’: 12.30am at Tesco, B roml ey-by-Bow, and Jaz and lan total up everything they buy with their calculator Mogcdi Delporte 


claims to be retraining as an 
aromatherapist 

1 look at this tall man in a 
black puffer jacket and baseball 
hat and raise my eyebrows. 
“No, Fm a Renaissance man! 
You’ve probably picked the 
most complex men in this 
store," he insists. He then 
claims that this situation 
reminds him of a Woody Allen 
movie and heads for die check- 
out He spends £3^7 and Tfeny 
hands over £L50. “Ta da, love,” 
they say. 

Indeed. I amble up an aisle 
and amimmedfeietyfotrigiied 
at the sight of two large men 
and one half-filled trolley. They 
are obviously a couple, hag- 
gling over whether to get this 
loaf or that One has. cfyed 
blond hair and four gold ear- 


rings. The other has dark 
cropped hair; a leather jacket 
and a calculator: It turns out 
this is their weekty shop. They 
like shopping at night because 
they can't stand all those other 
people. I commiserate about 
this. The one with the calcu- 
lator is named Jaz. He used to 
be a bouncer but is between 
doors at the moment Ian is 
registered disabled with 
osteoarthritis. Jaz says he 
adopted the calculator to keep 
Ian in check. He wants to stay 
within £100. 

There is something won- 
derfully voyeuristic about 
going on a weekly shop with 
two near strangers. I am 
shocked when Jaz picks up 
four pounds of sugar: “In one 
weekTI say. Ian gets an entire 


case of tinned tomatoes and 
says that at 9p a tin, that’s a 
bargain. He does the cooking, 
although Jaz says he sets a 
lovety table. 

They buy loads of dog food 
for their bull mastiff and have 
a long pause at the body spray 
counter The end result is that 
they spend £13820 and Ian 
says that it's onty because Fm 
there that Jaz has not started 
complaining. 

I decide I need to pick up a 
few things myself and wander 
over to smoked meats, where 
I find Melissa. She is exlremefy 
pretty with long, straight blond 
hair and a Barbie-type face. 
She says she normally comes 
shopping with her flatmate 
and they spend £160. They buy 
a lot of make-up, videos and 


CDs. This week she’s by her- 
self, so shell spend less. Melis- 
sa and her flatmate are table 
dancers and the reason she’s 
alone is that her flatmate has 
to dance until ?.am, while she 
left at midnight 

Melissa is 23 and originally 
from the West Country. She is 
very direct and uses my name 
in almost every sentence. I ask 
whether she wants to go to uni- 
versity. *Tvb done that Ann," 
she says, selecting an upmar- 
ket frozen meaL “Studied to be 
an accountant Gave it up." 

I ask her how much she 
earns. She gives me a sharp 
look and says that suck things 
are never discussed. It 
emerges that some girls earn 
£400 a week, while others can 
earn £2,000 .This shuts me up. 


But not for long. There is 
obviously something about 
being in a near empty super- 
market at 2am that makes you 
want to talk. Suddenly I start 
to muse. 

I say to Melissa that people 
might think her life is glam- 
orous. Certainly people seem 
to believe that journalism is 
glamorous and yet, if that was 
the case, why was I trailing 
round a supermarket at 2am 
pestering her? 

“Yes, Ann, why is that?" 
she says. “Why aren’t you 
interviewing some movie star 
in a Hollywood hotel room?” I 
say that given that choice, Fd 
probably pick the supermarket 
anyway and that I want to find 
out whether people who' shop 
in the middle of the night are 


strange. “But why don't you 
just make it up, Arm? What's 
stopping you?" she asks, 
rootling in the chilled foods 
cabinet for a pre-packaged 
tuna salad. 

I tell her about the people 
I've talked to and say they 
seemed pretty normal “Oh 
right, a gay couple and a strip- 
per Yes, very normal," she 
says. “Look, I'll tell you where 
the strange people are, Ann. 
They are all in the table danc- 
ing joints. They aren’t in Ttesco ! 
If you want strange, you are in 
the wrong place, Ann.” 

And with that she selected 
a largish package of mang e 
tout and placed it in her 
trolley with something of a 
flourish. 

Ian Jadcisarocw/. 





US & Canada ^ 

Boston 


HUH 


New York 

£261 

£439 


Philadelphia 

£261 

£439 


Toronto 

£293 

£524 


San Francisco 

£304 

£525 


Seattle 

£304 

£525 


Vancouver 

£372 

£609 


Australia & 


Perth 

£475 

£1341 

New Zealand 


Melbourne 

£ 6(0 

£1124 


4 - 

Sydney 

£612 

£1087 



Auckland 

£629 

£1484 


^ Bombay 

£439 

£609 

Hong Kong 

£464 

£727 


South Africa + 

Johannesburg 

£384 

£707 

•f 

Cape Town 

£557 

£838 


CREDIT CARD 
BOOKING LINE 

0870 

7500142 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK' 


For great flight deals over the mfllen- / 
nium hurry down to your local > 
Thomas Cook shop and we’ll find you / 
the right flight or book by phone. / 


Thomas 

Cook 



BOOK now 10 

USA 

AND GET A 

free 


Don’t just book it. Thomas Cook it. 
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MortgageDirect 



of pounds. 

Stop paying your 
mortgage whenever 

you like. 


Take out an Alliance & Leicester Flexible Direct Mortgage and you can pay 
it off as early as you like just by increasing your monthly payments. 
And, as the table below shows, this can save you thousands of pounds. 



lOyeora eaity 


Figures based on a £50,000 mortgage. 


. -s j 







ears per month 


extra per month 


extra per month 


etra per month 


Unlike some other flexible mortgages, there are no limits to the amounts 
you can pay in, and whatever extra amounts you do pay in, you can take 
out again to use as you wish. 

On top of all that there is a free valuation and no arrangement fee to pay. 
So it's even easier to move your existing mortgage. 

The rate for this mortgage, at 6.19% (6.4% APR) , is exclusive to 
Alliance & Leicester MortgageDirect So call us now to find out more 
and obtain your own Flexible Direct Mortgage quote. 


Call 6 OX 8 X 4 X 5 




WHEN CALLING QUOTE REF MDPR2S. (Calls an dinged at tool rat*.] Opening boors Sm ta lOpn 7 days per mk or apply on-line on am website at irantaUlaiice-totcesttr^iuik 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
t The irccvNuailan oiler bhniied to the vNua of or* Option 1 VNutbo" To*i»«ytefifr*#vdkmtortAJS^fcU!ltMwmuflClH»reiiW^ The lre*t,*uUon 

o»t rare** M uud In nmftmaion with any other valuation often. R our Option 2 mIuMou It required, the rWfweneemwi be paid on appautton. Utrtgago ire In ciiut ami vdiulon and ire only 
,^,n .w^ r ,.,^^m 0 ^hrOTe.Ai»»4«rfo[mi«tbtiiqc41Bor^-^>«ni*wilPeu8*d»iMK^ii»ingmcrt^xnan 
It wMoMe on request. Eumpie 1: £50.000 capitN *ld mums mortgage for 2S jwi On » property valued « £60,000 K in Inures me ot 6.19% IfcfltAffll (variable) v«W ih* nul mommy payment of 
£4KL74 term) ondudlng aceiu im Best). FoBowad by 298 paymwo of tS&S* (grow) mi one payment ol £3J1.» (g«M>. Tool Wwi payable a tPMM.06 The total amount payable mtfudei 
HMrt mortgage charge £11750 (charger may wry n Scotland and Northern Ireland), dee* prediction charge £67 and redemption and sealing charge. £75. (Wen and APR» Am* are lor reildemial 
mortgage* on a capital and hlarest repayment bo*. TTw mortgage b aba available on an huerert only bam. For kileres only mortgages sutaUe repayment vehldr must be arranged. 7h* APfti and total 
amounts payable hare boen odeviewd on tbe bass that tho Ob*** Interest rate «4I be charged throughout the tHitt ol the mcogage. For loans eiceetfeog POOe ol the purchase price or valuation iwtuctmer 
b the tower) » High Percentage Loan Fee wfl be charged The value ol underpayments, payment boBam or drawmgt you tek« cannot be greater than die accunmlaitd value ot any payment! made wNcb 
y^r normal monthly payment*. Any drewtngi vr lubrd “ * minimum of £500. You must, n tear seven wwtong day? prior id your rw*t monthly payment dale. g**e ut notice ol four mienUon id 
tab: a payment hoUUey or to rrsfce »i inOer or overpaymem of ymur normal monthly payment. DmalO correct M time <s< going to prhn - 12/2799. lunher teftm and tondmom arid cenan rerutertom apply 
Please can 0845 305 3000 - AOtoKe fa Letoeser pic, Re^Kered Odtoe; 49 Pvilmt^ London W1Y 4EQ. Company No: 3263713. Regmwed m England. Authorised at a tun* pursuant io rhe Banking act 1987. 
Member ol tha Britt* Bankers Asaodaiton. We may record/mooiwr your Utophrere calti to,lmm ut. 
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Blair urges battle against separatists 


TONY BLAIR Hied yesterday to 
pull together the Labour Party 
in Scotland for a battle against 
the “separatists’’ of the Scottish 
National Party. Labour is by no 
means certain to win. 

In a speech to the Scottish 
party's annual conference in 
Glasgow, the Prime Minister 
recognised suspicions of the 
New Labour project among 
Scottish activists and called on 


Bv Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 


“social democrats and social- 
ists" to unite in the election 
campaign for the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Mr Blair appealed to Old 
Labour values of “solidarity", 
not just for a Labour Parly 
tha t has been in turmoil in 
Scotland since the general dec- 


tion, but also between the 
nations of the United King- 
dom. “It is a battle between 
sodal justice and separatism," 
he said. He claimed that SNP 
policies would lead to job loss- 
es and put an extra £30 a week 
on the tax bOl of every Scot on 
average earnings. 

In an ironic reminder of 
Labour’s difficulties over the 
past two years, delegates were 


welcomed to the city by Pat 

Lalfer, the Lord Provost of Glas- 
gow, who humiliated the party 
in court when it tried to disci- 
pline him over an alleged “trips 
for votes" scandal that hit the 
city couxxsL MrLaDytebowing 
out of politics before the advent 
of the which he 

regards with deep misg ivings. 

But with the SNP almost 
neck-and-neck with Labour in 


the op inio n pofisi Mr Blair and 
the leadership were out to re- 
build bridges in the run-up to 
the 6 May Sections. John Reid, 
a Transport minister, said New 
Labour was not the invention of 
a “London-based Site" and 
that it spoke with a Scottish ac- 
cent as well as Welsh, Brum- 
mie, Scouse and southern 
English. 

“It lives in council schemes 


as we& as in private estates. It 
wears boiler suits as well as an 
Armani suit,” Mr Reid saw. 

Responding to criticisms 
that “London” wants to keep 
control of both party and par- 
liament, Mr Blair said that the 
point of devolution was to bring 
(five r sB y. The Hotyrood parlia- 
ment would call for “distinctive 
Scottish solutions to Scottish 
problems”, he said, citing pro- 



Enforcement Agency - 
iartone in England -and a lead 
in nursery-school provision. 
By 200$, if Scotland voted 

Labour in May, there would be 

a mmfmum of four computers 
in every primary and sec- 
ondary school classroom, Mr 
Blair said, doubling the target 
for the rest of the UK and strik- 


ing at an SNP proposal to save 
£$ 2 m every three years by 
scraping the Internet National 
Grid for Lea rn i n g. 

Attacking what he called the 
politics of identity the Prime 
Minister said the only policy 
that mattered to the SNP was 
divorce from E ngl a n d. “They 
are a one-issue party BuUks 
is not a one-issue parliament,” 
he said. 


Leaks were 
‘crime with 
no victims’ 


TONY BLAIR stepped in to sup- 
port his Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, yesterday after 
the revelation of three leaks 
from a Commons committee led 
to calls for his resignation. 

Mr Cook admitted on Wed- 
nesday that he had been sent not 
only a draft of a sensitive For- 
eign Affairs Committee report 
on arms shipments to Sierra 
Leone, but also human rights 
and EU enlargement reports. 

The Conservatives were 
questioning every other cabinet 
minister yesterday to find out 
whether a “culture of leaking" 
had grown up at Westminster. 

The Prime Minister sug- 
gested in a BBC interview that 
the crime had been a victimless 

one. “The allegation is that Mr 
Cook’s department received 
reports, not that he's acted on 
them many shape or form at alL 
The Speaker has already said 
that in a general sense she 
wants to look into it, and I think 
that's the right way to proceed." 

In a separate radio interview, 
Mr Cook said he had nothing to 
apologise for. The Foreign Sec- 
retary; in Russia meeting the 
Prime Minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. at his Black Sea dacha, 
said that as an MP he had the 
right to sit in on committees' 
meetings. It would be “rather 
curious" for one MP to be 
banned from knowing what 
other MPs were thinking. 

However other Labour MPs 
expressed concern. Former 


by Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 


Labour minister Derek Fostec 
chairman of the Employment 
Select Committee, said the new 
leaks were “very disturbing 
news because this kind of thing 
can only serve to undermine the 
select committee system”. 

Donald Anderson, chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, said any minister who re- 
ceived such a leaked report 
should send it back. “Any gov- 
ernment which is forewarned 
that there are recommenda- 
tions which are critical of the 
government may be tempted to 
lean on backbench members to 
get rid of those recommenda- 
tions or tone them down.” 

Robert Sheldon, Labour 
chairman of the anti-sleaze 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee, said he would launch an 
investigation into the new leaks. 

The former Conservative 
Home Office minis ter, David 
Madean, claimed the Govern- 
ment had a “leaker" on every 
committee. “In view of the way 
the Government, through No 10, 
try to control all aspects of Par- 
liament we must assume they 
have set up an institutionalised 
system of narks," he said 

The leaked report on EU 
enlargement was seen by the 
Foreign Office minister Joyce 
Quin and not by her colleague 
Derek Patched, as stated inyes- 
terday's Independent 



Ashdown 
fights to 
the end 


By Alison Little 


Paddy Ashdown by the Fbrth rail bridge yesterday before the start today of the last Liberal Democrat conference he will lead JdhnVbos 


PADDY ASHDOWN began his 
last party conference as leader 
with a pledge that the Liberal 
Democrats will fight for every 
vote in the May Scottish 
Welsh elections. ' 

Mr Ashdown is accused by 
some of being keen to “cosy up" 
to the Government Butin Ed- 
inburgh last night he warned: 
“The SNP and Labour seen de- 
termined to recreate in Holy- 
rood a Toytown replica of 
Westminster. 

“That would be a disaster for 
Scotland and the cause of re- 
form right across the UK 
Every Liberal Democrat vote 
on May 6 will be a vote to pre- 
vent that happening." 

There is a strong possibility 
the Scottish elections, held 
using proportional represen- 
tation, wfll put the Liberal De- 
mocrats in coalition govern- 
ment at Hotyrood. 

The official Liberal 
rat policy is that if no one „ 
an overall majority it would ne- 
gotiate first with the party that 
won the most seats, as the 
most democratic option. 


MPs agree to outlaw ‘barbaric’ mink farms 


PLANS TO outlaw for forming in 
Britain moved closer yesterday 
when MPs agreed to end such 
“barbaric practice” as long as 
farmers were 'compensated. 

The Fir Fuming (Prohibi- 
tion) Private Member’s Bill 
would mean an end fbrBritairis 


By Sarah Schaefer 

Political Correspondent 


13 remaining mink- forms by 
Jamfoiy r 20C2aftera'piia9qgoizt 
period. 

E3Hot Morfey, minister for 
the countryside, said than was 


a “very dear” case against for 
forming on animal welfare and 
moraEtygroimds. He declined to 
give details about the amount of 
compensation that would be 
paRLbut made it dear that any 
attempts to improve standards 
of forming instead would lead 


to uncertainty and even bank- 
ruptcy fo the industry. 

The Bill proposes that it 
should be r a criminal offence, 
punishable by a fine of np to 
£20,000, to keep arwmals - for 
slaughter or for breeding, 
where the primary purpose is 


to obtain the value of their fur 
Between 100,000 and 150,000 
young mink are slaughtered on 
farms each year for their pelts. 
Introducing her Bili, Mmtia 
Eagle, ffie Labour flip for~ Liv- 
erpool Garstoa denied that the 
measure was an attempt to ban 


the wearing, purchase or sale 
rf for ft would solely aim to “pro- 
hibit foecrud exportation of es- 
sentially wild animals for what 
is an inessential luxury item", 
sh e said. ' - s ■ 

The B^yras given an unop- 
posed second reading: 


The Ultima! 




Time PC Package 


The Time Machine 400-2 DVD 
PC package comes complete with 
powerful 400MHz PC with PC-TV 
system and VideoPhone camera, 
printer, scanner, diice software 
suite and much more for just 
£1079+ VAT or only E35.45 per 
month* on our tow APfl plan. 

Buy the EXEC model now 
and pay nothing untH March 
20IS?, with our ^ 

No Deposit, 



Colour 

Camera 


Our promise 

to you 


It’s Time 


Interest Free 
Option! 


tor Mlwp aopte who taka the lima 
fa andantand your nmds 


1079 


for daar BxpfanaSa» in plain, 
not Jargon 


£ 129B? 

mtt EeFmonffi* 


to cutout tbantidttanan and «t 
; Hie poet of co mpu ters 


to wMtw-wa probably fcwo a 
-Tins store vritti i 
vriffrin tSrainaSBs dftM o t your 
homa ' 


Time Machine 400-2 DVD PC 


- 4{OMM AMO NS-2 3D prUCCSSOr - 30 NOW 
Technology • 128Mb SDRAM • 13 Gfa Hard dek • 
Site ATI 3D AGPx2 Grapmcs ■ Ax DVD-ROM Drive 
■ 3D PCiWavtfSbie sound - 15‘ ag*ai colour 
screen - SICK cache • 56K PCI vorce/tavdata 
modem • PC-TV oyfflem VkJeomone cameo. 

• V.'ndum S9. KryDGW. Wood VAo trainer. 

del AiaMms and backup CDs avijdod 

• 'ear 3000 tfompta ffi 


Pentium’ III 


Pro ce s so r based package* 

As above tun «4h Wot Pantun 91 
aSOMHi bear Ecson 640 WMfa 
F**W and Lanier IT screw 

£ 1349 ‘VAT - £ 16 H.«toM price 
As but ** WWlHs poewtt* 
fuS 8 +VAT - 5 l 79 fl 70 kSsi pnee 


450-3 


500-3 


EXEC Models: include 5 Do gomes j.oy3cV 
Samap afl mcrop.ione .wd 1 Senna CD Wes tor jua 
C®F’UVAT-Cil&33bHl 

-v.: —a, W if») £«»■■ 


r.i rjc jfc 


Two Special Finance Options 
1. Pay Nothing Until March 2000 

12 Uan8is Merest Free Option 
an EXEC meOW ur% 

A., APR Tjpealfin«*aEun*i 

non MailM nit wmaatfH gear on 

aag am OtfiSmcfCMODATRaV 



2. Time Low APR Purchase Plan 

orafa&c cn afl matte 

m m ft. TgfcairtBK*6nni*r 

APR Car pics DOS todepMS 
aimm—o * MlML 


TimE 


For details of ytxir nearest store 

Freephone 
0800 316 2 317 


we’re on your side” 


-zlco ; m Fe--7p- everyday 


tftfro, ^ — 1 r. I ,f VimbnAn, jttnDSlir laVrur! 

KOaVn. nv.~-.Futt! 

Vtnrin.ra*: no"’-*'"''* 1 wsn-Cawf «a»oi 


CE-sn KMBMMilHni 
•anvactainniR 


armt a derBreFtfaphait . 

0800 771107 

OpMlIOO+rfUaMf^SUBW+pPI 
• ; SaolOiBHfNI 

- . O^MdeM&Sutft 




Archie needs educating in 
the ways of the Commons 


THE BUDGET leaks this year 
have centred on the taxing of 
child benefit, the abolition of 
the married man’s tax al- 
lowance and the final with- 
drawal of mortgage taxrelieL 
But tiie absence of kite-flying 
by the Chancellor's garrulous 
former spin-doctor Charlie 
Whelan means that the strate- 
gic centrepiece has remained 
secret. 

On past form, Gordon 
Brown will flourish some tax 
wizardry to stun an unsus- 
pecting public. Last year; he 
raised taxes by stealth with an 
ann ouncement su g gestin g a 
reduction in company corpo- 
ration tax, which actually led 
to more corporation tax being 
levied. Assmning the next 
election comes in foe spring of 
2001, Mr Brown has three 
Budgets left to create the eco- 
nomic conditions for Labour's 
re-election. His promised lOp 
tax band is still to be delivered 
but Tuesday looks too soon. 

Other clues have been re- 
stricted to a hint by Patricia 
Hewitt Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, of more gener- 
ous tax treatment of pension- 
ers; and the pegging of 
interest rates last week by 
foe Bank of England's mone- 
tary policy committee - which 
suggests a mildly expansion- 
ary Budget unlikely to inflict 
any immediate pain 



THE WEEK IN 
WESTMINSTER 


Michael Brown 


ARCHIE NORMAN, the Tory 
party vice-chairman and for- 
mer supermarket boss, 
grasped the chump-of-the- 
week trophy as he underlined, 
yet again, his inabflily to grasp 
Commons procedures. 

Mr Norman spends most of 
his time sacking party bu- 
reaucrats and rubbing volun- 
tary members up the wrong 
way, which means his atten- 
dances in the Commons are in- 
frequent Making a rare 
appearance, he blundered in 
with a convoluted supple- 
mentary question that had 
nothing to do with the subject 
under discussion. 

Amid jeers from the gov- 


ernment benches, the Speak- 
er ordered him to resume his 
seat Eventually after Labour 
MPs taunted him with “Try 
this one, Archie" he managed 
to splutter 17 words asking 
when the next round of private 
finance initiatives wouldbe an- 
nounced. He was met with a 
curt one-word ministerial an- 
swer; “Shortly”. 

It was only a few months 
ago that Tory MPs, most of 
whom loathe him. guffawed 
wifo delight as foe Speaker cut 
him off for being unable to get 
a coherent question in order; 
to Tony Blaic 1 suggest he 
sticks to the grocery trade. 


speech without a brief from 
Millhank. “Of course, that 
would never do.” 

Ms Abbott senses a differ- 
ent atmosphere on joining foe 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 
She described how Robin 
Cook told members “they 
should be travelling to for- 
flung comers of foe globe 
building good personal rela- 
tionships with obscure Wis- 
consin congressmen”. 

The subsequent admission 
yesterday by Mr Cook, to 
David Wilshire tC, 
Spelthome), that he has now 
received three leaked com- 
mittee reports, looks likely to 
give Ms Abbott and the Tories 
further ammunition. Prime 
suspect for the leaks appears, 
once again, to be Ernie Ross 
tLab, Dundee West} who could 
face suspension from the 
Commons after the Standards 
and Privileges Committee, at 
foe request of foe Speakm; in- 
vestigates the matter: 


should be phoned tj£ ; and 
brought inside the Hagne tent 
as a wise old owl after his ap- 
pearance at this week's launch 
of the anti-euro campaign. 
This was for more signific ant 
than Lord Owen’s presence - 
guaranteed to scupper foe 
campaign if his track record in 
the Labour Party and foe SDP 
is anything to go by. 

Lord Prior has more time 
on his hands, after retiring 
from the chairmanship of 
GEC, and a great deal of cred- J. 
ibflity with many moderate (f 
Tories. He would be a for 
greater help to Mr Hague's 
cause if he was given a formal 
party position. 


DIANE ABBOTT (Lab, Hack- 
ney Norfo& Stoke Newington) 
landed a heavy blow on foe 
Government^ with a trenchant 
demand for select commit- 
tees to play a key role in re- 
straining “a government with 
a large majority and a com- 
mand and control attitude to 
governance'’. 

Rprnhiriing MPs that chp 

had been removed by the 
Labour whips from the Trea- 
sury Committee, she specu- 
lated that this was because, 
after eight years, she might 
just be capable of making a 


WITH THE latest opinion poll 
giving more dire news for 

William TTa gnip , this Kmn nn hie 

unpopularity among Conser- 
vative voters, it seem s fan- 
tastic that he still talks about 
party expulsions rather than 

rw m itmwi t 

Ken Clarke and Michael 
Heseltine are the intended 
targets of his darfc^ “out on your 
ear” threats if they do not toe 
the party line over Europe. Mr 
Hague seems to be looking for 
an opportunity to stamp his 
foot in the name of tough lead- 
ership. But he should beware 
in case these old war-horses 
call his bluff By continuing to 
refer to than as “has-beens" 
he simply alienates and infu- 
riates party supported in their 
age group -the bedrock of the 
remaining Tory vote. 

Mr Hague has not yet 
learnt the Thatcher trick of 
embracing disparate groups 
within the party She went to 
great lengths to retain and 
square foe likes of Jim Prior; 
who bad previously backed 
Tted Heath. In fact, Lord Prior 


The black actress and 
singer Patti Boufoye may be a 
Tory choice for foe Greater 
London Assembly but promis- 
es of more women and “with 
it” Tory MPs foundered last 
night at foe first hurdle. 

The membership in 
Leominster was balloted on its 

parliamentary choice for foe 
super-safe Herefordshire seat 
after foe defection to Labour 
of Peter Temple-Moms. Thee 
were four candidates: no 
women were included; three 
attended Eton; and one, a re- . 
tired colonel, went to thffl 
King's School, Chester; anir 
Sandhurst Pius ga change. - 


DAVID BORROW (Lab, Ribb le 
South) returned to the Com- 
mons main entrance after a 
jog, thinking he had timed it 
perfectly as he heard foe efi- 
vision belL His attempts to 
enter Carriage Gates, howev- 
er; were frustrated as pedes- 
trians were held back by police 
waving in ministerial limou- 
sines. As the division dock 
ticked Mr Borrow, dressed in . 
trainers and shorts, became . I 
increasingly anxious as he la 

tried to convince the poflee of ■ 

his identity 
Trying to imagine the j 
sweating jogger, as. a Ne#j 
Labour MP, one officer s®^ 
“Next time, wear a tie, sir” 





. • -: w r. ? 




Kill • Ht; 



5 0||, ersn iprea <* la 
IbJ spQr tx 19 





















UrimvV.:!;. -.: ,/ V^"'-' 

\VAr ;■* . : 'V 

l-!|'^;..Vj l V ° : <, 

Jwnh‘ntU> ;r .. 

m!ttirv;h :.r • • 

*'nH-SNP.,:,fL:v'r h 

TOOll <1 Tt. 1 ’. r. _ ^ 1 

V ,e::: 
Tls.it !■, . 
ScvLUsui r.r.c. 
liMW rir.fc: ... ; V .“i: 
■'Kwf\ I 

0fl \iili f. . v .’ 

Will IJj.jT 

Ti^iv -_ ■• v'f:.. 
Ihr- Svi 1 ' ■ ■ •• : •',•• •., 

UttlU ”P. -• •- 

laiiHU. w -: ; ; . : :;• 

nVKVA.y ■: 

irornt .t! it. •> i •. 

T?il ; . .. .. 

■ H*i |WV.-- . - V 

aiifirr..' •• . ••• . _" 

*\u\ !h,- ;• . . 

MrMw n>»*i n . 


1 •"= iXr- 


k farms 


jrtfeMrfer On • 

Mr petto -mti*!;' 

. ^a*-. =• 


in 


mmons 


m* Ouk 


nmr 

*«»**«■ 

AttSt*H*r 

m ftnlifii 

r% 

K .f*» ter 

It* 

nstf rri^ 

*r» 

«WUuOar\ 

rSjj*.' 

rl 

#50*?. 

wl v«f»» 

. ifWi M.- 
*r llwlpf*. 
t t-YU^r. 

«*■ fc^v 

!#►■• swilf: 

iitn 

s&stre it 


*N*» 

tpp tatfic* 

('.iStS&U 

tm Wi 

ta»t^ 

Mw^tir i 


llhluji '■ 

bn«»T' • 

£ *\ >' 
pujliV:"* 

.-i n.t ■. 

n-'.r t»r. 

!Ua‘. i • - 
’• 


i'TV - 

T -! • - 


I* rt ‘ ;t 


r.*- - ’• • 

j 

r-*> ■. ■.! •': •' • 
i? ! -■■ ' 
•*’£*• ■■ ' • 


iAwommI 

HW 



*p» 


**<*■ 


far - 

¥■" 

4ffcrt^ 

IlKi**"'' ' 
,8fwv*'' • 
-*!»»■**••••- 


the independent 

Saturday 6 March 1 Q 0 Q 


»» a:> s\; * 

tVtt! rv crv m' ''^ ■■■!;- 

a^C 4;-^ v 

mri wied ... >■■■« iuw 

PfWIWWw Mmhh ^ ,,l « tv.- 

WWWHt 11.1 IBv h j. . ., ."‘‘■ JJ !h! ■'. 

0m&rm u m » \ .< » ' 

KiltfAft': tewin' 


Ash(lo\ tl 
fights 
the end 

»VAus<,n J.. rru 

PAJlin ‘S!;.... . 

l*KtVMrts . ‘"Vi- 


Teatime 

battle for 
‘News 
At Ten’ 


NEWS AT TEN bowed out of the 
schedules last night with a nos- 
talgic celebration of its 32 years 
on air as other broadcasters 
geared up to fight ITV for late 
evening viewers. 

The final news programme 
ran an extended, six-minute fes- 
tival of itself in a last “And fi- 
nally” slot. A clearly emotional 
TVevor McDonald had gone to 
work early to write his fatal 
words, thanking the pro- 
gramme's 7 million viewers for 
their patronage and attention 
>ver three decades. 

A trawl through its archive 
was dominated by its coverage 
of war and disaster. The cen- 
trepiece of the footage was the 
Vietnam war and the image of 
Kim Phuc, a young girl running 
towards the camera, the slnn 
hanging from her body as she 
fied the napalm bombing of 
Hang Bang in June 1972. 

Another famous piece of 
footage was of three aircraft 
being blown up in the desert by 
Pales tinian hijackers in Jordan 
in 1970. The producers hired an 
entire Air France passenger 
aircraft so one editor could 
bring the film back to London. 

The oldest footage came 
from the programme's reports 
on the war in Biafra from 1967 
jo 1970. NeiosAt Ten broke new 
ground when it filmed a rebel 
begging for his life before being 
executed by Nigerian soldiers. 
It was the first time British tele- 
vision had shown a killing on 
screen. 

The final good-bye was said 
by seven former News At Ten 
newsreaders who were spliced 
together from their days saying 
“goodnight" on screen. Ar- 
guably, the most famous of all 
came from Reginald Bosan- 
quet News At Thn always en- 
couraged a cult of personality 


By Paul mccann and 
Rhys wclliams 

around its newsreaders - in 
strict opposition to the BBC, 
which in the fifties (fid not 
even show newsreaders and, 
when it later dQd, refused to put 
their names on screen. 

The news-free ITV evening 
schedule has prompted BBC 
schedulers to set up a strategy 
aimed at holding on to viewers 
after 9pm. ITV claimed it need- 
ed to move the news so it can 
run films and dramas uninter- 
rupted after the watershed. It 
also wants to put on more cut- 
ting edge comedy than that 
available for broadcast before 
9pm. j 

BBCl and BBC2 will work I 
closer together to hold viewers 
from ITV by getting them on to 
BBC2 while the BBCs Nine 
O'ClockNeios, which has about 
5 million viewers, is broadcast 
BBC2 will screen more populist 
shows at 9pm that run for half 
an houc The BBC hopes that 
viewers wifi then turn from 
BBC2 to BBCl rather than to 
ITV where its dramas or films 
will have been running for 30 
minutes. However; the BBC 
must suspect that it is heading 
for a ratings beating and senior 
executives have already start- 
ed making speeches about how 
ratings are not the main de- 
terminant of a public service 
broadcaster's success. 

Channel 4 plans to leave rafc- 
ings-chasing to ITV and BBCl, 
but it will focus on holding 
younger viewers away from 
ITVs films by airing its popu- 
lar American shows such as 
Friends, ER and Frasier. Chan- 
nel 5 is sticking to the strategy 
that is nowbeing copied by ITV 
- running films uninterrupted 
from 9pm. 




TVevor McDonald wound up “News At Ten* last night 

Monica pulls 
in the crowds 


JUSTIN case the Starr report. 
Bill Clinton's impeachment trial 
and assorted television inter- 
views missed some wrinkle in 
the case, the authorised biog- 
raphy of Monica Lewinsky was 
officially published yesterday. 

Booksellers across the coun- 
try reported keen interest and 
brisk trade, although precise 
first-day sales figures will not 
be available until today. The 
launched followed Thursday 
evening’s interview with Ms 
Lewinsky on Channel 4, which 
was watched by more than 
three million viewers. 

The initial print run of Mon- 
ica’s Story, written by Andrew 
Morton and published by 
Michael O'Mara books, will be 
100,000 copies, vast by conven- 
>al hardback standards and 

t^ice as manv as the initial run 
of Diana- Her True Story. 

The former White House m- 
tern arrives in Britain this week- 
end for an l&day book-signing 
tour that begins at the Harrods 
branch of Waterstone’s on Mon- 
day. Zelda Suite-Pedlei; the 
branch’s marketing manager; 
said customers were ringing 
up every three minutes to re- 
serve ofa copy of the book “This 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 

is the biggest signing we’ve had 
here, the interest has been phe- 
nomenal,'' she said. “The other 
major signing was Margaret 
Thatcher and that was huge." 

Ms Lewinsky and her en- 
tourage will visit 19 shops. A WH 
Smith spokeswoman said: 
“There has been a great deal of 
interest It’s obriouslynotas big 
as the Diana book, but it’s cer- 
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phy [Losing My 

As for what readers will 
learn from the book, that seems 
to be rather less - certainly in 
terms of details about sexual 
trysts - than the Starr report 

Instead, it reveals a stint at an 

eating disorders clinic as a 
teenager; an abortion, resulting 
from a three^aonth filing with a 
Pentagon worker; in the midst of 
her relationship with Cli n to n ; 
that she tost her virginity at 19 
to a married man whose wife 
was expecting a baby, that after 

she found out file man was see- 
• clut^noif? 


him back" by having a fling with 
hisyounger brother; and that she 
was fakin g antidepressants. 


Sue Arnold 

M My fear and loathing 
of lacrosse spread to 
all other sports 
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NEWS: Moving News at Ten to 6.30 and 
rebranding It the ITV Evening News. It 
will retain Trevor McDonald, “and final- 
ly..." and the bongs, but will feature a 
. colourful (lots of orange} new set. 

ENTERTAINMENTS Uninterrupted films 
and drama from 9pm. plus the opportu- 
nity to experiment with new comray and 
. less mainstream drama at 1 0pm. So on 
> Monday there will be an uninterrupted 
90-mlnute episode of Kavanagh QC on 
Monday, followed by Goldeneye on 
Wednesday. There are also two new 
shows - the drama Wonderful You and 
comedy with The Grim leys. 

Is Gordon Ramsay known to raise his 
voice on occasions? In a word, yes. ITV 
only just missed out on its target of a 38 
per cent share of peak time viewing last 
year and should have little difficulty In 
passing that next week (In fact. Its tar- 
get for this year Is 39 per cent, rising to 
40 per cent in 2000). the only excep- 
tions are likely to be when BBCl screens 
Arnold Schwarzenegger's True Ues on 
Tuesday and Comic Relief on Friday. 


NEWSrSx O'clock news will be 
relaunched on 10 May with a new regular 
presenter Huw Edwards and a new virtual 
set. Small dedicated team of correspon- 
dents will tell viewers “why it matters". 

ENTERTAINMENT; A joint strategy by 
BBC I and 2 to bring back viewers to 
the main channel at 9.30pm. BBC2 to 
schedule more populist programming like 
The Fast Show at 9pm to compete with 
condnuous drama and films on ITV. High 
profile cross promotion will encourage 
viewers to switch back to BBCl at 9.30 
when BBC will look to run shows like 
Dlnneriadies and Neighbours at War. 

Even before the shift In News at Ten. 
BBCl had seen its share foil below the 
psychology barrier of 30 per cent. With 
ITV stripping Who Wants to Be a Million- 
aire across the week and premiering 
Goldeneye, the BBC is sure to cake a rat- 
ings kicking. But ITV will not be able to 
do chat every week. Significantly, BBC 
executives are already being deployed for 
and wide to repeat the mantra of size 
Isn’t everything. 


NEWS: Fresh from another revamp. The 
colourful ties sported by anchor Jon 
Snow sdll make a splash but in danger 
of being upstaged by a bright set noc 
wholly dissimilar to Channel 5's. 

ENTERTAINMENT Brooks id e will 
remain its midweek peak time linchpin, 
but otherwise it will leave crowd pulling 
to the big boys. It will concentrate on 
being distinctive rather than derivative. 
ER. Sex and the City and Queer as Folk 
were obvious attempts to build loyalty 
prior to ITVs changes. Younger focus at 
10pm to continue with shows like South 
Bark, and Ibiza Uncovered. 

Channel 4 will never be judged by audi- 
ence share alone. Michael Jackson would 
naturally be alarmed IF there was a dras- 
tic reduction in ratings, but his current 
preoccupation is to find badge pro- 
grammes that will make the network 
look distinctive, daring and innovative. 
Monica - The Interview pulled in more 
than 3m viewers but look at the atten- 
tion It received. 


NEWS: Moving Its bulletin for the second 
time since its launch - then from 8.30pm 
to 7pm, now from 7pm to 6pm. Featues 
colour coded news areas (orange for 
sport) and Kirsty Young on walkabout. 

ENTERTAINMENT CS director of pro- 
grammes Dawn Airey is looking at ways 
to bolster its traditionally weak 8-9pm 
slot and hold on to audience after 1 pm. 
an objective so far achieved by recourse 
to soft-porn. Otherwise. It will stick with 
uninterrupted films from 9pm (Arnie's 
Running Man next week and Indepen- 
dence Day later in the year) and occa- 
sional exclusive sports coverage. 

By the end of 1998 (its first full calendar 
year on air). Channel 5 had doubled it 
audience share to 4.3 per cent. Maintain- 
ing that sort of momentum in the face 
of ITV's rampant populism will prove a 
real - and In all likelihood impossible - 
challenge. By shifting the news to 6.30 

§ m. ITV has at a stroke deprived Channel 
of Its unique selling point at launch - 
that it ran films uninterrupted by the 
news. 


*2P*. A,.;##** * vfVStl ** t 

‘>r?* <'*»•!•* 







#■## «**•#• » » % 





OUR IDEAS 
FUEL A QUARTER 
OF THE 

NATION’S POWER. 




Over a quarter of the UK’s ekcmcny is generated 
with the nuclear fuel supplied by BNFL. 

This helps reduce the country’s reliance on fossil 
fuels - thus saving millions of ronnes of greenhouse 
gases from being pumped into the atmosphere 
every year. As these gases are one of the primary 
causes of global wanning, everyone benefits from our 


contribution to the national grid. 

We've also developed technology that recovers 
around 97% of used nuclear fud. This can be made 
into fresh fud, to bum again. 

At the same time, our technologies are helping to 
decommission the world’s outdated nudear sites in 
both the East and the West- 


What's more, some of our big ideas go beyond the 
nuclear power industry. 

We’ve created bearings that run silently on a 
magnetic cushion, which means they never wear out. 

We’ve even produced a liquid that can be breathed, 
so it can Save the lives of premature babies. 

A big idea can change the world. And you’ll find 


a world of them at BNFL Tn learn more abour what 
we do and how we do it, visit w-ww.bnfi.com or come 
to one of our Visitors Centres. 
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Libraries 
shelve 
new book 
buying 


MODERN AND popular fiction 
has borne the brunt of budget 
cuts to book hinds for public 
libraries, a survey by The 
Independent has revealed. 

Despite this being the Na- 
tional Year of Reading, wide- 
spread cutbacks are being 
proposed for public libraries 
across the country. The Inde- 
pendent’s random survey of 10 
public libraries in the UK has 
highlighted how public access 
to best-selling and award- 
winning books is shrinking. 
Most of the libraries surveyed 
had only two copies of modern 
bestsellers, and these were al- 
most invariably out on loan. 

Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
State for Culture, has warned 
local authorities that “unjusti- 
fied cuts to library services 
are simply not acceptable". He 
has written to 21 councils, 
demanding that they improve 
their sendees, and threatened 
six with investigations. 

But much damage has 
already been done. Same 48 per 
cent of authorities have dosed 
libraries in the past 10 years 


By Clare Garner 

and 74 per cent have reduced 
opening hours, according to a 
survey by Sheffield University. 
Where libraries have stayed 
open, that survey found, many 
knowledgeable staff have been 
made redundant and book 
stocks diminished. 

The purchasing value of 
library book funds has dropped 
by 12 per cent in the pas£ 10 
years. Somerset is one of the 
worst hit counties. In 1995-96 
the county council cut the book 
fond by £300,000. Librarians 
dedded to cancel any fiction 
purchases that year to protect 
the non-fiction stock. 

Rob Fraud, county librarian 
in Somerset, said: “Our book 
fond for our 34 libraries is now 
in the region of £500,000. It 
should be nearer £900,000" 

Jan Ketteringbam, of North- 
allerton Library in North York- 
shire, where both copies of 
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by 
Louis de Bemieres are out on 
loan, said: ‘ftt times we have up 
to a dozen people waiting for 



/ ^ «// 


The new British Library in St Pancras, north London, one of the few libraries that has a copy of every new book 


Kalpesh Lathigra 


Captain Corehi, which could 
mean waiting six months." Liv- 
erpool Central Library; the sec- 
ond largest library in the 
county, has one copy of Cap- 
tain CoreRi’s Manddrn. It is on 
loan and has five reservations. 

Most libraries surveyed had 
only one copy of Irvine Welsh’s 
bestseller Trainspotting, al- 
though Edinburgh Central Li- 
brary had made an exception 
for the book, which is set in the 


city, housing seven copies, six 
of which were on loan. 

Cardiff Central library has 
five copies of each of the fol- 
lowing: Mo2 Flanders by Daniel 
Defoe, Vanity Fbtr by W M 
Thackeray, and Hard Times 
by Charles Dickens, and seven 
copies of VOlette by Charlotte 
Bronte. None of these books is 
on loan. In contrast, the Cardiff 
library has just one copy of The 
God of Small Hangs byArund- 


hati Roy Fever Pitch by Nick 
Hornby, The Beach by Alex 
Garland, and Longitude by 
Dava Sobel. In each case, the 
book is out on loan. Richard 
Phillips, assistant chief librar- 
ian of Cardiff County Library, 
said: “We have one copy of 
ffeuer Pitch; three years ago we 
would have had three. There 
are only nine copies county- 
wide. Three years ago there 
would have been double that” 
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Guy Dames, professional 
adviser to the library Associ- 
ation, said yesterday: “There 
has been a substantial decline 
in the number of book loans in 
the past six years ... Multiple 
copies are one of the first 
casualties and therefore it is 
modem and popular literature 
which have probably suffered 
the worst cutbacks. 

“It is well-known that most 
people who go into libraries to 


borrow books choose them 
through browsing rather than 
knowing that they are going to 

borrow a certain author or title. 
Their choice is restricted now 
because a certain percentage 
of stock is never on show. 

“The large decline in book 
funds means the choice and 
quality on the bookshelves has 
suffered In the National Year 
of Reading, that is more than 
ironic. It is a tragedy.” 
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THE 

BOOKS 

10 books every library 
should have: 

Alias Grace 
by Margaret Atwood 
Captain Corelli's 

Mandolin 

by Louis de Bernices 
Bridget Jones’s Diary 
by Helen Fielding 
Mary Queen of Scots 
by Antonia Fraser 
The Beach 
by Alex Garland 
Fever Pitch 
by Nick Hornby 
The God of Small Things 
by Arundhari Roy 
A Suitable Boy 
by Vikram Seth 
Longitude 
by Dava 5obel 
Trainspotting 
by Irvine Welsh 

THE 

libraries 

The 10 libraries 
surveyed: 

Ashford. Kent 
Taunton, Somerset 
Hemel Hempstead. 
Hertfordshire 
Durham City 
Northallerton. North 
Yorkshire 

Rotherham Central. 
South Yorkshire 
Liverpool Central 
Willesden Green, 
north-west London 
Cardiff County 
Edinburgh Central 


Why these works matter 


IN AN AGE of well-stocked high- 
street chains and cut-price 
supermarket retailing, many 
believe public libraries have no 
need to stock recent bestsellers. 
This is true up to a pant tiie na- 
tion’s cultural health may not 
require that shoes of your coun- 
cil tax should go towards 
shelves full of the latest works 
of JUly Cooper or Jeffrey Archer 
Yet the books we have cho- 
sen for this survey belong in a 
quite different bracket They 
represent the much-lauded rise 


of the brain-stretching block- 
buster; the thinking reader’s 
chart sensation. For Dava 
Sobers Longitude, Margaret 
Atwood’s Alias Grace, or 
Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy , 
the loss is dear enough if read- 
ers find that libraries can no 
longer meet their needs. 

Yet, in their own way, a 
Trainspotting, a Fever Pitch, 
even a Bridget Janes's Diary, 
can contribute to the culture in 
a decisive way. Not only do 
they have their own distinctive 


A BRIDE who spent her honey- 
moannightinQ^afiervideDce 
flared at her wetkfing reception 
was convicted yesterday of as- 
saulting police offices. 

Micbdle Dardeq 28, of Whet- 
stone, north London, who was 
alleged to have taken on six po- 
lice officers in the fracas at her 
wedding on St Valentine’s Day 
last year; was given a two-year 
conditional discharge and or- 
dered to pay court costs of £i 00. 

The wedding disaster led to 
Dander’s marriage ending two 
months l at e r , stipendiary mag- 
istrate Susan Jones was told at 
Sheffield magistrates' court 
Dander and her husband 
are now separated and she is 
working as a bus driver to pro- 
vide for her two children. 

Ian Gilmore, for the prose- 


by Mark Wilkinson 

cution, said Dander had shout- 
ed and sworn at officers, and 
kicked and scratched them as 
they tried to restrain her She 
was convicted of three charges 
of assaultingpolioe and one of 
being drunk and disorderly, 
but was cleared of three other 
charges of assault She had 
denied all the charges. 

The magistrate said there 
was no evidence to prove Dand- 
er had carried out all six as- 
saults, but that it was dear she 
had lost control and became 
“w3d and violent" when officers 
tried to restrain her. 

“The best day of your life 
turned into a brawl of huge pro- 
portions but you did take your 
part in that” she said. 


Darcier and Marie Thomp- 
son, a Scots Guardsman, had 
been married just a few hours 
when police were called to 
their reception at The Office 
public house in Sheffield after 
a fight between her father and 
the bridegroom's stepfather 
sparked the mass brawl 
Robert Hannah, the pub land- 
lord, said: “It was like pande- 
monium." It took four officers 
to cany the bride, still in her 
wedding dress, to a police van. 

Darcier denied having been 
drunk, saying she was as- 
saulted by police. “I was just hy- 
ing to get my diildren out" she 
told the court “One officer told 
me they wouldn't normally ar- 
rest a bride on her wedding 
night but they hadn't had a good 
scrap in ages.” 



merits and values. They have 
also become the focus of a 
wide debate that presumes a fe- 
miliarity with these books as a 
sort of enfranchisement. 

But for many library users, 
a £7.99 cover price will be just 
as much of a disincentive as a 
£79 tag. Exclude most of them 
from free tie tax-fundedJ access 
to titles of this kind, and you wQl 
shut them out from the dis- 
cussions that define our times. 

BOYD TONKIN 

Literary editor 


Bride convicted after 
wedding-day brawl * 


tor ferry passage, holiday brochure and reservations, contact 


SWWSEA CORK FERRIES 


FREEPHONE 
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0800 783 8004 


or contact 
your local 
travel agent 
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Man who lost his shirt on Palace 


. r 


by Andrew Buncombe 

ON ANY normal match day 
Mark Goldberg, the chairman 
of Crystal Palace football dub, 
would turn up for the game in 
a white stretch limousine. 
Tasteless perhaps, but typical 
of the man’s in-your-face style. 

Today, playing away to Bmy 

ip Lancashire, Mr Goldberg is 

Jttikejy to arrive by such os- 
tentatious transport He has 
just become known as the man 
who managed to gamble a 
£20m fortune on the he 
has supported since his school- 
days - and lose. 

In the programme for one of 
Palace’s recent home fixtures, 
Mr Goldberg wrote: “I am 
proud to have assembled one of 
the strongest management 
team s in the country and a 
squad, who over the npyt , five 
years, will take this dub to 
heights it has never experi- 
enced before. 1 ' This morning 
the dub is facing debts of£20m, 
the administrators have been 
called in and the team is in 14th 
place in Division One, sand- 
wiched between Barnsley and 
Jfcanmere Rovers. 

Yesterday things took a fur- 
ther twist when a letter from 
Jim McAvoy, the club’s former 
chief executive, to Palace 
directors was leaked revealing 
the foil deal offered by Mr Gold- 
berg to hire manager Terry 
Venables to Sdhurst Park. As 
part of the package, Mr Ven- 
ables received a tax-free salary 
of £750,000, a £650,000 house and 
a one-off payment of £135,000 
just for entering taHre 

“It’s astonishing although I 
don't t hink Goldberg is totally 
to blame,” said Laurie Dahl, 



Goldberg deft) at Palace’s ground with Terry Venables 


editor of the club fanzine 
Palace Echo. “Of course he is 
to blame to an extent but I think 
he also suffered as a result of 
hiring Terry Venables. Fans 

are very angry - things are as 

bleak as they have ever been.” 

Many pundits lay the blame 
for such decline directly at the 
feet of Mr Goldberg. “Make no 
m istake, and let no-one. tell 
you any different - he is a buf- 
foon,” said one lifelong fan and 
season-trekethoWec “The trou- 
ble is he was star-struck.' 1 

Mr Goldberg bought Crystal 
Palace last summer: complet- 
ing a deal that hart begun a year 
earlier when he became a 
director of the club, having 
invested fflm. This is turn gave 
him an option to buy Crystal 
Palace for £30m_ As it tran- 
spired, Mr Goldberg bought 
the club for £22. 8m. 

Goldberg, founder of the IT 
recruitment agency MSB, was 
once listed as the 617th richest 
men in BritainJBut by the time 
he came to buy Palace he was 
more than £4m short of the 
money he needed This short- 


fall was made up a loan from 
Palace’s former chairman Ron 
Noades. Undo* the terms of the 
deal, Mr Noades retained the 
ownership of the ground, Sel- 
hurst Park and the dub shop. 

In essence, all Mr Goldberg 
was to get was the name Crys- 
tal Palace and the contracts of 
the 40 or more players. Even Mr 
Noades admitted that Mr Gold- 
berg had paid above the odds 
and had not left himself enough 
capital Mr Goldberg himself 
still personally worth an esti- 
mated £7m, lives in some style 
in Beckenham, Kent. A few 
miles up the road sits Holewood 
Place, a stately home for which 
Mr Gdberg is seeking planning 
permission to transform into a 
golf and leisure dub. 

Despite such grand ambi- 
tion. Mr Goldberg is a man of 
simple, tastes. “His idea of a 
perfect evening would be a 
night at the local curry house 
wfll copious amounts of lager;” 
said one former assodate. 
“There is a swagger about him. 
He walks like the bear from the 
Hofmeister lager adverts.” 



Mark Goldberg, chairman of Crystal Palace. His resources, as well as bis limos, were stretched 


Lx-owner of Doncaster Rovers jailed for arson plot 


THE FORMER owner of Don- 
caster Rovers Fbotball Club 
was jailed for four years yes- 
terday after plotting to burn 
down the main stand of the 
dub’s home ground. 

Ken Richardson, 61, showed 
no emotion as Judge Peter 
Baker QC sentenced him, 

Richardson, of Douglas, Isle 


By John Davison 


of Man, presented “a sorry fig- 
ure in the dock”, said the judge, 
but he exerdsed great influence 
on the dub and “used money to 
set in train serious crime” 
Richardson was convicted of 
conspiracy to commit arson 
after a two- week trial in Janu- 


ary. Sheffield Crown Court was 
told that the wealthy business- 
man offered £10,000 to a former 
SAS soldier to start the fire in 
1995 at the dub’s Belle Vue 
ground, causing damage put at 
£100,000. The prosecution said 
Richardson’s intention was to 
tiy to force Rovers to move to 
a new stadium. 


The plan failed when Alan 
Kristiansen, who was hired to 
start the fire, left his mobile 
phone at the scene and was 
quicker traced and arrested 
Gilbert Gray QC, Richard- 
son’s barrister; said the five 
weeks his cfienl had spent in jail 
ance conviction had seriously af- 
fected his mental and physical 


health. He said: “He is a mere 
shadow of his former sell” 

Mr Gray said Richardson 
wanted the best for Doncaster 
Rovers. “Was this a greedy 
man seeking to make a huge 
killing out of insurance? The an- 
swer is no,” he said “What it 
could have achieved was a 
move for the club." 


In 1934 Richardson was given 
a nine-month suspended sen- 
tence and fined £20,000 for his 
part in a racing scandal known 
as the Flockton Grey affair 
At an earlier hearing Kris- 
tiansen, 41, ofNewcastie, plead- 
ed guilty to conspiracy to 
commit arson. He was jailed 
yesterday for 12 months. 


TWo other men who helped 
him to start the fire - Ian Hay, 
54, from Gateshead and Alan 
CracknaD, 32 ofRyton, Newcas- 
tle -pleaded guilty to arson. Both 
were sentenced to nice months, 
suspended for two years. 

The judge said he was con- 
sidering ordering Richardson to 
pay costs of £75,000. 


More 

E.coli 

cases 

feared 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


PUBLIC HEALTH officials in 
charge of the E.coli outbreak in 
Cumbria warned yesterday 
that more cases could appear 
in the next week as two more 
suspected victims were admit- 
ted to hospital 

The latest cases, both chil- 
dren, bring to 27 the total of con- 
firmed and suspected cases 
traced to a milk pasteurising 
unit at a dairy farm in Brigham, 
near Cockermouth, serving 300 
people in the area. 

Environmental health offi- 
cials are worried that the in- 
fection could spread from 
person to person. They urged 
extra care with personal 
hygiene and food preparation, 
especially if a family member 
had diarrhoea symptoms. 

Adults confirmed to have 
E.coli food poisoning were 
being treated in a special iso- 
lation unit at West Cumberland 
Hospital Whitehaven. Children 
were being treated in individ- 
ual rooms to eliminate the 
chance of secondary infection. 

A spokesman at West Cum- 
berland Hospital said 11 of the 
12 E.coli victims - six adults and 
six children - being treated 
there were doing well but one 
adult was poorly. Three children 
moved to the Royal Victoria In- 
firmary in Newcastle were sta- 
ble but poorly, and were being 
treated for kidney problems. 

A public health consultant. 
Dr Stella Goh, has warned that 
as the condition incubates for 
between one and six days, peo- 
ple could pass on the infection 
even though they were showing 
no symptoms. 

The West Cumbria Health- 
care NHS Trust chairman, Eric 
Urquhart, said the hospital had 
room to care for more patients. 

Scientists are analysing the 
strain of the infection - known 
as ELoolf 0157 - to see if it is tbe 
same as that which killed 21 peo- 
ple in Lanarkshire two years ago. 

A helpline has been set up on 
01946-523111. 
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Car Of The Year1909 
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chr/er and passenger at • power cesnrtbrai double kx^ang with remote sports style seats and front fog lamps 

£13,500* or £178** pm at 11.5% APR on Qf&o** 
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Restaurants make £1,000 a bottle profit 


by Martin is ark 
and Steve boggan 

SOME OF Britain's top restau- 
rants are profiting by up to 
£ 1 , 000 a bottle on wine that most 
British experts agree is not 
ready to drink. 

Bottles of some of the 
world’s most exclusive wines 
are on the lists of London's 
finest restaurants up to six 
years earlier than the date rec- 
ommended by producers' 
agents and leading guides. 

It is during these crucial 
years that premium wines de- 
velop the complex flavours that 
mark them out from cheaper 
variations available on the high 
street. But the very British 
practice of keeping wine until 
it reaches its optimum condi- 
tion causes heated debate in the 
trade. 

The French enjoy drinking 
much younger wine, and mas- 
ters of wines, agents, brokers 
and restaurant sommeliers are 
divided over whether the prac- 
tice of selling high-priced wines 
before they are at their peak 
is wrong. 

Le Gavroche, one of Lon- 
don's best-known restaurants 
and one of only a handful in the 
country with two Michelin 
stars, has a list of about 1,000 
wines but Silvano Giraldin, the 
restaurant manager, admitted 
that only a hundred or so are at 
their peak. “We are tying up 
capital and we need to put the 
wines on the list sometimes be- 
fore they are ready,” he said. 

He sells the 1993 white Mon- 
trachet from Domaine de la Ro- 
mance Conti (DRC) at £1,331 
plus 12.5 per cent service 
charge despite the fret that it 
is not at its peak of maturity On 
the wine list of Corney and 
Barrow, agents for DRC, the 
managing director, Adam 
Brett-Smith, says the 1993 
Montrachet will not be at its 
best until 2002. 

Le Gavroche pitches even 
higher with the red 1993 Mon- 
trachet DRC, charging £1,910 
plus service for a wine that the 
DRC agents say should be kept 
until 2005. 

But Le Gavroche is not 



Wines ageing in a cellar at Domaine de la Romance Conti. Right: Le Gavroche (top), where a bottle of of 1993 Montrachet rouge costs £L910, and Harvey Nichols, home of the celebrated Fifth Floor restaurant 


alone. The Oak Room, Marco 
Pierre White's three-star 
Michelin-rated restaurant 
where dinner costs about £100 
a head, also lists the 1993 Mon- 
trachet DRC - though at £1,050, 
it is almost £300 cheaper. In 
each case, the restaurants will 
have paid considerably less 
than the £395 plus VAT per 
bottle that Comey & Barrow 
now charges. 

Restaurants seldom agree 
on price. A 1993 Le Montrachet 
Comtes Lafon, which the bro- 
kers Morris and Vferdin list at 
about £200 a bottle, sells at The 
Oak Room for £800; at Gordon 
Ramsay’s restaurant, which 
has two Michelin stars, the 


same bottle is listed at £845; and 
at Harvey Nichols' Fifth Floor 
restaurant at £290. Morris and 
Verdin says it should not be 
drunk for at least another four 
years - but preferably 10 . 

Harvey Nichols also lists a 
Cote Rotie 1995 Joel Champet 
at £52.50 and a 1993 La Tache, 
Domaine Romance Conti (sold 
by brokers at £158) at £350. Yet 
the agents for the producers 
say they should not be touched 
before 2003. 

The Oak Room and Harvey 
Nichols were unable to com- 
ment on the pricing of their wine. 

Give Coates, master of wine 
and publisher of The Vine, a 
monthly magazine on fine wine, 


agrees. ‘Wines go through ado- 
lescent changes and five years 
on is a time when the wine has 
gone to sleep and returned 
into its shell, " he said. "At that 
age - when many of them are 
sold at exorbitant prices by 
these restaurants - the initial 
puppy fat of fresh fruit has 
subdued but the mature aro- 
mas and complexities have oot 
yet come to the fore. 

u Ybu would be better off 
drinking it after one year than 
after five. At least you would 
taste that initial fresh fruit It is 
an insult to the people Who 
spend a lot of time and trouble 
making this wine in the first 
place to foist it on the public, 


many of whom are prepared to 
pay these outlandish prices 
when all they are dnng is com- 
mitting infanticide. I don't be- 
grudge hi^i margins but I do feel 
that, given that they are asking 
someone to pay nearly £2,000, the 
customer is absolutely entitled 
to jump up with rage if its not 
ready for drinking.” 

Le Gavroche’s Mr Giraldin 
replied that it would be "mad- 
ness" to try to sit on wines that 
are already superb for another 
five or 10 years. "No one could 
afford to keep a bottle of very 
good wine for 50 years before 
it is ready to drink," he said. 
“The French drink wine much 
younger than the En glish and 


it is a matter of opinion who is 
right The Montrachet, for ex- 
ample, is already on outstand- 
ing wine but we have older 
vintages if customers want 
them. They may have to pay 
more and not everyone is pre- 
pared to do that, but we give our 
customers good advice and 
they get what they want 

“It depends on what school 
of thoughtyou are coming from 
-you could argue that only 100 
of the LOOO or so wines that are 
on tiie list are at their peak. 
Now would you want a list with 
just 100 wines on ft?” 

Mr Brett-Smith, of Corney & 
Barrow; said his company's ad- 
vice, that the wine should be 


kept longer would improve it, 
but he added: “The trouble 
with so much in wine is that it 
is a matter of personal opinion. 

“Hie French 'laugh at the 
length of time the British pre- 
pare to keep it before drinking 
- in fret the *93 Montrachet is 
a stunningly good wine already 
It would be better in three or 
four years, but it is the cus- 
tomers who will have the final 
say when they decide whether 
or not to vote with their money." 

Michael Schustec an author 
and wine educator; said: “93 Le 
Montrachet (DRO would cer- 
tainfybe impressive and not un- 
eqjoyable already but by no 
means revealing all its poten- 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE MARK-UP LIST? 


GETA BIT LESS FOR 
YOUR MONEY 



WHITE BURGUNDY 


1993 Le Montrachet - Domaine dela RomameContf 

Broker? price * . Comey: & Barrow '■ 

£250 - £300 £395+ Vat V. • 

1993 Le Montrachet - Domaine des Comtes Lafon 

Broker? price . The Oak Room 

£250' “ £800+12.5% service 


RED BURGUNDY 


1993 Romance Conti - Domaine de la Romance Conti 

Broker? price Comey <fi Barrow 

£1092 • ' .. £1000+ Vat 

' 

1993 Lai Domaine de la Romance Cond 

&rpkec?4price4j Comey & Barrow 

fl £2 00+ Vat - ... 



Le Gavroche *1-4 
£1331 +12.5% so 


The Oak Room / 


I2.5%;asrvice £1050+12.5% service 

- “'-7 ’*£■. - - • • - -■* 


Gordon Rahri&yj f, - HarveyNichots 

£845+1 23%rse*Ice - ■ £290+ 1 2.5% service 


.£ . •- 
r' i ! . ^ 

Le 

£ 1910 + 12 . 5 % service 


Harvey Nichols 
n/a 




1994 Le RfhjiPomero! 

Broker? price/ 

£238 • 

1994 Pfetnefc PomeroT 

Broker? price. 

£270. 


Berry Bros Sr-Rudd. 

£25 5^,1+ Vat ' rf;. 

i. .. & / ■ . 

Corftef&' Batrowl i 
£225^fvat r - 


_ Le Gdvroche : ■. Harvey Nichols % 

^^£7^8+12.5% service ._|4^ £350+12.5% service ■“ 

Le Gavroche ' ' \-~-i 

. •.£500 +12.5% service . '''Jy-iL 

- Le Gavrt^e^iWl^ 


1988 CM Moo ton Rothschild, Paullia«r- 

Broker? price Le Gavroche 


The Oak Room 


1837 at Brown's Hotel 
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go up by 20p dog cruelty 
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A HEALTH Minister gave the 
clearest signal yet yesterday 
that the Chancellor intends to 
raise the duty on cigarettes by 
about 20p for a packet of 20 In 
Tuesday's Budget 

Unveiling an anti-smoking 
campaign aimed at young 
women. Tessa Jo well rejected 
calls by John Carlisle, the 
former Tory MP and spokes- 
man for the Tobacco Manu- 
facturers' Associati o n CTMA), to 
cut the duty to reduce smug- 
gling of cigarettes from the 
Continent 

The Public Health minister 
made dear that she believed 
pricing cigarettes out of reach 
of young smokers was a vital 
weapon in the Government's 
drive to reduce smoking- 
related illnesses. 

“The Chancellor has had a 
policy of raising duty on tobac- 
co in the last two Budgets. He 
has introduced 5 per cent in- 
creases against the 3 per cent in- 
creases by the last government 
We do this for the important 
reason that there is a dear link 
between the price of tobacco and 
levels of consumption." 

Adding a further 20p to a 
packet of 20^ will push up the av- 
erage price of a pack of ciga- 
rettes to about £3.64. 


by Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 

Posters showing cigarettes 
stubbed out in tubs of 
cosmetics are being used by 
the Government to persuade 
teenage girls and young 
women that cigarettes can 
damage their looks. 

The campaign marks a shift 
of style from past efforts, which 
warned of the health risks of 
smoking. Research has con- 
vinced ministers that the way 
to reach young women is to 
warn them that smoking to 
stay thin also leaves them with , 
bad breath and a spotty 
complexion. 

“the posters are directed at 
16 to 24-year-olds. They have 
been carefully tested, and we 
recognise that ifyou want to get 
young women in this age group 
to give up smoking or not to 
start, it is less effective to de- 
liver the sort of long-term 
shock-horror threat than to 
say smoking is bad for your 
looks," said Ms JowelL 

The Government set out a 
tough target in its smoking 
White Paper; SmohmgKSls, in 
December to reduce smoking 
among children from 13 per 
cent to 9 per cent by 2010. 


A FORMER police dog trainer 
convicted of animal cruelty was 
jailed yesterday for three 
months. 

Kenneth Boorman, a 46- 
year- old former police con- 
stable, was convicted of six 


sitting in Chelmsford, Essex, 

last November: 

The magistrate heard that 
Boorman, who had been a dog 


tial subtleties. ’93 Romance 
Conti or La T&che on the other 
hand, from such a tannic vin- 
tage, would be tough, unyield- 
ing, delivering very little of the 
pleasure they most certainly 
will in 10 to 15 years’ time." 

DRC vineyard’s in Vosne 
Romance and Chassagne are 
rated the best places in the 
world to grow pinot noir and 
chard onnay. While all grand 
cru Burgundy is expensive, 
that from DRC is the most 
costly. The wine is produced to 
last and takes time to knit to- 
gether: It is not drunk to taste 
oak or the grape but to appre- 
ciate the unique expression of 
the vineyard. 


Section headquarters in San- 
don, ordered handlers to chas- 
tise dogs by hanging them over 
fences and lacking them. 

One dog called Acec died 
after being bung and kicked 
by his handler on Boorman's 
instructions. 

The magistrate imposed a 
four-month jail sentence on 
Boorman, who has two chil- 
dren, but released him on bad 
pending appeal. 

Judge Michael %Iion, sitting 
at Chehnsford Crown Court re- 
duced Boorman’s sentence 
from four months to three 
months yesterday. But he said 
the offences of which Boor- 
man was convicted were so se- 
rious that only a custodial 
sentence was appropriate. 

A second former officer also 
convicted of cruelty towards 


By Brian Farmer 

animals by the magistrate in 
Chelmsford last November; 
succeeded in an appeal against 
his jail sentence. 

Andrew White, 38, a former 
sergeant who was head of train- 
ing at the Dog Section head- 
quarters, was also given a 
four-month jail term afte - being 
convicted of sewn cruelty 0. 
charges. 

But yesterday the judge re- 
duced that sentence to a 28 -day 
jafi term, suspended forayear. 

Hie judge said White, who 
had also been freed an bail 
pending appeal, was not 
personally present when dogs 
were mistreated, althoug h he 
approved the method of chas- 
tisement ordered by Boorman. 

Both White and Boorman 
were dismissed from Essex 
Police two months ago. 

Lawyers for the two men 
said they were now both suf- 
fering from depression, were 
unemployed, had suffered 
public ignominy and vilifica- 
tion, and were unemptoyabte- 

Judge Yelton rejected 
White’s appeal against convic- 
tion. He broke down in tears . 
when the judge said he would 
not be going to prison. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


Europe steps 
up banana 
war with US 


THE united States came 
under mounting pressure over 
the banana trade war yester- 
day as the supreme body of the 
Worl d Tirade Organisation 
fWTOj agreed to hold a special 
meeting about the crisis on 
Monday. 

European capitals ratcheted 
up the rhetoric against Wash- 
ington, as the US ambassador 
to London, Philip Laden was 
summoned to the Foreign Of- 
fice and carpeted by a minister 
tor the second day r unning and 
France joined the condemna- 
tion of the American action, 
which effectively doubles the 
cost of importing a range of Eu- 
ropean goods. 

Brussels is now pursing two 
complaints at the WTO after 
Wednesday's decision by the 
Clinton administration to in- 
struct importers of Europ ean 
goods worth up to $520m 
f£32im) to post bonds to cover 
a 100 per cent tariff if the lat- 
ter is imposed. 

Monday’s meeting of the 
general council of the WTO 
will provide a forum for a po- 
litical debate over the US ac- 
tion. That, according to a 
European Commission spokes- 
man, “will increase diplomatic 
and political pressure on the US 
to play by the rules". k 

At the same time, the Euro- 
pean Union has asked the WTO 
for “urgent consultations". 
These will allow the trade body 
to invoke an accelerated 
process under which the US 
and the EU would have 20 days 
to try to settle their differences 
bilaterally over the sanctions. 
If they foil, the EU could then 
ask the WTO to rule on the US 
sanctions. 

Tony Blair; speaking on a 
visit to Scotland, said that he 
had held “a very constructive*' 
telephone call with the US 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brus sels 

President, Bill Clinton, on 
Thursday amid fears that the 
sanctions threat could develop 
into a full-scale trade wan 

“We are also going to sort it 
out within the European Union 
as well as with the US," the 
Prime Minister said, “so I wfll 
be making a lot of c^ ls in the 
next few days." 

But there was little sign of 
conciliatory langua g e as the 



Philip Laden Working for 
‘an amicable solution* 

Government summoned the 
US ambassador in London for 
the second time in 24 hours to 
reprimand him. The Fbreign Of- 
fice minister Baroness Symons 
“expressed shock and concern 
at the US decision to launch ex- 
port restrictions before a WTO 
ruling in the EU’s revised ba- 
nana regime". 

Mr Lader. insisted that 
Washington would work bard 
with Britain to solve the dispute. 
“Vfe’re working towards finding 
an amicable solution, one that 
is consistent with WTO rules," 
he said. 

The French Fbreign Min- 


istry issued a statement “de- 
ploring” what it called the “uni- 
lateral action" of the US. “We 
call on them to show good feith 
and to reverse an unacceptable 
decision,” the statement said. 

After a meeting between Sir 
Leon Brittan, the EU trade 
commissioner, and Stephen 
Byers, Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry, Mr Byers 
said that they had "agreed that 
it was important to maintain 
our protests at the unilateral ac- 
tion of the US. In addition, 
steps will be taken at the WTO 
to get the sanctions lifted". 

The sudden and widespread 
extension of the long-running 
dispute follows the failure of 
WTO arbitrators on Tuesday to 
give a ruling on whether the US 
was entitled to compensation or 
to impose sanctions in retalia- 
tion for the EU’s banana import 
regime. 

On Wednesday America de- 
clared a list of products that will 
be liable to 100 per cent sanc- 
tions. though such action is 
suspended until the WTO ar- 
bitrators' report is ready. 

The US believes the EU ba- 
nana import regime is unfoir to 
South American distributors, 
most of which are owned by 
American companies, because 
the policy allows preferential 
treatment to former European 
colonies, such as the Wind- 
ward islands 

Brussels points out that 78 
per cent of banana imports 
into the EU come from Latin 
America, which provides 62 
per cent of consumption to Eu- 
rope as a whole. It says that 
without access to European 
markets, the economies of 
Caribbean islands will be dev- 
astated, with increasing eco- 
nomic pressure for production 
of drugs. 

Letters. Review, page 2 



Security officials examine the wreckage of the car in which the bomb was planted in yesterday’s attack 

Turkey car bomb kills three 


A CAR bomb exploded in central 
Turkey yesterday, killing three 
people and injuring a governor 
and nine others. 

Officials initially suspected 
the attack may have been car- 
ried out in support of the im- 
prisoned Kurdish rebel leader, 
Abdullah Ocalan. But Turkey’s 
chief of police later said the 
Turkish Workers and Peasants 
liberation Army had admit- 
ted planting it The bomb went 


By Justin huggler 
in Istanbul 

off as Ayhan Cevik, governor of 
the city of Cankiri 80 miles from 
Ankara, was being driven to his 
office. A schoolgirl, a man and 
the governor's bodyguard were 
killed 

The Turkish Workers and 
Peasants liberation Army may 
have been targeting Mr Cevik 
as he led a crackdown on the 


group when he was governor of 
the city ofTokaL The group has 
co-operated with Mr Ocalan’s 
Kurdistan Workers* Party 
(PKK). The governor escaped 
a similar bomb attack in 1997, 
when a bomb went off behind 
his office. 

People in Cankiri accused 
the PKK of yesterday's attack, 
shouting “(town with the PKK". 

The Prime Minister. Bulent 
Ecevit, said: “If these terrorists 


think they can achieve any- 
thing with their banditry or 
save the person who has been 
encouraging them, they are 
wrong." 

On Thursday a suspected 
Kurdish suicide bomber killed 
herself and wounded three 
others in the south-eastern dty 
of Batman. Earlier this week 
the PICK’S political wing said 
the rebels would extend their 
war for autonomy. 


Islands 

warn 

‘bully’ 

Britain 


By Phil damson 
Latin America Correspo ndent 

CARIBBEAN LEADERS have 
criticised what they consider 
Britain's “bullying tactics" in 
trying to persuade them to 
abolish the death penalty. They 
reportedly warned Whitehall 
against “further interference ’ 
in a White Paper on Britain's de- 
pendent territories due to bt- 
pubtished later this month. 

At a closed-door summit 
meeting in the former Dutch 
colony of Surinam, nine 
Caribbean government chiefs 
backed executions as a neces- 
sary deterrent to a surging 
ware of mostly drug-related 
crime crime on the islands, 
sources said. Polls show die 
death penalty* is highly popular 
throughout the Caribbean. 

The leaders at the summit 
approved plans to set up a new 
Caribbean Supreme Court to 
bypass Britain's Privy Council 
which retains overall juridical 
power in most countries of the 
region including those long in- 
dependent. The court could be 
in place by the end of the year, 
summit sources said. 

The leaders criticised the 
Privy Council for blocking sev- 
eral executions. In the former 
British Caribbean colonies 
alone - with a population of 5 
million - there are about 250 
prisoners on death row. 

Seven nations - Trinidad. 
Jamaica, Haiti, St Kitts and 
Nevis. Barbados, Guyana and 
Surinam - threatened to pull 
out of the Inter-American Com- 
mission on Human Rights, 
which has also blocked execu- 
tions in the region after pris- 
oners appealed. 

The US dispute with Eu- 
rope over bananas was threat- 
ening the economies of several 
islands, turning more and more 
formers towards drug cultiva- 
tion or tr afficking That was 
putting more drugs on the 
streets of the islands, adding to 
the upward spiral of crime, 
thevsaid. 
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Holy warriors seek deadly miracles 



Muslim demonstrators In Jakarta yesterday, condemning the failure of the military to prevent violence in Ambon 


Reuters 


sireiron. a plump, moustached 
cml servant in his fifties, should 
be the kind of person with 
everything to lose from the 
conflict On the wall ofhis house 


spears, home-made sling s and 
even a home-made gun. Mr 
Pessireiron (not his real name) 
talks not of a jihad, but of a cru- 
sade “It is in the nature of re- 


impossible to judge who start- 
ed all this, and who is most at 


spite their numbers, they are 
deprived of political power and 


port road local Christians point 

to a whitewashed wall that still 


THERE WAS a miracle on the is- 
land of Ambon last week, on the 
black Monday morning when 
the police opened fire on the 
worshippers in Ahuru. 

Haji Muhammed Jusuf Ely 
secretary of the Muslim emer- 
gency taskforce, was not there, 
but he bas no doubts about 
what happened. “I heard it my- 
self from the imam, Haji Hus- 
sein,” he says, in his office in AI 
Fhtah, the great green mosque 
in the centre of Ambon town. 
“'Wb have eyewitnesses. r 

As in all matters connected 
to this conflict, Muslim and 
Christian bystanders bear wit- 
ness to different stories, but 
what is certain is that a terri- 
ble battle between Christians 
and Muslims took place at 
Ahuru in which three worship- 
pers at the mosque died. “The 
imam was in the middle of it" 
says Haji Jusuf Ely, “and there 
were Christian police on either 
side. Captain L.S" - he names 
the man - “had a Colt 45 and he 
■ fired it directly at Hqji Hussein. 
-■ “The chamber revolved - 
> . click,dick, click - and the bul- 
■ . lets came out But the bullets 
‘ did not strike him. God helped 
■- him. because God protects his 
'! people.” Whatever the truth 
- about the bullet-proof imam, it 
was an entirely appropriate 
moment for divine intervention. 
Fbr it was then, at Ahuru, that 
the situation in Ambon changed 
irrevocably from a bitter local 
outbreak of communal violence 
into a fledgling holy war. 

fourteen hundred miles 
away in Jakarta, hundreds of 


By Richard Lloyd Parky 
in Ambon, Indonesia 


Muslims marched yesterday, as 
they had the previous morning, 

fhftnrin gfar an Islamic jihad in 

defence of the Muslims of 
Ambon. “IfAbri [the Indonesian 
aimed forces] cannot act prop- 
erly most Islamic people are 
ready to go to war in Ambon”, 
read one placard. On the island 
itself, Muslim clerics have 
stopped short of formally de- 
claring a jihad, which remains 
“the last straw”, according to 
Haji Jusuf Ely “But when we 
have no other choices, that is 
what we must do. 

“It would be the end of peace 
talks and the end of compro- 
mise,” he says. “Everyone who 
can carry weapons must go to 
fight. KOI or be killed, fife do not 
yet call fbr a jihad, but there is 
jihad in our hearts.'’ What 
began six weeks ago as a fight 
between a minibus driver and 
his passenger; and spread into 
street battles involving young 
Ambonese, has transformed 
itself into an intractable reli- 
gious conflid, in which loyalties 
are determined by religion 
alone and murder and de- 
struction have divine sanction. 

In the past two days an ap- 
pearance of calm has returned 
to Ambon, but few believe that 
it will hold for long “However 
many troops come,” says Jusuf 
Ely “they will not be enough if 
between the two communities 
there is not peace." 

It is not oniy Muslims who 
speak of holy war. Jonas Pes- 


are family photographs and a 
framed poster bearing a pious 
Christian verse. But nestling in 
the umbrella stand is a parang 
-a machete-like sword -and in 
the back are home-made 


H gi nn that sacrifices are made,” 
he says. “If you die in this holy 
wax; you die in the name of 
Christ and if you kill, you kill 
also in the name of Christ” 


fault Maluku province, the 
modem name for what was 
once called the Spice island*, 
has the largest Christian pop- 
ulation in Tn dnnpsfa - 800,000 
out of 2 million in the province 
as a whole, and a 58 per cent 
majority in the town of Ambon. 


dispriminatpd against by the 
civil service and central gov- 
ernment Muslims insist that 
the Christians are trying to 
drive them out: without doubt 
vicious acts of murder and de- 
struction have been committed 
by both sides. 

In Nania, a village on the air- 


bears a splatter of feding blood- 
stains from the 6i-year-old 
priest Paulus Thiyessen, who 
was cut down try Muslims as he 
tried to prevent them from 
burning his church. That was 
on 20 January, the day after the 
And of Hit* Islamic fas ting month 
of Ramadan, when many Mus- 


lims swept down from their 
villages, burning Christian set- 
tlements on the way. 

Thirty-five Christian houses 
were burnt in the neighbouring 
village of Negeri Lama - but a 
for greater number of Muslim 
households were put to the^ 
ton* in retaliation. “TO; ha ve al-“ 
ways lived so peacefully with 
our Muslim brothers,” says 
Herman Shvalette, a local fish- 
erman, who now sleeps with his 
fam ily in a refugee camp, and 
returns by day to rebuild his 
house. ButHsgi Jusuf Efy insists 
the Muslims were returning to 
their homes, and that they woe 
provoked and attacked by the 
Christians as they passed. 

Compared with other out- 
breaks of unrest, in other cor- 
ners of Indonesia, there has 
been little conventional crime. 

In Jakarta last May, hun- 
dreds of people died when they 
were trapped in multi-storey 
shopping centres that were 
looted then put to the ton*. But, 
apart from a few broken win- 
dows, the giant Ambon Plaza in 
the centre of town is untouched. 
There is a strange, twisted pu- 
rify about the troubles here that 
is almost fearful. 

“I order my people not to JdD 
women and old men and not to 
shoot first” says Jusuf Ely. 
“Never kill somebody who has 
surrendered, but protect your 
religion- If somebody burnt 
your bouse, killed your wife and 
children and grandchildren - 
can you forget it? Can you? %u 
can never forget it - you are 
human. You can never forget” 


To the visiting outsider it is Christians complain that de- 















Intel' Pentium’ III Processor 450MHz 

• lx 128Mb (Fast 100MHz) SyncDRAM. 

• 13.0Gb Seagate Hard Disk Drive, 
i • US Robotics 56k v.90 Modem. 

:«ir Monitor. pc world price 

1 • 6x Hitachi DVD-ROM Drive. 

• 16Mb Riva TNT 

2D/3D Graphics Card. wcwr 

1 YEAR FREE jSP M 

ON-SITE SERVICING 1 

MODEL- Advent 6710 ww&fa* 










Intel' Pentium' III Processor 450MHz I 

• 64Mb (Fast KlOMHz) SyncDRAM. 

• 6.4Gb Hard Disk Drive. 

PC WORLD PRICE 

• 8Mb 2x AGP ATI Rage 
. Pro Graphics. 

• 56kbps modem. 

#15” Colour Monitor, 

• Over 61000 worth 
of software! 

MODEL- Pulsar K450. 


£ 1190.64 







wckupafree 

disc to- store 


today! 


77efesf and easy way toafiiyfeatndtoemBtPa&agBkrfacottalalocjal 


We won't 
be beaten 
on price 


Tte poraw thrt rfyou W ** Mine 
dfer jvaliCif s a bw pwain Mr 
cOei tea! teal eo* vudui 7 dip d 
pndwie rail irisnd Re 
gusmteefi - parted jou cm pndut* 
ram recast and deeds of utee wu 
HiatfietfeL 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 

0990464464 


i SHOP OfWJNE FOR SOFTWHH XT 

» wwv^>cworidxOr^ 



•On all PCs and primers over £250. Credit Protection Insurance (CPI) is optional and will protect your payments in use of accident unemployment Of illness. CPI is not included in the monthly repayments unless otherwise stated. TYPICAL 
EXAMPLE: iWithout CPU Cash Price £693. No Deposit and 4a monihly payments ol £20 66 - tool amount payable £991 .68. Minimum purchase £250. Subject to status. Written quotations available from: DeptMX/PCW Mayiands Avenue, Heme I 
Hempstead HP2 7TG. The Intel Inside logo, Pentium, Celeron and MMX are Registered Trademarks of the Intel Corporation. *8ased on current selling prices of actual or equivalent titles (excluding disks and manuals for pre-loaded 
software 1. 1 Exclusive to DSC Retail Ltd *Bo«es fat illustration purposes only. 


Sri Lailka 
shamed by 
mass graves 


THE SRI LANKA government 
took the first step yesterday to- 
wards investigating atrocities 
alleged to have been committed 
by soldiers against Tamil civil- 
ians, when an aircraft carrying 
forensic scientists, government 
officials and journalists was 
flown to what is said to be the 
site of a mass grave in the 
northern peninsula of J affna 

At the village of Chemmani 
on the outskirts of Jaffna city, 
the investigators took sofl sam- 
ples to satisfy themselves that 
the ground had not been re- 
cently disturbed. The j^eskfing 
magistrate told reporters that 
after the forensic report is pre- 
sented, before the end of 
March, he would announce a 
date for the digging of the area. 

As many as 300 bodies are 
said to have been disposed of in 
a mass grave in the area 
between 1995 and 1997. The in- 
vestigation that beganyesterdsy 
may ultimately force the gov- 
ernment, which has been un- 
willing to investigate the 
charges, to admit responsibili- 
ty in the deaths and disappear- 
ances. Amnesty International, 
the human rights group, daftra 
600 peqpte disappeared from the 
peninsula during this period. 

Although the rebel Tamil 
Tigers are most likely to reap 


BY PETER POPHAM 

in Delhi 

propaganda benefits if the atroc- 
ities prove to be true, they are 
the ernes delaying the proceed- 
ings. They demanded the courts 
mJaflha shut down or face dire 

consequences. The courts duly 
did so yesterday, posting no- 
tices that they would not reopen 

for three months. The Tigers do 
not want the charges investi- 
gated by local courts but by 
human rights groups. 

The alleged atrocities date 
from after toe time in late 1995 
when tens of thousands of gov- 
ernment troops swarmed into 
the Jaffna peninsula in Opera- 
tion Rxviresa (S unshin e). 

The talk of a mass grave 
emerged last Jufy. A soldier; So- 
maratne Rajapakse, told the 
court that sentenced him to 
death for murdering a Tamil 
schoolgirl that hundreds of 
Tamils, mostly young men, had 
been murdered and disposed of 
in mass graves. He said he was 
prepared to identify toe graves. 

“TOe know that some people 
were buried there,” said Im- 
drani Selvarajah, whose 19- 
year-old son disappeared after 
being arrested by the military 
in 1996. “We want to find out the 
truth fbr ourselves." 
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In Brief 

New faultfine under Los Angeles 

SCIENTISTS IN Los Angeles have pinpointed a new 
seismic fault running directly beneath the city capable of 
producing a devastating earthquake along a 25-mile line 
of heavily built-up metropolitan sprawl Scientists writing 
in the journal Science named it the Puente fault 

Bonn backs cable car families 

THE GERMAN government said it would laid support to 
compensation claims against the United States raised by 
the families of seven Germans killed when a plane sliced 
through cable car lines in Italy. A pilot was acquitted at a 
court martial on Thursday of causing the deaths last yean 


Yeltsin’s sacking call condemned 



drive 
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to have him removed from his job as secretary to the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. Mr Berezovsky 
said Mr Yeltsin’s efforts harked back to Soviet days. 

Orthodox Jew stabbed by Arab 

AN ARAB stabbed an ultra-Ortoodrac Jew yesterday 
outade a gate to the walled Old City of Jerusalem, 
senousfy wounding him, police said. The attacker of 
Aharon Lefkowitz, 50, got away. 


Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 50 or over call free ! 

S3 0800 414 525 
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Clinton’s 

envoy is 

snubbed 

by Serbs 


YUGOSLAVIA again challenged 
.the West yesterday ^refusing 
to allow an entry visa to Bob 
Dole, the former US Senator as 
the leading powers stepped up 
their efforts to nafl down a 
peace agreement in Kosovo 
before renewed fighting rips the 
province apart 

With senior Kosovo Albani- 
ans indicating that they are 
ready to sign an interim peace 
deal before talks resume at a 
military base in Normandy In 
nine days, the West believes it 
at last has the opportunity to 
place Belgrade before a choice 
it has so for been able to avoid 
- of other signing the take-it- 
or-leave-it deal, or having it 
imposed by the force of Nato 
arms. 

But the decision to force Mr 
Dole, the former Republican 
presidential candidate and lat- 
est in a line of high-level medi- 
ators to the region, to hold his 
scheduled talks with Albanian 
representatives in the Mace- 
donian capital of Skopje was a 
clear sign that President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic has no inten- 
tion of folding his hand just yet 

US officials said Mr Dole was 
still hopeful of crossing into 
Kosovo, which is a part of Ser- 
bia and therefore Yugoslavia, 
and was in contact with the Yu- 
goslav consulate in Skopje. But 
Belgrade is known to consider 
him to be'irredeemab jy biased 
in favour of Kosovo’s Albanians. 

A Serbian judge was quoted 
yesterday as ordering the im- 
mediate arrest of Has^Thaqi, 
who emerged at the previous 
round of peace talks in Ram- 
bouillet, France,, as a key 
spokesman for the Kosovo lib- 
eration Army. The Contact 


By Rupert Cornwell 

Group peace plan, which the 
KLA is co min g round to after 
much hesitation, provides for 
autonomy- but no guarantee of 

theffHlppendmce defnafyV^ ly 
both, the miiitfliy and political 
leaders of the overwh elming AL 
banian majority of its two mil- 
lion rnhflhifapfe 
As Mr Dole waited in Mace- 
donia, the US Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright, 
announced an unexpected 
stop-over in London today, to 
discuss Kosovo with the For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook; 
the co-chairman of the peace 
talks. A once mooted visit by Mr 
Cook himself to Belgrade ap- 
pears to have been ruled out 
Diplomats said Richard Hol- 
brooke, the US envoy who 
clinched the Bosnia settlement 
in 1995, may travel himsdf to tty 
to persuade Mr Milosevic to 
accept the proposed Kosovo 
deal - including the deploy- 
ment of up to 30,000 Nato and 


in the province. 

The urgent need for a solu- 
tion was underlined yesterday 
with shelling by Yugoslav army 
tanks of the viUage ofNeknvce, 
southwest of Kosovo’s capital, 
Pristina. Hundreds of villagers 
were reported to be fleeing. 

In a separate move but one 
that might also increase 
Serb/Westem tensions, Carlos 
Wes ten dorp, the leading in- 
ternational peace co-ordinator 
in Bosnia, removed the Serb 
Republic’s hardline president, 
Nikola Foplasen, on the basis 
that he was obstructing imple- 
mentation of the 1995 Dayton 
peace accord. 


Adelina Isma fl i, the current Miss Kosovo and a pop star best known in her homeland for the hit song *1 want to make an army with Ibrahim Rogova’ Andrew Ttesta 

‘My weapon is my voice, not a gun’ 


A FEMINIST beauty queen and 
a rapper who abhors violence 
- in Kosovo, the unusual is to 

he egpftriterl Adrifna Tsmaiti, « 1 , 
and M errill, 19, are two of the 
brightest musical stars on the 
Kosovo Albanian scene. But 
neither is much interested in 
singing about the war that has 
engulfed their country for the 
past yean 

Adelina won the Miss 
Kosovo title in 1997 and there 
hasn't been a contest since, but 
she is better known for her hit 
single, “I want to make an 
army with Ib rahim Rugova”. 
The glossy photos m which she 
is scantier dressed and defi- 
nitely sultry might give the 
impression that she is a bimbo. 


By Emma Daly 
in Pristina 


In feet Adelina is intelligent 
rharmmg and an ardent femi- 
nist She recorded the song in 
early 1997, when Mr Rugova 
was still the pacifist leader of 
the main Kosovo Albanian 
party; the LDKL Since then he 
has been sidelined by the 
Kosovo Liberation Army. 

“It was popular before [the 
fighting started] because peo- 
ple were really boiling When 
the song became a hit 1 knew 
something would happen 
here,” she says. “I Eke Rugova. 
I was a fan of his and I still am, 
because he has chosen the 
best path for peace, but there 


is no dialogue with Serbia, so 
people saw they had to fight to 
win something for themselves.” 

Memli, a gentle, ponytailed 
figure, has found it almost 
impossible to get work since the 
conflict started. “I feel my 
music is the job I have to do for 
this land and these people,” he 
says. “My weapon is not a gun, 
rnyweaponisamkrophcnebirt 
I will use a gun if it’s needed.” 
Heats in a room where posters 
of his band. Rhythm of the 
Streets, compete for wall space 
with Leonardo DiCaprio. 
"That's my sister's stuff,” he 
explains hastily. 

Both he and Adelina write 
about everyday fife Their songs 
are of relationships, money, 


friends, as well as the war. He 
is probably the more senti- 
mental of the two. A Serbian 
singer re-recorded Adelina’s 
Rugova hit with new lyrics. “It 
was something about love. It 
was stupid, like all their lyrics,’ 1 
she says grimacing, offering as 
an example of Serbian pop 
music “Run away my darling, 
My father is armed.” 

Her anger is directed not 
onlyat Serbs. She can be tren- 
chant on the the machismo of 
the average Kosovo Albanian. 

“The first war I would fight 
here is to give women their 
rights,” she says, describing a 
society in which husbands can 
take lovers while wives have 
only their chores. “All the fam- 


ily depends on the woman, yet 
she is nothing. That’s what I 
hate.” Adelina grew up among 
women. like hundreds of thou- 
sands of other Kosovar men, 
her father moved abroad after 
1989, when Serbia stripped 
Kosovo of its autonomy and 
fired most Albanians from their 
jobs in the state sector. 

“In the KLA eve^thingis dif- 
ferent,” she says. “There are 
many fighters who are girls. 
The commanders are young, in 
their twenties, so they under- 
stand life as it is. They allow 
their girlfriends to fight” 

Despite her success - and 
Memlfs- neither has made the 
kind of money they might 
expect in the TOsst Royalties for 


radio play are non-existent and, 
as second-class inhabitants in 
the Serbian state, they have no 
access to the Yugoslav courts. 

Adelina lives next door to a 
Serb who fires out or the win- 
dow when he is drunk. She can 
no longs* party after dark- be- 
cause of a spate of grenade at- 
tacks on cafes, most Albanians 
stay home at night. “We are an 
ignored people, we have no 
rights,” Adelina says. 

But Memli's dominant tone 
is one of optimism. It is 
reflected even in his song “AH 
the bad things around us”. It 
may open with the wail of po- 
lice sirens but it ends on a 
defiant note: “Tomorrow the 
sun will shine, even here.” 
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tfjyfeoendBnt rear gusoenston oasssnasr avbaas • power assisted steering 

; RTfae” dasicri :- or 18 16* artec er^ne :.> ; w8h Hly acjustebte steering obbnrn> remote 

fttSfipr .space . IZyeer.artfper^^ protection . driver and control central double locking with remote 


taSgate release and safeguard krsmobflteer 

• power front windows « 15" afioy wheels 

• sports style seats and front fog lamps 



Car Of Trie Year1999 


£14,000* or £184** pm at 11.5% APR on OftleM 

ofrotoopfion pack; er concftiorr^ • wodacreen . heated washer jets - etectricaly operated and heated door mirrors - £500 (ind vat) 

reflax option pedc etectronic snti lock • etectrorfc dual mode tr^Slon control ’ electronic brake fc^co cfetrixAlon - side 3t3ags ■ £500 (incl vat) 
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When you 

just 

can’t talk to 

anyone, 
talk to us. 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, Or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 


The Samaritans. We’ll go through it with you. 


A Registered Charity funded by voluntary donations. 


hcqx//wwwxompulinlcco.uk/~careware'/samartans/ 
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Ex-mistress accuses 
Dumas over bribes 


THE EX-MISTRESS of the 
former French foreign minister 
Roland Dumas has turned on 
her long-time Mend and 
accused him of taking bribes - 
including a £1,100 pair of shoes 
- from France’s biggest 
company. 

After refusing for months to 
co-operate, despite being 
placed in detention, Christine 
Deviers- J oncour has written to 
two investigative judges and ac- 
cused Mr Dumas of taking 
inducements from the Elf oil 
company in the early 1990s. 

Contradicting her previous 
testimony she said it was Mr 
Dumas who got her a job with 
the company, and that while be 
was foreign minister he ac- 
cepted presents, bought with 
Elf’s cash, including the shoes 
and 12 ancient Greek statuettes 
worth £30.000. The judges are 
investigating whether Mr 
Dumas was paid by Elf to 
drop his opposition to the sale 
of frigates to Taiwan, a deal bro- 
kered by the company. 

The allegations make the 
position of Mr Dumas - head of 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

the constitutional council, 
which among other things 
judges the alleged wrongdoings 
of politicians - virtually 
untenable. 

The latest twist in the case 
is also uncomfortable for Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac, even 
though Mr Dumas, as a 
Socialist, is a political opponent 
Mr Chirac is the only person 
who can bring pressure on Mr 
Dumas to quit his present post 
He has adamantly refused to 
do so. 

Last year the constitutional 
council, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr Dumas, tagged an 
unsolicited ruling on to the end 
of another judgment In effect 
it forbade the French judiciary 
from investigating the alleged 
c rimin al activity of a sitting 
president Investigations of the 
illegal financing of Mr Chirac's 
party, the neo-Gaullist RPR, 
-have been creeping up the 
ranks towards the President in 
recent months. 


The Dumas affair is a small 
comer of a much larger inves- 
tigation of alleged influence- 
trafficking and embezzlement 
at Elt 

Ms Deviers- Joncour, well* 
known to be the mistress of Mr 
Dumas, was given an ill-defined 
job by the company in 1990. She 
received a high salary, a luxu- 
rious apartment and a limitless 
credit card. 

Despite being placed in pre- 
ventive detention, she refused 
to co-operate with the judicial 
investigation of Elf s affairs. She 
told the judges that Mr Dumas 
had not rigged her job and had 
not accepted a centime of Elf s 
cash. 

Her decision to reverse this 
testimony - both in a letter to 
the investigating judges and in 
an interview with Paris Match 
- comes after a series of slight- 
ing and dismissive remarks 
made by Mr Dumas. Ms 
Deviers- J oncour intonated the 
former foreign minister by de- 
scribing her long relationship 
with him in a book entitled The 
Whore of the Republic. 
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THE GERMANS have the lock, 
the Americans the key to the 
mysteries of the Communist 
world's most formidable spying 
machine. When the two sides 
come together to compare 
notes, thousands of former 
agents will be unmasked. 

So ran the theory. But. the 
dues to the secrets of the Stasi 
the East German secret police, 
are separated by a vaster dis- 
tance than the breadth of an 
ocean. The CIA’s pfle of Stasi 
documents is in its vaults in 
Washington, while the recent- 
b^jeoded files to which it cor- 
responds are kept in Berlin. 

Never the twain may meet 
What had seemed like a simple 
jigsaw puzzle has turned in re- 
cent weeks into a diplomatic 
nightmare. Fbr Germany’s new 
government, determined to as- 
sert itself on the world stage, 
the bickering has revealed that 
the US still refuses to recognise 
Europe’s most powerful coun- 
try as anything other than an. 
American client 

The CIA new had much re- 
spect for the West German se- ! 
curity service (BNDJ. whose , 
spies were regarded by their \ 

US bosses as low in morale and 

intelligence and lacking initia- 
tive. There is no evidence to 
suggest BND agents found out 
mush about East Germany or 
c4i$ired many Stasi spies. 

Under Marinis Wolf, head of 
the Stasi’s foreign intelligence 
operations, Communist agents 
rummaged through the West’s 
secrets at will. Nato’s battle 
plans and logistics would find 
their way to East Berlin hidden 
in train lavatories. Against that 
the West could muster nothing, 
not even, for 20 years, a photo- 
graph of its chief adversary. 

Nearh* 1 0 years after the fall 
of the Wall it is still a matter of 
conjecture how thoroughly the 
Stasi penetrated the West The 
resignation of the West German 
chancellor Willy Brandt in 1974 
after the unmasking of his dose 
colleague, G Anther Guillaume, 


ByIMREKARACS 
in Bonn i 

H 

\ 

as a spy is regarded as the 
Stasi’s finest horn But allega- 
tions persist tbat^here was a 
second highly placed Social 
Democrat poEticiaripn the Waif 
payroll. \ 

It should not he tko difficult 
to find out Last mopth inves- 
tigators in Berlin revUled they 
had cracked the cote to the 
Stasfs databank. Mire than 
10,000 magnetic tapei storing 
the Stasi computers’* secrets 
are being processed, i 

The Germans have old they 
are happy to share tfts gold- 
mine with their allies: Chan- 
cellor Gerhard Schroder sent 
his fixer; Bodo Hombtch, to 
Washington last montk, and 
Mr Schroder has tried to get 
President Bill Clinton imolved 
in the matter. For the German 
breakthrough, useful ash may 
be to obtain a complete picture 
of the Stasi operation, lacks one 
ingredient: the list of Stasi 
agents. 

The Americans have bat, 
andmigbtflyproudofittheyare 
too. They acquired their hkf of 
the puzzle amid the confusion 
1 of Communism’s collapse. Op- 
\ eration Rosewood, as the sting 
is called, was “one of the high- 
est points of the Cold Whs" ac- 
cording to the CIA’s public 
relations department 
\ In fact the Cold War had kmg 

been over, and the CIA used 
do thing more cunning than its 
cheque-book. 

1 Operation Rosewood was a 
simple business transaction 
between the Americans and 
renegade Soviet agents out to 
make a fast buck. Unde Sam 
pari $1 -5m for the lot and spir- 
ited it away under the noses of 
tii/ BND. Now they will not let 
go of their treasure. Mr Hom- 
bab was sent packing. Mr 
Sc iroder was given the brush- 
ofl Until a solution can be 
foind, Markus Wolfs agents 
cal sleep soundly. 
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Gladdafi in new 
Lockerbie talks 


pioitt ben^- 


LIBYA’S LEADER, Colonel 
Muammar Gaddafi, starting a 
week-long trip to Egypt amid 
signs of a possible break- 
through in the Lockerbie dis- 
pute. drove towards Cairo m a 
cavalcade of some 200 vehicles 
yesterday. 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister. 
Amr Moussa. said in Malta he 
expected a solution "within the 
nrug few weeks" to the lengthy 

(Mict pitting Libya against 

Britain and the United State* 
“There are great prospects 
for optimism in this question. 
There are positive signs from 
both sides," said Mr Moussa at 
the end of a two-day 


By mjstair Lyon 

Eu opean-Mediterrao ean for- 
eigi ministers’ meeting in 
Ma ta’s capital Valletta. 

■ he United Nations Security 
Co 1 ncil imposed sanctions on 

Lit /a in 1992 for failing to hand 

0 v< r for trial two Libyans ac- 
cu! ed of planting a bomb on the 
Pa , Am airliner that exploded 
ov r Lockerbie in December 
19 8, killing 270 people. 

Hr Moussa said the dispute 
wcild figure high in talks be- 
tu?en Colonel Gaddafi and 
President Hosni Mubarak 
wl£n they meet at the Qubba 
prudential palace today. 
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Kyrgyzstan 


/ 

abandoned 


SANJAL SITS in the kitchen 
chain smoking. “It’s going to be 
the happiest day of my life", he 
says, nervously. "You look as if 
you're preparing to go to a 
funeral" his friend Aziz teases 
him. Within a few hours, the two 
boys are planning to kidnap a 
bride for Sanjal 

The bridegroom, a sophisti- 
cated 2i -year-old law student 
dressed in a Boss jacket and 
Levi jeans, says he had no 
choice. It is the tradition in Kyr- 
gyzstan. The youngest son 
must look after his parents. 
They are in their sixties and 
want him married. 

He is undeterred that the 
penalty for bride-stealing in the 
former Soviet republic is a two- 
year prison sentence. “The girls' 
families never bring charges", 
he says. But, as an educated, 
good-looking young man, why 
doesn’t he simply ask the girl? 
"I've only ever seen her at uni- 
versity." he replies. “Tve never 
spoken to her. She may have a 
boyfriend for all 1 know. She may 
be in love. She might say no. I 
have to kidnap her" 

The tradition of bride steal- 
ing is alive and well in Kyr- 
gyzstan. It evolved in the days 
of the nomadic tribes, which 
roamed the country before Stal- 
in collectivised rural life. 


By Sue Lloyd-Roberts 
in Bishkek 

In those pre-Revolutionazy 
days, a bride could cost as 
much as five horses and a lusty 
young man found it more 
expedient to snatch the girl of 
Ms choice, literally swinging her 
on to his saddle. The custom 
thrived even in the Soviet era 
and it still suits the dimate of 
economic hardship that fol- 
lowed the Central Asian re- 
public’s independence in 1991. 

But notions such as "as- 
sertiveness* and "empower- 
ment'’ favoured by feminists in 
the West are catching on 
among the sisters in the Kyrgyz 
rapifrai Bishkek- A centre deal- 
ing with rape, domestic violence 
and bride stealing has received 
more than a thousand calls 
since it opened a year ago. 

Cowed and tearful young 
women come knocking at the 
door to attend therapy ses- 
sions delivered by women who 
were themselves kidnapped in 
Soviet times but have since 
learnt the language of sexual 
emancipation from their Amer- 
ican sponsors. 

It is too late, though, for 
young women such as Gulmi- 
ra, 19, who tells the volunteer 
therapist how she was violently 
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Maja deft) Is rescued by her mother (centre) as the mother of her kidnapper looks on. Bride-stealing is alive and well In Central Asia 


kidnapped when she was 16 and 
then raped and abandoned. 

She can barely utter the 
words and will dearly need 
many more empower mart ses- 
sions before she could bring 
herself to look an abductor in 
the eye and defy what be con- 
siders is his rigfrL 

For the boys, it is all a bit of 
a lark. Doran Nuriyev; Krygzs- 
tan’s most celebrated pop star; 
kidnapped his wife 18 months 
ago. Over vodka and cigarettes 
in his dressing room after a 
show, he and his best man 
(who. in Kyrgyzstan, also dou- 


bles up as kidnap accomplice) 
reminisce with gjee. “I consider 
myself an bit of an expert,” says 

partnerHn-crime, Sergei Myk- 
tebek. "Tve done lots of them 
but it can still turn out tricky. 
Doran’s girl scratched me and 
Tve still got the scars but we 
enjoyed it,” he says, laughing. 

“It would be great if it 
became legaL” Doran agrees. 
He says he feels sorry that he 
did not allow his wife to finish 
her university education, "but 
we're happy now and she and 
the baby inspire my music”. 

Meanwhile, Sanjal’s parents 


are excited about their boy’s big 
day His mofeer, Norguz, is quite 
matter-of-fect about what they 
have instructed him to do and- 
she says she is looking forward 
to “10, no 12 grandchildreh” 
from the young couple. Various 
daughter s and daughters-in- 
law are busy preparing the 

bouse and the wedding banquet 
The whole village has been in- 
vited to the wedding party. 

Norguz reaches into an 
arvwitlftatfMy t niTilfft irthP ppd 
crushed-velvet dress that her 
three daughters-in-law wore 
after they were kidnapped fay 


her older sons and the “platof, 
the ritual headscarf 

According to custom, she 
explains, it is anfynecessaiy for 
the intended bride to cross the 
threshold of a boy’s house and 
for the mother-in-law to cover 

her head with the headscarf for 
her honour to be compromised 
and for the marriage to become 
a fait accompli. 

After this, it is left only for the 

local mullah to be summoned 
to Mess the couple. Astonisb- 
ingfy, given the regularity with 
which kidnaps take place, the 
girl selected by Sanjal 19-year- 



Easing the 
pain of 
exiles’ life 
in limbo 

WEEK IN THE LIFE 

DAISY DOOE, AID WORKER. THAILAND 


THE DRY season in Sang- 
khlaburi, western Thailand, 
has brought a steady stream of 
displaced and desperate peo- 
ple from across the border 
with Burma. They come to 
join the 7,000 or so already 
here. They are illegal immi- 
grants, caught between one of 
the world’s most repressive 
regimes and the dead-end life 
of a refugee camp. 

Ten years ago, Daisy Dooe 
was one of the first to arrive, 
after her home was attacked 
and burnt down by Burmese 
troops. Tbday she operates 
as an independent aid worker; 
helping her compatriots to 
hold bod}* and soul together in 
the limbo that has become 
their home. 

The smoke of a hundred 
fires is mingling with Monday 
evening's mist over the hill- 
sides when a man comes, ten- 
tative!}; into Daisy's yard. As he 
sits on the Burmese teak chair 
on her balcony, his shoulders 
convulse uncontrollably. 

The man's 14-year-old 
daughter lies ill he explains 
tearfully, and he fears it is 
malaria. Over the past year, 3 
hundred displaced children 
have contracted the disease, 
and 21 have died. Daisy finds 
him an extra blanket from her 
emergency supply and, some- 
how. she finds him some 
money to help him with the bill 
for medical treatment. 

The following day brings a 
reminder of happier times. 




Daisy Dooe overseeing operations on the fabric production line. Every stage of the process helps to keep alive traditional skills 


Some girls in Daisy’s pantry 
are preparing crabs for smok- 
ing. These delicacies have 
turned up unexpectedly. They 
are a gift, Daisy explains, from 
a family she helped in 
Songkhlaburi who later went 
back to Burma with a promise 
to send her “nice things" to 
show their gratitude. Daisy's 
culinary feme dates from the 
old days in Three Pagodas, a 
town just over the border in 
Burma, where she ran Daisy's 
Revolutionary Restaurant - 
slogan: “Better Fed than Red". 

In those days, the frontier 
crossing was controlled by the 
Karen National Liberation 
Army the strongest rebel force 
opposing the Burmese regime 
and indefatigable fighters for 


autonomy within their own 
ethnic homeland of Kaw- 
tboolel Today, every mouthful 
of contraband crab will carry 
with it the taste of freedom, 
alongside such Burmese deli- 
cacies as ngapigyaw , prawn 
paste fried with onion, dried 
chillies and garlic 


There are practical ways to 
help the struggle. Sharing 
Daisy's backyard with 15 chick- 
ens and nine dogs is an entire 
production tine of men and 
women, creating the most 
stunningly colourful array of 
fabrics. Every stage of the 
process helps to keep alive 
traditional skills. 

Today’s task is to bo3 the 


skin of fruit to dye the doth. 
Men pore over designs 
sketched out on pieces of 
paper before looms clatter into 
action. They sell the finished 
product to tourists. 


Daisy’s fellow Karen are not 
toe only ethnic group fighting 
the regime. There are also the 
Mon. and many ordinary 
Burmese, too. In toe past eth- 
nic divisions between the 

groups in Burma hampered 
tite struggle against toe military 
junta, but Daisy feels she is 
helping to weave a new collec- 
tive identity among the exiles. 

She hopes it will contribute 
to toe solidarity that Burma’s 
peoples will need to build a 


peaceful and democratic fu- 
ture: "Here, we must all 
work together and look after 
each other” she says. 

Thursday finds Daisy ex- 
hausted and suffering from 
toothache. Roused before 
dawn to help a Karen man at 
the hospital, die hears a ter- 
rible tale. The man was driven 
into the jungle fearing a round- 
up of illegal immigrants awl 
being sent to a refugee camp. 
There he was attacked by a 
bear foraging for food. “His 
scalp was bitten half off,” Daisy 
recalls with a shudder 


Later she convenes a 
women’s group to discuss how 
they can help poor Burmese 


girls held in Sangltolaburfs 
brotoeL “These are innocent, 
ignorant girls," she explains. 
“Some of them did not know 
about condoms. I had to go to 
toe brothel and show them 
how to use them. Me, an old 
lady! It was embarrassing." 

Among the displaced and 
destitute who come to Daisy’s 
door are a growing number of 
people with HTV or Aids. But 
most are just victims of state- 
sponsored violence. 


Zarni Thway, a veteran of 
toe students’ ionising in toe 
Burmese capital Rangoon, in 
March 1988, now helps as a 
“barefoot doctor”, applying his 
rudimentary medical s kills 


Herald, Sydney 

equipped him with 
oscope and blood- 
testing kit, donated by 
doctors in Britain. She 
to see a woman of 60 
who saiys she left her village to 
escape “forced-portering” - 
toe druel practice of the 
Burmese troops, who force 
civilians to manfe through the 

jungle Carrying ammunitio n 
on their way to wage wan 
The woman is suffering 
from hypertension but her po- 
litical awareness is in rude 
health. “Some day soon,” she 
declares, “Aung San Suu Kyi 
[Burma democracy leader] 
will come to power and there 
will be democracy. Then, I will 
go back to Burma." 

Jake Lynch 


“It happened to us all", *\bu*U 
be happy:" Maja, now hysteri- 
cal demands that someone 


old Maja, has agreed to cornel 
along with a friend to a birthj 
day party at his house. Vnsusj 
pecting, she walks across the 
threshold and is greeted bt 
the women in the family who 
hover Site predators. J 
Norguz, a formidabfe 
woman, lunges at the tiny gii 
with the headscarf. Maja 

screams and starts to fight lire 

a caged animal holding her 
hands above her head to slop 
toe headscarf from coveting 
here head. The women fare 
unperturbed, they all /say 
“come on, it is always like pis", 


mother. Norguz agrees: “»ur 
mother wifi ted you it is alright, 
it is our custom." 

At this point, it becomes 
dear to me that this is much 
more sinister than the 

“courtship ritual” I had been led 
to expect I intervene but I am 
brushed aside fay the femlfy I 
then order a car which brings 
I Mqa's mother to the house. 

Half an hour latec she storms 
in. “No, it’s not our custom,” she 
yells at Norguz. “My daughter 
is Arriving her university edu- 
cation" and she gathers up her 
weeping daughter 

Saqj al is mortified. The “hap- 
pdest day” of his life is not turn- 
ing out as planned, Norguz and 
her daughters, surrounded by 
the prepared banquet, are^ 
shock. They look helplessly rZs 
toe car carrying Maja and her 
mother races out of toe village. 

Perhaps those lessons in 
empowerment and assertion 
are catching on, after ail 

Sue UoydrRdberts’ film 
Bridestealing in Kyrgyzstan 
wiU be shown on BBC2's 
Vorrespandenf programme 
at? JO tonight 


THE VATICAN appears to be 
moving towards re-establishing 
ties with China, a move aimed 
at ending decades of isolation 
and persecution hf toe Catholic 
church there. A report in yes- 
terday’s Taiwan-based United 
Daily News states that the Vat- 
ican is on the verge of an- 
nouncing the establishment of 
diplomatic ties with China, 
which were severed in 1957. 

Although toe Catholic church 
in China encounters consider 
able official opposition and feoS 
a government-sponsored rival 
church that does not acknowl- 
edge the authority of toe \fetican, 
both sides have been feeling 
toeir way towards reooncfiiaiian 
for some time. 

Ifit comes to fruition, as this 
report suggests, it will be a body 
blow to Ihiwan. Last month. 
Jason Hu, the Taiwanese for- 
eign minister rushed to toe 'l&t- 
ican for talks with Rome's most 
senior foreign affairs officials. 
He sought assurances that ties 
with his country would not be 
broken. 

Although Mr Hu put a brave 
&ee on the meeting, the \fetican 
was non-committal in an- 
nouncing its outcome. Taiwan 
retains diplomatic ties with 28 
countries, most of which w 
tiny. In Europe it recently as/ 
tablisbed relations with Mace- 
donia but the Vatican is its onfy- 
other European alfy. 

Catholic sources in Hong .. 
Kong and the United States say ’ ; 
toe Catholic Church in China is 
growing and now has six to tea 

million members. 

Meanwhile, the Vatican is 
also trying to establish better 
relations with Vietnam, Asia's = 
second biggest communist ■ 
country. There are about eight, 
million Catholics in Vietnam, . 
making it the largest Asian 
Catholic c ommunit y aside from; 1 
the Philippines. 
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20% off o If wine from 

7th March. 


Buy six or more bottles of wine at Tesco and you’ll get an 
incredible 20% off. Bvt hvrry, they won’t be around forever. 


DISCOUNT DEDUCTED AT TILL OFFER ENDS 13359. EXCLUDES R.0.1, EXWESS STORES UO CALAIS VH PLUS. mnLiacaxo.Uk 
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, Women take top Jobs at Goldman 

^igLDMAN SACHS, the US investment bank, yesterday 

most management ranks fo r 
thefirsttone. The firm promoted RotoNiiistein and Leslie 

% SrSfi , mana S ement committee, which was 
treated m the wake of last year’s demotion of Jon Corrine. 

?* Ms Neustein comes from 

the firm s investment banking division, while Ms Tbrtora 
oversees technology developments. 

Limelight takes dUrect line 

kitchens and Oophin 
bathrooms group run by 
Ehh'.. chief executive Andrew 

IB M i|: Stanway (left), is to foUow 

If^KSk. succ *ss of its direct 

sales brand Kitchen Direct 
. X- y lW by launching equivalent 
.'rJV services in the bedroom 
§m bathroom sectors. 

' fe i ' i ' ll W ^ Bedroom Direct will be 

launched on Monday with 
Bathroom Direct following 
within a year. 

Limelight announced the plans as it unveiled its 
full-year figures, which showed rising sales and a 
return to profitability. It recorded pre-tax profits of 
£8.1m last year compared to a £12.3 million loss for 
1997. 

No final dividend was proposed but the company is 
planning a maiden payout at the interim stage. 
Limelight announced last month that it was in talks 
that could lead to an offer but these broke down. 

^ 1 

Kwlk Save upgrading continues 

SOMERETELD is to accelerate its upgrading of the Kwik 
Save stores acquired last year after seeing rising sales in 
the outlets converted so far. Somerfiejd said sales at the 10 
stores already converted to the Somerfield name had 
improved by 16 per cent from autumn to the end of 
February. 


BUSINESS 

Dow hits record high as 
interest rate fears recede 


THE US stock market hit a 
record high yesterday, after 


growth fuelled hopes that in- 
terest rates would be kept on 
hold. 

Virtually all the world's 
major finanriai markets clo se d 
higher on the back of the bet- 
terthan-expected US non-farm 
payrolls data, which showed 
that the economy was contin- 
uing to add jobs without 
creating wage inflatio n 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hit a new intra-day 
high of 9,680, and in London, the 
FTSE 100 closed 104.1 points 
higher at 6205.5. Earlier in 
Tokyo, stocks had put in their 
best one-day performance this 


KKR 
takes 
a £94m 
stake 
in TI 

. By Andrew verity 


KOHLBERG Kravis Roberts, the 
New York-based buyout spe- 
cialist, yesterday announced it 
was paying £94.4m for a -L9 per 
cent stake in TI, the specialist 
engineering group, saying the 
stock was fundamentally 
undervalued 

Shares in TI jumped 8 per 
cent to 445p in response to the 
move which took toe farm of a 
placing of new shares at 
Wednesday's closing price of 
400p. Most engineering stocks 
rose in response, pushingup val- 
uations by 1.22 percent 

Henxy R Kravis, one of Wall 
Streets best known whizz-kids, 
wffljoinTI as a non-executive di- 
rector The company said there 
was a standstill agre emen t at 9^ 
per cent, requiring KKR to get 
the permission of TTs manage- 
ment for further purchases. 

Mr Kravis said: 'TI is a com- 
pany we have been watching 
with great interest since we 
undertook two transactions with 
them in the late 1980s. We have 
been very impressed with their 
dear strategy and toe devdop- 


BY Lea Paterson 

year; helped by lower interest 
rates and optimism about the 
US jobs data, released after the 
Japanese market dosed. 

In toe bond markets, US 
Treasuries posted their largest 
one-day gain in 18 months, 
while UK gilts also dosed 
sharply higher 

In Uie currency markets, 
the dollar fell back from record 
highs against toe euro, trading 
at $1.0824 by mid-afternoon in 
New York 

Neil Parker; economist at 
Royal Bank of Scotland, said: 
Tt’s a sigh of relief from the 
markets, which had been cross- 
ing their fingers and praying 



that the payroll numbers would 
not be too strong.’' 

According to the US Labor 
Department, payrolls rose 


275.000 in February, more than 

30.000 higher than the consen- 
sus market forecast 

However; the' market was 
cheered by the growth of aver- 
age hourly earnings, which 
rose by just 0.1 per cent in Feb- 
ruary. This was substantially 
below both the January growth 
rate of 0.4 per cent and the con- 
sensus market forecast for Feb- 
ruary of 0.3 per cent 

Andrew Miligan at CGU 
Asset Management said: “It 
ties in with toe view that disin- 
flationary pressures and the re- 
cent turmoil have strongly 
encouraged companies to resist 
pressures to pay higher wages 
to attract labour.” 

The US economy, which is 


now eqjqying its longest peace- 
time expansion on record, has 
added 1 million new jobs since 
November 

The service sector has ben- 
efited most from the surge in 
employment, with February 
seeing the largest rise in retail 
jobs for 11 years. 

In manufacturing, however; 
things are less bright Employ- 
ment in toe sector tumbled by 
50.000 last month, contributing 
to the slight rise in the economy- 
wide unemployment rate. Feb- 
ruary's rate was 4.4 per cent, the 
Labor Department said, up from 
from 4J3 per cent in January, 

According to analysts, the 
benign job market data makes 
it less likely the US Federal Re- 


serve will raise interest rates at 
its next meeting on 30 March. 

New figures on growth in the 
euro zone contrasted sharply 
with the buoyancy of the US 
economy. Eurostat said the euro 
zone economies grew byjust 0 j 2 
per cent in the fourth quarter of 
last year; compared with 0.7 
per cent in the third quarter 
Consumer spending in Eu- 
rope held up according to the 
data, but export demand was 
very' weak, foiling by l A per cent 
over the quarter. 

A surprise fall in German 
prices, which dropped 0.5 per 
cent in January, underlined 
the benign outlook for inflation 
on the Continent 

Outlook, page 21 



From left Matfe AngJe^TFs group finance director; Bill Louie, chief executive; and Sir C hristo pher Lewinton, 
chairman. Sir Christopher insisted there would be no change in strategy as a result of the KKR purchase 


ment of a global and successful 
business. We plan to work close- 
ly with them to help implement 
their acquisition p lans. ” 

Sir Christopher Lewinton, 
chairman erf H, said there were 
no plans for a takeover or a buy- 
out and insisted there would be 
no change in strategy as a result 
of the purchase. 

“We hope the 5 per cent will 
help toe other 95 per cent KKR 
bring things to toe party and to 
the company, things that we 


wouldn’t; otherwise have. We 
can use their market intelli- 
gence and we will have access 
to finance which will allow us to 
accelerate our acquisition pro- 
gram." 

Sir Christopher said toe com- 
pany would be interested in 
buying Lucas Varity if TRW its 
prospective owner; decided to 
spin off the aerospace business. 
"Yes, vre would be interested. It 
would make a great fit, but we 
don't know if if s up for sale yet” 


TTs executives portrayed the 
move as a vote of confidence 
from KKR; following a long- 
starafingrelationshfo^th the in- 
vestment group. 

KKR’s links with TI stretch 
back to 1986, when TI bought 
Houdaille, an engineer then 
owned by KKR TI sold some of 
toe business back to KKR, re- 
taining Jirfm <>ane, an engineer 
specialising in high-perfor- 
mance seals and couplings for 
industrial use. TTs acquisitions 


are central to its strategy. In toe 
last year it has made five - in- 
cluding £270m on EIS, an aero- 
space and seals business, and 
£9 7m on lips, a marine propul- 
sion company. 

Analysts said that the deal 
had successfully overshadowed 
results, brought forward to co- 
incide with the announcement, 
that came rounder expectations. 
Profits rose 7 per cent, to 
£238.6m, and dividends were 
up 8 per cent to I5.9p a share. 


Standard Chartered 
taps City for £400m 


Austin Reed to 
cut clothes jobs 


STANDARD CHARTERED, the 
UK-based emerging markets 
bank, yesterday sealed the pur- 
chase of UBS's trade finance 
business for £i30m and tapped 
the City for £40Gm. 

The bank’s shares initially 
fell 20.5p to 810p on toe move, 
later rebounding to end toe 
day down 7 Jp at 823p. 

About half of the funds 
raised through a placing of 49 
million near shares with City in- 
stitutions will be used to pay for 
toe UBS deal 

The remainder is being set 
aside for a string of other Asian 
acquisitions in the pipeline. 
The new shares, which were 
' priced at 784p, a discount of 4.3 
per cent to Thursday’s dosing 
price, represent 5 per cent of 
the capitaL The placing was 
handled by Schroders and 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 

Financial Editor 

Goldman Sadis. Brokers to the 
placing were Cazenove and 
Warburg Dillon Reed. 

As well as talking to to Bank 
of America about acquiring its 
Taiwanese business, Standard 
Chartered is one of several po- 
tential buyers carrying out due 
diligence on Nakorthom Bank 
mlhailand. 

The bank is also seeking to 
move back into Nigeria. 

The moves are in line with 
the strategy outlined by Rana 
Taiwan the bank’s new chief ex- 
ecutive, to use its strong 
balance sheet to take advantage 
of the current Aria crisis and 
pick up sound businesses 
which would not otherwise be 
available at reasonable prices. 


The UBS business which 
Standard Chartered is buying 
has around £lbn of total cus- 
tomer and bank assets and in- 
dudes the dollar payment and 
d earing business for emerging 
markets trade based in the US. 

Mr Talwar said yesterday: 
“Financing trade in emerging 
markets is a core activity and 
long established strength of 
Standard Chartered and we 
have today acquired a high- 
quality operation which 
strengthens our network posi- 
tion within emerging markets, 
particularly in Latin America 
and Asia. It also builds market 
share in our core trade finance 
and cash managemen t busi- 
nesses.*' 

UBS decided late last year to 
put toe trade finance business 
up for sale. 


AUSTIN REED, the clothing 
group, yesterday said it would 
have to cut up to 250 jobs from 
its plant at Crewe, signalling the 
end of its machine-made doto- 
ing operation in toe UK 

The redundancies follow a de- 
rision earlier this year to dose 
a factory in Donegal making 
Stephen Brothers shirts, re- 
sulting ini 36 job losses. 

The retailer is keeping its up- 
market HntVirng business at the 
Crewe rite, where suits are 
hand-tailored under the Chester 
Barrie brand. Colin Evans, 
chairman. sai± “The decision 
[is] a direct result of tough mar- 
ket conditions, in particular the 
demanding European retail en- 

iw mnmpfrt ; rf rong p rararl w Jatil- 

ity and low-cost competition 
from abroad'’ 

Austin Reed has struggled to 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

sell toe machine-made opera- 
tions since it hung a “for sale” 
sign over them a year ago. 
While some manufacturers had 
approached toe firm, none bad 
been wiDing to pay the minimum 
price toe company was de- 
manding 

like other retailers, the com- 
pany has been hit by the over- 
whelming trend for retailers to 
outsource their manufacturing 
to regions where labour is 
cheaper; notably eastern Eu- 
rope. 

In January the company 
bought 175 Country Casual re- 
tail outlets plus 58 stores and 
concessions under toe Austin 
Reed name for £25£m. Austin 
Reed shares rose 5p to 92L5p yes- 
terday. 


Moves 
to build 
trust in 
Internet 
trading 

By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday 
published a consultation paper 
on electronic commerce as a 
prelude to legislation it hopes 
will make Britain “the world's 
best environment for e-com- 
merce trading by the year 2002." 

The Government aims to 
build public trust in trading on 
the Internet while sweeping 
away legal barriers that have im- 
peded toe progress of Britain's 
burgeoning e-commerce sector 

Presenting the paper yes- 
terday, the trade minister 
Michael Wills sai± “The way we 
do business in toe future is set 
to change dramatically. It is 
vitally important that this coun- 
try plays an important part in 
this process and does not get 
left behind." 

The paper proposes to re- 
move legal barriers to using 
electronic “signatures" instead 
of pen and paper for everyday 
dealings. It also aims to build 
public confidence that credit 
card details cannot be read 
when consumers shop on-line 
and that toe confidential in- 
formation of businesses is pro- 
tected on the Internet" 

The paper focuses on tech- 
nology that now allows 
messages to be signed elec- 
tronically and then scrambles 
the details using a code that 
only the designated recipient 
can be read. 

The paper is seeking views 
on a number of issues. They in- 
clude: 

■ Establishing a voluntary 
licensing system for business- 
es such as banks, the Post Of- 
fice and BX that are ready to 
provide toe encryption service: 

■ Setting the criteria which 
licensees will have to meet; 

■ Updating the law so that 
contracts can be signed elec- 
tronically not just on paper, 

■ Establishing methods where- 
by law enforcement authorities 
can gain access to encrypted 
data if there is a perceived risk 
of criminal activity. 

The Government has set up 
a task force consisting of gov- 
ernment and industry figures to 
come up with detailed propos- 
als on how some of these issues 
of privacy can be resolved. It 
is seeking responses by l April 


Around the World’s Markets 
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g3S LONDON 
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LONDON SHAKES yesterday dosed 
sharply highei; buoyed by a record- 
breaking performance on Wall 
Street after a positive set of US 
unemployment figures. 

The receding prospect of a US 
rate hike boosted sentiment on 
both sides of toe Atlantic and at 
the end of London trading toe Dow 
was sporting a triple-digit rise. The 
US rally was behind a iou - point 
sur ge to 62 05.5 in toe FTSE 100. 
The FTSE 250 and small cap 
indices followed in the wake of the 
blue-chip index. 

Market report, page 21 


He^NEW YORK 

THE DOW JONES set a new intra- 
day record after the Labor 
Department released a benign 
jobs market report The Dow was 
trading up more than 200 points 
early in the day, but lost some of 
its earlier gains in the afternoon. 
Just after lunch, the Dow was np 
190.44 points at 9657.84, while the 
Nasdaq Composite was 36.3 
points higher at 2329JL9. 

Financial, retail and 
communication stocks led the 
gains on confidence that they 
would prosper in a low inflation 
environment. 


!~i~l 


TOKYO 


CHEAPER MONEY and a weaker yen 
helped Tokyo stocks to their biggest 
one-day gain this yean The Nikkei 
225 index dosed up 720.55 points, or 
5.01 per cent at 14,894. 

Hiroshi Ichia strategist at 
Commerz Securities, said: “The 
market benefited from a monetary 
earing. As a result toe yen declined 
and it sparked expectations that the 
Japanese economy will not collapse 
further.” 

Market sentiment was also - 
cheered by news that Sony and 
Toshiba plan to co-operate on chips 
for Sony’s PlayStation machine. 


HONG KONG 


STRONG GAINS in HSBC shares 
helped Hong Kong shares to dose 
sharply higher yesterday. The 
Hang Seng index finished 328.36 
points or 3.31 per cent higher at 
10.241.12, with the banking group 
HSBC accounting for more than a 
third of the gains. 

Monday is HSBC’s ex-dividend 
date, meaning that yesterday was 
the last day investors could buy 
shares and receive the company’s 
final dividend. Thursday’s gains 
on Wall Street and a strong 
showing in Tokyo also helped 
market sentiment, traders said. 


SAO PAULO 


brazil STOCKS were trading 
higher boosted by Thursday’s 
interest rate hike and speculation 
about an imminent IMF deal The 
Bovespa share index was up 7128 
points at 9579 .37, while the real 
dipped below toe psychologically 
important 2 to the dollar barrier 
for the first time in the week: 

Markets were cheered by 
comments from Arminio Fraga, 
the Central Bank President, who 
said on Thursday that he would 
use part of the expected second 
loan tranche from toe IMF to 
protect toe real 
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Team up with a Mercury Portfofo PEP and benefit from our 
experience, resources and strength. There's a 3% discount 
when you transfer*, so call us now or talk to your financial 
adviser today. 

Call 0500 0500 68 
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Things couldn’t be better for Brown 


IT IS an unlikely position fop a 
Labour ChanceDor. Gordon Brown 
delivers his Budget speech next 
Tuesday with the public finances In 
better shape than for more than 10 
yeare. The likely out-turn for this fis- 
cal year is a budget surplus of 
ar^d £8bn. Not since the 1960s has 
a wfoour Chancellor been able to 
balance the books in this way. 

Furthermore, the immediate out- 
look is for better stHL From I April 
the Inland Revenue begins the 
process of switching to quarterly 
payments of corporation tax. The ef- 
fect of this will be to give the Chan- 
ceUor a one-off cash-flow benefit of 
£L5bn in the first yean rising to £5bn 
over five years. Also already an- 
nounced for next financial year, 
there’s an extra £i.5bn from the 
phased abofitkm of tax credits on tfiv- 
idends, £lbn from the abolition of 
profit -related pay, and fii^bn in 
extra excise duties. 

There is, of course, another side 
to the balance sheet - government 
spending One of the reasons for the 
present buoyancy in the figures is 
ftat. inexplicably, government 
spending is coming in lower than 
forecast That cannot last, and in any 



Outlook 



m with a vengeance from nort fis- 
cai year onwards. All the same, it is 
looking more and more possible that 
the C h an c ellor wiD be able to main- 
tain a budget surplus right through 
the very worse that the pr esent 
downturn in the business cycle has 
to throw at him 

By any stretch, this is a truly re- 
markable state of affaire The gen- 
eral assumption in the City is that 
the overall fiscal stance of the Bud- 
getwill be neutral, though the Mon- 
etary Policy Committee’s decision to 
leave interest rates unchanged. 


taken this week with prior knowl- 
edge of foe broad fiscal outline of the 
budget, might suggest otherwise. 
Even so, it is plain that whatever 
giveaway might be forthcoming, it 
is not going to be a si gnificant one. 
The fiscal cannon is recharged, but 
for the time being, the Chancellor is 
not tempted to fire it 

The cynical view, as well as the 
almost certainly correct one, is that 

the ChanceDor is simply waiting for 
the run-up to the next election, 
when voters will be pump-primed in 
the traditional manner. But actual- 
ly there is no urgent need, as things 
stand, to provide the economy with 
a fresh fiscal stimulus. Perhaps 
surprisingly, though not to readers 
of this column, Britain looks as if will 
avoid a foDy fledged recession - as 
defined by two consecutive quarters 
of negative growth. 

The good news from the US yes- 
terday was that the American eco- 
nomic miracle continues unabated. 
Despite the booming economy and 
tight labour market, wage pressure 
remains in abeyance. There's no 
sign of inflation and therefore no im- 
mediate need for the Federal Re- 
serve to raise interest rates. No 


wonder President Clinton survived 
the Monica Lewinsky affair Fbr an 
ev pia nation of why he remains one 
of the most popularpresidents in US 
histoiy look no further than the Dow 
at 9,665. 

Lewinton magic 

SIR CHRISTOPHER Lewinton 
seems to have pulled off a master 
stroke in attracting Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts on to the IT share register; 

and Henry Kravis on to its board. Fi- 
nally an investor with international 
credibility has recognised the value 
to be had from Britain's unloved en- 
gineering sector; and backed his 
judgement with real money. The 
effect was immediate and electric - 
IT shares dimbed 8.5 per cent yes- 
terday. 

Sr Christopher’s friendship with 
Mr Kravis goes back to the mid- 
1980s, when he bought some com- 
panies from KKR and moulded 
them into toe former Tube Invest- 
ments. They’ve stayed in touch ever 
since, so Sir Christopher was in- 
trigued and delighted when Mr 
Kravis approached him requesting 


an investment in the company. 

KKR is getting in at dose to the 
bottom for TTs share price, and Sir 
Christopher admits that he doesn't 
particularly need KKR's money. So 
why is he diluting other sharehold- 
ers in this manner? 

The reasons are twofold. The 
mere fact that Hemy Kravis befieves 
TI to be undervalued, and publicly 
states it with a near £I00m invest- 
ment, is bound to n^air** others thinfe 
there may be something worth hav- 
ing there after all 

The second is KKR's global in- 
telligence network, which ought to 
proride a ready source of appropri- 
ate international acquisitions. Sir 
Christopher and his other share- 
holders need to watch it, of course. 
Mr Kravis is one of toe world's 
most accomplished ‘“vulture capi- 
talists'*, and hell find some way of 
demanding his pound of flesh. 

But while his mere presence on 
the share register brings such 
sparkle to the share price, nobody 
is going to complain too much, and 
if he succeeds through his interest 
in breathing life back into toe 
bombed-out UK engineering sector; 
we can only applaud. 


E commerce 

ELECTRONIC commerce is grow- 
ing far fester than the ability of gov- 
ernments 1 to control it Issues of law; 
tax and personal privacy have long 
been a main obstacle to the devel- 
opment of electromc commerce and 
communication. 

Scare stories about hackers down- 
loafing credit card details and going 
on shopping sprees are a key deter- 
rent to committing such details to cy- 
berspace. An odd reaction, this, given 
how easily we give our cards to 
waiters, pall centres and rinpma 
booking offices. But it shows that if 
a new medium is not fi% understood, 
it is easy to deter potential users. 

Now the Government is wading 
in. Its consultation paper on elec- 
tronic commerce issued yesterday 
is an attempt to bring industry and 
government together to introduce 
acceptable standards that will make 
Britain an e-commerce “hotspot". 

E-commerce is set to reach 
£350bn worldwide by 2002, the white 
paper says. Six milli on Britons are 
already on-line. The advent of free 
Internet access providers, the 


launch of digital television and the 
coming of web-TV that incorporates 
an Internet connection into a TV set 
will help transform e-commerce 
into a mass market phenomenon. 

What the Government is trying to 
do is develop a legal framework to 
support this explosive growth and 
defend if from abuse. The future, it 
says is in “digital signatures", legal- 
ly 'enforceable and coded so that the 
criminal fraternity cannot get their 
mitts on them. 

All this seems sensible enough, 
but if it is not, nobody is getting mudi 
of a chance to say so. The Govern- 
ment has given industry and others 
just three weeks to respond an in- 
credibly short time for an issue as 
important as this. Such rush is un- 
necessary. As rapidly as e -com- 
merce is growing in this country, it 
still accounts for a tiny proportion 
of trade. There are numerous struc- 
tural reasons why e commerce is not 
going to take off in Britain with the 
speed it has in the US, not least our 
cultural aversion to mail order and 
remote shopping. The Government 
ought to be taking its time in en- 
suring our blueprint for the digital 
age is absolutely spot on. 
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Footsie goes along 
for the ride as 
Dow Jones soars 


Tdt^FTSE 100 yesterday re- 
sembled a passenger being 
driven at high speed in a sports 
car. The Dow Jones index was 
firmly in the driving seat soar- 
ing away after a benign set of 
employment figures. 

The numbers should stave 
off the much-feared US rate 
hike, and a relieved WaH Street 
slammed its foot on the accel- 
erator to post a record-break- 
ing triple digit rise. The 
London blue-chips were com- 
fortably seating alongside their 
US big brother; coming within 
striking distance of their all- 
time peak. The end of the week 
excitement left the index 104.1 
points higher at 6205.5. 

The buying momentum 
slowed a bit towards the end of 
LcTjjon trading, pushing the 
down from its session’s 
high of 6243 .3. It was a rip-roar- 
ing performance nevertheless, 
and the smaller indices strug- 
gled to keep pace. The FTSE 
250 finished 33.6 up to 5348.4, 
while the small cap posted a 15- 
point increase to 2304.4. 

The Anglo-Saxon buying 
spree came after some good 
rallies on some of the Eastern 
exchanges. The Hang Seng 
index was among them and 
Hong-Kong related stocks had 
a field day in London. Cable & 
Wireless was on the right line 
after its majority-owned unit 


RAZORCUTS 
Entertainments, which 
allows music tons to create 
tb{% own CD compilations, 
yesterday made its Ofex 
debut with a L5p rise to 
3i.5p. The Middlesex-based 
company raised over 
£307,000 by offering 1 million 
shares. Razorcuts customers 
can choose tracks from its 
catalogue, add their own 
title and receive a CD a few 
days later. 


HongKong Telecom hinted at 
an Internet collaboration with 
Microsoft. The presence of 
“Microsoft" and “Internet" - 
two of the market's favourite 
words - in the same sentence 
sent C&tTs shares up 30.5p to 
S55.5p. 

The reawakened Internet 
frenzy helped Dixons, the lat- 
est online play, to a 53p rise to 
l,l9lfip - a five-year peak. 

HSBC, the Hong Kong 
based bank, shared in the do- 
mestic fun. cashing in a l06p in- 
crease to I9l0p. Standard 
Chartered, the other big East- 
ern financial house, missed 
out, ended 7.5p lower at 823p as 
investors took a dim view of a 
discounted share placing. War- 
burg and Cazenove lodged 
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£400m worth of stock with In- 
stitutions at around 784p. Stan- 
dard will use the proceeds to 
fund acquisitions. 

It was a day of big pladngs 
and hefty share sales. TI, the 
bombed-out aerospace engi- 
neer; surprised everybody with 
the sale of a 4.9 per cent stake 
to KKR, the US leveraged buy- 
out kings. The heroes of toe 
Barbarian at the Gates book 
paid 400p a share for the stake. 

TI said the money will be 
used to fund US acquisitions 
and there is no “chance” of a 
takeover by KKR. 

Dealers did not know 
whether to believe them or 
not and pushed the shares 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 



grade to strong buy plus a 
500p price target were re- 
sponsible. 

Gallaher, the cigarette 
maker, damag ed its chances of 
remaining in the top fli ght , by 
puffing away I4.25p to 420 J25p. 
Royal & SunAlliance, certain 
to remain in the FTSE 100, was 
hit by some late trades and re- 
treated 2l5p to 56625p. Share 
buying by the chairman Sir 
Patrick Gfllam (fid not deter the 
sellers. 

United News & Media, the 
publishing group, rose 22p to 
653p on good results. 

Geest, the banana group, 
slipped 15p to 361.5p after 
Cazenove placed 1.5 million 
shares at 350p, a near 7 per 
cent discount to the share 
price. 

Axon, a software group sold 
18 million shares at I75p, net- 
ting £32 An to get ready for the 
Thursday float 

The placing feast was com- 
pleted by Sooth African Brew- 
eries, another aspiring 
blue-chip. The beer group 
pushed 11 millinn shares ahead 
of Monday’s float The stock put 
on 9p to 465p on the grey mar- 
jet 

Synstar, an IT company, 
paid for its limited pre-float 
publicity with a Bp fall to I34p 
in its first day of full-blown trad- 
ing. The shares have shed over 


34.5p higher to 445p just in 
case. 

Other engineers fared well 
too. McKechnie was the pick 
of the bunch, flying 29p higher 
to 377 .5p as Merrill was ru- 
moured to have selected it as 
a core sector holding. 

Serna, downl6-5p to 700 Jp, 
was on the receiving end of a 
stake sale. The French bank 
Paribas offloaded a 4 per cent 
stake in the information tech- 
nology group as part of a de- 
rivatives deal. The Gallic 
financial house said it did not 
want to sell its remaining 10 per 
cent but the move dashed 
Serna’s hopes of entering the 
FTSE 100 at next week’s 
reshuffle. 

Williams, the fire and se- 
curity group, could avoid rele- 
gation to the FTSE 250, after 

rising lip to 359Sp.ACSFBup- 


FASTRACK GROUP, a parcels 
delivery company with a 
colourful past, was the best 
stock market performer 
yesterday, soaring 65 per 
emit to a 12 -month peak of 
9-5p- The company has been 
on a tipsheets roadshow 
over the past few weeks and 
the punters were piling in. 
Fhstracb has just completed 
a wide-ranging restructuring 
to focus on overnight 
parcels. 


2 Op since last week’s start of 
conditional dealings- 

Swan Hfll, the housebuilder; 
subsided 9.5p to 63.5p after 
the collapse of takeover talk. A 
promised £15m capital return 
to shareholders did not help 
much. Cbemring, a military en- 
gineer; marched 14p lower to 
I315p after breaking up bid 
talks with a mystery financial 
buyer 

The media agency Aegis 
was down 225p to 128-25, after 
revealing that the chief exec- 
utive and the finance director 
had netted around £3m from 
the exercise of options. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L21 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 98,765 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 
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Thorntons’ finance director Martin Allen and Roger Paflard, 
chief executive, as the chocolate retailer and manufacturer 
reported half year profits up from £LL5m to £12.1m. FT 


United News cool on 
Scottish Media bid 


LORD HOLUCK. toe chief ex- 
ecutive of United News & 
Media, yesterday played down 
suggestions that the television 
and newspaper group was con- 
sidering a bid for Scottish 
Media Group. 

Lord HoDick stressed that 
buying SMG was “not a priori- 
ty' for United as toe group at- 
tempts to achieve its newly 
adopted target of posting dou- 
ble-digit anmial revenue growth 
over the next three years. 

Analysts believe United is 
one of the obvious candidates 
to buy the 18J per cent stake 
in SMG which Mirror Group, 
the newspaper publisher; put up 
for sale on Thursday. 

Carlton and Granada, the 
rival ITV companies, are also 
expected to consider buying the 
stake, as is CanWest, the Ca- 
nadian media group. Carlton 
and United would then be in a 


By Peter thal Larsen 

position to use the stake as a 
launch pad for a full bid for 
SMG. 

However, United is more 
keen to use its financial fire- 
power to make acquisitions 
that will give it market leader- 
ship in fast-growing markets. 
The group recently bought 
Newsdesk, an Internet news 
service, and Audits & Surveys, 
a US market research compa- 
ny. United is currently the third- 
largest ITV company, but 
buying SMG would not change 
its ranking. 

Lord Hollick said that the 
company which has borrowings 
of £600 m, could comfortably af- 
ford to spend a further £5 00 m 
on acquisitions. 

He was speaking as United 
reported a slight increase in un- 
derlying pre-tax profits of 


£29 0m for the year to last De- 
cember. Revenues jumped 10 
per cent to £2.0bn. 

The results were adjusted 
for the demerger of Garban. 
United's moneybroking divi- 
sion, which it spun off last year, 
and the sale of its regional 
newspaper division. 

Profit growth was held back 
by start-up losses incurred by 
United’s investments in Chan- 
nel 5, the LineOne internet 
service, and SDN, its digital 
broadcasting venture. Results 
were also affected by invest- 
ment in the Express newspaper 
titles. 

The figures came as little 
surprise, as United had already 
given the City an indication of 
its profits after mistakenly 
sending its earnings figures to 
analysts a few weeks ago. 
United shares dosed up 22p at 
653p. 


Swan Hill 
shares 
fall after 
bid talks 
called off 

BY JOHN WILLCOCK 

SWAN HILL shares fell 95p to 
63.5p after it announced it had 
ended talks about a possible 
offer for the company and was 
ditching properly development 
in order to concentrate on 
housebuilding. 

Swan, which was formed 
when the old Higgs and HiD sold 
its construction business two 
years ago, also announced pre- 
tax profits for 1998 down 32 per 
cent to £3.1 million. 

John Theakston, group chief 
executive, said Swan will pay 
hack £l5m to shar eholders over 
the next 12-18 months. Swan 
will also divert £50m of capital 
in the next three years from its 
property development side to 
housebuilding, mostly in the 
South of England. This will 
nearly double the total capital 
devoted to housebuilding to 
about £90m. 

Mr Theakston acknowledged 
the market’s unhappy reaction 
but pointed out that the shares 
had stood at around 40p before 
the multiple bid approaches 
earlier in toe year, which 
pushed the price up to the mid- 
70s. The unsolicited offers had 
come from both the property 
and housebuilding sectors, Mr 
Theakston said. He added: “The 
board felt we could realise 
shareholder value better by 
pursuing our new strategy. 

“Wfededdedtoatproperiyde- 
velopment and housebuilding to- 
getherare not easy for investors 
to value, and that concentrating 
on housebuilding will make 
tilings more transparent,” the 
chief executive said. 

“We doubled housebuilding 
profits last year and our oper- 
ating margins in that division 
are 14 per cent, which is good 
by industry standards.” 

Last year Swarfs turnover 
slipped to £76.4 m from £88.4m 
the previous yean Swan pro- 
posed a final dividend of L8p, 
makinga total of3p, up 9 percent 


t i 


DON’T LIGHT UP 


DON'T COUGH UP 

^ • 





t DON’T SUP UP 




t«^-i.vK'7>V7- s SV 


DON’T FILL HER UP 




mmrn 1 




DON’T BE GORDON BROWNED OFF 


r ’*'i : 


In association with 


DON'T SPECULATE ON THE BUDGET 
UNTIL YOU’VE READ 
VTHE INDEPENDENT SPECIAL 
BUDGET ISSUE THIS WEDNESDAY 

DON'T MISS IT 





22 


SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
g« h.rrfaf fi March 1999 


[Oil RT¥¥lKVli[5K1 •] 






BlWIIWflllllllMl» Bw« 

« i i # #MMJ+iiJljU»^ji # «:*;i!ii^ 











■c.LmwIMvS 3 iW»L.a*iW 

roBwMjiin^ 


■it .fi * . 1 1 * ' , 1 itf. j j i r T 

111 Ii B 'I 'iiiS^'iWtfiiiw^ >l i%4prtPi1 






•) i W: ■« l ■ K Ys} 4 sTH «l 


the team must deliver; or face the consequences. By Derick Allsop 


THEY HAVE been saying “this is the 
year" from the moment Michael 
Schumacher joined the crusade but 
still they wait as they have waited 
for a generation. This they say, 
would be the perfect year the 20 th 
anniversary of their last drivers’ 
championship success. 

However, conviction is fading like 
the memory of Jody Sdieckter’s dis- 
tant achievement 

The gnawing doubts have been 
ever more evident through the 
winterand now, with the start of the 
Formula One season at hand, you 
sense Fterrari fear they are no near- 
er deliverance. 

The nice symmetry of titles sep- 
arated by two decades seems less 
likely than messy recrimination. 

Even though Schumacher is stall 
there, the faith has waned. Twice he 
almost made it but perhaps, as he 
pleads, he is not Superman after alL 
Just being the best driver in the 
world is not necessarily enough. 

And yet, somehow he seemed to 
be more than that All those sensa- 
tional wins, defying logic and con- 
vention. Three years on, the people 
are becoming disillusioned. His 
crash into the back of David 
Coulthard in last season’s Belgian 
Grand Prix and his subsequent 
hysterical outburst further tar- 
nished an already grubby image. 

This melancholy mood has en- 
gulfed Ferrari followers because 
they have learned to heed the proof 
of the clock rather than the propa- 
ganda material emanating from 
Maranello. 

Mike Hakkinen's McLaren-Mer- 
cedes beat Schumacher's new car 
by almost Haifa second in a pre-sea- 
son test at Barcelona, an ominous 
and gut-wrenching performance. 

The}' will haw tweaked the F399 
since then and they will assuredly 
be twcakingitall the way to the start- 
line at Melbourne tomorrow, where 
the championship gets under way. 
More importantly. Schumacher will 
be driving in earnest 

But can the gap be bridged? A 
year ago the circumstances were 
much the same. McLaren starting 
distinctly the stronger and Schu- 
macher very nearly got there by the 


end. Has anything really changed? 
Can anything change? Especially the 
result? Unless Ferrari and Schu- 
macher provide positive answers, 
this may prove a year too many. 

Already there is conjecture of im- 
pending changes. Heads must rolls, 
yell the mob. Why must they? Jean 
Todt, the team’s sporting director, 
cries back in defiance. The French- 
man doubtless recognises he would 
be among the first to be sacrificed 
and pleads the case for stability. 

Todt and die rest of the organi- 
sation, all the way up to, and notably; 
the president, Luca di Montezemo- 
lo, have pointedly tempered their 
post-1998 season predictions. They 
no longer promise certain victory In- 
stead, they hint at a competitive 
effort and advise let’s wait and see". 

It is debatable whether a "com- 
petitive effort" will be deemed good 
enough this time, either behind the 
portholes of Maranello or outside. If 
the call from the people for blood- 


‘ Schumacher may have to 
win this season to convince 
the people he really is 
worth the money and the 
unsavoury baggage* 


letting is loud enough, the chances 
are those inside Ferrari will comply. 

Such is the scale of the season 
now confronting Formula One's 
most charismatic team. They have 
had stability for some considerable 
time, certainly by Italian political 
sporting standards, so the argu- 
ment for change will be difficult to 
refute and gather a raging momen- 
tum. 

Schumacher and Eddie Irvine are 
embarking on their fourth season as 
the drivers. Todt has been with the 
team almost six years. Ross Brawn, 
the technical director; followed Schu- 
macher from Benetton to 
Ferrari m 1996, and Rory Byrne, the 
designer, was duly reunited with his 
former colleagues a year later 

Apart from Todt, the most obvi- 
ous candidate for scapegoat would 


be Irvine, the Ulsterman who signed 
for fterrari as Schumacher's No 2, 
shotgun rider test stooge and gen- 
eral factotum. 

His is supposed to do all that and 
be a more assertive racer 

Not that he helps his cause with 
an overtly contemptuous sneer for 
the world at large and for the Ital- 
ian media in particular Ybu can get 
away with many faults and indis- 
cretions if you are a winner But 
when you are not winning, those 
many faults and indiscretions come 
home to roost Ask Glenn Hoddle. 

Rumours of Irvine’s demise have 
been swirling around the pits and 
paddocks of grand prix racing since 
his first season witii the Italians. The 
latest intelligence suggests that 
Ferrari’s test driver Luca Badoer 
has been allowed to compete for 
Minardi this season in preparation 
for his elevation to the saddle of the 
Prancing Horse next year 

Jean Alesi, too, is linked with the 
job. He was sacked in 1995 to make 
way for Schumacher but now the 
French-Sidlian and the German 
are friends. 

But what of Schumacher and the 
Hoddle factor? His perceived arro- 
gance and occasionally boorish be- 
haviour have been tolerated by the 
people because of the unrivalled bril- 
liance of his driving. UntO now. 

His shabby attempt to barge 
Jacques Villeneuve off the circuit at 
Jerez and win the championship in 
1997 has not been forgotten. The ac- 
cusations hurled at Coulthard in 
Belgium have also been filed at the 
back erf the mind. And, come to think 
of it. there was that incident with 
Damon Hill in Australia— 

Schumacher may have to win 
the championship, nothing less, this 
season, to convince the people he re- 
ally is worth the money and the un- 
savoury baggage. They may take the 
view that on balance, they would pre- 
fer to lose without him than with him. 

Eddie Jordan, the team owner 
who gave Schumacher his first 
chance in grand prix racing, echoes 
the sentiments of many in the sport 
when he says that he tipped his for- 
mer protege for the drivers’ cham- 
pionship last year but does not feel 
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Michael Schumacher; FterrarTs No 1, has a lot on his mind as he prepares for the new season, which starts tomorrow AUsport 


inclined to so a gain this time. An- 
other team principal, Jackie Stew- 
art, who has routinely acclaimed 

S chumn riiPr aq the mite tanriing riri- 

ver of his era, wonders aloud 
whether the driver and his team may 
be burdened by too many inherent 
flaws. 

“Michael could well win it and Td 
be happy for Ferrari to take the 
championship again after 20 years," 
Stewart said. “But Schumacher is 


prone to making errors, as we saw 
last season The incident with David 
Coulthard cost him the race and 
probably the championship. 

“Ferrari themselves have a way 
of dropping the ball just when you 
feel they can’t foil to score. They have 
all those resources, key personnel, 
the best driver; an d yet it stQl hasn’t 

happened for them. You have to won- 
der why” 

The sitnplA explanation is that 


someone else always seems to do It 
better than than. Last season it was 
McLaren, the two seasons before 
that it was Williams. 

Second place to teams of that cal- 
ibre is scarcely a disgrace. And had 
it not been for Fterrari, or Schu- 
macher to be more precise, the past 
two championships would have been 
abject Noble second places, howeveq 
can never represent fulfilment or 
provide ultimate satisfaction. 


So it is that Schumacher; the ac- 
knowledged master of his craft, 
confronts the biggest challenge of his 
careen He says he is happy about the 
new car; confident it has potential, 
and optimistic it will be enable him 
to be more competitive than he was 
in the early stages of last season. 

He also contends that if he does 
not win the champ i onship, h<» will he 
back next season to try again. Thse 
are those who? are not so sure. 


Greene’s speeches lack spice after taste of Bailey’s 


SHORTLY BEFORE half past four on 
the opening day of the World Indoor 
Championships in Maebashi the 
crowd got up and left Schooltime 
was over. Packing the stands with 
uniformed children was the only 
course of action for the organisers, 
who were faced with the embar- 
rassing prospect of the Emperor 
and Empress of Japan presiding 
over an opening ceremony in an 
empty stadium. 

It came as something of a shock 
when the orderly young citizens 
made their mass exit -as if a com- 
puter-simulated crowd had slithered 
out of a film backdrop. 

The operation reminded me of 
the toilets in the Takasaki Metro- 
politan hotel where a fresh condom 
of protective polythene around the 
toilet seat rotates into place at the 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


touch of a button. But perhaps 
that’s my problem. As an exercise 
in stop-gap diplomacy, at any rate, 
it was effective. 

A similar kind of exercise bad 
taken place the day before, when 


Maurice Greene, America’s worid 100 
metres champion, was introduced to 
the media to discuss his prospects 
in the 60m at these rhawipinnehipB 
The first question from his 
Japanese interlocutor was the jour- 
nalistic equivalent of pawn to king 
four “Are you going to break the 
world record?” Greene, to whom 
that 60 m worid record belongs, 
produced Stock Response No I. “I 
cantnmforaworid reconi Alllcan 
do is run as well as I can and hope 
that the world record will happen." 
Fbir enough. No arguing with that 
Then he was asked a second, 
more awkward question. Did he 
consider the Japanese sprinters 
seated alongside him as a threat? 
The two home athletes, Kcgi Ito and 
Nobuharu Asahara, were re- 
spectably quick, but leagues adrift 


of the Kansas City star Tact was 
called for. And Greene opted for 
Stock Response No 2. “When you go 
to foe line in a world championship, 
you have to consider afl your op- 
ponents as posable rivals," he said. 

Not spectacular, but it did the job. 
No feelings hurt, no feathers ruffled. 
And later he completed an effective 
PR task as he shook his Japanese 
opponents daintily by the hand. 

Now if that question had been 
asked of the previous worid 100 m 
champion, Donovan Bailey, the re- 
sponse wouM almost certainty hare 
been less kind and more colourful. 
And, it has to be said, mare inter- 
esting. When Greene defeated Bai- 
ley in the world 100m final in Athens 
two years ago, he seemed almost 
taken aback by his success. EGs 
comments afterwards, in a voice 


barely above a whisper; were dot- 
ted with references to foe Lord. 

It became embarrassing - and 
Bailey, obliged to sit beside the 
American for the duration of the for- 
mal press ranference, began to reg- 
ister each religious reference with 
increasing amusement. Hie natu- 
ralised Canadian has never been a 
big fan of American sprinters. 

Earlier in 1997, Bailey accused 
Michael Johnson, of being “a chick- 
en and a faker" after the double 
Olympic medalist had pulled up dur- 
ing a one-on-one 150m challeng e 
against him in TVaronto. Offered 
the chance to modify his state- 
ment months afterwards, he 
thought for a moment and, with a 
wicked smile, repeated it It was im- 
m e d iately dear that B ail e y was no 
loss to the diplomatic service when 


he succeeded Linford Christie as 
worid 100 m champion in 1995 . 

The Briton finished the race 
prostrate, clutching his hamstring. 
Bailey insisted he was not injured, 
an assertion he expanded upon 
while in London the following yean 
resoimga shoe company press con- 
ference from death by boredom. 

After winning foe 1996 Olympic 
100m title, Bailey was at it again, this 
time when asked - by a Canadian, 
as I recall - how important it was 
to be running for Canada. He 
replied that he was, essentially, 
running for foe country of his birth 
- Jamaica. That was his true coun- 
try. Which left foe Canadians cross, 
and foe Jamaicans wondering wbv 
he wasn't wearing their colours. * 

Who knows what kind of perverse 

pleasure Bailey takes in tffis Mod erf 


thing? It would be unfair; howevec 
to singtehknouL Only thfe week, the 
world 800m record holder Wilson 
Epketer, bom in Kenya but now 
running for Denmark, was getting . 
himself into s imilar bother at the 
Maebashi championships. Asked 
how important it was to be com- 
peting for his new homeland, he 
replied: “I run for myself" Which 
was no doubt true, but not foe re- 
sponse either expected or required. 

For undiplomatic sporting ut- 
terances, however; there is still 
nothing to match Alf Ramsey's 
comment at Glasgow Airport after 
his Worid Cup- winning FngUnd 
team had arrived to play thdr old- 
est rivals. On being greyed with the 

words ^iycometoScolfand", be re- 
sponded, with characteristic 
emphasis: “You must be joking;" 
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Five Nations Championship: Wales choose six leaders to upset Tricolores at Stade de France 

French 

s mountain 
awaits 
the Welsh 
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TO SAY that Wales were edgy in the 
rarHn to today’s Five Nations show- 
downwithFranceinParisisarum- 
da^tetement judging try yesterday’s 
activities at the Stade de France. 

Prior to their team’s work-out at 
the ground, Welsh officials conduct- 
ed a search of the stadium to ensure 
th^jifoere were no French spies lurk- 
ingin the shadows. It is to be hoped 
that the players themselves will be 
as security conscious when they 
take the field against the Champi- 
onship favourites this afternoon. 

With two defeats, against Scotland 
and Ireland, already behind them, 
the Dragons are hotly tipped to be 
left with the wooden spoon and only 
the third whitewash in their Cham- 
pionship history. 

France, on the other hand, are 
well on course for their third suc- 
cessive Grand Slam, an unprece- 
dented feat but one that is not 
beyond them. Their manager Jo 
Maso, is more bullish: “I sincerely 
believe that we have the players to 
help us become World Champions.” 

And he singled out captain 
Raphael Ibanez for special mention. 

m 



P W D L P A Pis 

Scotland 2 1 D 1 54 44 2 

Ireland 2 1 0 1 38 33 2 

England 1 1 0 0 24 21 2 

Ffrance 1 1 0 0 10 9 2 

Wales 2 0 0 2 43 62 O 

RESULTS: 6 Feb: Ireland 9 France 10: Scot- 
land 33 Wales 20. 20 Feb England 24 Scot- 
land 2 1 : wares 23 Ireland 29. 

FIXTURES: 6 March: Ranee v Wales fat 
Stade de France): Ireland v England far Lans- 
downs Road). 20 March: England v Ranee 
far Twickenham); Scotland v Ireland fatMur- 
rayfiefcj. lOAprfc Ranee v Scotland fat Stade 
ds Ranee;. 11 Aprih Wales v England fat 
Wembley). 


“He has rediscovered himself” en- 
thused Maso. “He has grown in 
stature and taken on another di- 
mension. He has become the perfect 
interface between players and man- 
agement” 

^ftie Dragons are dearly in need 
ofa whole lot more puff than they 
have revealed to date and a touch of 
magic would probably not go amiss. 
But their coach, Graham Henzy, ap- 
pears undaunted. He recognises the 
task today is enormous. And during 
the buildhup in this last week he ad- 
mitted:^ “IntfaeS or so years of coach- 
ing this is the greatest challenge I 
have ever had as a rugby coach.” 

But there was a glimmer of opti- 
mism when he added: “There are 
times when I have thought this is 
Everest but, then. Sir Edmund 
ffillaiy - a New Zealander - con- 
quered that, so who knows?” 

Henry is of course a New Zealan- 


By Paved Llewellyn 

der himself. He is on a contract with 
the Welsh Rugby Union reputed to 
be worth £L5 million over five years, 
a sum that wil] begin to look like a 
mountainous pile of cash if Wiles fin- 
ish the Five Nations with nothing. 

They go into the game with just 
four of the side - captain Robert 
Howley NeQ Jenkins, Garin Jenkins 
and Colin Charvis - that was 
crushed by France and tipped over 
the side of the mountain last year 
when they lost by a record 51-0 to the 
Tricolores. 

It has been said that Wales lacked 
leadership against Ireland. They 
cannot be accused of that in this 
match. The four survivors from last 
year’s French h umiliati on are in- 
cluded among half-a-dozen chiefs in 
the Wales team, as the management 
has tried to delegate responsibility 
on the field. 

Howlers role is overall captain, 
and he said “I don’t think there 
should be 15 captains out there.” 

No, quite. But six dearly is an ac- 
ceptable number It must be, be- 
cause for this match Howiey has five 

h Viitpnanta - honker Garin .T pnlrinc ic 

responsible for the scrummage. No 
8 Scott Qunme& has charge of the 
line-out caTte flanker Colin Charvis 
is responsible for defensive organ- 
isation, Neil Jenkins is kicking cap- 
tain and Scott Gibbs has been put in 
charge of the midfield organisation. 
Henry explained: “I think ifs im- 
portant that senior players take re- 
sponsibility for certain areas of the 
game, ft brings them on as players.” 
So France are going to be treated to 
six of the best 

As for what is left of the team. 
Vfeles supporters just. have to hope 
that the six do not all speak at the 
same time. Hte multiple appoint- 
ments should mean that there will 
be better discipline in the ranks. ’Rie 
Ireland defeat was laid squarely at 
the feet of Ihe few who lost their 
heads at critical moments. They 
have been duly censured for thar ir- 
responsible behaviour and manag- 
er David Pickering said yesterday: 
“We hope intelligence will take the 
place of bashing and brawling.” 

Anyway, Henry is able to draw on 
one positive thought: “There was a 
20 minute passage of play against the 
Irish when we did what we had been 
practising. We have to build on that 
and turn those 20 minutes into 40, 
then 60 and finally 80 minutes.” 

That will have to start today. 
They are not even at base camp. The 
summit awaits, but it is shrouded in 

cloud. This looks like being the start 
of a tough riwnh for Wales. 



Matt Perry during Eng l an d training at Blackrock College in Dublin, before today's Five Nations game against Ireland ADsport 


Perry back in position 
with high expectations 


FRANCE v WALES 

or Stade de France 




ANtamxk (Toulouse) 1 5 S Howard* ■' -(Sale) 

?BenHt-5aDes (Biarritz) 14 M Robinson (Swansea) 

RDonrthe (Srade Francis) 13 M Taylor — (Swansea) 

12 S Gibbs (Swansea) 


F Combs (Stade Franqals) 

T Lombard (Stade Franks) 

T Cascalgntdc (Casrres) 

P Carbonnean (Brtve) 

C Calirano (Toulouse) 

R Ibanez .....(Perpignan, capt) 

F Ibumalre (Toulouse) 

O Brouzec (Begles-Bordeux) 

F Pelous (Toulouse) 

P Benetton (Agen) 

M Raynaud (Narbonne) 

T Llevremoiu (Perpignan) 

nts: 16 C Lanssacq (Srade 


Francos): 17 D Aungnc (Pan): 18 X Gar- 
ba|oM ffouKwisej: 19 R Caatrt (BeaerS): 
2V P Andw 21 S Mareonnae (Both Srade 
Francas): 22 M Dal Maso (Cotomfersj. 

Referee: J Fleming (Scotland) 


1 1 D James (Pontypridd) 

ION Jenkins (Pontypridd) 

9 RHowley (Cardiff, capt) 

1 P Rogers (London Irish) 

2 G Jenkins (Swansea) 

3 B Evans...- ^..(Swansea) 

4 C Qufnnell (Richmond) 

5 C Wyatt (UanelH) 

6 C Charvis (Swansea) 

7 BSinklnson - (Neath) 

8 5 Qulnnell (Llanelli) 

neptacemants: ISKMoma iPentypridcf): 
17 g Thomas (Cardiff): *® D Uevrallfii 
lEbbw Vale): 19 M VO* to (Llanelli): 20 J 
(Llanelli): 21 AlwIs (Cardiff ): 32 
B Williams (Richmond). 


Kick-off: 2.0 (BBC1) 


rr RAINED like never before -a tor- 
rent, a deluge, a monsoon, damn it 
- and fromfirst minute to last, the 
green-shirted half-backs sent 
steepting kicks high into the morass 
of low cloud rolling In from the 
coast As each ball plummeted from 
the stratosphere into the English 22, 
the midfield vultures and back-row 

hy enas gathpyri fo pick nwr thp rar- 

cass of their prey, a frail figure dad 
in blood-smeared white. And time- 
and again, the Springbok scavengers 
retreated with their bellies empty 
and their hunger stOl raging 
Matthew Pens 12 stones dripping 
wet and as shy as a mouse, was hav- 
ing Done of it 

Had it not been for the dark slab 
of T^ble Mountain looming a mile or 
two to the north of Cape Tbwn’s for- 
bidding Newlands amphitheatre, 
England's unassuming young fall- 
back ought easily have been in 
Dublin on an old-fashioned Five 
Nations afternoon. As he will be 
today, indeed, bis international ca- 
reer on track once again after a two- 
match interruption. The Irish will, 
of course, trot out their traditional 
“welcome to Lansdowne Road and 
how’s that for starters?” routine - 
stick it up in the ether and we’ll see 
what he’s made of - but Perry will 
barely bat an eyelid. When you have 
seen the Boks at uncomfortably 
close quarters, you have pretty 
much seen it all 

“An interesting afternoon out, 
that one at Newlands,” he agreed 
this week, recalling last summer’s 
labours south of the equator “It was 
a kitchen sink job, that's for sure. The 
conditions were end-of-the-woridish 
and while the Boks had most of the 
ball, there was not much they could 
do except hang it high and wait for 
the rebounds. In those circum- 
stances, it is all down to the full-back. 
You can’t shirk your responsibilities 
and, hopefully, I stood up to be 
counted. I didn’t kick as well as I 
would have fiked that day-Imissed 
a couple of touches and got a few 
looks from the pack - and no one 
ever feels great when they lose a 


England’s young full-back set for tough 
examination by Ireland. By Chris Hewett 


Test matrh But in purely personal 
terms, I look back on that game as 
a big experience.” 

Clive Woodward, the England 
coach, unhesitatingly applied the 
“world class” tag to Perry’s perfor- 
mance, going so far as to add that 
he now considered the 21-year-old 
Bath rookie a senior England play- 
er Sure enough, his was among the 
first names on the team sheet as last 
autumn's international programme 
kicked but after creating the onty 
try afahitteriy frustrating Code Cup 
encounter with the Wallabies, at 
Twickenham in November Perry 
was belatedly diagnosed as suffer- 
ing from concussion and immedi- 


loss of form on his part but because 
Mike Catfs goal-kicking radar was 
so chronically unratiahip, that the 
West Countrymen felt they had no 
option but to drag dear old Jon 
Callard away from his pipe and slip- 
pers. A week lata;' Woodward picked 
Catt ahead of Perry for the Five Na- 
tions opener in Paris -a decision the 
coach regretted almost as soon as 
he had committed himself to it 
Those lacerating twists of fortune, 
bracketed together with the tra- 
vails and torments of the summer 
tour and some serious physical and 
mental fatigue - he played 14 Tests 
in as many mon ths, which was as 
many as Don Rutherford, Alastair 


"The days of full-backs, outside-halves, centres and 
wings doing their own specialist thing have long gone. 
You have to do it all now and you have to do it well ’ 


ately ruled out of the return fixture 
with the South Africans. Enter a 
major threat to his future, in the 
shape of Northampton’s Nick BeaL 
It was. Perry freely admits, a 
severe disappointment, a hollow 
moment in a career already pock- 
marked by sudden, unforeseen set- 
backs. “When you go through a 
summer tour like last year's - let’s 
be honest, it was an extremely dif- 
ficult few weeks -it hurts when you 
miss out on a big occasion at Twick- 
enham. After all the stick the Spring- 
boks dished out in Cape Ibwn, Fd 
have loved the satisfaction of beat- 
ing them in London, especially as we 
denied them the world record they 
were chasing. Still, I know enough 
about Test rugby now to realise that 
no one gets it all their own way” 
The same goes for rugby at dub 
level, too, as Perry has discovered 
to ids cost. Last season, be lost his 
place in Bath’s European Cup final- 
winning team, not because of any 


Hignell and Simon Hodgkin son 

manage d m Hiatt- caTBCTS flg En gland 

full-backs - go a long way towards 
explaining foe temporary drift of 
chib form that affected Perry either 
side (rf Christmas. He endured a par- 
ticularly rough afternoon at New- 
castle, where Jonny Wilkinson 
ruthlessly exposed his low levels of 
confidence, and when Bath started 
to play him at outside-half his crit- 
ics wondered whether a brilliant 
international future might already be 
behind him. 

In actual fact, the shift to No 10 
has been a crucial factor in his 
swift rehabilitation. “Confidence is 
such a big factor in sport at this level 
and when things aren't going par- 
ticulartyweQ, either personally or in 
the team context, it taxis to drag you 
down. I found games were passing 
me by somehow, that I wasn’t get- 
ting involved nearly enough. It 
wasn’t for the want of trying - as for 
as I could see, I was playing my usual 


game - but when you're a little low, 
thing s don’t happen for you. 

“For that reason, I was delighted 
to get a few runs at outside-half 
You’re automatically involved there; 
you get your hands on the ball, you 
rail the shots, you make things hap- 
pen. It was incredibly refreshing to 
get out there and control a game. I 
played most of my school rugby at 
stand-off so I knew my way around 
file position, and I’d been putting in 
so much work on my kicking anyway 
that there was no real problem fin£ 
ing my feet again. It’s been thera- 
peutic, definitely. I feel right on top 
of things again." 

Perry makes less noise than most 
about his rugjby; he is almost painfifl- 
ly modest, despite having so little to 
be modest about He is, however; a 
driven professional, a fanatically 
committed worker who has set him- 
self the ultimate goal of “complete- 
ness”. as he likes to put it “I work 
three days a week on my kicking be- 
cause I want to be able to kick 
goals at the very highest level," he 
says. “I also want to fed comfortable 
in any position Bath or England 
might choose to play me. 

“Versatility is central to the mod- 
em game, in my view. The days of 
centres, wings, full-backs and out- 
side-halves all doing their own spe- 
cialist thing in their own little world 
have long gone. You have to be able 
to do it all now- run, tackle, pass, 
catch, kick, protect the ball -and you 
have to do it well, too. There is ab- 
solutely no point a back carrying the 
ball into contact if he cannot recy- 
cle it like a flanker ” 

For afl that, Woodward and the 
rest of the red rose hierarchy will be 
happy if their last line of defence re- 
stricts himself to a faultless demon- 
stration of the frill-back’s art this 
afternoon. As Marcus Rose, one of 
his predecessors in the No 15 shirt, 
once said on the eve of a Five Na- 
tions shindig in Dublin: “This is DFA 
territory” an abbreviation that stood 
for “Dorft fool around” or something 
very similar. Reassuringly for Eng- 
land, Matt Perry is nobody’s fool 


Tait wary of Italian threat Staunton inspires the Irish 


& 

SCOTLAND CENTRE Alan Tait has 
warned his team-mates to forget any 
thoughts of a simple task against 
Italy today today as he aims to 
erase the memory of last year’s de- 
feat in Tbeviso. The lion will be at 

the heart of the midfield battle in the 
friendly against Italy at Murrayfield, 

as Jim Tfclfer’s team try to retain the 
momentum generated by their first 
two matches in this year’s Five Na- 
tions campaign. 

A victory over Wales at Murray- 
field and a near miss at Twickenham 
a fortnight ago has caused a rising 
tide of optimism among Scottish sup- 
porters. The Italy game is expect- 
ed io provide further evidence of an 
in fortunes, although Tait is 
adopting a cautious approach. 

One of four survivors from the 
starting line-up that finally suc- 
cumbed 25-21 under a barrage of 
Italian pressure in Treviso last Jan- 


BY WYN GRIFFITHS 

uary the E(finburgh Reiver and for- 
mer rugby league player is anxious 
to avoid a repeat showing. 

“The Italians left a lot of memo- 
ries last yean and they were not good 

ones,” he admitted. "Even though 
we were winning right up until the 

last five minutes, it didtft feel Kte we 

were in front We were under the 
cosh for the whole game.” 

Tbit will be hoping to maintain h i s 
by-scoring streak. A vital effort as 
a replacement against Wales and a 
double at Twickenham took his tally 
to 12 tries in only 19 Tests, and pro- 
vided further evidence of a back di- 
vision with a dear cutting edge. 

-I think the public are expecting 
us to just move on and take Italy in 
cmr stride," Tdfd: said. “But they are 
a fairly similar side to the one that 
played against us [in Treviso] and 


are more experienced now, where- 
as we have a vastly changed side. 

“There is no way we are taking 
this one lightly It Is just like a Six 
Nations match to us and we have 
prepared accordingly” 

SCOTLAND: G Mttnlfi (Gkni Caledonians); 
C Mona* {B*fl&urgh Renw*), XlNc (BSnfcwgh 
Reivers), J Leslie (5 
IrafaMnd (Brtw). 1 1 
T Sa&h (QKgcw CaledoniarB}, G Bufioa (Glas- 
gow CalMMM). p Bmtfl (London Scottish), 
5 Murty (Bedford). S (Moms [Glasgow 
Caledonians). P Walton {Newcastle Falcons), E 
Peter* (Bath, cape). M L**B* fEAnfeurgh 
Reivers). RepiMWMdtc: 5 LotifStaff (Glasgow 
Caledonians], C Chalmers (Edinburgh Reivers), 

Q Burns [Edinburg] Reivers), B Ponntnay 

(Northampton), A Reed (VAtsps), D Hkon 
(Bath). S BratbcfSteoc (Edinburgh Reivers). 
(HUB J Penile (RD5 Roma); D Dalian (Benet- 
ton Treulso). C Stoics (Narbonne). L Mania (Be- 
gies Bordeaux). F Romb (RDS Roma): D 
DonrfDgeex (Stade Fran^ais). A Domob (Benet- 
ton Treviso): F Proper*] (Benetton Treviso). A 
MMard (Benetton Trevtsol. A Caollaal 
[RDS Roma). M GtxTwrf (West Hartlepool}. W 
Crtnomierm (Benetton Treviso). MGtanBmZH 
(Narbonne). C Ch ecd nat o (Benetton Treviso). 
A Sforion (Benetton Deviso). Repla ce ments: 
G Mml (RBS Roma). L tala (Benetton Tre- 
viso). M Baranl (Padova), S Snfcuzl (Benet- 
ton Treviso). M Cutdta (Fly Flot CaMsano). S 
, (Padova). C Catooe (RDS Roma). 


JEREMY STAUNTON was the cre- 
ative force behind Ireland’s com- 
prehensive victory in this Under 21 
international at St Maty’s College, 
IXfoGnyesterdas as England Mt the 
full force- of the home forwards, to 
M to a fourth successive defeat at 
this level against Ireland. 

Given that England were un- 
beaten this season, having already 
seen off South Africa and Scotland, 
while the Ireland pack were out- 
played by Wales at Caerphilly a 
fortnight ago, the way the Irish for- 
wards reconstructed their game 
was nothing short of remarkable. 

Led splendidly by Robot Casey, 
who was able to celebrate by scor- 
ing IretanrTs third try the Blackrock 
lode received outstanding support 
from Richard Woods who unsettled 
En g land with some ferodous tack- 
ling. It was the coDectire effort of the 
pack that laid the winning founda- 


By Paul Stephens 
at St Mary’s College, Dublin 

Ireland U21 
England U21 


23' 
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tions. Sure there was plenty of the 
destructive mayhem that passes 
for creativity in most Irish teams, but 
there was also composure and con- 
trol where and when it was needed. 
Mosttyit was provided by Staunton. 

A gifted Gaelic footbaDa; Staunton 
kids well and long from either foot; 
he also has pace, strength and an in- 
stinctive eye for the opening. He was 

the provider for Tom Keating to 
score Ireland’s opening try by which 
time Geordan Murphy had already 
kicked two penalty goals. 

England’s best period was in the 
final 10 minutes cf the half But Ifeter 
Richards went solo when the England 
forwards were in a good position to 


drive over the fine, and the chance of 
a confidence-boosting try went beg- 
ging. Thraing round 11-0 adrift, Eng- 
land badly needed a score. But with 
their support for the ball carrier so 
woeful and their finishing almost as 
bad. one didrft materialise until Ire- 
land allowed Rob Thiriby to steal 
away for a by in the final quarter: 

From there it was all downhill as 
England ran out of replacements 
and used up their limited stock of 
ideas, before Casey thundered 
across to seal victory. 

b*laad U21: IHes B OTDrtscoll, Casey. Keac- 
■rtg CowMfsioa Murphy; Penalties Murphy 2. 
England UPdef 21t Try Thiriby. 

Ire land 1121: G Murphy: D Quinlan: K Hartlgan. 
B O'Driscoll. T KeacLng: J Staunton. P Stringer 
M Horan. P Smyth. J Campbell (S Barrette 64). 
M O'Driscoll. R Casey. P Neville (D O’ Callaghan 
73). R Woods. L Cullen (capt). 

England Under 21: 1 Balshaw (M Walker 55); 
R Tniriby. B Johnston. M TTndafl. L Best; □ Walda 
(J Pritchard. 30). P Richards (J BramhaU. 49} 
D Batman (M Ward. 40). S Walcer. J Dawson 
S Borrtiwtck. A Brown {J Rule. 49). A Sander' 
son (cape). L Moody (A Hazel. S3). A Baking. 
H Lewis (Wales). 



ANNALISA 

Barbieri 

ON FISHING 


ALTHOUGH THERE are variations 
from water to water the dose sea- 
son for trout finished on 1 March. 
So it seems a good time to talk 
about trout. 

Trout are members of the 
salm&noid family, all of which are 
distinctive because of their second 
dorsal fin - the adipose fin. In 
salmonoids this fin is almost non- 
existent and serves no real pur- 
pose and yet for some reason 
evolution has not erased it. 
Salmonoids have been around for 
10 million years and are descen- 
dants of the teleosts, or bon}' fish, 
that go back 70 million years. 

Although most folk who don't 
fish (and I know that can only be 
one or two of you) will say “rain- 
bow” if asked to name a trout, our 
only indigenous trout is the brown 
trout, salmo trutta. These live in 
places where the air temperature 
does not go below zero degrees 
Fahrenheit or above 80. 

The rainbow trout was intro- 
duced to this country some years 
ago - they grow fast and survive 
well - although they occur natu- 
rally only in the rivers of the west 
coast of America and from Alas- 
ka down to the Gulf of California. 
Rainbows used to be known as 
salmo gairdneri (salmo relates to 
European trout/salmon) but are 
now recognised as belonging to 
the Pacific salmon group of fish 
and hence have the hideously 
tricky name of oncorhynchus 
mykiss (oncorhynchus identifies 
Pacific fish). 

Brown trout spawn in Novem- 
ber and December and the egg 
hatches after 30 to 50 days into an 
alevin, an embryonic fish with a 
yolk sac attached from which it 
feeds. Alevin are quite naked, 
with no scales; they only start to 
grow them when they become fry. 
The scales grow from the outside 
and these are called “growth 
rings”. They can tell you lot about 
a fish -when it ate loads and grew, 
when it was spawning eta 

When this food source dries up 
the fish wriggles its way out of the 
gravel in which it was born and 
rests on the bottom of the river to 
eat any suitable morsels of food. 
At this stage in its life it looks like 
a tiny trout and becomes a fry 
(which instantly - I know it 
shouldn't -makes me think of tiny, 
delicious, fried fish). Frys then 
turn into parr- the teenage stage 
of a fish’s life - and they remain 
so for up to three years. 

Dnut wifi either stay in the 
fresh water where they were 
bom or the more rebellious of 
them wifi go to sea. At the ado- 
lescent stage of their lives, just as 
in humans, there is no way of 
telling which way they will turn 
out (A brown trout that goes to 
sea will become a sea trout, 
whereas a migratory rainbow is 
called a steelhead, although the 
sea-going urge doesn't generally 
happen to rainbows outside their 
native waters.) When they be- 
come frilly fledged adults they will 
lose their parr markings and ei- 
ther start to take on the colours 
of the freshwater fish, or turn sil- 
ver and move downstream. If 
this happens they will have be- 
come smolts - fish that have de- 
cided they want to go to sea. 

Trout have 180-degree vision 
with a crossover of 30 degrees at 
the front as this is where they 
most often attack. But on the 
riverbank, the lower down an ob- 
ject is the more difficult it is for 
them to see it Hence the need for 

skulking along hanlre an d learning 

to cast sideways - which is a 
good idea for particularly shy fish. 

Just like us, a trout has rods 
and cones - light-sensitive bits of 
the retina - although a trout has 
different levels and configura- 
tions of them. Rods are very sen- 
sitive to light and cones help the 
trout distinguish colours - thqr are 
particularly partial to reds, least 
partial to blue. 

So remember this when you’re 
casting away for your first trout of 
the year! Also remember that al- 
though the trout’s tail isn’t great 
for sustained speed it can. mo- 
mentarily, exert a force six times 
that of gravity. And it will do just 
that when you first strike - which 
is why you need to keep that rod 
tip up to absorb the pressure. 
Good hunting 
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Depleted 
Surbiton 
test their 
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Colin Jackson has a slight advantage over the first flight of hardies in yesterday’s World Indoor Championships 60m hurdles final. Jackson won Britain’s first gold medal in 7.38 sec 


AUsport 


Jackson finally hits the jackpot 


TEN MINUTES after earning 
Britain's first world athletics 
title in four years, Colin Jack- 
son bumped into Malcolm 
Arnold, the coach who has 
guided his hurdling career 
since he was a schoolboy. “Not 
bad, eh?" said Arnold, his biue 
eyes crinkling into a wide grin. 
‘Thank you sir", said the newly- 
established world indoor 60m 
hurdles champion as he en- 
gulfed Arnold in a hug “At long 
bleeding last” At the age of 32, 
six years after becoming world 
1 10m hurdles champion. Jack- 
son had re-established himself 
at the top of his event with a 
performance that, for sheen 
singlcminded determination, 
he has never bettered 
B ending fllmn st double in 
last few strides, he held off the 
challenge of the 23-year-old US 
champion Reggie Torian to 
earn the only major title to 


ATHLETICS 


BY MOCE ROWBOTTOM 
in Maebashi, Japan 


have eluded him in his career 
other than the Olympic one. 

That ambition stm glimmers 
ahead for the Welshman, who 
appeared to be on a downward 
spiral out of the sport when he 
finished a dispirited fourth at 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 

But a combination of factors 
- including a renewal of his 
links with Arnold, a successful 
operation on an injured knee 
and a shedding of his respon- 
sibilities with Nuff Respect 
toe agency he founded with Ijn- 
ford Christie - has seen Jack- 
son revive his career. 

An unexpected silver medal 
at the 1997 World Champi- 
onships showed he was still a 
contender, and last year he 


won a third successive Euro- 
pean title. 

Now, however; he has con- 
firmed his return with a glob- 
al title, the first claimed fay a 
Bri tish athlete since Jonathan 
Edwards won the 1995 world 
triple jump title. 

T knew I had to win this,” he 
said “No messing about There 
were oo excuses, no injuries, no 
niggles. I had to win it for my 
head's sake and I'm really, 
really pleased I did what I ex- 
pected of myself It’s a huge 
testing time when it’s a mental 
not a physical thing.” 

Jackson's winning timp of 
7.38sec was the fastest in the 
world this yean and only O.OSsec 
off the world record he set in 
1994. Torian, who had led the 
world standings coming into 
this competition, was 0.02sec 
behind, with Italk Balzer of 
Germany taking bronze. 


The Briton’s concentration 
was tested to the limit by three 
false starts, the last of them 
down to him. But he was still 
able to go for broke when the 
race finally got under way, get- 
ting a superb start with a 
reaction time of OJllsec - legal 
by just eleven hundredths of a 

KPiriTwi Tn tannia tpr m^ ita nn; 

an ace on his second serve. 

“Colin’s a risk taken” said 
Arnold “If you don’t take risks, 
you won’t win.” Defeat, howev- 
er was something Jackson had 
refused to contemplate. “I don’t 
want to sound arrogant, but I 
only came here to win. It was 
No 1 or nothing for me. It’s im- 
portant that Britain has a world 
champion once more - it’s 
something the nation can brag 
about and Tm pleased I 
it off. We can win a few more in 
the next couple of days.” 

Italian was convinced that 


his own finish - twisting one 
shoulder forwards - should 
have brought him the tMp- T 
am not congratulating hwr> as 
& 1 winner;" he said T thought I 
won by at least half an arm.” 
Jackson’s face was blank at the 
post-race press conference as 
the American, sitting beside 
him, repeated his Haim Tt 
was a very tight race, but I think 
1 won it” he said US team of- 
ficials, however did not bother 
to lodge an official protest after 
studying the photo-finish. It 
was a graceless performance 
from a man who, reportedly, 

aspires to becoming an acton 

- But Jackson’s satisfaction 
in a job well done was not 
spoiled by the protestations of 
the competitor he had expect- 
ed to be his main rival here. 

After suffering two defeats 
this season through what he be- 
lieved to have been false starts, 


he had been comforted by the 
evidence that the recall equip- 
ment installed at these cham- 
pionships was being properly 
used “Right from the beginning 
of the heats the officials were 
being very strict, and this 
helped me stay calm even after 
three false starts in the final ” 
After three silver medals in 
this event, Jackson had his 
go l d He plans to add an other 
at this summer's outdoorTOrid 
C hamp io nship s in Seville, 
where Ttarian’sfeflow American 
ADen Johnson, who missed this 
weekend's competition be- 
cause of injury is expected to 
defend his title “If I don’t win 
in Seville then I will fed I have 
let myseff down,” Jackson said 
Earlier on the opening day of 
toe seventh IAAF World In- 
door Championships, Haile Ge- 
brselassie, known to his many 
supporters as The Emperor, 


won toe 3,000m title in a stadi- 
um that had just been vacated 
by Japan’s own Emperor and 
toe bulk of the spectators, most 
of whom were schoolchildren. 

The Ethiopian, who was both 
bemused aid amused by the 
virtual silence which greeted 
his efforts, was hoping to win 
another $50,000 (£32,000) win- 
bonus in toe final day’s 1500m 
final. He conserved energy 
before producing a killing burst 
over the final 600 metres, which 
he covered in 85 seconds. 

Nastja Rysich, of Germany 
won the women's pole vault 
with 4L50m - Emma George, 
Australia’s world record hold- 
er; pulled out with a hamstring 
iqjury after dealing 4.35m. 

John Regis, fourth fastest in 
the world over 200m this year; 
made a disappointing first- 
round evit, failing to hold the 
bend of the track. 



TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


16.5m 


The dollars that 
will be paid over 
four years to 
quarterback Trent 
Green by the NFLs 
St Louis Rams 
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ford focus world rally car. 
standard equipment includes: 

the ali new CTree 240 6-speed sequential 


gearbox * 4-cyBnder, 16v> 2-fitre zetec e 
turbocharged engine • 300 bhp at 6,500 
rpm - 550nm at 4,000 rpm • long travel 




macpherson strut suspension, with new 
low friction wheel bearings * foir-wheei 
drive with three active cBfferentfals 


and . electronic cortral 
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and rear) « 18 inch multf -.spoke- \ 
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Collins 

strikes 

first for 
W Indies 


AUSTRALIA BATTLED against 
testing West Indian bowling 
and struggled to 51 for 2 at 
lunch on the opening day of the 
first test at the Queen’s Park 
Oval yesterday. 

The visitors, batting after 
winning the toss, had numerous 
alarms as the new-ball pair of 
Courtney wash and Curtly Am- 
brose found the grassy Oval 
nitch to their Hong. Walsh and 
ipimbrose, who together have 
accounted for 747 wickets in 192 
tests, went past both opening 
batsmen's edges constantly in 
the opening half hour 

But Michael Slater and his 
partner Matthew Elliott sur- 
vived that period. They saw off 
the experienced duo before 
they were separated by the 
first change fast bowler Pedro 
Collins, on his debut until the 
score on 42. 

Slater had made 23 before he 
swung a catch straight down 
long leg’s throat off a wayward 
delivery from the I eft-arm er 
Collins. Slater batted 61 min- 
utes, faced 4B balls and scored 
one of only two boundaries hit 
across the sluggish outfield. 

Elliott and fellow left-hander 
^Justin Langer never estab- 
lished themselves and they 
added just nine runs in 13 overs 
before Langer fell minutes be- 
fore the interval Recalled for a 
second spell from the Pavilion 
end, Whlsh found Langer’s edge 
through to the wicketkeeper 
from his first ball delivered 
around the wicket Langer 
never looked comfortable dur- 
ing the 36 balls and 64 minutes 
it took to score his five runs. 

Elliott who looked shaky 
throughout the session, was 
unbeaten on 15 off 88 balls at the 
break, with Mark Vfaugh having 
faced two bails and yet to score. 

The 36-year-old Walsh took 
1 for 1 1 off eight overs, taking 


by tony cozier 
in Port-of-Sp ain 

Australia 51-2 

v West Indies 

histaflyo£wicketsto398ini07 
Tests and 99 in his 39th Ttest 
against Australia. 

Collins, 22, found a perfect 
line and length and was re- 
warded with figures of l for 13 
off eight successive overs. 
Collins was one of three new 
caps in the home t eam, along 
with 30-year-old Trinidad and 
Tobago opening batsman Sung 
Ragoonath and middle- order 
player Dave Joseph, a 29-year- 
old from Antigua. 

There was concern for the 
West Indies when Roland Hold- 
er injured his ankle while div- 
ing for a ball in the outfield and 
was forced to leave the field. He 
was taken a way for X-rays. 

First day: Australia won ms $ 
AUSTRALIA - Hr*e Innings 

MJ Slater c Dillon bCoUfas 23 

M T 6 Elliott not out 1 5 

J L Langer c Jacobs b WateJi 5 

M E Waugh not out 0 

Extras (gib) — 8 

feed (for 2, 29 overs) 51 

FWlof -tehees; 1-42. 2-51. 
lb bv -s R Waugh. G S Slewed, tl A 
Heahk S K Vfeme. J N Gillespie. S E G 
MacGilL G D McGrath. 

BoarBnf. C Walsh 8-5-11-1. C Ambrose 
9-S-lO-O. P Collins 8-4-1 3-1 . M Oillon 4- 
2-3-0. 

WEST DIMES: S L Campbell S Ra- 
goonath. *B C Lara. R I C Holder. J C 
Adams. D Joseph. 1R D Jacobs. CEL Am- 
brose, M Dillon, P T Coffins. C A Walsh. 
Umpires: E Nichols (West Indies). P Wil- 
ley (England). 

TV replay inspire: C Cumberbatch (West 
Indies). 

Match referee: R Subba Row (England). 

M New Zealand Cricket officials 
have .been left embarrassed 
and angry after TObrld Cup or- 
ganizers ignored a request to 
keep a preliminary squad se- 
cret The NZC had not told the 
players on the list because the 
international season is still on 
and it (fid not want players who 
missed out to be discouraged. 


The Sn Iankan batsman M ahela Java ward ene is bowled by Saqlain Mnshtaq as Mom Khan looks on Reuters 

Arnold leads Sri Lankan charge 


SRI LANKA are poised for a 
place in the final of the Asian 
Test Championshi p after the 
second day of their match 

a gains t Pakistan in Tj>hnm » T^w* 

visitore were 189 for 4 after 4&2 
overs at the dose of play, need- 
ing to reach 300 in 100 overs to 
edge into the final. 

Opener Russell Arnold was 
unbeaten on 81, and Romesh 
Kaluwitharana was on 20 after 
a day shortened by 8.4 overs 


P akistan 398 
Sri Lanka 189-4 

due to had light. P akistan marie 
398 in their first innings with 
opener Wash WajahatuEah hit- 
ting his maiden Tfest century. 

Sri Lanka, who need seven 
points from the matrh to qual- 
ify for the final, earned four 
bowling points by grabbing 
nine Pakistani wickets inside 
100 overs and then gained one 


batting point with their charge 
late in the day. 

Arnold and the debutant 
Avishka Gunewardene gave Sri 
Lanka a flying start of 84 in 14 
overs. Gunewardene made 43 
before hooking straight into 
the hands of Shahid Nazir 

Mahela Jayawardene was 
bowled for four and Saqlain 
Mushtaq then dismissed Mar- 
van Atapattu (23) and ca ptain 
Hashan TQlakaratne for nine. 


Earlier Pakistan, resuming 
at 198 for 3, lost their remain- 
ing wickets and scored 200 
runs to be all out for 398. Pace- 
man Pramodya Wickremas- 
inghe returned career-best 
figures of 6 for 103, beating his 
previous best of 5 for 73. 

ASMN lESTCHANHrtONSMP (Lahore, 
Pakistan: Sec o nd day of (hie): Pakistan 
Brst Innings 398 JWajafiarullan WSsn 133. 
Ybusuf Ybuhana 83. Moin Khan 57; WJck- 
ramasinghe 6-103. Kalpage 2-75). Srt Lan- 
ka First in rungs 189-4 (R P Arnold 81 no. 
A Gunawarttene 43; Saqlain Mushtaq 
3-45). 


Townsend and Smith turn tables on tourists 


ENGLAND A suffered a fluny of 
wickets as their dominant 
overnight position evaporated 
on the second morning in their 
five-day match against the 
President’s XI at Cape Town 
and finished the innings on 350 
all out Resuming at 259 for 3 
with a total of 500 in their sights, 
England A had to revise their 
aspirations as early as the first 
over when Andrew Flintoff (70) 
got a nick behind to a ball an- 
gled across him by Greg Smith. 


By Mark Hargreaves 
in Cape Town 

England A 350 v 

UCB President’s XI 

This set the tone for a ses- 
sion that was to see ihe tourists 
scramble to a disappointing 
total of 350. England's troubles 
increased when Vikram Solan- 
ki fell victim to the last ball of 
the second for a duck. Again it 
was a swinging delivery this 


time from David Townsend, 
that drew Solanki forward be- 
fore leaving him to take the 
edge on its way to second slip. 

Graeme Swann arrived at 
the wicket needing a substan- 
tial innings, both for himself and 
for his side, and began in 
parkling style with a spate of 
early boundaries. Townsend 
had the last laugh, though, 
when the Northamptonshire 
youngster played a loose shot 
wide of the off-stump to offer a 


simple catch to first slip having 
scored 21. 

Darren Maddy's 410-minute 
innings eventually came to an 
end on 135, having resumed on 
122, when he cut straight to 
pomtmafisappomtmgendto 
an innings of real quality. 

At 293 for 7 there was a 
grave danger that England 
would foil way short of a rea- 
sonable total But not for the 
first time on the tour the wick- 
etkeeper Chris Read came to 


the rescue by playing sensibly 
and with great determination. 

Darren Thomas also played 
his part in s temming the flow 
of wickets until the second run- 
out of the innings accounted for 
him. The ball was edged fine of 

slip and Read called for a sharp 
run only for his partner to hes- 
itate and be beaten by a direct 
hit at the bowler’s end. Dean 
Cosker and Read batted 
through to lunch before Eng- 
land were bowled out for 350. 


Second day of Jw*. Eng A non mss 
England A - First Innings 
DLMaddy 

c Dippenaar b Townsend 135 

M P vaughan c Maslkauna b Smith 4 

M B Loye l&w* 0 Kemp — 17 

M G N Windows run out . 33 

A R In tort e Ma^hauna b Smith ... _?0 

V S Solanki e Brooker b Townsend O 

G P Swann c Kemp b Townsend ........ ..21 

C M W Read not out 33 

S D Thomas run out * 

D A Cosker b Abrahams .. ..10 

S J Harm Ison b Abrahams ......... ....... 0 

Extras (Jb14. nblj ...» 15 

Total (ail out. 127 5 oxers) 350 

Fall: 1-5. 2-45. 3-117. 4-2S9. 5-260. 6- 
28*. 7-293. 8-309. 9-350. 

Bowling: Smith 29-10-53-2; Tswmend 
32-6-103-3; Kemp 26-6-66-1; Abrahams 
20.5-4-55-2: Crookes 20-5-59-0 
Umpires; D F Becker and R Brooks. 


Chapman chips in record round 


TTHE AMERICAN Bob May 
shrugged off a heavy cold to 
make an early move on Irish- 
man Des Smyth’s lead in the 
Portuguese Open. 

A second-round 69, three- 
under-par, gave the 36-year- 
old former US Walker Cup 
player yet another chance of a 
maiden European Tour victory 
as he moved to a five-under-par 
139, within a stroke of Smyth, 
who was an afternoon startec 
May has made four tcrp-10 
places in this year’s six starts 
and his best finish was joint 
second in the Malaysian Open 
three toumaments.ago. 

He made his latest bid after 
a gain coming bade from a poor 
start when he bogeyed the first 


BY NORMAN DABELL. 
in Panina, Portugal 

hole, his putter helping him up 
the leaderboard as he holed 
three putts around the 25-foot 
mart “It’s been a good start to 
the season," said May. *Tm 
hoping to keep it going, obvi- 
ously looking to go one better 
than my Kuala Lumpur finish. 

•Tve been battling a cold 
ever since I came here and I’ve 
twice had to fight bad starts. In 
the first round I started bogey, 
double-bogey and thought it 
might not be my week." 

Spain’s Pedro linhart made 
an upward move, too. to lie sec- 


ond in the ctahhouse on 140 after 
a but Frenchman Jean Vhn 
de Velde lost his overnight tied 
second spot through a 73 for 14L 

Britain's Roger Chapman 
produced the best score record- 
ed at the Penina course but his 
seven-under-par 65 will not 
count for the record because 
preferred lies are in operation. 

The 89-year-old Englishman 
put his round down to no longer 
worrying about golfbecause of 
health problems suffered by 
his youngest son Thomas. 

“My eight-year-old son has 
been diagnosed as suffering 
with hip joint problems and 
toldhe’sgotto give up sport for 
five years when he’s football- 
mad,” said Chapman. “That 


brings it home to you that there 
are more important things in 
life than golf and I guess I 
played better by not worrying 
about the game any more." 

His 18-year-old compatriot 
Justin Rose, is worried about 
his game, however - especial- 
ly his poor concentration. 

He pinpointed his lapses in 
concentration as the c hi ef rea- 
son for almost certainly missing 
his 15th consecutive cut since 
tinning professional in a Naze 
of publicity last July after fin- 
ishing fourth in the British Open. 
Rose slumped to a 77 and 148. 

An early double-bogey 
rocked Rose and he virtuaQy lost 
his chance of qualification with 
bogeys at the last two holes. 


Home talent exodus 
endangers England 


THE BUD WEIS ER LEAGUE 
restarts tonight after the break 
for the European Champion- 
ships, but the England coach, 
Laszilo Nemeth, issued a warn- 
ing to the best domestic talent 
aspiring to international bas- 
ketball 

“As long as the League 
remains isolated from Europe, 
they will have to find jobs 
abroad if they want to play for 
England.” The League allows 
five Americans per team, and 
even though some qualify for 
British passports, none are 
eligible for the national team 
The rest of Europe permits 
onfy two Americans 


By Richard Taylor 

Last weekend England lost 
79-76 in Tel Aviv against Israel 
with a team comprising nine 
players from Continental dubs 
and only Manchester Giants 
veteran Ronnie Baker repre- 
senting the Budweiser League. 

Israel are (me of the 16 teams 
in this summer’s finals in 
France. Nemeth said: “Twelve 
or 13 of those squads have buOt 
their backbone on players from 
their own league. We had one - 
Bater I never see Jny players to 
prepare for games." 
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Imposing 
debuts for 
new clubs 


ON THE FIRST Sunday of the 
new Super League season, 
much of the attention will in- 
evitably be focused on how the 
newcomers fere. Wakefield 
Trinity, the First Division cham- 
pions accepted into the elite 
after much prevarication, get 
the first crack- and there is un- 
likely to be much neighbourly 
charity at Castleford. 

More revealing, as a gauge of 
success both on and off the field. 
wiD be Gateshead Thunder's 
home game against Leeds, 
many people's choice as likely 
Grand Final winners this yean 
Gateshead could have hoped for 
their first fixture to pan out dif- 
ferently. They would have pre- 
ferred not to have pfeyed in the 
evening, not on television and not 
with Newcastle United at home 
the same day. They could also 
have wished for less daunting 
opposition and it is a shame that 
they could not afford even a 
token non-Australian in their 17. 

Leeds bring Barrie McDer- 
mott straight bade after sus- 
pension, in place of Martin 
Masdla - a sure sign that your 
transgressions are forgiven 
more quickly when you are in 
good form thanwhenyou aren’t 
Andy Hay replaces Adrian Mor- 
ley in the second row, although 
Morley's hamstring injury 
might ease sufficiently for him 
to be on the bench, alongside 
the 18-year-old Kevin Sinfield. 

If Gateshead keep it dose, 
there will be the inevitable 
grumbles about family favours 
within the Hetherington house- 
hold; Gary is Leeds’ chief ex- 
ecutive and his wife, Bath, is the 
Thunder’s director If they do 
manage it, though, it will be 
through the efforts of what 
should settle down as a very 
good squad, even if it has too 


By Dave Hadfield 

much to do tomorrow. Castle- 
ford have their major dose sea- 
son signing, Aaron Rapes back 
after missing the Challenge 
Cup victory over York with a 
knee injury" That will only make 
Wakefield's job harder and the}' 
could do with an inspiring per- 
formance from their new cap- 
tain, Tony Kemp, playing 
against his old dub. 

Warrington’s Cup victory 
over Halifax makes tomorrow’s 
return fixture at Tbe Shay an in- 
triguing one. while one of the 
most eagerly anticipated part- 
nerships of the season gets Ks 
first Super League outing at 
Bradford, Robbie Paul haring 
recovered from a knee injury in 
time to play alongside brother 
Henry against Sheffield 

The Sheffield coach, John 
Kear, will decide whether to in- 
volve Matt Crowthec Steve Mol- 
loy and Michael Jackson after 
seeing whether they hare any 
reaction to last night's reserve 
fixture between the two dubs. 

Anthony Sullivan is again 
missing from St Helens’ squad 
at Salford after playing nigh}' 
union for Wales A in France last 
night Teenagers Paul Wellens, 
Tim Jonkers and Mark Ed- 
munson are the likely replace- 
ments for injured forwards 
Chris Joynt Sonny Nickle and 
Keiron Cunningham. 

Martin Offiah is to play for 
the London Broncos at home to 
Huddersfield despite the fetal 
shooting of his father in Nige- 
ria this week, but the dub's 
other first-choice winger; Rob 
Smyth, is out following a blow 
to the head at Hull KR and is re- 
placed by Brett Warton. 


First victory 
for Schifferer 


ANDREAS SCHIFFERER, of 
Austria, won his first race of the 
year after an injury-plagued 
season and handed his World 
Cup downhill crown over to 
Norway’s Lasse Kjus yesterday 

Schifferer; the outgoing 
champion who injured his 
shoulder at the Nagano 
Olympics and broke a leg in Au- 
gust, sided Norway’s Kvitfiell 
course in the first of three 
races in one minute 4656sec. 
The 24-year-old finished OJOsec 
ahead of his compatriot 
Stephan Eberharter and 
0.32sec ahead of Norway's 
Ejetfl Andre Aamodt, who ex- 
traded his lead in the race for 
the overall World Cup title with 
six races left. 

“This season I tried to come 
back from irgury too quiddy and 
had not come into form before 
now," said Schifferer; after the 
fifth World Cup downhill victo- 
ry of bis career This season his 
best previous placing in the dis- 
dpline was sixth. He was third 
in a giant slalom in December 

F^us, who won five medals at 
the World Championships in 
\fafl last month and who missed 
races last weekend due to bron- 
chitis, wrapped up the World 
Cup downhill title with a fourth 
place behind Aamodt Kjus is 
the first Norwegian ever to 
win the downhill title. He has 
580 points in the standings, 
just enough to prevent his main 
challenger; Austria’s Werner 
Franz, from catching him wife 
two races left 

The defending World Cup 
champion Hermann Maier, of 
Austria, skied a ragged course 
down the steep Kritijjell piste 
and ended in 16th place, more 


BY CLAUDE DAVIS 

than two seconds adrift of Schif- 
ferer. Maier's disappointing 
placing on the steep course 
meant that he lost his second 
place in the overall standing to 
Kjus, the 1996 champion. 
Aamodt now has a total of L2S0 
points with Kjus on 1,139 with 
six races left 

“I was surprised to beat both 
Maier and Kjus today." Aamodt 
said. 1 especially didn't think 
Td be ahead of Kjus." Aamodt 
saidbe just felt hungrier to win 
the overall title than Kjus. after 
Kjus’s historic five medals at 
the World Championships 
against only two for AaraodL 

The women's world cham- 
pion Renate GoetschL of .Aus- 
tria, won yesterday's women's 
downhill race at St Moritz, in 
Switzerland, to clinch the sea- 
son’s World Cup title in the 
discipline. 

Goetschl mastered the rela- 
tively unchallenging Corviglia 
course in one minute 4&65sec, 
edging her nearest rival com- 
patriot Michaeia Dorfmeister. 
by a solid 0.30sec. 

It marked Goetschl’s third 
straight downhill victory, the 
Austrian claiming the gold 
medal at the world champi- 
onships in Vail three weeks 
ago and winning at Are, in 
Sweden, last week. Italy’s Isol- 
de Kostner finished third. Ger- 
many’s Hilde Gerg, who was 
also vying for the coveted title 
coming into the race, tied for 
sixth with the World Cup over- 
all leader Alexandra Meiss- 
nitzei; of Austria 


ATHLETICS 

WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
rmaiUlMfr* Japan): Men: 200*n Halt 

2: 1 OTHompson |Bw) 30.W: * 
Balkan iNeth) 20.9*; * * “f 1 * £2 
21.23. 60m hurdles: He« 1: l D Ro= 
(US) 7 51.21 Karat (Slovak) £5ft3M 

ireaflifii K ss5SS 

et (Gee) 7 44. THp» Jump « 

Frinfek (Gen 1 7 18m: 2 R Dimitrov (Bui) 
^TOsTs L Carter (US) J 6.98 Shoe 
final; 1 ABagxh flJkr) 21.41m. 2 JJ Go- 
Sw (US) 2 1 .Ifo3 V Betonog (U>r)20S9. 
imnmtn- PaqtacMfln 60m hurdles: 1 

(Get) B BO; 3 U Modonsg ■ fl™) 
8.32. High jump-’ ' Nathan 2 

Jamieson 1.63. 5 Wtoda.cryk l.80. 
Shoe out: l Nathan 15.10. z 
fcsmvKne 1 46 1 : 3 Wtodarcrjm 1 4. 39. 

2 IS 98: 3 Sierfaut ULB « 
lump; 1 Betovn 645m: 2 Teppe 6.27, 
/ 43 Martian 6.24. Huai 
Nartun .US) 4.753pts: 2 1 
sia) 4 691: 3 U Wto&vtzyk (Pound) 
<i soft 4 R Naauowene (umuania) 
S i Jamieson 

60m hurdles: Meat It 1.M M y*”* 


2 1 Korotya {Rus)8.04; 3 bRoseJJwn). 
6 K Maddox (GB) 8.17. Heat 3:10 
Shtshteina (Kaz) 7.89: 2 K AIKfcWi (Can) 
7.90: 3 L Perga (Ft) 8.00- 
Pole vault ftnat 1 N Ryshfch (Ger) 
4.50m; 2 V Ftosadoctlr (Ice) ,4 45: »3 
N Keger-Humberr (Ger) and 1 Szabo 

(Hun) 4.35. 

400m: Heat At 1 O KothmoW (IUb) 
52.06: 2 A Guevara (Moj) 52-43; 3 S 


va-Hbuonou (Cz tep) 1-96: 3 T Vftllg 

Womvu'S 200m swWMk (ftsc om 
In each heat qualify for hnal): 1: 

6 S Anderson (GB) 24.58. 

CRICKET 

SHEFRELp SWBP.j5ypBd_da ?t Of 


feS^S-e*: Mew 459-5 

dec iM Sevan 202no- P Emery 84no). 
SMhAuStraJJa 192-3 U SxJdonsSTna. J 
San 63no). Perth: W^MnAuHraQa 
ZSkdec fM Hussey 1 87. R Bater 1 lino. 
t Moody 1 09) and 1 -0. I M 

ni ihmim 60: T Moody 4-33). nitrLave: 
Vtwfe 188 (B Hodge TlVOueer^jd 
367-7 (G Foley 107no. M Hayden 103). 

FOOTBALL 

Carl Asata, the Gillingham striker, 
has had I* appeal agalnsta cfismissal 


upheld by a Football Association db- 
dplfnary committee. Asaba was 
sent off for allegedly head-butting 
David Greene or Colchester on 2T 
February but the red card has now 
been expunged from Asaba’s record. 
Barry Home, the Huddersfield cap- 
tain. has been ruled out for the rest 
of the season after undergoing an 
operation on knee ligament damage 
sustained in November. 

The future of Jim Fany was in doubt 
last night foDowing a meeting of the 
Scottish Football Association's ex- 
ecutive committee. The 10-man 
committee heW a five-hour meeting, 
but were not prepared to comment 
as they left Park Gardens. Their rec- 
ommendations will now go before 
the full 49-man 5FA counal. who as- 
semble at Hampden Park on Mon- 
day. Farry was suspended on fuD pay 
as chief executive of the SFA fol- 
lowing a cfcpure with Celtic over die 
delayed registration of Joge Cadete. 
The French Football federation have 
reduced the two-match ban an 
Marseilles' Velodrome stadium to 
one match. The ban was imposed 
after fans at the Velodrome threw 
fire-crackers onto the pitch and in- 
vaded It during Marseilles' 2-0 win 
over Auxerre in the first round of the 


French Cup on 23 January. The 
French league leaders win serve the 
ban on 20 March when they were 
scheduled to have a home game 
asinst Lorient it is the second time 
tfus season the velodrome has been 
banned for one match for crowd 
trouble. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Earo- 
pcan C ap Wl nm n* Cep Q u w m frfl a ab 
dm he Chelsea 3 vaierenra 0; Loko- 
motiv Moscow 3 Maccabl Haifa 0; Pan- 
tontas 0 Lazio 4; V&rreta Ifirzdin 0 Real 
Mallorca 0. Pan Cap international 
ta w urauen t (Gaa t e maf a Otyp BotMa 
0 Jamaica ft Guawmala 2 [Jliegrla 22, 
Valencia 78) Paraguay 3 (Gonzalez 24. 
90. Centurion pen 88). Itondns League 
Second DhAuon: Bradford 0 Hudder- 
sfield 0. Ana Insurance fmahhaH a a 
RrscDMstaK Norwich 1 Crystal Palace 
2. UaBood League Chatteoge Cop 
TMidfoand repay rnt t poun fcCoi- 
wyn Bay v Droytedea Scr awH* Direct 
League Les PhUOps Cop Qoarter-B- 
nal: Postponed: Iwenon town vMelk- 
Sham town. 


England's David VUbison added a 
one-under-par 71 to his opening 69 
to lie she shots behind the two-strohe 
leader Peter O’Malley of Australia at 
the halfway stage of the Aus- 
tralasian PGA Tour Championship in 


Canberra yesterday. Another Eng- 
rsfman, Marie Stoppard, missed the 
cut after rounds or 76 and 78. 

AUSTRALASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Royal Canberra, Aus) Leading sec- 
ont-roand scores (An unless sat- 
cd): IMPOMaBey 65 69. 136NSmitfi 
70 66; S Weame 70 6& 137 5Laycock 

68 69. 138 M Cain 68 70: S Conran 69 
69; D McKenzie 70 68. 139 J Moseley 
70 69: P Senior 70 69. 140 S Leaney 

69 71: C Spence 68 72: D Watson (Eng) 
6971; R Rampling 71 69;SScahlS (NZ) 

70 70. 141 ILeggart (Can) 72 69: J 
Benepe (US) 70 7lfc Ftocy 69 72; T Car- 
O^n 71 70. G9; 1 54 M Sheppard 76 78. 
ALGARVE PORTUGUESE OFBI (Pwi- 
Im| foarilni tecoti mad irmut (GB 
or Iri unless stated): 139 B May (US) 
70 69. 141 G Evens 72 6ft M TunrucfiFf 

72 69: J Vhn De Vtide (R) 68 73; R Karis- 
son (Swe) 69 72. 1 42 J M Singh (India) 

73 6ft. P Mitchell 71 71: T tohiwone 
(22m) 71 71. 1 43 R Chapman 7865. 144 
C Habiline (US) 71 73. 145 M Angien 
(Swe) 74 71; P Bales 73 72: ‘NCampfra 
Pori 73 72; D lee 75 70; P Baker 73 
72. 146 RGanzalezlAig} 72 74; DHow- 
efl 74 72. 147 Rl Derksen (Neth) 73 74; 
B Lane 72 75: T Munoz (Sol 73 74; j 
Spence 74 73. 148 M Jonzon (Swe) 71 
77. 149 M PlnefD (5p) 75 74; 1 Oner (Spl 


M James 79 75. 156 1 Garrido (Spl 75 
81. ISVSStruver (Ger) 80 78. 


ICE HOCKEY 
NHLz Tampa Bay 2 Colorado 1 : New Dark 
Rangers 4 Washington 2: Dallas 3 New 
Itork islanders 2 (on: Ottawa 5 Philadel- 
phia ft torento 4 St Lotus ft Nashville 
4 Los AneeJes 3: Edmonton 5 Buffalo 3; 
Carolina 2 Boston 1: Colorado 7 Flori- 
da 5: Pittsburgh 4 Montreal 4 (oft; New 
Jersey 5 Toronto 2; San Jose 4 Ifancou- 
ver 3: Anaheim 2 Los Angeles 1 . 

RALLYING 

Fetter Sol berg, the Norwegian dri- 
ver who finished fourth In the Sa- 
fari Rally on Ws world championship 
debut, has earned another start with 
the Ford Focus team In the fourth 
round of the championships In Por- 


76 73; POuirid (Swin 75 74. 150 A Bl- 
iiaghl (It) B1 69; M A Martin (So) 79 71. 
T» P Nyman (Swe) 7972. 152 R Muntz 
(Neth) 76 76. 133 R Russtil 77 76. 154 


leg in a hotel fall before the Kenyan 
event. Radstrom is still unfit. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Brisbane Broncos, the reigning 
champions, were beaten 28-20 by 
Canberra on the opening day of Aus- 
tralia's National Rugby league sea- 
son In front of a 20.000 at 


Canberra's Bruce Stadium. In yes- 
terday's other match, Melbourne 
Storm crushed Penrith 32-1 0 at Mel- 
bourne's Olympic Park. 

RUGBY UNION 

Richmond, the Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership One dub. have gone inro 
administration in an attempt to se- 
cure their long-term future. The dub 
have recorded losses of around 
£i .5m this year despite their own- 
er Ashley Levett ploughing in almost 
£6m since taking over three years 
ago. Levett is to reduce his stake in 
the dub to 25 per cent. Tony Dor- 
man. the Richmond president, said: 
'We have concluded that an ad- 
ministration order provides the best 
opportunity to maximise the returns 
to creditors and to secure the long- 
term Future of the dub." 

SUPER 12 (Eden Pariu A uc klan d): 
Auckland Blues 16 Canterbury Crusaders 
22 . 

SKIING 

IREN’S ALPINE WORLD CUP DOWN- 
HILL {Kuteflell, Her): Leading provi- 
sional resoles: 1 A Schifferer (Aut) Into 
4636sec; 2 S Eberharter (Aut) l :*6.46: 
3 K Andre Aamodt (Nor) 1:46.68: 4LKks 
(Nor) 1 :4fi.B4; 5 H Knauss (Aut) 1 -66.07: 
GHtrinM (Aut) 1:47.19: 7 D Cuche (SwitJ 


1-4724: 8 P Jaerbyn (Swe) l 47.37. 9 
W Franz (Aut) 1 -47 42: 10 B Kemen 
ISwit) 1:47 60. 

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP DOWNHILL 
(St Moritz. Swit): 1 R Goetschl I Aut) 
1 :48 65: 2 M Dorftncferer (Aut) 1 :48.35: 
3 1 Kostner. Italy. 1 .49.77, 4 F Atsnada. 
France. 1 50 00: S M 5alcninger (Aut) 
1 :50.O2: -6 H Gerg. Germany. I -50.34. 
A Messnltzcr (Aut) 1 SO 3*. 8 5 Hereg- 

? er (Auti 1 .50.36. 9 C Montillet. France. 
:50.47; 10 BObermaser IAl:) 1.50 51. 

SNOOKER 

THAILAND MASTERS (Bangkok) 
O u arter- fc rtaO: D Morgan [W^l by b tots 
(Eng) 5-3; A McMjnu? (5col bl J Higgins 
(SCO) 5-4. 

SNOWBOARDING 

WORLD CUP (KreKchbog. Aut) Men's 
Cross: 1 Z Sceggali (Aus): 2 H Janssen 
Swe): 3 S Dudos (Frl: 4 M Stoner (Swe): 
5 A Pogue IU5): 6 P trpger (Anri 
Women: 1 S Bergdam (5wer 2 M 
Riegler (Aut): 3 K Wnkler (Aut); 4 L 
McKenna |GS|; 5 M Rkker (Can); 6 ATible 
(Frl- 

SQUASH 

Paul Johnson aid Cassle Jackson, 
winners of the British National title 
last month, maintained their No 1 
positions in the new English rank- 
ings issued yesterday. 
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Cathedral Belle can call the tune 
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WHEN IT comes to pulling 
power; staging a race meeting 
just two Saturdays before the 
Festival at Cheltenham must be 
a little like organising a bring- 
and-buy sale next door to Sel- 
fridges. 

Doncaster; Newbury and the 
rest of today’s tracks deserve 
credit simply far having a go, 
and at the Yorkshire course at 
least, previous farm suggests 
that a serious Cheltenham can- 
didate will be appearing on the 
card. 

It will require a little patience 
to find out, though, since the 
Festival fa question is more like- 
ly to be tiie one next year than 
the meeting which starts in 10 
days time. Exactly a year ago 
today, Lady Rebecca won the 
novice hurdle at Doncastec 
and on Gold Cup day she mil 
start favourite for the Stayers’ 
Hurdle. 

Of more immediate interest, 
however, is the fact that her 
trainer Venetda Williams, is 
represented today by another 
promising young hurdler in 
Master Pilgrim. 

This fact alone may be 
enough to send Master Pil- 
grim to the head of the market 
this afternoon, and since she is 
the only (me of the country's top 
four trainers who still shows a 
level-stakes profit for backers, 
not to mention a strike-rate of 
one in three, it is difficult to 
argue. 

Yet difficult is not the same 
as impossible, and while Mas- 
ter Pilgrim has won his last two 
races, both were very weak 
contests, and his odds today will 
inevitably be far shorter than is 
merited by his bare farm. 

Native Recruit, on the other 
hand, took on Barton, the best 
staying novice fa Britain, two 
runs ago. although he ran poor- 
ly last time. 

Both horses, though, are 
asked to concede the 5lb mares’ 
allowance to CATHEDRAL 
BELLE (nap 3.05), whose lat- 
est win, her third in four out- 
ings, came in a competitive, 
19-runner handicap at Hunt- 
ingdon. The task should prove 
beyond them. 

The most attractive betting 
race of the day is the Mit- 
subishi Shogun Trophy which 
brings several improving 
chasers into opposition 

There are some familiar old 
hands in there too, like Hurri- 
cane Lamp and Tom Brodie, 
but it is the three youngest run- 
ners, two six-year-olds and a 
seven-year-old, who are prob- 
ably the ones the watch. 

The trio in question are Dr 
Bones, Smolensk and Noble 
Lord, but narrowing the race 
down any further is problem- 
atic, not least because all are re- 
turning from absences of at 
least two months, and their fit- 
ness therefore must be taken 
on trust 


BY GREG WOOD 


The final vote should prob- 
ably go to Smolensk 13.35), if 
only because his latest suc- 
cess came over today’s course, 
but this is not a race to risk the 
Festival betting bank on. 

There are just five runners 
for the Orimthorpe Handicap 
Chase, and the two which most 
backers will probably focus on 
are the one ridden by Adrian 
Maguire, Baronet and the one 
which he was supposed to be 
riding until two days ago, Major 
Bell 

Maguire's booking for Major 
Bell whom he steered to suc- 
cess in the Great Yorkshire 
Chase at Doncaster last month, 
did not go down well with David 
Nicholson, his former and still 
frequent employee and rather 
than risk the wrath of the Duke, 
Maguire has switched back to 
Baronet 

This p mhahjy has more tn rin 

with keeping Nicholson happy, 
with lots of spare rides at Chel- 
tenham beckoning, than the 
pair’s actual chances this af- 
ternoon, and Major Bell (next 
best 4.10) should follow up 
today. 

In the handicap hurdle, 
meanwhile, Goodtime George 
(4.40) may just have the edge 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Double Strike 
(5.00 Huntingdon) 

NB: Rash Remark 
(2.15 Newbury) 

over Merry Masquerade. 

Perhaps the most serious 
pointer to this year’s Chel- 
tenham Festival this afternoon 
will be at Warwick, where the 
much-vaunted Castle Mane is 
among the runners for the 
hunter chase over three miles 
and a quarter 

The unbeaten point- to-point- 
er, although orfty making his 
debut over regulation fences 
this afternoon, is already the 4-1 
joint-favourite for the Fox- 
hunters’ Chase at Cheltenham 
a week on Thursday after im- 
pressing on the dock when 
recording easy wide-margin 
victories between the Sags at 
TWeseldown and Brocklesby 
Park. 

Castle Mane is trained fay 
Caroline Bailey, who had an- 
other pro mising hunter chaser 
in her care just 12 months ago. 
He was a grey called Teeton 
M21 and the word is, that at this 
stage of his career at least, his 
trainer thinks just as much of 
Castle Mane. 

While making allowance for 
the fact that Bafl^s horses are 
always looking for potential 
buyers, this is an impressive 
recommendation, and the race 
is one to stop for if you happen 
to be passing a betting shop at 
4.45 this afternoon. 



Road show: Runners at Doncaster’s municipal racecourse on Town Moor tackle the bock straight yesterday afternoon 


David Ashdown 


Earth Summit doubtful for Gold Cup 


EARTH SUMMIT may miss the 
Gold Cup. The Grand National 
winner, who also scored over 
Ain tree’s fences in the Becher 
Chase in November; has not run 
since disappointing in the Peter 
Marsh Chase at Hay dock in 
January. 

Earth Summit is being pre- 
pared for another tilt at the Na- 
tional andTwistoo-Davies said: 
“The owners are keen for Earth 
Summit to be left in the Gold 
Cup to the last minute in case 
it comes up really deep. But I 
think it’s unlikely he would run 
in that race and I think he’d go 
straight to Ain tree” 

The Irish trainer Dermot 
Weld said yesterday the Coral 
Cup Handicap Hurdle was the 
likely Cheltenham target of his 
Ladbroke Hurdle winner 
Archive Footage. 


By Ian Davies 


Space Trucker warms up 
for Cheltenham’s Grand Annual 
Chase with a run over hurdles 
at Leopardstown tomorrow. 
The 1997 Champion Hurdle 
third returns from a four-and 
a-half-month hreakin the Bran- 
nocks town Handicap Hurdle. 

Space Trucker has been out 
of action because of a foot injury 
but Jessica Harrington, his 
trainer said: “We normally don't 
run him during the winter far he 
prefers good to fast ground. 
He has been flying since Christ- 
mas and if the ground dries up 
at Cheltenham, he would have 
a marveflous chance." Mrs Har- 
rington also runs Slangy Native 
in the Royal & SunAIliance 
Novices’ Hurdle and Fertiet Ju- 
nior in the Coral Cup. 


Edehveis Du Moulin’s reap- 
pearance was put on hold again 
yesterday when the Queen 
Mother Champion Chase hope 
was pulled out of his planned 
comeback in the Geoffrey 
Gilbey Handicap Chase at New- 
bury because bis trainer Vene- 
tia Williams, was not happy 
with his blood test. Williams re- 
ported: “Unfortunately, his 
blood test wasn’t as good as it 
should be. I cant say at the mo- 
ment how serious it is but I 
hope he will be able to go to 
Cheltenham." 

Eddweis Du Moulin, yet to 
race for Williams, was fourth in 
the Azide Chase at last year's 
Cheltenham Festival when 
trained by Gordon Richards 
but ha.<? not run since finishin g 
second at Ayr last April. 

Richard Johnson, who com- 


pleted a century of winners for 
the season at Doncaster yes- 
terday, has plenty to look for- 
ward to in tiie remainder of the 
season and is hoping for a good 
Cheltenham Festival He said: 
“Step On Eyre in the National 
Hunt HVmdieap Chase and Es- 
cartefigoe in the Gold Cup have 
a great chance if the ground is 
soft, but I’ve got a great book 
of rides with horses like Flying 
Gunner; Behrajan and Samuel 
Wfiderspin." 

Crazy Horse was a most im- 
pressive winner of the Hen- 
nessy Cognac Special Series 
Final Novice Hurdle at Kelso. 
Travelling strongly throughout 
the tvvo-and-a-quarter-rnfle trip, 
he never looked fa danger once 
he took it up on the bridle at tiie 
last At the line he was hard 
held to beat Tessajoe by eight 


lengths. The 55 favourite Marjor 
Sponsor was a further 16 
lengths back in third with con- 
nections offering the explana- 
tion that the gelding did not like 
the sticky ground 

Crazy Horse’s trainer Len 
Lungo has the six-year-old en- 
tered at Cheltenham but he 
may wait for a later engagement 
at Aintree. He said: “The huge 
field at Cheltenham might not. 
suit him, so we have the option 
of going to Aintree in April" 
Shanagarry, altered in the 
the Grand National won the 
Norman Dalgetty Handicap 
Chase. The 10-year-old was 
kidded along on the run-in to 
beat Solsgirfh by ll lengths. 
Paul Murphy son and assistant 
to the winning trainer Iferdy 
Murphy, said: “He is a Nation- 
al type as he jumps fantastic 


and although he's out of the 
handicap I think he will run in 
the big race. We were worried 
about the ground today when 
we saw the rain yesterday but 
luckily we weren’t put off He’s 

been over the big fences before 

at Aintree and he was unlucky 
to be brought down in this sea- - 
son's Becher Chase.” 

■ Hie jockey Keren Fallon 
launches his British campaign 
at Wolverhampton tonight Lil- 
ian, champion Flat jockey fa 
each of the last two seasons, 
rides in five ofthe six races. Fhl- a 
I on has partnered more than 200 7 
British winners in each of the 
past two years and will make 
history if he does so again this 
yean Sir Gordon Richards and 
Fred Archer are the only jock- 
eys to have achieved the feat 
more than twice. 


Warwick 

HYPERION 

2.05 Tie Break 2.35 Doc Ryan’s 3.10 Stormy 
Session 3 AS Choisty 4.15 Arkley Royal 4.45 
Castle Mane 5.15 Wannley*s Gem 


3.45 


3P®P- CHEF CCMECREN (338) (D) U WBartSon 9 tTQ . R Widow 

3S3343 TWSEEfl (22) (D> UMoa^wB fl 9 C McCormack V 

OKU COBLE 1221(D) DWcC*i5n a 


ocoa KMJSXO (FR) (789) (01 Hs3 L Dad 9 tl 7 SMina^ 

IMcGaft 


-ACCmi* 

. n 7 SRM “ 

C3MP6 TS BREAK WJ Joseph «n 2. . .._RI 

G CRV2 UICY TUFTY (ID G Ftodomou 8 fl 3 - . . .lUchaal Branmn 

T 3P-CCT CHARLK CHANQ (UQ B Umdyne D T1 0 McPTuD B 

B 0003 0ROOKSE (18) R Canon 4 n B .. . . _ JPwwfl) 

3 owns HVDQBLLA (ID Mrs T Mcngttn 9 « 7 . ..LSuttam (3) 
-Bdactarad- 

BETTmC: >1 TSn a n q. 4-1 Lacy Ritty, Chart* Chang, 5-1 Cotta, 7-1 
Tie Break. Bnmkals, fl-1 Hydarntta, ao-t ettar* 

FORM VERDICT 

Tho has DO id iho mercy « CHARLIE CHAHQ H binkera wort 
os wel to Ihev <W when ho enised to meftry *i a fiaftestana 
sofcng hanaeap hude last month There la not nutfi to Otiose 
between the consistent ranseeq and Coble on last months 
Bongo term and they are both poosibABos 


2.35 


WATERGALL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

4-0613 SAMTJOE (X) (D) 0 Shewoadfl it 5- . . — JTbraid 

t!W3 MiOUNKSOU(3Q(D)(BnPHod85n2Attkiw($)B 

00 EHT OF KUWAIT (KO (II) G McCartfl 11 2 D Fort (3) 

0 0BCOIfflM(ll}OO7M51i2 - - ~ --VStatery 

3» DOC EWAN'S (8) U Ryan 5 11 2 JRyan 

RBM XHGALCWAHokipKntiGnZ GFRyanfJ) 

C-MD MORETV»EVt15)NHente3mGTi2 ._ ..JRKamgh 

MOUNTAINEER (F508) Us K Drone S n 2 Rltamy 

EZPti SUDEON(W)PEvae9tl 2 HrGUta(7) 

50 BURNT HONEY (2fl R Oder SI? Tl „...JCUoiy 

-isdadarwl- 

BETTWG: 2-1 Adamite Oa Sou, H Saint Jos, 3-1 Mora Tima* 4-1 Doe 
Rjan a. 1M Mountakiaec 33-1 ottm 

FORM VERDICT 

DOC RYANS, who was Uwught worthy of a Cheterham nonce 
entry, has obvnus darns if kronen hn Bop on fast ground 
at Kempwn eight days ago. Stent Joe stays wel bur looks 
exposed and bgger threats are ms wewogarded ArMquta 
Do Sou. who a cm** than he on ha BriUBh tw 
end Uor* Tuney, who b noted on to mown dwraatte a ly 
on ms run behata snrert stctoto-eompanon Bacchanal owr 
a tnp But was too sharp lot urn at Sundown last month 


3.10 


EXTERIOR PROFILES NOVICE H’CAP 
CHASE (C) £10,000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 ttPn MMDEEM(D)FBaurert9l20 -.RSupple 

2 35wP REAGAHESQUE (USA) (9) (CO) P Mkrphy 7 n U._fi Farranr 

3 EBKE MACHAUNini)TGeaqa6119 „RVfldgar(3) 

a EF-ET 0WENTALB0Yp2J(BF) RLw7 U5-. WManton 

i 5F404S MADf (2GKQ ROckneei JJ 

e 5.CP. STORMY SESSION (M8)Ptfc hcfafl Ji 

BETTING: M Ortmite Ekw i M KU Daa. 70 MachaBte. Stomy Sa*- 
aton. 0-1 Raaganeaqua. 33-1 Macy 

FORM VERDICT 

Outs a compenove MBe ncwces' harafeap and Nfld Dee wd 
no doubt Be popular after tn recent suecessea HtMonr. al 
he ttmng has been done on much (aster ground than ths 
and he n«y struggle w a tt of wAjW »«ay » ORIEN- 
TAL BOY i*idw today* undtuna. The sweMn has rtn good 
race* ag»nst a couple el weHnwad rook on m laa two 

Starts and neb wol in soft ground 


CRUDWELL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £10,000 added 3m 5f 

UM8 AMCEXPRESS(1BHCQ) JKngtiu » _JTta*il 

334-12 FULL OF OATS (14) (CO) P Hobbs SUB JRWUgarp) 

c Maude 

■JRKnanagliB 


-2»« RECTORY GAROBI (12} H DMy Y) 11 2. 
2M3-1 MYSTlCBL£(3B)NGaselee9tiZ — 


GOING: SOU 

■ Lett -hand course Runm of 340 yards. 

■ Course is w d cdy on B403S. Buses from stations at Wdr- 
vra* (iml and Leamngton Spa (2ml ADMISSION: CU> D3: Tte- 
tersaBs O (card-carrying students haff-pnee. accompanied 
under-TGs heel; Course £5. CAR PARK: C5 m members: cen- 
tra of course tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 26- TO 1332V D Nicholson 
OUC (?WM Mra J Pltnwn tt-a C03*.). N TOawtoa n a* (131 %). 

■ LEADMG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 3*-€2 087®^i R Jofmaon 
00-81 c»7MNWHlainaam&ai (aay W Ma wte n &si (B5°4 

■ FAVOURITES: 156-416 (30%) 

BLINKERED RRST TIME: None. 


PAfflO CHOISTY {IS) (CQ) Hrtaynea 9 tIS RHcGMh 

-5 declared - 

BETTING: 1 14 Rd Of Oats. 2-1 Mystic Wa, 4-1 Rectory Garden. 6-1 A 
N C Exprns*. 20-1 ChoWy 

FORM VERDICT 

The new drase handcapper is raismg and dreppoig horaos 
more freely then puuars are used A so those with the best 
recvit lonix such as Ml Of Oats, are now vtAierable if one 
ol ihose dnoppaig « the w«ghta happens to come good agan 
on the day. and A N C Express and ChoWy could be com- 
ing to hand Preferen ce , however, is lor MYSTIC ISLE. AJ- 
though iteped 8b lor hsPatastonewnlte sap up in dsiance 
coted help ftm keep a step ahead of the assessor. 


4.15 


o'ficl EMSCOTT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
_ V q J HANDICAP HURDLE (F) £2^00 2m 


BLACKDOWN HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS Q £6^00 added 2m 4f 11 0yds 

1 i'*f64 SUN SURFB) (HIJ (28) ID) H Daly it Ti D SYTytma 

2 /2214 ARKLEY ROYAL (92) (CD) J Od 8 T1 ID CMauda 

3 0021-1 GHEBI CRUSADER (2SQ (D) Ms V Wad 8 11 3 JCulaty 

4 <33046 DICTUM (3) (D) Mss H KngNfl tJ 7_ ..RWIdgar§S) 

-sdadared- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Green Cnmdat 5%t Aifclsy Royte, 741 San Sufar, Dictum 
FORM VERDICT 

Dlduni Sloped on Wsdnesd^. whfc Sun Surfer s not get- 
ting any younger and Green Crusader has not been seen 
out stee vmnng « June. As such, the best option Is to for- 
give ARKLEY ROYAL ha flap mer fences and recal how 
ntpresswe he was n openng Its account over lutfies «er 
Ms course and cfstance last term when he looted a horse 
with a future 


I A AKITOWN OF WARWICK FOXHUNTER 
l^.^l TROPHY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 


£1,500 added 3m 2f 

P2D4F AJHIRAKp) Mra R PVongSn O Q 3 MrCVhm 

^PSS- ALTORT BLAKE pBQ (D) (BF) Mb T Knsey 12 12 3 

- BGHmwQ 

Id-11 CASTLE MANE (14| Urs C Saley 7 IS 3 MrBPoflaM 

!3P& DESP81ATE P4 (P) Ms J Saundas Tl B 3 — Mr T Lana (7) 

08P1C JUPITER MOON (P14) (D) J Cenwal X) Q 3 

Mr JR Cornwall (7) 

6 jSSM-2 RUSTY BIBDGE (19} (C) (D) Ui S Jehracn 0 12 3 

Mr R Benton (S) 

7 OCJ SHALLOW RTVm(P2fl (to SFTxsxMeag 12 3.„ 

„.Mhs S PhtoaidQa (7] 

8 P3F1-F 5FRMGRIRM RATH (17) G Bran 8 12 3 Jfr B KandiBan (7) 

9 W JUOrLWEtPMJRPfctartJlIB Hr J Cook (7) 

-Bdsetared- 

BETTlNa: 34 CmM Mtflk. B-1 RuMy Grids*, 1M Shelow Fine, 2S-1 
Albert BUke, Dteparata, JupiMr Moan, 33-1 odors 
FORM VERDICT 

IlieveiyecillngCASTLEMANEshoddtWlhdbaiTingac- 
odenta Rusty Bridge makes most appeal tar ihe forecast 
mih Ainrafc and Despenoa tKhsns to consdor. 


5.15 


EDSTONE INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH 
HAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,750 added 
fillies & mares 2m 


D DAYS DESTWYC12}JM*S5 112 

ESTER’S GIB. KBte 6118 - 


-A BUM (3) 
..-.MAlNni 


KffnB TTflHT JEANS fiftaeoek S « J -.^LCotoan (7) 

LADY WDWORNTsetn-DwcsS tl 2 ^18o0m(7) 

UNOSBURYLASS JNevfe5 d 2.... TSkkW (5) 

MBS MONTROSE M KetSi 5 fl 2 JTtunJ 

7 ROYAL TINA U Hade 3 tl 2 JRKaanagh 

8 2 Sim.R0SE(15NTMS3ivD»es9d2 CMauda 

9 WARMLEYS GEM JQd 6d2 JCuBoty 

« D LAOYOF1>eiAI«>WP*iW*«6 □ Lately 

tl 330 PBTTElPSCM»aiA(aqADSftan41DSJ(AHpini(3) 

-11 dadarsd- 

BETTW& 4-1 1 State Rosa, IM^ Wtonlay'i Gam.B-1 Lady Pativot 16-1 
Etearti GM, 2D-1 Kedes Tight Jems, londtenry Leas, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Steel Row is the pick on form but she Is no wortd-beater 
□n wha srw acfsevwf on her debut and is worth opposing 
wtth WARMLETS GEM. whose haB-brather Rue The Par- 
son shewed lair tamper term before mokteg hs mortt over 
taxtesOdveOeidnyB open m ii ipo w aneni a long win Lady 
of me Ump but Perteajp* OndreOa ran pootfy last tana. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 Asllana 7J30 Parte Prhna 8.00 Powder 
River 8.30 Love Blues 9.00 Dande Times 
9.30 Sounds Lucky 


7.00 


BAVARIAN MAIDEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 71 

032M KRAMBOYfUSAin ABatoyS9fJ J Boafey P) t2 

000-35 APPROACHABLE {USA) (It) RPhipS 48 D Manln Deysr 6 

00*33 STRAVSEA (U) B Badi 4 9 5 ACUfWW2 

34SD SONTUATMG SOUK) (28) S Bowmg 4B 2_C ttagu* P) 9 

00002 BOON PARK (5Q) K ComriM 5 9 1 N Fenton 1 

□000-2 2ABRBKE(8) QLMocraS 91 

35252 LEGEND BUIS ff3)Jtassda 3 90. 


JQukaill 

_G Carter 7 V 


1 
2 

3 

4 

s 
6 
7 

B 00533 MARIANA (14) T Cbmart 4 912 TSpn*«9 V 

9 34410 NOBLE MTRIor RHdnthead 48 C PMCUMi(713 

V 55332 DIAMOM) BLUSH (1^ N Uttnidan 3 8 9 -T G McLwitedn 5 
d 00563 TNAE ON MV HAM?S (t2) C Tharmm 3 0 (LDean McKeOen 10 
12 548 ABHAHA (22) T East arty 3 88 LChentoCfc4 

BETTMQ: 7-« Ugm Mb, 5-1 ZteafeUa. 7-1 Ian Bq. 8-1 AppraaMUa, 
Mariana. ID-1 Strmaaa, Bteltti Rwfc, Ofetnond Btah, 13-1 attars 

FORM VERDICT 

AJ dozen runners haw finished n the frame on the AW this 
year so then quite a compenthie race of Its type However, 

todays drop to trip w* att APPROACHABLE who Is on a 

fair mark on what he echrewd on ha reappearance and he 
Is a potential fnfjrowBT under these consbons. 


7.30 


SCHNAPPS CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^XX) added 3YO 1m 100yds 

1 6505 BAMBOO GARDSI (IS (0) GQiung 91 JiCtaan(E)7Y 

2 385633 MBS TAKE (7) (03) P Bob 9 1 JCFaBonSV 

3 D6-144 HPSBRAVEflS)®) MWglasaSI DMailkXamnA 

4 052-21 RELASTWORDfU)^ RHalrataad91J , MQufeii(7)2 

5 -44120 ULTRA CALM (28) (Q P itatan 9 1 PGood«<^6 

6 Ofl- BLUE GLASS (140) pTO) N Ltamtai 8 C.TGMdauBMnl 

7 0333 nUTEPniA{7] SKHPMlfi'C R F2zPl*ick (5) 3 

8 DMO-Q TOWEL BRIDGE (22) K Ryan fltj A McCarthy (S) S B 

9 <XH)OZBE(BB}MVMgB9 PFessoyS 

-Sdedared- 

BETTMG: M UtasTita, 4-1 Plp^ Brava, 5-1 Bateau Gwrtan.Tha Late 
Wont M Itata Pitaa, 7-1 Bkie Glass, 10-1 Uln CMm. 2W oMf* 

FORM VERDICT 

Not much between eight of the rtoeen hdraSeap rattegs, but 
tNs return » mvehampun wfl suit MSS TAKE who pipped 
tha lately usafui Daiaead over CSO fci December and who has 
much lass on har plate than an her last van here in January. 

10 nm betting ring bookmakers h'Cap 

(CLASS E) £4,000 added 1m If 7Syds 

0000-1 SAGUAROdBI KMncti5 DO P Htzstowns pj 5 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 OWW THETODW1DOWp^{CO)UaaSVWkrS8 t2„JQidm3 

V -21221 AR8SH(iq(CP) JBaUngfiBS .J Ethan* 2 

3S3&5 ROMA(2QCTharton4a6 Jf 


40031 POWDER RNER (4 K Buka 5 9 0 (Bod ..Dm McKeowt 11 

08W3 MURMOONGAtBf) BHgntuy49B KFHHI7 

32006 AHCt«MC)F JORftnSflB ACdwfl*13 

23241 NAKH3 OAT (28) (CO) B &rurt 4 9 6 PGaotaRS 

E3HE- PR9EVAL (331) K Caiertpd 595 NMal 

-64343 nUARNEYJA2Z(2q(BRGaw492.-4a'Uhte12B 
own SRUBCUNG HARRY (D)(CQ Mm L&U te5BG—LChHiack4 


12 SD42-2 TOPFLOQRfM) J3peang4B5 _SDrmhn 10 

13 8E21- 20R8A (J19) (G) J OShea 5 B 4 CCopn(7)6B 

-rtdadand- 

BETTI NO: M Powder Rhrer; 6-1 Mun*ooa,7-1 NtaadOte.B-1 Sagoam. 
KMsraay Jazz.Anritei, to-1 Arc, Primeval, u-i others 


FORM VERDICT 

Acompe MM i l iand c a p featuring five recant winners. POW- 
DEH RIVER always had matters under control it the dos- 
ing stages aa Ungtaid an Tuesday and can tolow up at the 
expense of AreWt and Segurae. 


8.30 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: 7f- outside; rest- Iraida 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low to middto best far 7t 

■ Rbresand, left-hand, oral course 

■ Causa la N ol town on A448L Wtalve Hia i nuto u station mv 
ADMISSION: Club EB; Ttetereata E8 CE2 oH for GAP mambers 
of Otamond CUb): Restaurant package prices EI7S0 to E3SB5 
nefudkig course entrance and meaL CAR PARK: tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: R HoHrahnd 7D-S82 (E%). N UBmod- 
on SI -380 (134%! M Johnston 47-244 (S13%) P Evans 41-4X1 (10%). 

■ LEADWG JOCKEYS: & Sanders 43-311 (138%). Dean McKa- 
own 38GQ6 pZffltt J Weaver 36203 (tZ7%i D Hodand 31^ -03 

■ FAVOURITES: 486-004 (323%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Legend Fails (vlsarad 700), Tun no! 
Bridge (730L Bamboo Garden (viat if«. ’m\ Zortos pJXl). Rhrar 
Boy (S30L Cameo (vtoored, BOO). Tilburg (vteorad, 900). 


COLIN AND DOREEN SALTER RUBY 
WEDDING H’CAP (D) £5,250 3Y0 1 m 4f 

1 21-02 D«JMTH)(21)GLMQore87, KFMhIB 

2 33-2H LOVEBLUES(»)(C)MJohran86. RRzMriEfcRS 

3 00-TK RAHnsARE BOY (21) D9wr83 J0uhm4B 

4 -05631 LOSrSPWT(B)(D)PKtt7n LCtanudc5 

5 4B0M RIVER BOY (19] P 9etaspeeie 7 10. PMOulm(7)2B 

-Sdsdtead- 

MHmuR mighc 7S IOIl rttro harefcap welgfts: Loa Sp« 7a Ob. Rlwr 

aoyW8b 

BETTWC: 54 Love Stoss, 11-4 Dwintsd. 7-4 Raywara Boa M Late Spir- 
R.29-1 fflver Boy 

FORM VERDICT 

This longer trip shodd hold no fasts tar RAYWARE BOY and 
FBmsand end bMaara have brought out the best in Nm be- 
fore There has to be a question rraric over the stamina of 
Daunted, so the hat-trick seeking Love Btuee may be his 
main rival 


Q nni VENICE SELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
a,W l £2^00 added 5f 


1 -SOOG CHALUZ(5) (Q (BF) N Ldlmxfen 5 9 3 J dural 

2 -90404 ADCRPOllR (VJ) R HtteteKad 5 8 h AOdBwwIO 

3 -S904O CAMEO (MMChanmn 4 B tl. P(3nry(7)7V 

4 333003 DANDE TEES (4) (D)K hoy 4 a 11 MsrtkiDwycrSB 

5 -00056 FEATHBBTONE LANE (31) (CD) Uss LSdcU 8 8 ft 

Dean UcKacMm 5 

6 40605 HYPB«CO(2S)Mta5Mkn58Tl NManf(3)8 

7 W3020 LITTLE BNR (5) (CD)(BF) P Evans 8 Bit KFaBonll V 

8 S4XQ8 FSINYHOIAC (CO) K Ryan 8 811 . D6tasxsi(7) 12 B 

8 05000 WCE(52)tCD)J S*tog5 88 J&tamdS4B 

B 00820 OP8ANG RANGE (24} (COIN Bvry 88 6___NCa*di 2 

11 SEUOHK«OBEpfiJ?9)JOvQi48B TGMdra^Ntae 

12 90050- TILBURG (24Q tt3 N Ibcaley 4 8 6 PMc&taSV 

-12dadwed- 

BErnHttM LBfla fern 5-1 Ctata, 114 Dsnda Tines, 7-1 Ftatewntona 
Lww, 8-1 Ca m eo. 10-1 Arfcpour, Hyparico, TMaag, 12-1 cAtara 

FORM VERDICT 

The condtkms of ttss event tamux FEATHER8TONE LANE 
and, with plenty of front turners among the oppodban, ha 
should g« #w strong pace ha needs to momt ha fate charge. 
UtUe Ibnr has rtf won lor two year* but is rewAtad tor Ihe 
first Urns since with Kieren Rsflorr, he has some decent ei- 
forts to Ns name of late and, along with Dande nmea and 
Chakra, looks the chiet opposition. 


9.30 


OOMRAH BAND HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 3YO 61 

021- S&Bi SPRINGS (110) (CXQ R HcCn9haad97 — KFsBent 

1*«4 DONE AND DUSTED {2^ (BF) RBromartn 8 2-F Norton 13 

00330- GRECIAN DUE (142) A 91 L Newton 5 

-33325 T)WA3PEr{14} JSBfcfrgSe J&tmndil2B 

82-403 GANTGETY0lfttfi£ffiH{25) (D)J*sNUacaJay8i2 

yinraiYtt Saodw* 9 V 

36643 AWOHD ALEOB .[17)CDwyw6D FlyndtJ 

D5GM LKgHTBRSZE(1^(p)GLMoam8S^ RBrttesad(7) to 

G MB KBcN HANDS (19) (C) Ua N MteaJey 8 6 __P McCtew 6 V 

4«5&- COOL KATIE (IBS) K Ryan 8 2 A McCanby (3) 8 

41 LWETO THJLf14) (CD) M SeurxtoS 7 D JQubn2 

-06021 SOUMJSUJCKYPB(C) NUtSrwfenTtl (So) J Tate 4 

3« SAW STORM (8) (Q M Vnbmg 7 D PFtaaay7B 

MO AN0E HaRWE (22) R Rahsy 7 D PHsBag* (7)11 

-13 


Mr*™ eeglit Ta 10b Jh* tarxfi^ wmgtttaBmHtme 7te2b 
BETTWG! M Aeoadlls GH, 1W Uvslb *4, 8-1 Sim dpringa, M 
Dora And Doited, Trine'* PsL Light Breeze, io-1 Caotgeojoarfareteh. 
Kaan Heath, 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Soma htaa ai n g c a riBndar 3 hara, notably SEVBI SPRINGS, 
who totted adecsntaB-waattwr prospect when winning oust 
thscouraa and dtotsnce on Ns final juverife start. That form 
itotB franhed sufficiently lor han to look reasonably trsatod 
deaptte top waght today and hfa chance b l n^ ii tf Tt e d by the 
Interesting jockey booking. Sounds Lucky is ahead ol tha 
hantScapper with only a Ob parafiy faro runaway wto in se*- 
ing company over 5f here cnWadneedayi but periiape the 
stop back up h «p wB be Ns undoing. Speady Live 1B8. 
impoaabla to assess aeeuteely. has fcnprtwemsnl In her and 

Is a fere danger. 


RESULTS 


NEWBURY 

Going: Chase - Soft 
hudtes - Soft (Good to Soft In places) 
2.10: (am 31 4yo hurtle) 

1. CORN1CHE L Harvey 3-2 

2. Mesamedas — M A FtageraM 9-4 fav 


~P Hofley 5-1 


3. Tales of Bounty — 

Also ran: W-2 Goodwood Cornier (4th), 
14-1 Cage Awe Foies. Faynz. 25- J Mar- 
PMantB, Tiye (Sth), 33-1 AsmbcK. 68-1 Mrs 
Pickles (8th). Tabemado. 

11 ran. I 1 /*. 7, 2t 3 V*. a (Wtonar bay or 
brawn colt by Msrfu out of Far But Near, 
trained by C Kelett tor John Marks). Tote: 
E390: £130. CL5Q. ELKL DF: C38Q CSF: 
£754. 

2.40: (2m 5f handicap hunBe) 

1. TAUFAN BOY FKentry 7-1 

2. WUey Wonder C Maude 20-1 

3. Handy Lass R WMgerS-l 

Abo ran: 2-1 jt lavs Dangerous Guest (5th), 
Who Am I (6th), Tl-2 Arctic Chanter, 40-1 
Shariftmulr (4rth) 

Tran. 2, 1'A, 6. 16.1 (Wihnar bay gofeUng 
by ’Burton out of LytSa Mario, traced by G 
Bakfeig af FyMd tor Suprnrra TaamL 7bta: 
£8.10; £230. £800. DF: £3000. CSF: £9683. 
3.15: (2m 11 ha n et uap chase) 

1. BUCKLAND LAD N Wllfamaan 9-4 

2. Native Ring R Widgsr 6-11 tav 

3. Moratock^ P HoHsy 4-1 

3 ran. 2. 2a Warner chestnut getting by 
Ptaadana out ofBOealg. transd by D Grb- 
stf at Robertsbridge lor Mra R M Heptun) 
Ttota: £300. DF; £130 CSF: OW. Wt 
Edelweta Du MouBn 

345: (3m novice ha n dic a p chase} 

l-YHSLEY WARRIOR C Ltowettyn 8-1 

2. Dumlcka View S Bunougfi 9-1 

tLReqfl) NWHIanuiUfev 

Also ran: 4-1 Hardhg, Tl-2 Act of Faith 
(5th). KM Baknorabruno (4th). 

8 ran. W. TZ 'h, deL (Winner bay gaining 
tit Daring Rooo out of Mbs lbpem, trained 
by N Iwtston-Daviss at ChelteiK'iBiTi for the 
Wslsy GaH RsrtnereNp). Tote: EKDO; £2£G 
£310. DF: £1980. CSF: ES427. 

4-20: (ton TOyds NH novice hurde) 

1. ARTAOOIN LAD _R Duuwoody 4-6 tov 

2. Harcfly J Cuflaty 100-30 

3. Clear SMes C Uasreflyn 

Also ran: 14-1 Pointed Remark. 20-1 Gun- 
nerbtong (4th). 25-1 TrtWbisd Man (5th), 
SO-t Baibizon (Mi), KJO-1 Atttx Wist Wiz- 
ard. 

9 ran. aVi. y*. 7. cSss. i v». (Wtonarbaygeto- 
tng by Kings flfcto out of Nun Martier. 
treated by Us J Pitman at Upper Lamtaun 
tar J Shaw) IMk ElfiOl £130, £)3Q £150. 
DF: £23Q CSF: E277. 

4J0: (2m 51 novice hancficap hude) 

1- BOWLES PATROL _G Stipple 3-1 fav 

2. Damp Course — — Goldetten 7-2 

3. RAandnl Q McPhaB 14-f 

Atoo ran: 7-3 Jabiru (8th). 6-1 dark. 
Roman™, KM Bassano (4th). 14-1 None 
Athlete (5th), 20-1 HowTbnn 

8 ran. % Zh. 04. & tl (Hfirner grey get* 
tig by RoseSeroutat Another Dud, trahed 
^Johnft Upson at Adswis tor Mra Ere 

Bfe) Tbta: £380: £180 SM40, £9an np- 
£490 C3F: £12.17 Trfcast: £106.11 
£25: (an hunsr chaos) 

1. ROUGH QUEST -, 

MrM&adbume owns fav 

2. AB Weather «rM WSesmfth 16-1 

X Pontabulm A Cherlo*Jonea at] 

"m ran: h-6 Statorid^STTfTiSi 
NO®, 33-1 Abka. 50-l^jfBngtwv *** 
Tran. & I'A. (Wmwrbqrgiafetojgbjr (3^ 

sasaaaffi® 

Plat* 6: E102SS2. Place R£&^a 


DONCASTER 

Gotog: Good to Soft 

2.00: 1. ROLFE (WUarston) 40-1,2. Stent 
Ckrf 8-1; 3. Grooving 1-4 fav. 10 ran. H 
3 'h. (S Braoktem lifftigton) tots: £4230; 

£380 SM5Q £ua DF: ECaaa CSF: £28498 
NR: Dancing At Laham, WBe B Brava 
220: 1. SUMO (R Rairart) 20-1: 2. North- 
ern Accord 4-1 tan 3. RBeeandhtm ifri;*, 
Hebnsley Fler 20-t 17 ran. 'b. ’A. (Mra S 
Lamyman. Uncoln) Rmk £2790: £500. 

£L7U £480 £77Dl DF: £13420. CSF: £9483. 

Tricast: £128527. NR: Dynamic Lord. 

325: 1, DRAGONS BAY (Mr A Dempsey] 

5-1: 2. Lough Letat Spirit 6-1: 3. Chevafler a- 
Bayard 8-1 9 ran. 7-2 tar Don De Man (6tei). '*» 
17, 2. (Mra M Ftomley Sattburn) tbte: £800: 

£200 £29a cm DF: £2020 CSF: CX5a 
TMcast £20733 

3L3&1.SALMON BREEZE (R Johnson) 7-4; 

2. CariWe Baraflto's6-1 ; a MflBaty Acad- - 
emy 5-A fav. 0 ran. V,. 13 (N Handarsm 
Lamboum) Tola: £220: £153 £123 £Wa 
OF-. E7m CSF: £1070 
4.10:1. PROFESSOR COOL (WMarston) 
tM tar. 2. MemaaMb Otatan 7-4; 3 The 
Granby 8-1 15 ran. a 'h. (J Mackie, ChLKh 
Braus^iton) Tote: £300; 5X70. £120: £250- 
OF: £270 CSF: £433 tft Mdmon MhstreL 
Powder Hound. Tsl Monty. 

4^0: 1. HUJONSTOWN LASS (MrRHfeF 
tord) 9-2 co tar; 2. Pontoon Bridge «-i; 

3. Nodtotra Wonder B-L 19 ran. 92 co tars 
Gale Hi. James The First (pulled up). H 
r*. (T Waltord. Shemff Hutton) ‘tote: £*20; 

C15a £4SQ £liSQ DF: S449G CSF: £8259 - 
5.15: 1- SOeUR D6 SBITBt (0 Ctdo ghwl 
20-1 : 2. Doubts Or Quits 20-1 ; 3. Bogart 
Oly 13-2 arm 15-8 jt tars Goodlhyne Lady . ■- 
(4th). Danzig Rose «, ah4«l (S Goinga.. 

LOith) Tote: £3550; £563 £383 £280. DF: 

E3419Q. CSF: £31748. NFt Osocool, Shriey 
Kaektor. 

-Jackpot: Not won; £14396958 carried ter- 

ward to Doncaster today. 

Ptaeapot ESdaa Ouodpot ES50. 

Place 6: £213. Place 5: ‘ 

# 

KELSO 

Gdtag: Soft, heavy ki places 
2-20: 1. ILAHABAD (A Dobbin) 2-9 tar; 2. 

Clndar Kflto 11-2; 3. Happy Days 86-1 8 
ran. 3Yi. 3. (J FttzGerakfl. TOIfl: £120: ELD. , 

£U0 DF: £180. CSF: £172. 

2JKk 1. CASTLE RED (A Dobbin) 14-1 ; 2. 

BoW Action 7-Z 3. Crass Tha Rubicon 
vxm. ii ran, 94 tar Uentetaar (4th). n 
^(J H Johrtaon) Tbte: £12^0: £2^0. ‘ 

£050 DF: E264Q CSF: enOK NR: Hnotef* 

Spirit of SfBfll 

3^5: 1.CRAZV HORSE (R Supply 11-8; 2- ' 

Tbwalo# »-1; 3. Major Sponsor 6-5 few. 

7 raa 8118 0. Lungo) TU to £230; £WU . 

£39Q DF: £1438 CSF: £1453 Ml Knodteto , 

Ftec 

3^5: 1 . SHANAGARRY (A Uagjra) 7-4; 2. 
So^rth S-l: 3. Ballytaa 12-1 s ran. 94 

tarFeetaLiwGokI(4th).ua(FMur|' ' 

Tbtas £300; Ena £2.11 DF: £280. CSF: f 
A30: 1. SCOTMAI L LAD (N Haf¥*y) 91 ** 

2. Kakaahds59-1;3 MySatareOo ^2? 
ran. 4. Vk. (G Moore) Tbte: £380: £Wtt 1 
£C58£3D0..DF: £*3480 CSF’£G25LYri- 
taac ElSCte Thtocte £497940; SMOam 
caniad torwart to Doncaaw 935 w»)t. 
SJXLl.SWAIffltSI^IM-BGaart «wo 
tar, 2. Bright Destiny 7-2; 3, Zarator**; 
n-a 7 ran. i Vf. 1 J A. (L tieiflp) Tbite £340:-.— - 1 
£290, £220 DF: £950. CSF; £1273 

Placspot CT1300. Quadpofc E2&70. 

Place 6: E6&93 Pteco 5: EB4J1 
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Adair entered 
for the Derby 


THE EX-AMERICAN colt Adair 
is to be entered in the Derby 
Godolphxn confirmed yester- 
day. Sheikh Mohammed’s or- 
ganisation already have the 
Kentucky Derby hope AQabrin 
the Epsom Classic, for which 
there were 143 acceptors after 
tKprstfwfeitstage yesterday. 

Adair was bought privately 
to join the Dubai-based team 
after an lMength win on his 
debut at Belmont Park in New 
York last October 

Simon Crisford, Godolphitfs 
racing managei; said: “Adair is 
not evened in the Derby at pre- 
sent, but it is our intention to 
enter him at the next entry 
stage in April Judged on what 
we have seen he is a veiy 
promising colt and we hope he 
wiD make iq> into a really use- 
ful middle-distance prospect 
He has had only one run so far 
and we will need more evi- 


dence before he becomes a 
real live Derby prospect" 

Adair is the 12-1 second 
favourite far the Classic, behind 
Co m mand e r Collins at 10-1 
Crisford added: “The other 
Godolphin horses for the Derby 
at the moment are Dubai Mfl- 
lennhftn, M ukhalif Mutafeweq 
and Bhagaas. They are aMight- 
ly-raced, unexposed horses 
who should be suited by a mile 
and a half ” 

The trainer Aidan O’Brien 
has left 18 in the race, includ- 
ing Orpen, Stravinsky, Tchai- 
kovsky and Genghis Khan -an 
unraced half-brother to Gen- 
erous, the 1991 Derby win n e r , 

Godolphiu are responsible 
for 19 of the 110 entries in the 
Oaks, with their Saytarra en- 
tered for both the Oaks and the 
Derby 

DERBY: Warn TflU: to-1 Commander 
Co«na, 12-1 Mali: IB-1 Afiabr, Dubai M6 
lennhin, Rhagaas, 20- 1 others 


PUNTERS' GUIDE 


[Major Bell should 
assume co m mand 

The former top jump jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes analyses 
Doncaster’s Grimthorpe .Chase 



Baronet: Showed be is as 
good as ever in his two races 
this season and looked im- 
pressive against Him Of 
Praise at Cheltenham last 
time. He stays very well and 
will not be stopped by top- 
weight 

Avro Anson: Pulled up on his 
Lpnly outing of the season at 
i wetherby. That was back in 
October; so there could be 
some doubt about his fitness. 
Strath Royal: Ran well for an 
old stager earlier in the sea- 
son but has gone off the bofi. 

Major Bell: Returns to the 
scene of his triumph in the 
Great Yorkshire Chase and 


has every chance of following 
up. The Major is a game and 
genuine horse who always 
jumps well. 

In Thuth: A long way behind 
Major Befi on his latest start 
and needs to improve dra- 
matically to reverse the form. 

Conclusion: The Scottish 
Grand National winner 
Baronet poses a serious 
threat, even under a big 
weight However he may 
struggle to match strides 
with MAJOR BELL, who 
can add this notable prize to 
his victory in the Great York- 
shire Chase at Town Moor in 
January. 


DONCASTER 
3.05: The ground was on the 
soft side yesterday and fur- 
ther rain is expected That is 
good news for MASTER 
PILGRIM, who has done lit- 
tle wrong since joining Vene- 
tia Williams. Cathedral 
Belle has also shown a liking 
for the mud, but the reins 
&have arrived at the wrong 
(5 time for Native Recruit. 

□CO 

3.35: HARFDECENT is 

smack on the lOst mark and 
can deliver a telling finishing 
kick. He returned to winning 
form on the course 10 days 
ago so gets the vote over the 
bold-jumping listen Timmy, 
who has to concede him two 
stone. Noble Lord is having 
his pipe-opener for the two- 
mile Grand Annual at Chel- 
tenham. 

□CO 

4.10: MAJOR BELL had 
taken such a big drop in the 
weights that he can still be 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


pnmariATpri iypT1 handicap ped 

even after his win in the 
Great Yorkshire. Adrian 
Maguire rode him then but 
now stays loyal to Baronet, 
who will do realty well to defy 
I2st in the testing conditions. 
The ground wQl suit Brian 
Harding's mount, who enjoys 
a massive 25 lb pull with 
Baronet on their r unning in 
the Scottish National. 

□CD 

4.40: The step up to 3m could 
be the making of LORD OF 
LOVE, who stayed on in 
good style to split Champion 
Hurdle hopes Lady Cricket 
and Toto Toscato at Ibntwell 
last time out The reliable 
Just Nip and exciting novice 
Goodtime George look the 
chief opposition. 


0-YR-TALE ON G R I IVl T H O R P E CHASE 
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Longest-priced winner: Addington Boy (189B) to-2 

Ttop trainer". R Lee (3) - Damere Cevairy (SSO, W92 & 1993} 

Top jockey: No jockey has won tna race mare 

than wice ta the pert 10 years j 
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DONCASTER 2.30 
C H L S 
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C H L & 


Hotel lad 
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92 

LbtanTtaav 

to3 

4-1 
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61 
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74 
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61 
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DONCASTER 


HYPERION 

2.00 Eagles Rest 4.10 Major Bell 

2.30 Kathryn’s Pot (rib) 4.40 Lord Of Love 
3.05 Master Pilgrim 5.10 Commandant 

3.35 Harfdecont 


Gomes Good to Soft {Sett m pfacea). 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped course. 

B Courts is E of town off frit A638 (MS Jets 3 & 4}, Bis He from Doncaster Central 
station. ADMISSION: Club £15: Grandstand EB; Famfiy Enclosure £4 tree aB 

metosure*) CAR PARK: Frw. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mre M ReveJey 1S-98 (183%). N Hndmon TI-38 (306%), 
D Nicholson tt© (1&9%X T Eastertry 8-35 (220%), J RtzGenrid 8-53 (63%) 

fl LEADING JOCKEYS: P Carbeny 11-40 (275%). M A Fitzgerald n-45 (2*4%) P 
Nhren H-65 R Qarritty 9-57 (158%), L WyvrS-BO (85%), R Glint 8-43 

B FAVOURITES: 84-253 (37.2%). 

BUNKERED FIRST THE: Nona 


2.00 


PARDUBICE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,500 added 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £3340 

<-620 MUTCH (5Q) (CD) (Uxdlfasfyii}JBi*ryBT1 B B Prate 

•244U1 CRCUSSMRpi) (D) (The RhpTHSBra) D Hehokon 6 11 S 

WW EAGLE5 RST (14 P) Mdf Uoyd Wfetbe) N HmdefBcr 8 TI 8_ 

3*304 NON VINTAGE pi) P) Mam) M Chraanan B II B 

2TVP2 ANDANIFO (9) (D) (Lady SaratiOuOon) Lady Hones a 112 

304M RODDERS (29) (R W liecalfa) J Qowr E H 2 . 


J) Jehnaon 
-JOtbonw 


-SOmct 


P THE BX1 YM (15Q (R J Lam) J IfcGomoche tt 11 £ . 

-7dacmd- 


_S Curran 


BETTING; 7-4 EagtaaReet, 2-1 Dm* Star, IT-2 AndanOo, 6-1 Anhnh, 7-1 Non VHaga, 33-1 Mil- 
an 

sat ftmrert Gab 7 n 2 A Magidre 4-n lu (D Nchotaon] 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Amhvcte Tbok net to fences with wh over C&D (good: 4-nmner race) and second n 
novice handcap at Catterit* (an, soft). Wtf Mow term 8 days after latter 
Ckcus Star. Haa not won anytttog Hco the lumber of ms wtich Ns Sb»y «w«Jd 
siGgest, but del tatar a weak race a Ludtow (£m. good to sofl) last time Usefci eeri- 
er ta two races g Cheltenham Every chance if he goes through with Me effort 
Emtes Rett Beet Ones 4 lengths at Kempton C2m. heavy) an dosing debut WM 
hdd behtad Flagship Iterates rt same course next time; before dtappotafing (batt- 
en when uweetlng 3 out) g AscoL The one to beat If he rattans to form 
Non Vintage: Frequently placed but seldom a wmet One of Ms bener chastag * 
torts last time, but wsa TZ tangthe betted Oreue Star ana ii only 6to better off here 
AndanMo: Has red convinced in two sans as a chaser; but put up fair effort on tom 
when B lengths second n Country Bern at Wncanton (2nv good to soft) last week 
Rodder* Fak bumper form at best 20 lengths foratft of 8 h novice Ixnte at Canor- 
. idcpm3t good) gives him plenty to find. Ho heaatao had breathing problems 
The Big Ylm 12-1. racectxroe debut aged 9 when ptded up to novice Made at Mar- 
tet Rssan (£m3l soft) in Octobec Not nwb to go on and nothing to encorage 

VERDICT: On farm ttto rests between Chon «*r and EAGLES REST, butO- 
cua Star b invalabie in a flnWi anti Eagtae Rest was In the proems cf runring a poor 
race vrfien he padad company with his Jockey last tkna cut Botti act cn a aouid su- 
faca and EaglesFtostls^mnarKaherchancmneriUngtheaeiectionaheadarAndan- 
Bo, who would Hguns pramtoently wtti an knprouefnent in his jumping tachnic^je 


IO nci STAKIS CASINOS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C)Kn 
I I £8,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £5,576 MBim 

1 4M1t U5TER PflJQRni (U) (TheVAitogLInB) H£SV WBaraT 11 12 ^Dgfatan 

aMA Obekjam. NMeandyefcarMfredatoew lefltwc^o 

2 -31W NATIVE RECRUH (9) (Jmy WrghQ D Nftfccn B it B RJohnson 

tbribim. mfite PzArdamonct denontb on staves anrf op 

3 QOn GAIKU^PSI£{77}(UaSutonMAto^U3U%w«ySTr7 GLM 

ptapfenMidecarUcap 

4 00P0 COOLAMiP*)(La£jyArrieBertniJ 0&wman7 ti 2 MBnmn 

frbcfcafwefMabbdlcapiiMWcfamM 

5 60 rtOTPYR£NmTO(JSid*t^)FWfji 1 y7T 1 2 AU^Mn 

red. oagBOBh, oma H gran stem Mgeandanersk/gmen watered cup 

6 PHBJJSOPHIC (F23) (Gatagner Eq« Ltf; 1*1 L Jewti 5 71 2 BPoaeB 

eflWBtf9aMltfiriitt«lmatMaUpeanaisa«RMhtoamA&oi>ipcap 

-Odadand- 

BETTWG: 54 Master Pfgrlm. 7-4 Cattiedral Befc, 4-1 Nad» Hmdt, 12-1 Heh PjrrsnMs,33-l 
others 

BBS Lady Rebecca S n 3 N VWbnKon evens tw (Us9 V Wiams) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Muter Pflgtlm: Ex-Toby Baking wned and 2nd ® the sman Pitminent PraBe on 
reappearance Subsequent winnef of weatehreoea at FbrnwHTbdaya trip ideal 
Nnttve Recndb Dual good gmund winner at Ludlow (2m5f) Hghty tried against Bar- 
nn arSandown and then ran bedy belwd Lard Noeieet Wnomton (gtoft] 

Cathedral Belle: Plo^essin mare with tans three wns gained in handcaps over 
2m5I (beef ZaheaBe under I2st to Hurtingdon last lime). Ukes cut «i the gnuto 
CoolemMtHaa shown wry Me (Ttfito John Bush « Cattarck tat tme) ato tooks 
om d a aa ed 

Kgh Pyrenees: WH beaten on two attempts over 2m behtod Lore Lamb a! Newcastle 
but premiM shewn and todeyta longer trip very mich n hs fewou 
Phltoaaphlc: A^weather pertormer with wra from tofll to 2m. Best watched today 
facing stiff task on Jumping debut 

VERDICT Nathre RecruR has struggiad n better races owe notehng a double 
at Ludtow and he seems to want faster ground CtowM Belle has won handcaps 
in the mud and her an alowanca gives tw a fightng chance against MASTER 
PtLfiRBH. Itonetia WMama' charge landed the odds ki a Fcntvrel handcap tast time 
and the performance suggested today’s 2m4l wouto prove spot on. 


|4J0l 


GRIMTHORPE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£20,000 added 3m 2f Penalty VMue £13^16 

61-31 BARQfETI 



1 61-31 BAR0tETM(l*9DMd!taiTp3Dh)DNch(fean9l2Q .. 

phfc purpteooss frets, hoqpedsteewea. piaplf tap 

2 5I3P-P AVBO ANSON (12^ (C) {A«r^ Ma J A Canada Tin C .. 

ctot bbo. afMt shews, tto* £*e damn& ahe cap dSA bbe dozoics 

3 535P0 STRATH BOWL (42) (C) (Cf (Lady Ame Bwttnci) 0 Ekoman 13 TI 7 _ U 

black. ■hfersteMC, btxkcap, wMe cfctmciw 

4 4050 MAJORBBJL(a}(C) (TUac1airtsillttMan.W(*in^ AWMans n OBBHwdkig 

ntolMjaandtiMecSamands, fojafMttsJMies, anduAscwondow 

5 1-P43S W TWJTH (3S) (Ure E ItovIWi) S Gings Tl O 0 SDwack 

pupa and write damond*. msfimns and cap 
-Sdadvad- 

Utarraon ivaiptt 10sL Ttua handcap wftght In TnOiUst 13b. 

BETTING: W Major Befl. 2-1 BamncL 5-1 Strath RoyaL 6-1 In Thnh. 14-1 Atrc Anon 
U90: The TdsasJi 7 id 6 A Dcbbii 7-4 to (J ftnshaae} 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Baronet Scottish tetonal winner wWi Major Bel In 9lh Game wimcr from Nun Oi 
Prase (successhJ since) at Cheltenham (4mlf) last trne (50) tugner mark today) 

Avro Anson: Formerly sman chaser but not as good nowadays. Praters botw grouid 
and hasrrt raced sfeice putag up to a hurdto M WsOwrby r October 
Strath Royal: Has struggled snes a win from Bees Doyle at VMherby: fmhrrg laa 
or to u General WottaMHaydock on latest start SM has fine chance nttw, grade 
Major Bell: Rakshad the trjp and gmn nspeed nde by Magure to beat U Strang Gale 
si Great YbrksNre here. 7b higher mark today but wel wei£rtBd with Baronet 
In Thdhc beaten in this race last year and 23 lengths behnd Major Bel si Great 
'forkshse tesMtne. Enjoys T2to pul 

VERDICT MAJOR BELL docent have Adrian Maguse to hefa today Out Bran Hard- 
Ing knows twnwel and the geklrg s n the term to Mow up ho wrn si the Great York- 
atwa Major Bel has sipped down the mights end must have a wmng chance with 
a 25to pul with Baronet compared to tha Srattsh National Strath Royal remans a 
highly capable pertormer tsut the 13b concession to Ma^or Bel may prove too mch. 


4.40 


3 351 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TROPHY HANDICAP j 
1 CHASE (C) £20^)00 added 2m 3f 110yds ri4,070i 


-A Dobbin 


-P3FS1 LBIBH TBBIY (NZ) (14) (D) (Sartnd Racing Cfcb) S Broofah** UQD. 

Mt^andyMi»<Mm9.hoi^sigom.yMwc9p 

1-2814 HURRICANE LAM* (28) [& Ms F C V\Hdi| D Mchotaon B H 9 RJotnon 

arnoU green red ertss Oais, a^sd drew red cap 

1-4214 DR BONES (77)0*3 Am Fcrtme) FUnphySn 7 Al 

nstt wMe aoM of haaina. afHe staevas. red amHS, btack cap 

4 BM SMOLENSK (05) (C) m (Ora & Arsons Dau»s) J Sony 7 n 2 B 1 

ro^elbkiB. md H*tf«nonct rojal bte end wUectobafcciistevrae. njolbbecop, nddamontf 

CTQ4 TDM BROOIE (16) (D) (Mrs M W Bill) J hwertl Jchnicn 9 Tt 0 AS Smith 

puptBttid*tit»(bat^,puple3looim. srlpcidCMp 

am NOBLE LORD (105) (Jeff UcCtrtiy) n PhKpi 6 Vh-—— 



erneotf firesa t»i)e otw boto indamtoes rarened c^p 
■2W5 GLAIUMM31J1Zp6)(CU) (Ms Jdd Mart^ PCMDn9t»U.. 


JOsbonw 


. .S Dune* 


2.30 


UGHT INFANTRY PLATE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £6^00 added 2m 110yd# Penalty Value £4,627 
3ft -2 GOOD VBES (133) (D) (BF) (Q E Shtk*n) T EaStoty 7 U 0 Lttyer 


232FB ALABANG (W) (D) (Sta Racing GUb) Mb J A Camacho 8 It S_ 
86600 REAL ESTATE (1^(0) (Ms JUoiADDfAMtam 5 11 1. 

1432- LAWAHU((t1)(D) (jBdtJQnph)CMom5t)&- 


.R Johnson 


503050 NEW Mi (IQ (CD) (JohnSerpfeMJchnSiMrsWf Oii)5Gofa(p810 tl.SDuack 
IMPS BAHADUR (USA) (35) (D) (PcWB 8fXJ Le«^ I4sj Pitman 6 W B Bl 


2-116 KATHRYN’S PET (119 (CO) (BF) Btown) Mrs Mflovetay BIO 9_lfr A Deinpeoy(^ 

6-U3F INDCAfiA PRINCESS (B8) (D) (Vihrtitaln PnrtrnnJip) Um U ftNctoy 6 B 8 PNbM 

T&4P iih BORWHTf p24) (CD) (D H Bo«1na) S Bo*rg B T) 8 TDnconto 

31-066 HOUSE OF DREAMS (13) (D) (J&MLotaua)GMMtx»7 VS AMagube 


XBBO SAMAMD (10) (Q) (Ms Tharasa OTbcta) Mn L SUdd 7 tie. 

-Hi 


..TSUMp) 


BETTING: 5-1 AWreng. Kathryn's PM. 11-2 LanMk, 7-1 BdNdas fatten Princan, 8-1 Good 
Vttm. Hone Of Drenn, 12-1 New tan, 14-1 ReM EMMa, SnMrfd, 20-1 Mr Uorfarty 
«» afretua) 5 n 3 S Italy (7) mre tar (Mre V Wfare) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

QeodVIbea: Decant bumper and novice winner being gdfflaak with 12 sj on first mart 
since his ancoisaging 2nd to WNp Hand at Mortet Rasen r October 
AMbang: Smsst tuder n B96 and fancied when beaten and tofcg at toal ffl^U in 
fast year* Imperial Qji Batter for aa— o n el run behind FMahaMhafr at SedgalMd 
Heat Estate: Had his day at Ascot fa November and ganamly hard to piaca Wel held 
on lafcst risn, taled off behtad Ytas® Spartacus at Vifcsvn* a tortmtfn ago 
LawaMc Decant nonce (Haydock debut wSmer on soft) and contests first handcap 
attv credtablB runs behtad DavoeM at Kempun and SameicBan at Ht^dock 
New Inn: Baaton whan tast-fl^x taler n tins last year (soft gound). Gobs wel hare 
when Urn (pound to torn end stiff task last ttme on toe comae whan Bth to Gingar fm 
BalfaduK TfaBed up ta bad race at Ratenham (wore tongue strap) and Sth to Reta- 
«mch at Cheftanhsm Useful on his day and Holy to figure back in weaker trade 
Kathryn’e Pet: nogresshre and bem Samankl easy 2 lengths over C&D in Jaiury 
Probably found grattid too feet here nad Inw when frwoutte and Bth to Ghger Rw 
InttoiMiPrirwrea *: Four Smcs winner a 3ffwter meetings. Fal in MrJtdarti race a Hurd- 
ngdon ta early Decentooc May need tow run 

Mr Morierly: Rut-t^nuid lover and iriWy to trouble toe principals on this fast attempt 
ahee piteg up ta Cel My Guemb race at Medret Rasan in July 
Nooee Of anoene: Prehre fasten grauid bo heavy rata woJd coun against htat Stiff 
teMra al nine thin lerm (won three times on Flat fast year) 

Samenkt: Qwgled B Haydock afw 2-length 2nd to Krahryhh Pat hare pfa better). 
URneated 4ih here fast ttaie ta Ginger Fbxta race 

VERDICT Tha ground mqr have bean a shade too fast for KATHRYN’S PET hare 
last Ana and the mam in best judged on ffieaarier vwy smooth cause win from SamankL 
She can be fancied to confirm supanorfry on Jutt Eb vnaetanra. BaBadre- it sure to 
go wel in this dess, es should decant novice Lawehfk. House Of Draems has his 
best opportunity for some ana butlhe ground is a worry. 


darir Mm ami pater fata#, ctartr bbe ataevar. ytfov cap 

B 530422 GOLDEN HELLO (4) (C) (G E Shcutar) T Eastarby B t) B BKwrflng 

tOfSlDki^iMe cross rftoraha whlsc^j 

9 T2HF31 HAWUECBrr(iq)(CO)(AGKn(wteNMaUtfattfEya «0 -PMvan 

□brlbUs, HTitaipois, hooped atones, quaandcap 

U M1F30 MARBLE IIAN (3S) {□ J Lem) M Pel 9 6 D LCoepw(7) 

vmbU ffvn yatow enema afafioto on Mmvm, yekw cap 

H /5312- SHADRACH (30mMs Katw Smrkrtvid) Ms H Mobtay B V 0 DGMtagbar 

rpjef bbe, yetav cross beta, toeped steam, dak bk* cap 

V. 345P0U MONAUGHTY MAN (7) (Ms Karen Vtoodwed) E Caine 13 to 0 MrOFagwi 

wtabt rop! dim jpo* pupta dHiea and cap 
-I 2 rfadaiad- 

Afinimun Height lOBt. True handicap wfata: Xtebta Men 9st 72). Shadacti 9W 3®. UonaugTiy Man 

fill 12 

BETTMG: 4-1 Noble Lord, Haridecaot, 92 Listen TbraDy, 6-1 Smrdemk, Dr Bones, Tbn BrtnSa, 
10-1 Hurricane lamp, 12-1 Golden HaAo. 25-1 Q lamt iB C tz . 50-1 others 
09B: EesVnpe « « 13 J Tlday 7-2 (Mn H Kr*sft) S ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Uslan Thany: Jumped wd when dropped ta datance (2m41) at Newcastle to beat 
TUaymurryTbffH lengths fast tim. Stiftof tast today off 9b higher mart 
Htartoene Lenp Decant m 2m and made instates over this Ufa behtad Red Maraxlar 
at Ascot Haa atacebeacan Green Green Deeert at Sendown then stiff task on same 
course whan taut of 4 to EdtedonBfao. Now tried again over longer trto 
Dr Bones: Acts wel on good ground. Vtee^ced to confirm Wwhertjy forni with Linen 
Ttaimy and Irto too far at Ascot fast time (4th to 'torduff Express over 3m) 

Smofaneic Pacey sort beat one frtadsh sutoce. Easly beat Non Vintage here ( 2 m) 
on reappoarence but longer trip n tHta ground a worry 
Tbm Bredte: Beat Dr Bones over 2m at Ufalherby but todBd last time at Sandown when 
Iasi of 4 to DanUta Cavalar (2m). Goes wel tor today* rider but trip a problem 
Nobis Lord; Vton impressiveiy (jumped boUy) from Baled Mnstral at Atatree ta No- 
vember and now off 7to Nghar marie Probably best owr uiWmiati but Ine chance 
GtamsngEtz: Wel beaten 5th to The Outback Why here fast lima and al wins gahed 
on faster gourd 

Golden Hafloe Poor showing behind Smolensk herein December but bener rut fast 
ttaw when 2 nd to Xapete at Ma ne CMtft 2 nd to Corston Joker BmM) tea term 
Harftfecant Opentofr tU ict i n p r u vemnnt and appredsted return to futherwtienbaai- 
tag Jasons Boy 12 lengths over C&D lam fima. Stronger race todty but chances 
Marble Men: B-isngth 2 nd ta ttts race last yean Bast over 2 m and broke blood ves- 
sel here last Sne in race won by The Outback Why 

Shadrach: Rotate wtaner and beat 3 rivals ta novice at Ibwcastsr before 2 -length aid 
to Oassy Led at Hereford last May. Unraced snee end tl fa out of h a ndcap 
Monaughty Han: No chance 

VERDICT NOBLE LOHD has Ns warm 14 } race for Cheltenham where he Is Ho- 
ly to contest she Grand Arrxial He musJ have a leadtag chance rf he stays the artia 
3t UatanTtounytapressed with Ns junptag « Newcastle but thfatooks a tougher 
test having to MioiAier ffist KarMeoenl gets tvw stone from Listen Ttavny and rmes 
a threm 10 them ttf attar raturing to form ten days ago 


PARDUBICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) V2TH 
£10,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty value £6.627Kaiji 

1 -WE JUST MP(28)(BSeslD& M Evans] Ms LFfcnatosen to _ _ JOMsom* 

dmMandtmtHgmawXtoDtostammamiap 

2 («2T1 GD00T1ME GEORGE (3S) (CD) WreMJ Bene) Ms JPoronBUB . 

meute, btacL sss, rime cap 

3 PD22F2 BRACKBWEATH (22) (D) (John Grot) D Gnsset 8 11 0. - . . .. 

leBsw btacL sac tiaaoio on ceoes, letowcan btac* stars 

* 2m -3 MERRY MASQUSMDE (BS) (D) (G S Brown) Ms M Reretay 8 to B- 
Ifliow: bfacJr cnevtom, yeflowstaeves. /xwpedcap 

5 30160 CHUBCHTOWN GLEN (2S) (JSC Tplon) S Braoksnw 6 6 7 . _ . 

ysfaKPupk hoops, ptrotoseem 

6 TE2C LORD OF LOVE P2) pAuse Racvg) D WSoia 4 to 5 

i^iow, ttse* sSbs, awws and star on cap 

7 2P-PW TTLTY (USA) (44) (Oiaaae Raon(j) A Soe«4er 9 03. . - . _ . 

nd emerald green / uOm bra 

S .4*030 A1ZDOMO (1^[C) (BF) (LA Jackson) J Gtover 7 to3 . 

■riae. SgH preen saant 
-Sdadared- 

BETTWO: M OoodtbiwGwwge. 4-1 JuMMp. Many Masquarada. 5-1 Brec ta mha a tti. B-1 Lord Of 

Lon, 10-1 Atzsome, 10-1 Churcmown Qfao, W-1 Tiny 

T99B Whafslbir Story 9 s 5 R Gamtty W 1w (P fl Llbbbw) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Jam Nip: Confasteni and up nanocop tram with ha 3 1 .’: lengtns second to Tooatrai at 
Sandown (2mtt good to soft). Put ira 3U since Fast try a>3msh0(Adsuthan 
Qoodttoie George: Good-tookng novlca. wide-maign 3m wnner last two starts of 
Stratford (heavy) and Doncaster (good to safu Plenty of potential and respected 
Bradkanbea?*: Frant-nrewr. bacSy out ol form the term (tried 3 hmm rarer fences) irel 
shrat-hsad second to Ftytng Gum at Newbwy [3m good to soft) last time 
Marry Masquerade: Sirappng 8ya origlnaBy set far chasing tna tam LVon fast three 
starts fast season on soft and very premising thad at Newcastle on return Stays weft 
Churchtown Glen: Progressive ttw term wvmng at 2n4f end 2m6f Ratted when be^w 
form on two pretnous starts (tadutbng fatest) at around Dm. bah on very soft ground 
Lwd Of Lovse Vfon 3-ruswr race at lityieid pSNJl heavy 1 by S« lengths and toon stayed 
on fate when B lengths second of 3 u Lady Cricket In ccntMons event m Fortwe* uSnTl 
good to soft) Hard to assess, Bialy to stay Sn and possibly SUM by soft surface 
TBty: Temp e r s] ! mi rta l stayer, easiy best effort ths term when wwrtng 17-tusw ha nd ca p 
at Cattaridc (3mit good) Acts on good id soft Comet be trusted 
Atzoonw: Rrst try at 3m having finehsd wsl at an4f fra bem efforts ihs term wmng 
in December and ttvd of tt ai January, both at thw track Rsor effort bst fame 
VERDICT A very Interesting handicap, with Just Nips form from one of the sea- 
sons mom cranpetttwa handcaps set agarst the consMeraUe promse of Goodthne 
George and MERRY MASQUERADE. Mary ReveleyS charge gats the vota desprta 
his three-monlh absence: after an eye-catcrtng reappearance effort behaid he staMa- 
c cmpanlon Alpine Panther. Lord Of Love Is the ether one to consider 


5.10 


TOWN MOOR STANDARD NH HAT RACE (CLASS H) 
£1,750 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £1,580 

COMMANDANT (J G RttGarald) J RcGarald 6 Tl 4 PRyre(7) 

6 GOLDS! DEAL (59) (Fueneoh Racng] T BhQngtui 6 H 4 .SDurack 

4-0 NOKMOVER (59) (H G Lfamlyrl) J OShM 5 11 4 Doufadul 

43 NO TALE TO TELL (BQ (Ms M A fauns) DNchotaonSTI 4. RUassay 

P-0 SPSS (85) (Uptands Btaodnsdi) S Sherwood 5 11 4... H0Rrer(5) 

DROIT DE SBGNEUR (USA) (FeeQaed Fader Racng) J Nortm 4 to O...C Rate (7) 

IT HAS K» NOTHING {Ms BrtJgat BLm) P S McEmae 4 toll G F Ryan (3) 

KING OF TIE CASTLE (fabwtHfchta)Majnmn 4 V to IfaTGIbtwy (5) 

00 MCE BALANCE (USA) (4) (C FforachcvO U Qrapman 4 to Y) NHmtty(5) 

PORT OF CALL (J 5hn6 R Lfannr 4 n 10 Ur 0 Hayes (7) 

SPARKYT00(fforihBmCladdngLld)BRataHd4 to V .fl Winston f3) 

-11 dadsred- 

BETT1N& 2-1 King of Tha Caatia, 7-2 No TMe To TaD, 5-1 CoraraandanL 7-1 Specs, 12-1 Goidan 
Deal 16-1 Dnd do Sa^wu; It Was For Nothing. Port of Call, 20-1 ottiarm 
199B: Partanca Bay 6 11 4 Mr C Wfacn D-1 (Ms A SwrtMi*) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Conmuniteib 9000-gunaa son of good bumper sis Goad Thyrta Stable hare good 
first-tmeraul strikfi rate in bumpers, so This debutant is weS worth a second took 
Golden Desk flyo by GUoran out of a wtantag potatec Beaten about £7; lengths when 
sixth of 14 to ta Lamb ta a slowly-run race at Mussetu^i (good) on debut 
No Mm oren Forath of 13 8t Hereford (good) in May and seventh of u (2'/i lengths be- 
htad Gddsn Deal) at Muesatxi^i h Jarxnry. Has to Imprem 
No Ihla To TbU: 5yo by good bunper sae Be My Natire ta frame at Newton Abba and 
Ludont both on good to soft. Comparable form to the others with experience 
Specs: Syo by Be My Native Second taounte, taorad prom s e when never danger- 
ous at Doncaster, alttaugh came only tenth a toto BaccaraL May improve 
Draft Da Stignsis: US-Ered flyo by Chieft Crown OrigtaBSy made SBODOO es a year- 
big but than changed hands for Just t 2D0 gtiroas in ^8 
tt IMw For Nothing: FfaFtxad 4yo by Ffirer Ms out of a maiden who has not had a 
great record at stud with her fire prevku fools 

King Of The Castle: 4yo by Catak& half-brother to a burper winner. Stable has pien- 

a of success in these contests Qnefortheshorl-feton tha score alone 1 
ca BUfance: 5yo by Shadsed Bou^l for jLSt %700 guineas fast year 
Port Of Cat 4yo by Arad from a good Flat tamey 
Sparky Ibo: 4yo by Tbtem out of a 2m4f novice hurdte winner 
VERDICT: Those with experience took nothing speciaL' the best may turn out ta 
be SPECS, who attracted support on hfa debut ana whose stsbMs in tram In these 
contests -The most Maly nswc o m ra s are Co mman d a nt and Mng Of The Castle. 


NEWBURY 


2.15 


HYPERION 

1.45 Gris D’Estruval 2.15 Yeoman Sailor 2.45 
Careysvllte 3.15 Ricardo 3.50 Stately Home 
4J20 PIETRO BEMBO (nap) 4^0 BalUnday 
King 


GOING: Hurdte course - Soft (Good to Soft ta places): Chase 
course -Soft 

■ Left-hand course, with stiff fences. 

■ Couse ta SE of town near A34. Raiway station (service from 
London. Paddngton) ar^otas course. ADMISSION: Members E14; 
Tatter-sals Eft Slver Rtag 01 (QAPs heH price). Accompanied 17- 
ysapokfe or under free al endosuet CAR PARK: Southmead 
S3; PScrtc area E4; remainder frea 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRADBtS: D Nichotaon 22-106 (2Q6K4. M Pips tt-85 
( 212 %) O Sherwood (201%) N Handaraon IB-103 (&5%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Oobomt 3B-TI1 (324%) M A RfagsreU 
T8-VJ5 (C^%) R Dunwoody 16-m (VU%) C LtoweByn '6-TI4 (132%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 148-389 (401%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Baffin ctay King (4£0) ras 
been sent 2*5 irfies. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona. 


ROBERT IRONS 30TH BIRTHDAY W 
NOVICE HURDLE (D) £4,000 2m 5f 

02221 RASH REMARK (7) MPipe 811 to APMcCoy 

120-41 CONCHOBOR (17) KBafay7n7 NWMrem 

G68C YEOMAN SAftjOR (83) Ms jnmanS 117 RDnmnody 

41- ASKTHE DOCTOR (314 Mn A U NGTOh B n 2 JA MEQi«y 
1/C BOROSOYERBGNpi)PF)NHendBraonefl2NAFfageraid 

20804 LUGGSY (2tQ N TMskm-Owles 7 11 2 CLJtowaAyn 

440-4P QtHCKSWDOO (78) CBarwl 6 Tl 2 R Guest 


3.15 


30005/ SMART REMARK (705) R Simpson 7 Tl 2 _ 

5 SUNLIT BOY (ffi) I Baking 711 2 

34 WBJJNCTONfHZ) pO)NGa3eV»5hZ_ 

24 WNDSONG (*7) ATirral 5 11 2 

-111 


B Dow (7) 

_GBrsdtay 

DLrehy 

PNkfe 


ELEANOR HARRIS HEN PARTY WCAP 
HURDLE (C) £6,500 added 2m 110yds 

1 2030M K1NNESGASH (70) (p) PBownCil to NWntamson 

2 32IQ PBVarVBfUE(Z1)(D)NHandeoonei16JIAF«eBandd 

3 FROGMARCH (US^ (22) (CD) R Pltops 910 0 J Leech 

4 1P2222 FORBfER NOBLE f14)(D)0 Starwood 6 D it _J A McCarthy 

5 P-tol RtCAHDO (29) (D) Ms J PSman 5 to O RDuwoody 

-Sdsctarsd- 

BETTWG:7-4Rbtertto,3‘l Perfect Venue, KtanBtcBab,7-Z Forever Nobfe, 
20-1 Firoginarcti 

FORM VERDICT 

A tricky Ittfe race. Frogmarch dto not shew much on Ns raap- 
pearanca. but has everything In hte favrarr If he does retaci 
Ns abity He ray repay a soviet, but FOREVER NOBLE, whose 
latest Wtewfck nm looks soBd form, is preferred. 


FORM VERDICT 

PIETRO BEMBO saw off two Imprawig types taKrabtoanta 
and Lizzy* Firein impressive style on Boxing Day and a s*n- 
Bsr dtapiay wfl give twn a first-rate chance of defying a sig- 
nificant rise in the weights. 


4.50 


BETTWQ: 7-4 Hash RfaMrit, 7-aYbomi fl Sailor, W Bore Sovereign. 5-1 
G o ochobocB-l Wfodfong, 12-1 LujSSy, 20-1 AM The Doctor, SunM Boy, 
33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Raafi Remark galloped an ordnary field Into submission to 
Haydock. Ha has a tot more on hta plate now. howeret and 
could meet his match ta tha improving YEOMAN SAILOR, 
whose course form stands up weft 


3.50 


1.45 


JACK O'NEWBURY NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6,000 added 2m 4f 

-3MP3 SONOFANSHAN(15) MsMJonasSTI tt NIMteWOn 

DBF RJSIMG MANDATE (12) JSMoore7H4 JNtagM 

IPSPS SNOWSHfli. HARVKT (SB) AUmel B11 4 CUMaOyn 

4S-U3B TREE Cl^S'Bfl (B6) (BF) A ‘Ami 7 11 4 L 


2.45 


1 

2 
3 

5 ZAMBRANO ^tSATfBa^ ^ DVWtaiTS 7 IT 4_jXlto^rthy 

6 1-ntt GRBITBTHUVALMmPFJM POST’S — A P McCoy 

-Sdsdbred- 

BETnNfc 4ft Orta D-Btonrel, 4-1 See Of Arabse, 5-1 TVse Creeps ^ 
tentnne, 50-1 cttnoi 

FORM VERDICT 

Its f»rd to oppose GRIS DESTRUVAL who is NgNy regarded 
by MarttaF’ipe and coJdvrel be hearing tor the Aride at Chel- 
tenham. Ha is the form choice on his Ascot second last time 
but he wH be much better suted by going toft handed fins 
time and a big improwmant can ba expected today 


BERKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 3m 

iflP- CHEVAL D£ GUEFffiE (337) (D) KBateyflil toJi Ymsmton 
FH-4P PAHAHANDY (14) (D) J M*» 9 11 5 RGueM 


NORTH SYDMONTON HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS o £10,000 added 2m 4f 

1 6W0M SWTHY HOME (B2)(D)P Brawn an t) NWHwaon 

2 1-1423 ASHWSXBOY(7^ (D) PFfctOsB Tl 9 R Dunwoody 

3 1FW5 HJJUS (FR) (47) M Rpe 7 O 6 APMcCoyB 

4 522P3 TOO PLUSH pi) (CD) ATtirel toto* Lhnvey 

-adedtarad- 

BETT1NG: 1 1-10 Artnrea Boy, 94 Stately Horn*, W too Pkoh, 5-1 Etouta 

FORM VERDICT 

IDs hard to lancy any of these under todays conditions with 
me top weights ASHWELL BOY and Statety Home wanting 
tester grouid and the bottom two having shown nothing te 
al this season Ashwel Boy ta the most taty winner but It wold 
be no surprise if Etouta improved for chasing. 


22P-T2 llAUKXffi CASTLE (37) (DJRAtaar Bill — MAI 
4 F53-B CAREYBVB1E (44) (D) (»=) MtoVYMamsBtoBJIP McCoy 

-Aifectafed- 

BETTIHG: B-4 Caraysvfte, 54 Chawd Ds ttm, 11-4 Mstaraod Catefe. 
11-2 Par a i mn dy 

FORM VERDICT 

A refreshed GAREYSV1LLE ta worth another chance to crav 
firm the good impression ha creeled at FbBcsstons. Ctwval 
De Guerre could be anything and commands plenty of re- 
spacL espedaly H the market speaka ta Ns favour, whle Mel- 
wood Catole should rui hfa race end wl expose any weakness 
in the two less exposed rivals. 


4.20 


LEVY BOARD NOVICE IfCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m 110yds 

1 -7JOO HEART (54)(D) H Knl^l 6 Tl t) M BxtehWor (5) 

2 6 RUSH (FH) (32) Pi UPipo 4 11 B .APMcCoy 

3 04-261 PIETRO BBBO (7Q) (D) JAMusSil 8 RDmoody 

4 -1T0D TRALUDE(FR)(7)(C0)MPIpa4iiB N OTten s oo 

5 031 COPPER COIN (93) (0) N Ffaxleson 5 11 3 — MAFBzBStaU 

6 3/EP2- 1WKWR (304) D Gandcfto 6 10 12 BaphtaMHcbeB 

7 02F64} KYLAM (N2) (21) J QMord 7 tt 0 .0 Burrows p) 

-7dadaed- 

KTTMB: 1M PWro Bambo, 3-1 Ttatakta, 7-2 Copper Coin^B-1 Heart, 
Ffash, TlaAtei 33-1 Kytavnl 


THATCHAM STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (H) £2,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 1 MATT HOLLAND (BB)(D) Ms LWOdamBU 9JMRForriBaiO 

2 to QUEENS HARBOUR (BB) (D) Ms J Reran 5 n 0R Dunwoody 

3 ARCTIC EARL Ms P OnfeW 5 n 2 N WOmtagton (7) 

4 3- BALLWCLAY KING {S14) F Miphy S 11 2. — APHcQoy 

5 044 ROLDfO (FR) (26) J Dirfop 6 h 2 JUr H Durtop (7) 

6 GUWffiRBE POSH N Chance 5 Ji Muboftand (7) 

7 KHBB GROVE N Hcndanon 6 11 2 MAFiagcald 

B 2 UGHTNBtG STRIKES (3(9 0 Sherwood 5 11 2.. J A McCarthy 

9 4 MASTER RUSSELL (79) C Barael 5 11 2 Rffida 

to ROSS M1NSTERP HoObs 5 n! NVfQBamon 

XI SHOTGUN WHLY □ ffchdaan S H 2 . 0McPhM(5J 

12 45 S«U^MA1N(21) NTwsOT^bv»65n2 _-.CU0«Byn 

tt AUBURN SPHTKUshar4to6 RFvrad 

W 0 LMWY{aS)RVtak4 0B ItPforii 

tt 0H0S0H01YJS Moored B3._ J Magee 

-I5dadered- 

BETT1NC: B-4 Lightning Strikes, 11-4 Oueana Kartnoc 9-2 Matt Hoflaitd. 
11-2 Kings Gmva, B-1 BaOnday King, 10-1 Shotgun Willy: 14-1 Ftoflno. 
IB-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Two premising types here in LIGHTNING STRIKES aid 
Queens Harbour mean that the newcomers wfl need to be 
abore average to figure. Though Quests Harbour has the best 
form Diver Sherwood was most compkmenary about Light- 
ning Strikes recently: hntng that he had vnprovemenl m hm 
As such. Lightning Strlces may be abte to come an enough 
from hta good fins run to win ths 


HUNTINGDON 

HYPERION 

1.50 Ttte My Side 225 Stamford Wfl 255 Saras 
Delight 3.25 North Tyne 4.00 Oscafl An Doras 
4.30 Heavens Above 5.00 Double Strike 


2.25 


GOiN&SofL 

■ Right- hand, level couse. Run-In 200yds. 

■ Couree is at JuvSIcn of Al and A604v Kntingdon sfcsJion (ser- 
vice from London, Kingi Cross) Yn. ADMISSION: Membars CO; 
PteldooL £to (QAP monbere of Diamond CU* end Students, half- 
pries): Courae ES. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: K BoDey 1849 (202%), G Hubbard 
17-82 po.7%) Mrs M Ravnioy B-«1 f«8%) J GWord 14-79 (177^. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody 21 -81 P59fe)MARtzgra- 

ald 17-B3 (183%1 P HUe to-68 (233%) N WStamaon 14-77 RB2%). 

■ FAVOURITE: 242-543 (448%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Sfirer Sea (225) Botefve Baron (25S), 
S*ar4nook Loss (325) 


COLESDEN SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 
G) £2,000 added 2 m 110 yds 
432206 AMSISOn’ft.(FiI)(1B)(p)GMcCoutB1lB — EHuafateidB 

3(022 BE BRAVE (5) (D) T Btwfaigkxi 9 11 2. — GlbrnuyB 

M6D0 CAPTAM B1GGLES (138) MnAStcMTTI 2 Ana8toM 

P- CHEERFUL C3tf)OM (Flfl) D Show a Tl Z Gray Lyon 

6-5006 HCHYDONEY BOY (10) Ite Z Daricon to it 2 Jlr A Irvtne (7) 

D- RISCATTO (USA) (F18) WMjTS TJ 2 ABM (3) 

GOTO SUN MARK (21} Mac J Cmza S 11 2 JSifapto 

0 FFHAICASM.(14fl N’Sreton-DwlBsSttll-JGolifetefaffl 
0 STAMFORD HILL [«2) M Ffoe 4 10 8 JIT 


3.25 


PF TRUSTGB)RGE(10)CiMett4ffla. 


JfrRArneon 


P SttifBI SEA (USA) (10) Ms D Hat* 4 1) 3 M Cotton (7) B 

-11 dactarad- 

BElTINa M Be Brav* 74 Standard m. Atari Soil 1 7-1 Ctfottifl Big- 
gtas, 12-1 faotqnfcney Boy, San Mark. 20-1 Cheerful Groom, Rtacatto. 
RtancaeM, 33-1 otbwt 

FORM VERDICT 

K BRAVE b the pick on nKont form and tarts the ffiiswar 
to this. He has boon nsrtig conaistenfly wtd and is proven 
at if* trip and on soft (jnini 


JOE BRANDLER MEMORIAL ‘NATION- 
AL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 3m 2f 

1 0tt3a YOUNG THRUSTS (40) (CO) N TDaras 6 tt 2 J Ci*1ten 

2 061 ARDOfT OUVB) (38) D Mchcfcoi 6 Tl W... Jdr H Honkiy (7) 

3 tt-201 NORTH TYfffi (3Z) R Ahra 5 H tl Altomten 

4 OP- B0BBYVKX£T(371) AJicfaK7114 Gaiyl^OM 

5 M HOBNOB £*) II PpeB 114 RGreana 

6 lflJ0SnSAMUa.MKB*yfilf4 „_flWMitiy 

7 (W44P QUSKSRirepgjHMyBtoO UrNF«fcSy(7) 

6 00 STAN9R00K LASS (T?) MraAEJrtnsmfilQ tt — VSmUi B 

-Stfedarad- 

BETTMG: 94 North lyne, 3-1 YomgThnnte; 7-2 AnfeftOAm 5-1 &jboi^ 
RUa, B-1 Hotnob, 10-1 arSemel,2D-1 Bobby Vtotal, Staobreok Last 

FORM VERDICT 

A handful Oi pbS8tatae hew, end the winner wfl probably hare 
to show Improved farm. NORTH TYNE ta perhaps best 
equipped to de w having Bhovwi smart bianpra farm last year. 
Ybung Thruster is more exposed so Ardent OSvor cotdd be 
the main threat 


4.30 


WYBQSTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 -3066 OPRIAM QUEN (12) J Qfford 9 n 3 AAapdl 

2 2AJ330 BTHE0NE(1D) JJQrtnBn2_ . .Gltnney 

3 aa-8 HEAVENS «OVEp)(D)FMufpny 7)12 R Thornton 

4 ~E52fl SUR5UU CORDA (37) (C) (BF) H Daly B 11 2. . Thornton 

5 PFtfP TUDOR FALCON 07) PBradeyE 11 2- -Gtey Lyons 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTING: 11-10 Stn*um Cordo, 7-2 Heavens Mum. M Cipriml Queen, 
M B The One, B-1 Itafer Falcon 

FORM VERDICT 

Sureum Cerda ties lots of abity but seems one to hare reser- 
vations about these days and B THE ONE ta preferred The 
aetecUon has mnwol on aUtas chase starts and was far fron 
tegneed in a craipeaw iantfeap under top weight Last trra 


5.00 


1.50 


BLACKMORE AMATEUR RIDERS 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 
added 3m 

1 e20S HAG'S WAY (3^(1? JH^treoi 911 tt„ — MJCrortnyB 

2 31035 aBMNTDESCOS5S(iqPhb66671l4JlfDCfMaaBip)8 

3 33-535 TAKE MY SIDG (17) (DJ M J ftjbartB 7 11 4 MrRFanfefal 

4 2B345 HBHLE(WE(m(CD)AHHray9HA-MrPHrflNitarO)B 

5 F4/5P0 7HRS SABfTS (K) H Daly to to & MrN Fahfly (5) B 

6 2FF4P HQHAfOnAMEnQABbdonatotoO— IftCRVftMrfT) 

-fidaotesd- 

MMnurn MVgriC JOB. Due ftantftfapiiwijfcHfpnfarxfRBiie araft. 
BEmMtt M Hagfa Wayi 3-1 Sagan tea Ceeaea, 7-2 feta My Orta, s-2 
ffigfa Laerie, B-1 Three Setate, 33-1 HBgMand Rama 

FORM VERDICT 

An unattratahrereca for betting, gh r en tha t el the nranerahava 
a fagnifieoffi nature against them. Elagant daa Coosn dkf 
beet otlha six laa ti me and ia much feared but rantanvepref- 
erenea ta far THREE SAWre, who h«i the «ftty to win this 

off thta mark if he is on a going <fey, 


2.55 


CHASE 


CHAWSTON HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3m 

1 W6T2 SARAS CBJGHT (51) (Bf) D Mdiofeon 7 Tl 10 — RThomton 

2 0lP2fi ZAlffiEZI SPtRIT (11^ (D) Ms M Jcnas 1) n 7 DByroa 

3 4^PFU NOHTIHW VILLAGE (5) L A Dace C Tl 6 lAspdfl 

4 -fiPOOfl BfliLME STARW IteS Baxters HO Gaty Lywa 

5 -P1223 RAGAMi^F (32) P Hobba 6 to n A Thornton 

B FMW> FOREVER DREAMNG (39) (DJSMfllcrBlO 7 CWebb 

7 6MDP MOOMJGHTBi (11) C J**scn 9 60 RBsteny 

B 22JP0P BOLSHE BARON (39) (D) MWtaQfi BtlO — MShteTfalB 

-Sdadared- 

UHnum uragfc jobl True nantop waigtas: Mxnfoftasr sg jzft, flobfife 
Baron Star 713. 

BETTHQ: 7-4 Sana DaOgH, 3-1 Ragrawto, 4-1 Ttesterai SpW.7-1 North- 
em Waga, Bayfine Stte) 10-1 Fwavar Draamtag, 20-1 HoaiWIgMat; 33-1 
BeWttaBaraa 

FORM VERDICT 

A week handcap ninth serious doubts abotft ol except Same 
Delig h t end RAGAMUFF. The tatter te preferred because his 
Uunon itiW fag ttaw reeds wel. with a large flak! w«B beat- 
en off behtad 


4.00 


SAWTRY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,500 added 2m 110yds 


1 -F545P MJUCEV PRINCE (32) (D) J H JdYSOn SttOJftJ Cnmteyp) 

2 -36» COOUtat HHRO(7tl)(D) RAJner9T1 7 — A Thornton 

3 306111 06CAH AN DORAS (9) (CO) F Maphy tt Tl 6. — RThomasn 

4 4U2326 HAWAIIAN YOUTH flflm QMcCoTH fl 10-R Hobwi (0 

5 -S343P BCT»D DOT BEACH P)(D)RHotJgB 11 to5 PHeOBf 

8 4-3Q2P SPECIALIZE (47) (D) K9urie7l03 JGokbttnfflB 

v ^ diclvMI ■ 

BETTING: S4 Oacafl An Doras. B-1 Hate* Prince, Kasdan 'tooth. M 
CeoBaan Ham, Beywid Onr Reach, io-1 Spedaftza 
FORM VERDICT 

OacaB An Donaa ta ihe ta-form horse ta a race ta which al 
file Where hare a quegfon mark agatag them. However ns 
fecss his stiHeg task of the nneon and it could be worth tak- 
jr^ a chance on SPECtAUZE who ran wtfi under smaar con- 
dfions here in December and can be forgiven ha poor ctiort 
under a big wtegft tag ttaw. 


WILDEN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 3m 2f 

1 6«J1 8HZE TT€ BAY (37) (Q M CocntM H H 10-lftal tf Cocmt* 

2 1MP4 ML0SANT0(12)UFpeB1lS R Greene V 

3 FD4-25 FORTUNES COURSE [103] (D)J King tori .R Thornton 

4 -22640 MOLSUM (29) Ms P 3y 6 n 3 .GTbrmey 

5 FftS- NOW YfE KNOW (295) (D) MEheppafoT1 1)3 ATiWMOfi 

B 4-nP4 DOUBLE 5TRKE (40) Ms P Sly 8 11 2 WMaraon 

7 460032 HOttLARCTlC(B)SMdbr9 «9 CWebb 

8 20805 BSJJIOi (21) M; M Jones S to 5 - DByme 

9 6206/P CARMEL'S JOY (44) T Georgs t) to 5 RWMday 

10 J5WS AlfltlKMWEll(ffilE8f1toMreBVtoiig9f}4 .EByma 

11 -tt«F WHITS0NNET(11)CJadsxigto3 Miss S Jackson B 

-HtfeCfaRd- 

BETTB4G: 52 Seize The Day; 6-1 Now We Knw 7-1 raeeanu, Fortins 
Cotaaa, Uofaum. Dottfie StrBa. B-1 Royal Arctic, WNtebonw. 12-1 other* 
FORM VERDICT 

TNb tig w| take soma geatag today and there are dodbts about 
several under the c ondtkms. NOW WE KNOW gate (he trip 
wel and esuid tre worth chanctng despite he absence. Safae 
The Day end Royal Arctic are weB worth consxfersUon. 
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The Sweeper 


by Clive white and nick Harris 


Welsh becomes 
football tongue 


ENGLISH FOOTBALL 
fans may soon be 
\ ^ . . adding Welsh language 
dictionaries to their 
bookshelves. S4C, the 
Welsh television channel, broad- 
casts more Spanish and German 
league coverage than any other TV 
station m Britain and from this week 
their new digital programmes are 
available for the first time to the 
whole of the rest of the UK 
Cockneys and Mancunians 
should not be too daunted by the lan- 
guage barrier; however. For exam- 
ple. goal in Welsh is “gdl” Even 
S4Cs Monday night highlights pro- 
gramme is called Sgorio. Other ex- 
amples of common usage are 
admittedly more difficult “At the end 
of the day” is “Ar ddiwedd y dydd”. 
“Over the moon” is “Dros y lleuad”. 
“Eat my goal" is “Bwyta fy ngol". 
(Watch out of that mutation!). 

Sgorio starts at 9.30pm each 
Monday and shows comprehensive 
highlights, not just the goals. The 
Spanish league provides the main 
action and S4C hopes that their reg- 
ular interviewee, John To shack, 
will continue his dose relationship 
with the programme now that he 
has returned to Real Madrid. 
Cardiff-born Toshack is nota Welsh 
speaker; however; and his views are 
broadcast in English, Not so bilin- 
guist John Hartson. 

Merseyside viewers discovered 
an S4C transmission overlap a long 
time ago and Liverpool fans have 
used Sgorio to bone up on potential 
opponents in Europe. Digital box 
owwners can gain a free link-up with 
S4C, by phoning 0800-389-3396. 

THE SWEEPER'S con- 
A gratulations go to 
" ™ David Beckham, ff- 
ancde Victoria and their 
new son Brooklyn, named 
after the place that Posh Spice 
found herself when she realised she 
was pregnant For the next time, 
may we suggest 10 names derived 
from places Posh might like to visit 
before doing a pregnancy test 

1 Pp pkham B eckham 

2 Brecon Beckham 

3. JBeckenham Beckham 

4 „ Nancy Beckham 

5 .Six Mile Bottom Beckham 

6 Basingstoke Beckham 

7 Bognor Beckham 

8„ Pratts Bottom Beckham 

9 St Etienne Beckham 

10 .Tooting Bec’am 


FACT OR fiction? Not so 
i_l '\ long ago Neil Ruddock 
r~W J was reported to be test 
ing a headband which 
helped him to propel the 
ball 50 yards, or so it was claimed 
in a story that was run in a popu- 
lar newspaper on April Pools’ Day. 
Now, comfortably in advance of the 
spoofs' day, just such a product or 
something very s imilar, has been 
unvriledby a marketing agenpy call- 
ing itself Ioventorlink. It claims 
that the band, which is made of tex- 
tured rabbet silicon and elastic, can 
“improve friction and thus achieve 
greater accuracy”. It is also said to 


Liverpool stomp 
for Norway's S tig 


Bforaebye In ray sang, 
my gang, my gang? 
BloraebyfijWiTgi'iijfl 


S's Norwegian. 

It's Norwegian, 
fcfastho loader bribe Kop. 


run^^^g ^jSno be In my gang? 

minimise injuries which may be 
caused by heading the ball. Coven- 
try City were reported to be testing 
the band, though when The Sweep- 
er spoke yesterday to one of their 
coaches, Trevor Peake, he said it 
was news to him. If they do exist we 
doubt, after Wednesday night at Old 
TVaffbrd, whether Dwight Yorke 
will see the need to order one. 

® WHILE THE country at 
large was temporarily 
warming to Manches- 
ter United on Wednes- 
day night, Black Country 
folk were braving the freezing 
weather to celebrate the return of 
a local hero - Steve BuH After five 
months out with a knee injury which 
seriously threatened his career; the 
Tipton Terrier made his return for 
Wolves Reserves in a game against 
Bolton and 8^66 turned out at Mo- 
lineux to witness it The previous 
home reserve match had drawn a 
crowd of 759. They even had to open 


DON HOWE, the forms 
£ 1 A England coach, ttoes not 
f • 1 share the view of his old 
friend Bobby Robson 
that it is impossible for 

Kwirt Kpggan tn rio tiro Rn gtand joh 
partrtime. If anyone can do it Kee- 
gan ran, said Howe recently in his 
column in Birmingham’s Sports 
Argus. “I have known Kevin for a 
long time. My first real contact was 
back in 1982, towards the aid of his 
international careen under Ron 
Greenwood’s reign. He is a totally 
hyperactive character, not capable 
of sitting still fix* one minute i re- 
member Bobby saying to me when 
Keegan arrived on the scene: Daft 

hy and piw wit him frnm Hringary . 

thing he wants.’ White the other Eng- 
lish players might want to go up to 
their beds and rest before interna- 
tional games, Kevin would be look- 
ing around to see what else he 
could get up to. He would look at the 
swimming pool, the tennis court, the 
table tennis table and even the 
nearest golf course to keep himself 
going. That was the Keegan Iknew. 
I doubt if he has (hanged.” 

. THE no 9 or rather 99 
i ' j. \ could prove unlucky for 
f V J Newcastle in tomor- 
row’s FA Cup quarter- 
final against Everton. The 
Merseysidere won the Cup inland 
’66 and so, soothsayers, it is in- 

evitable that they must win it also 
in *99. Another omen, say the clair- 
voyant, is that when Everton last 
won the Cup in ’95, against Man- 
chester United, they survived a 
hamm ering en route from Bristol 
City at Ashton Gate, just as they did 
this season, finally. -when they won 
the trophy in 1984 it was the Chinese 
Year of the Rat, when Kevin “Rats” 
Ratcfiffe was their captain. Tins is 
the Chinese Year of the Rabbit 
when their captain is Don “Hutch” 
Hutchison, which, of course, could 
just mean that they w31 freeze in tiie 
sights of Alan Shearer at St James’ 
Park. 



Mascot on the mat 


Name: Terrie the Terrier. 

Club: Huddersfield. 

Appearance: A big, round ter- 
rier, proud of the fact that he 
wears proper football boots. 

Crime sheet: Mischievous 
mutt Terrie has been known 
to drop his shorts on the pitch, 
a sight that must have thrilled 
his female fans. With no con- 
trol over his bladder, he has 
also been known to cock his leg at the goalposts. 
The hedonistic bound missed a game against Crewe 
after a heavy night of partying, has dyed his hair 
and then cut it off, and frequently annoys photog- 
raphers at matches by tampering with their equip- 
ment after they've set up their cameras and gone 
in search of tea. 

In mitigation. Your Honour The man inside the 
mutt is actually a 1 6-year-old called Daniel Beau- 
mont who. according to a Huddersfield spokesman, 
“is experiencing the rush of hormones you’d ex- 
pect in a teenager” The missed game against Crewe 
was. said the spokesman, more a case of “girlfriend 
duty" than excess boozing, and Terrie’s other ca- 
pers are simply good-natured high jinks. 

Other information: *lferrie loves to paws tor the cam- 
eras. if not for thought He sweats and scratches a 
lot but his girlfriend (name unknown) loves him. 


My team 



Craig Charles 


Liverpool 

Comedian, on tour with “StiD live on air”. 

T used togotothe Melwood training ground and get 
autographs. I had Kevin Keegan's 15 times. Fd love 
to have him at Anfield. My first game was Liverpool 
vMkidtesbrtugh. We won 2-0 and Soilness had a big 
fight with Jimmy Case. The first time I went to the 
Kop I hit my head on a barrier and got knocked out 
Thecrowd carried me to thefrcntwbere the Red Cross 
were. I got a brilliant view. The current side is terri- 
ble. x» ccmsi5tenc& ix> spirit I'm gfad McManamarfs 
going if he doesn’t want to be at the dub. Fowler’s my 
favourite. I think Matteo and Carragher could come 
@x)d. but Bahb’s got togo. The 1960s kit with the hooped 
collar and the big prtrad Liverbird, was the best” 
Interview: Daniel Booth. 



AS YOU WERE 


np tiie Stan Cullis stand to accom- 
modate them aU. Wolves’ 3-1 defeat 
was secondary in importance to the 
fact that BuH came through un- 
scathed axxi is in line for a first-team 
return in a fortnight. With their 
leading striker Robbie Keane off to 
Nigeria to pfay in the WbrldYbuth 
Championship, Bull’s comeback 
could not have been better timed. 


H * ? 





BACK IN the halcyon days of Eng- 
lish football when Steve Bould 
(fourth from left, irunn picture) 
had hah; the Arsenal boys all sang 
from the same hymn sheet Tbny 
Adams -no stranger to a sing-song 
round the “old Joanna” in the pubs 
of north London in those (fays - 
leads tiie way in a recording stodw 
in 1989. He has now swapped booze 
and birds for a quiet night in, read- 
ing Keats with Caprice, but herebe 
Is “giving it large”. His backing vo- 
cals are provided by (back row; left 
to right) Martin Hayes. Gus Caesai; 
Alan Smith, Lee Dixon, Bould, 
Nigel Winterburn, Gary Lewin 


(physio), (front row} Paul Davis, 
Brian Marwood and David Rocas- 
tle. Today’s Arsenal squad (right), 
pictured celebrating their cham- 
pionship last summei; while beau- 
tifully in tune on the field of play, 
must have suffered in the studio 
since the influx of foreign talent into 
the Premiership. Eurovision song 
contests indicate our fellow Euro- 
peans are still refusing to ascend 
that one-in-three gradient that is 
their learning curve in tiie con- 
temporary music department, and 
the end product of a Gooners 1 Con- 
tinental blend might be a case for 
the noise abatement society. 


-rr Carling^ %■ 


CHAMPION 



CARLING CHAMPIONS 


The price is right 


® YET ANOTHER treble 
(paying £3521 for £2) 
up last weekend, and 
it would have been 
£17429 for £8 staked on 
four trebles if Leicester had scored 
a thoroughly undeserved equalis- 
er against Leeds at Filbert Street. 
And Fiorentina nicked another 
poorly cephalopod (six quid) with 
thefrfranktyuqj u st riposte at Saler- 
nitana. Uefa Cup tips Marseilles 


and Parma are in with a shout after 
a 2-1 win and defeat respectively 
while Manchester United and Dy- 
namo Kiev look bound for the 
s emi-finals after beating Inter- 
nazwoate 2-0 and drawing 1-1 with 

Real Madrid Cup-Winner's Cup se- 
lection Lazfo also look nailed on for 
the last four after hammering hap- 
less hosts FSanianos 4-0. Wfe’re up 
for the Cup again this weekend and 
going for a Dixie (three doubles 


and a treble). Arsenal should out- 
class Derby in 90 minutes at High- 
bury. while First Division Barnsley 
can bold Premiership Tottenham 
to a draw at Oakwell, while Man- 
chester United and Chelsea, jaded 
from Europe, mqy draw at OldTtaf- 
ford Fiorentina, boring without 
Batistuta, may be held to a draw 
at borne by Parma, who anty field- 
ed half their first team in defeat at 
Bordeaux. 


■ UBERO WAGERS 

(Three £2 doubles and a £2 treble with 
Stanley): Arsenal to bear Derby (8-1 5): 
Barnsley to draw with Tottenham (9-4); 
Man Utd to draw with Chelsea (2-1). 

■ SUNDAY CM ITALIAN JOB 
Horendna v Parma 

Draw (£2.2-1. Coral). 

ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

TODAYS* BETS:* £10*90 ‘(toe* ’tax)*.’* 


IN T’NET 


Brand on the Web: Italian football 
IF CALCIO is your cup of cappuccino, then the links 
page below will send you in the direction of the of- 
ficial team pagas of internazionale, Milyn, Lazio, 
Juventus and Parma, amongst many others. There 
are also links to numerous fans’ sites, which vary 
in quality Of the official sites, Inter’s is not only stick 
but bilingual, and has up to date news and reports 
from the other side of the European fence. The Inter 
site also h flK the curious but interesting “agenda” 
page which details the team's planned movements 
in the near future, including training sessions 
rest days, fhr those non-Italian speakers who want 
to read tiie features and profiles, copy the text and 
feed in to the babelfish translator for some curious, 
but generally comprehensible results. 
ht^://!oroto.helsinki/V~7nonaco/teaT7ihp2itmI 
http:llwwrD.irtber.itl 
And translations can be provided at 
ht^://babeI^slLaZtoiristacom/(^i4rin/translate? 

SEEN BUT NOT 
BOUGHT 


SHAME ON Manchester United. They sell no baby 
clothes whatsoever Rxh* little Brooklyn, no daddy’s 
colours for you. TfouTl have to wait 18 months to grow 
into the MUFC infants’ ML And it'll cost him £25. 


They’re not 
all Dennis 
Bergkamp 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 29 
VILMOS SEBOKiThe 
25-year-old Budapest-born 
defender helped guided his first 
dub, Ujpest Dozsa, to the 
Hungarian ehampfonghi p scoring 
15 times along the way. Capped 20 
times for his country and netting 
twice, Sebok achieved a lifelong 
ambition with a dream move to 
Bristol City in January. Leading by 
example from the bade, be plays his 
way effortlessly out of defence and 
occasionally scores vital goals from 
set-pieces. After captaining Hungary in a 
recent game against Switzerland, life at 
Ashton Gate couldnt be sweeter. A tall and 
majestic player; Sebok occasionally lights up 
the City attack with spectacular long-range 
shots. Along standing George Michael fan, 
according to a Bristol City spokesman, 
Sebok has brought a touch of East 
European sophistication to the Wfest 
■Country. 



Of hustlers, heroes, hubris and the hard of hearing 


THE MARCH of tiie docusoaps 
means that behind-the-scenes 
documentaries like Driving 
Ambition: A Season with Eddie 
Jordan flTV Tuesday) have a lot to 
live up to. 

It’s difficult to imagine as canny 
an operator as Jordan granting 
unlimited access, for example - 
and if he did. it did not show. “Some 
people say I am a bit of a hustler,” 
he said at the beginning. “I do 
things differently., the fact that I 
have no idea what I am going to do 
tomorrow creates a buzz." As 
example or two of how this alleged 
crazy guy works would have been 
nice. 

Instead, he comes across as a 
quiet sort of bloke just about stay- 
ing afloat in perilous waters. Still, 
the film did provide a glimpse into 
the pressure of Fbrmula One. After 
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five races, the Japanese sponsors 
aren't too happy with the absence 
of points, Damon Hill hates plod- 
ding along in the wake of drivers he 
was trouncing a few years ago, 
while his colleague Half Schu- 
macher is having one or two 
problems in the roadholding de- 
partment 

Journalist Maurice Hamilton 
wonders whether Jordan is hard 
enough for this racket “He's a flib- 
bertigibbet- He’s got a 30-second 


concentration span.” It’s left to 
Jordan's mum, though, to highlight 
the real problem - his ridiculous and 
unnecessary facial haic 'What is it 
that possesses an otherwise sane 
man to tease out his whiskers so 
they stretch out across his cheeks 
into attenuated dribbles towards his 
nose? “If you let them grow any 
more they’ll form a moustache 
round tiie front,” she told him as 
they sit in her back garden. Even at 
the golf course they shout “Tell 
Eddie to get rid of those things on 
his face!” 

He looks on indulgently, “You’re 
afflicted. God love you”. 

Mum’s over for the Monaco 
Grand Prix, where it’s the same sad 
story - Schumacher retires. Hill 
comes fourth from the bade. A 
phrase echoes through the film - 
“qualifying is going badly” - and at 


SOverstone, Schumacher stalls and 
is banished to the back of the grid 
Which is inconvenient, as his agent 
has turned up to talk about next 
year. As Jordan poses with glamour 
models in the pre-race festivities, 
one of his tec hn i c ia n s mutters 
ruefully to camera, “The lads are 
enjoying the tits, but they’re not 
doing their job" 

Come showtime. Hill spins off in 
the rain, but Schumacher clings on 
for the team’s first point “Every 
time you are supposed to do it you 
fuck it up, and when you're not sup- 
posed to do it you do OK," Jordan 
tells him by way of congratula- 
tions. 

For someone who has so far 
failed to set the world alight in his 
chosen field, Jordan seems to be 
doing very nicety thank you, as he 
relaxes in his Spanish villa. He 


throws & party at which Hill dances 
like a schoolteacher while Schu- 
macher fans to show. He's been 
tapped up by W illiams and is 
investigating ways of breaking his 
contract 

By the Belgium Grand Prix, 
things are tense, though ffiH mates 
third on the grid. "Tbo many people 
telling me what to do,” a techie 
grumbles bitterly. There’s a huge 
crash at the start, and on the radio 
we hear Schumacher: “My God. I 
was really hietyf says the spooked 
voice of a man who has just stared 
death in the face. 

H01 leads the re-start, Ralph's fag 
brother overtakes but crashes into 
David Coulthard, and suddenly it’s 
a Jordan 1-2. HH1 is (pack to sort exit 
one or two things. “Now Esten to me, 
this Is very important” he tells 
ground control. “Wre in a position 


to wm this, but not if we race each 

other It's up to you.” 

There’s only one decision, but 
communicating it to Ralph is an- 
other matter Jordan tells him not 
to overtake, only to be met by 
silence. “Can you hear me Ralph? 
Did you get that? Can you hear 
me?”. There was a mental picture 
ofRalphie .smiling that Schumach- 
er smile: “Ob, Gott im Hhnmrf I’ve 
accidentally put my elbow through 
the radio-. 77 

The message does finally get 
through, Hffl holding on for the 
team’s first win of the season. He 
does his trademark podium leap 
while Schumacher attempts to grin 
rather than grimace. Never mind - 
he’s off to Williams, while for Jor- 
dan, “It never stops. Never Stops. 
Never Stops.” 

Jordan could have been talkin g 


about Murray Walkej; who con- 
tributes Murray Whiter*® Tbp Ten 
(Wednesday) to ITVs somewhat 
low key Fi preview package. Ita 
fairfy uncontroversial selection -in 
ascending order; Mansell, Ascari, 
Lauda, Stewart Sch uma cher; 
Clark, Moss, Senna, Prost, fbngta 
Prost squeezes ahead of Senna 
because of the latter’s “ruthless- 
ness which could prejudice the 
safety of others”; Schumacher 
(that’s Michael, by the way) only 
makes number sk because he’s not 
finished yet As Whlker says, u h£ 
could be the greatest driver of aH 
time". 

Perhaps Schumacher needs to 
look ahead of him in Walker's list and 
learn a few things “i have a good 

feeling for the Bmit” he says when 


number three and number five. 
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Chelsea’s charisma adds some shine 


AS CHELSEA casually sliced 
Valerenga apart at Stamford 
Bridge on Thursday night 
Lazio were doing likewise to 
Panionios in Athens. Earlier in 
the day Lokomotiv Moscow 

had cruised to a 34 win against 

Maccabi Haifa, of IsraeL There 

could be no better argument for 

Uefa’s decision to bring an end 
to tpEuropean Cup-Winners’ 
Cup this May after 39 seasons 
of sporadic quality and occa- 
sional drama. 

With Real Mallorca, who 


By glenn Moore 

drew at Varteks in Croatia, 
l«ely to complete the final 
quartet the semi-finals should 

□radlira snraa rLuwu.*. 


uuvibu cui uwiuuy iare stage tor 
a European competition to ac- 
tually become competitive. 

Though Barcelona, Milan, 
Manchester United, Bayern 
Munich, Ajax and Juventus are 
among the past winners, the 
Cup-Winners’ Cup has never 
been synonymous with quality. 


Finalists have included an un- 
commonly high number of 
dubs from countries such as 
Austria, the former East Ger- 
many and Belgium, none of 
whom have made much impact 
on any of the other European 
competitions. 

The early rounds are even 
weaker: Chelsea have so for 
played Helsingborg, Copen- 
hagen and Valerenga. In win- 
ning the trophy last year they 
faced Slovan Bratislava. 
'Dromso, Real Betis, Vicenza 


andVfB Stuttgart Only one of 
these sides, Bratislava in the 
same competition 30 years ago, 
have ever reached a European 
final and only Betis and 
Stuttgart could be regarded as 
decent opposition, and neither 
are of the first rank. It is no co- 
incidence that this is the only 
trophy won by En glis h clubs 
(three times! since the post- 
■Heysel ban was lifted Howev- 
er; Chelsea can only beat what 
they are faced with and they did 
that with such ease on Thurs- 


day it is inconceivable that they 
win let slip their three-goal ad- 
vantage in Oslo in 12 days' 
time. 

Chelsea's attention now 
turns to Sunday's FA Cup tie 
against Manchester United at 
Old H’aSord. “The European re- 
sults mean both sides will be in 
the right frame of mind,’’ said 
Gianluca Vialli, who is among 
four Chelsea players suspend- 
ed. “United confirmed how 
strong they were against Inter 
Milan. They scored with the 


McManaman 

denies fan rift 


first two chances they had, so 
if we want toget a result we will 
have to be spot on defensively.’* 
Chelsea suffered another 
unnecessary booking on Thurs- 
day when Dan Petrescu was 
cautioned for showing dissent 
to a linesman who had sig- 
nalled a hanrfhfl)] a gain st him. 
Since it was in an innocuous 
area of the field and Chelsea 
were two up his reaction was 
foolish, but Vialli said: “Every 
match we play, we play for 
something. Sometimes we get 


yellow and red cards. It is not 
ideal but we are human beings, 
it happens. So far we have 
been capable of maintaining 
good performances despite los- 
ing players to suspension." 

Chelsea could yet win a 
unique treble, but Vialli re- 
mained cautious. “It is difficult, 
we shall see what happens," he 
said. Celestme Babayaro, who 
scored the first goal and made 
the second against Valerenga, 
was more bullish: “We want all 
three, nothing less” 
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Europe 
via the 
village 
green 

FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 

Caersws 
BV JOHN STAGG 


REAL MADRID-BOUND mid- 
fielder Steve Mc Manaman yes- 
terday played down the 
chjjpsm he has received from 
Liverpool fans and said he was 
looking forward to revivin g His 
career at club and internation- 
al level McManaman was in 
Spain to put the finishing touch- 
es to his five-year contract with 
the Spanish giants, a deal that 
reportedly will net him mm in 
wages and signing-on fees. 

The move from Liverpool has 
triggered criticism from sec- 
tions of the Anfield crowd, but 
McManaman denied being sin- 
gled out for rough treatment 
from the fans. “The Liverpool 
fans and public have been fan- 
tastic towards me," said McMa- 
naman. “Recently, the team 
hasn't had the right results and 
that’s been frustrating. I don't 


By Mark Pierson - 

think 1 have been singled out for 
criticism - it’s all just been 
borne out of not getting results.” 

McManaman, the higfaest- 
profile player to move under the 
Bosnian ruling, was wanted by 
a host of Europe's top chibs and 
he said he decided on a move 
to Madrid because of the club's 
rich history. “They’re the Eu- 
ropean Cup holders and the 
World Chib Cup holders,' 1 he 
said. “As far as I'm concerned, 
they're the best in the world.” 

On his international future, 
McManaman said the chal- 
lenges of moinng to Spain 
would broaden his horizons in 
both playing and personal 
terms. “Pm hopeful this will 
help me get back in the England 
squad as soon as possible. I’ve 


Hush, Dalglish voted 
best British strike duo 


ALAN SHEARER and Michael 
Owen have voted the Ian Rush- 
Kenny Dalglish strike force the 
best Britain has seen. The Eng- 
land forwards made their 
decision for Match Of The Day 
magazine as part of a poll to 
establish the most lethal for- 
ward duo of all time. 

Owen selected two offals An- 
field predecessors as Shearer 
reflected cm the skills of his for- 
mer Newcastle m an ager Rush 
and Dalglish helped win the 
League and FA Cup Double in 
1986, but their most successful 
season was 1982-83 when they 
S' ed 50 goals between them. 

''Rush was a class striker, 
deadly around the box and with 
a scoring instinct,” Owen said. 

Shearer said of Dalglish: 
“He would take the defender 
out of the game with a pass and 
put backspin on the ball so it sat 
up. inviting the shot Class.” 

Peter Beardsley and Gary 
Lineker- who scored 36 goals 


together as an England part- 
nership - were voted as run- 
ners-up, while Kevin Keegan, 
and John Tosfaack were third. 

The Keegan-Tbshacfc com- 
bination was the forerunner to 
Dalglish and Rush and set the 
standard at Anfield. In 1975-76, 
Liverpool won their second 
Uefa Cup and ninth League title 
thanks to the strike force which 
bagged 39 goals between them. 

Malta of thm Day frutest British 
strike panrieraMpK t Ian Rush and Kert- 
ny OateMh (Liverpool): X Peter Beards- 
ley and Gary Lineker (England): 3 Kevin 
Keegan and John Toshack (Liverpool); * 
Alan Shearer and Chris Su non (Blackburn 
best season 1995. 58 goals); 5 Dwight 
IfarLe and Andy Cole (Man Iftd 1 998-9 A3 
this season); G Jimmy Greaves and Bob- 
by Smith (Tottenham 1963-64. rfi); 7 Gary 

Shaw and Peter Wihel Aston villa 1930- 
81. 41): 8 Andy Cole and Peter Beardv 
ley (Newcastle United. 1994-9541 +21): 
9 Frank McAvennle and Tony Cottee 
(West Ham. 1 985-86. 53): 10 Mark Hate- 


tLeeds United 1 969-70. 26 + 26); 12 Ray 
Crawford and led Phimps (Ipswich town 
1960-61. 40 + 30); 13 Ray Kennedy and 
John Radford (Arsenal 1 970-71 . 25 + 22): 
14 Derek Dougan and John Richards 
(Wolves 1972-73. 15 + 33); 15 Ian 
Wright and Mark Bright (Crystal Palace 
1907-88. 23 + 26). 


had to pull out of the last two 
squads but, hopefully I’ll be 
back in as soon as possible. 
Being here will mate me a 
better playen FU have to adapt 
to a different style and tactics." 

McManaman will be arriving 
at Madrid at a time of upheaval 
at the dub which has been hit 
by a series of high-profile dis- 
putes amongst the senior play- 
ers as well as poor form in the 
Spanish League. Internationals 
Clarence Seedorf and Fernan- 
do Hierro had a showdown fol- 
lowing Wednesday's l-i draw 
with Dynamo Kiev in the Eu- 
ropean Cup and their newly in- 
stalled coach, John Toshack, 
has promised to get tough with 
his stars, starting with a heavy 
fine for both players. 

Harry Redknapp is consid- 
ering entering Wbst Ham in the 
InterTtoto Cup this summer in 
a bid to appease his foreign 
signings. The West Ham man- 
ager is still hoping his team will 
qualify automatically for the 
Uefa Cup by finishing high 
enough in the Premiership, 
but if they fail to make it then 
he wifi be happy to put his side 
forward as England’s repre- 
sentatives in the competition. 

“There are a lot of new play- 
ers here, and they all want to 
play in Europe next yean You 
talk to the likes of Paolo Di 
CanioandMarc-VmenFbewho 
have arrived recently, and that 
is their aim - ft is why they 
came here,” said Redknapp. 

Richard Gough has com- 
pleted his move to Nottingham 
Forest and joins the Premier- 
ship’s bottom dub for the re- 
maining ll games of the 
season. Gough, who had been 
playing for San Jose Clash, is 
set to make his debut against 
Newcastle next Wednesday. 

Arsenal’s Nicolas Anelka 

h as been namp^ the Pr emi er- 
ship's player of the month. 

Venables’ secret payments, 
page 1, 
Goldberg crisis, 
page 11 
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Quotes 
Of the 
week 

Beckham’s a good lad. I 
thought the crowd would 
boo me a lot more but there 
' Jtvas little noise for me. 
Simeone, on Wednesday’s 
tussle at Old TYaffbrd 

They won't know what hit 
them - our changing rooms 
are crap and so is the pitch. 
Ronnie Whelan, manager 
of Greek side Panionios, 
looks forward to their 
Cup-Winners’ Cup match 
with Lazio, who won 4-0. 

If he can do a better job 
here, then he should speak 
to Ken Bates and try and 
takeover. 

Egil Olsen, gets under 
the skin of Vialli, before 
their two teams met in 
the Cup-Winners* Cup. 

I would prefer Africa, but I 
b(\1|?ve there's little doubt 
it will be Germany. 

Pole forecasts England’s 
rivals Germany will host 
the 2006 World Cup. 

If they try to make any sort 
of backdoor approach I can 
assure them I will have 
them by the balls. 
Aston Villa chairman 
Doug Ellis on reports 
that Atlctico Madrid are 
interested in Villa’s boss 
John Gregory. 

1 thought he wanted an | 
autograph but then he 
started calling me things 
Js never heard in my life. I j 
demand respect. j 

Brazilian striker Viola | 
after he chased a 
supporter out of the 
training ground and 
scuffled with bim. 


TODAY 

FOOTBALL 
m cup 

(Sponsored by AXA) 

SIXTH ROUND 

- Arsenal v Derby 

- Barnsley v Tbtcenham 

FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

1 Coventry v Chariton 

2 Southampton v West Ham 

3 Wimbledon v Leicester 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

4 Birmingham v Portsmouth 

5 Bury v Crystal Palace 

6 Crewe v Grimsby 

7 Ipswich v Trarmeie - 

8 Port Vale v Bradford City 

9 OPR v Wolves ..... 

10 Sunderland V Norwich 

11 Swindon v Bolton 

12 West Brom v Oxford Ucd 

- Huddersfield u Stockport - 

- Sheffield Urd v Watford 

SECOND DIVISION 

13 Bristol Rovers v York 

14 Fulham v Lincoln City — 

15 Gillingham v Preston 

IS Manchester Oty v Northampton ... 

17 MilhvjB V Notts County 

18 Oldham v Bournemouth 

19 Reading v Macclesfield 

20 Walsall v Luton 

21 Wigan v Burnley 

22 Wrexham v Chesterfield 

23 Wycombe v Colchester 

- Blackpool v Stoke (12.0) 

TtflRP DIVISION 

24 Carlisle v Shrewsbury ...... 

25 DaiUnaion v Brentford — — 

26 Exeter w Cambridge Utd 

27 Hull v Mansfield 

28 Leyton Orient v Rochdale 

29 Peterborough v Hartlepool 

30 Rotherham v Barnet 

31 Scarborough v Plymouth 

32 Scunthorpe v Brighton ................. 

33 Sou mend v Swansea 

34 Ibrquay v Halite — • 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 

FOURTH-ROUND REPLAY 

- Dundee Urd u Cfydebanh — 

FIFTH ROUND 

- Motherwell v St Johnstone „ — — 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

- Kilmarnock v Dunfermline 

SECOND DIVISION 

35 Alloa v Particle 

36 Arbroath u Inverness CT 

37 Clyde v Forfar - 

38 East Rfe v Livingston 

39 Queen of South v Stirling 

THIRD DIVISION 

40 AWon v Montrose 

41 Brechin u Cowdenbeath — 

42 Dumbarton v Easr Stirling — — 

43 Stenhouaemulr v Queen s Park 

- Ross County v Berwick 

NA TTONWt Pg 

CONFBtEIKX 

44 Barrow v Cheltenham — 

45 Dover v Forest Green - 

46 Famborough v Welling 

47 Mays* v Hushden — 

46 Hereford v 

49 Kidderminster tf Hedneslord 

- Kingstonlan v Nlorecambe ...» — 

- teei v vtevU •••••—;•— — 

- Nordwkh v Kecrering — — 

- Southport v Stevenage 

- WMlng v Doncaster — - 


HVMAN LEAGUE Prandar DMstsn: AJder- 
shorvBffleriay: Basingstoke vBrcmley: Bun- 
co's Srortford v Purfieet (arSf/Uban's 
City): Dulwich v Boreham Wood; Enfield v 
Harrow Borough: Gravesend v Chesham: 
Hampton v Sutton Urn: Hendon v Sl Albans; 
Slough v Dagenham & Redbridge: Walton 6 
Hersham v Aylesbury Rr* DMslon: Bar- 
ton Rovers v Hading: Bqgnor Regb Tbwn 
v Oxford City: Braintree Town v Romford; 
Canvev Wand vHlrehbi town: Chertseylbwn 
v D eri t hamaed town: Croydon v Leyton Pen- 
nant: Leatherhead v Uxbridge; Maidenhead 
Utd v Worthing: Staines town v Molesey: 
Wembley v Grays Athletic; Whyuoeale v 
WeaUstone. Second OMdote Banstead Am- 
lettev Hemel Hempstead; Bracknell Town v 
Barking: Edgware Town v Marlow: Harrow 
town v Chalfont 5t Peter Hen ford town v 
Horsham; Leighton town v Hungerfoid 
Town; Met Police v Bedford town; toning 
6 Mitcham v Thame Utd; IMtlum Town v 
Nonhwood: Whrenhoe town v Abingdon 
town: WoWngham town v Windsor & Eton. 
TMrd WwWotc Avdey v Egham town; Cam- 
bertey town v Lewes; Chcshunt v Corinthi- 
an Casuals: Croydon Athletic v Southall: 
Dorking v Hornchurch; East Thurrock Utd v 
Clapton: FiacKwell Heath v Ford Ucd. Kings- 
bury Town v Epsom 8 Ewell: Trftig Town v 
Wingate k Finchley: Wire v TUbury. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Prouder DMsioo: Al- 
trincham v Eirfey: Bishop Auckland v work- 
sop: Biyth Spartans v Cnorley: CcWwyn Bay 
V Gainsborough; Gateshead v Stalybridge. 
GtiKdry v Fnckley: Hyde Utd v Leigh Rfii: 
Marine v Lancaster Runcorn v Speimymoon 


ton Utd; Conejeton town v Nether field; 
Droylsden v Buiscough. Flixlnn v Matkx* 
Tbwn;Grear Harwood town vFarsley Celtic: 
Harrogate town v Eastwood town. Hudcnan 
town v Wlrton AXncn: Lincoln Utd v Whit- 
ley Bay; Raddlffe Borough v Alfreton Town: 
Stocksbridee v Gretna. 

DR MAffriNS LEAGUE Premier DMffcnc 
Arhersrone v Boston Ucd: Burton Albion v 
Tarravonh. Cambridge Oty v Bath Oct Craw- 
ley town v Grantham: Halesowen town v 
Dorchester Hastings v Wtorcester Oty: 
KIng'sLynnv&tfsburyiMerthwTVdnivllke- 
sron: Nuneaton v Bromswove: RodnweS town 
v Gloucester Oty. MAhmI Dtufadoa: Blston 
town v Oewdon town: Bokwleh town vIMs- 
bech town: HlnckJey Utd * Racing Club War- 
wick; Moor Green v Solihull Borough: 
Newport (Gwent) v Stamford; Paget RariMra 
v Weston-super-Mare: RedtUtdi utd vCin- 
derford town; Shepsned Dynamo v Biake- 
ruril: Stafford Rangers v Bedwortn Uttt 
Stcurbridge Rugby Swwhera Dhddere 
AUftford town v EJashfey; BaktocktownvEfldi 
a Belvedere: Braddey town v Fisher Athletic 
Chelmsford aty v Folkestone rnvlcca: 
Orencester town v SnrigOoume. Corby town 
v Andover. Dortfwd v Havant fii Warerioovffle: 
Fleet town v Margate: Tonbridge Angels v 
Newport (toW); St Leonards v Hamids 
town: Vue town v Witney Town. 
MRNSTOWCAD KENT LEAGUE Premier 
PMsioa: Canterbury Gty v VCD Athletic; 
CrackenrUII v Beckenham town; Deal town v 
Bim town: Hen* Bay vOecnam tome Kyfl* 
Utd v lordswocid: Sheppey Utd v Ramsgate 
Slade Green v Faverjham town: Tharnesmead 
town v Cray Wanderers, Tunbridge WHts v 
WNutaWe town. 

UHISPORT United Connies Ungm Pre- 
odar DMtlw Buckingham v Kempoon; Des- 
borough v Bourne Eynesbury v Stotfott 
Holbeach v Coven hoe; Long Bucfcby v 



Liverpool’s Steve McManaman meets the Real Madrid president, Lorenzo Sa'nz. in Spain yesterday AFP 

Rioch has history on his side 


NORWICH CITY have the un- 
enviable task of a trip to the Sta- 
dium of Light todax but at 
least histoiy is on their side. 
Bruce Rioch’s First Division 
team have won on their last four 
•visits to Wearside and the Car- 
row Road manager is relishing 
the prospect of today’s match. 

“It is a very big game. There 
will be over 40,000 people at the 
StacSum of Rioch said. “It 

is the sort of place where play- 
ers have got to be up for the 
game. The atmosphere will be 
tremendous. Defensively we 
have been doing really well re- 
centfywitb three dean sheets in 
our last four games. But we need 
to be more incisive in attack." 

Sunder land 'S Niafi Quinn will 


NATIONWIDE 

PREVIEW 


BY MARK PIERSON 

undergo a late fitness test on a 
calf strain. He is set to replace 
the injured Danide Dichio. Nor- 
wich should be unchanged. 

Bolton seek to end a run of 
one point from three games at 
Swindon. Colin Todd’s team 
have suffered two successive 
defeats and have slipped to 
fourth in the table. They are 
unchanged today while Swindon 
will be missing Iffy Onuora 
through suspension. George 
Ndah is likely to move into the 
front line and Mark Waiters rf > 
turns on the left side ofmidfieJ 


Bradford's £lrr, signing from 
Oxford, Dean Wr/idass, is set to 
nvite his dePorjt agains t Port 
Vhle. Gordon Watson (ankle) 
and Isiah anion (knee) are 
both doubt'd]!,. Fbr\kle, Alan Lee. 
on a morjfti’s loan from Aston 
vflla > is ’lihefy to replace Martin 
Foyie, ' «rijo has medial ligament 
dan J s <{?j.J>ave Barnettand ADen 
Tm'^ar.tiretum after suspension. 

Birmingham, who face 
Port smouth, wifi be without Dar- 
Purse, who is recovering 
fir m a hip injury so Gary Rowett 
w ni continue at the heart of the 
f defence. Portsmouth’s only 
change is likely to be the return 
of Alan McLoughlin after irguzy 
Ipswich entertain Tranmere 
' without Kaeron Dyer; who will be 


WEEKEND POO L S CHE C K AND/rf| X TURES GUIDE 


v Came town; Bristol Manor Farm v Odd 
Down; Maiuptsfieid Uld v Bldeford: Taunton 
Tonm v BrbBngron; Ifeovfl town v Elmore. Les 
PbOOpa Cop qo ar tet- fl ial: Backavefi Utd v 
Oyst Rouen. 

NORTH WBSTERN TRAINS LEAGUE HfM 
Division: AUwrtcm CoUeries v Leek CSOB: 
Oieadle town v Ol theme: Glossop North End 
v Hosier Old 8oyK Kkfcgrove Athletic v Boo- 
tle; Moseley v Atherton LR: Nannwch town 
v Shelmeradaie Utd: Rossendale Utd v Maine 
ftoad: WarttwtnnvRamsbottom UrtJ.LtwgtM 
Cm 5mMtaal Stood tec: Newcastle tonm 
v Preset* Cables; ifeuxhaJT GM v St Helens 
town 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMdort: Brigs Town v Sheffield: Ec- 
cleswn Utd v Deiutby United: Glasshouwiron 
Welfare v Buxton; Maitfty * Thaehkv North 
Fetriby United u Ossett Albion; ossett town 
uGarforth town: Pkkerir® town v Armchor- 

e Welfare: FVjniefraci vllversedge: Stave- 
MW v Selby town. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS Mk&aad JUbncw 
Boidmere St Michaels * Barwell: Brtdawth 
Town v Wfcdnesfield; Pete«d VBe u Shl/naTrbwn; 
Rocester v Chasetown: RuShall Olympic v 
Knypersley Vktoria: Sandwdi Borough v 
OWfcury Otd: Scapenhill v King's Norton 
town; Sira tlord Town v Rerahore town: West 
Mkllancts Police » Halesowen Harriers: W»- 
lenhall Town v Stourporr Swifts. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Beraerton 
Heath v East Cowes Sftcr. Brotkenhuist v 
Bournemouth; Dowruon v HamUe: Lymlng- 
ron & New MUron v Easdrigh: Moreynekls v 
Christchurch; Portsmouth KN v Gosport Bor- 
ough; Thatcham Town v Fareham Town: 
WturchuFdi Urd v BAT Sports. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier M- 
vbfoo: Falcnham town v Felxstovve Port £i 
town: Great wmouth town v Halstead 
Town: Ipswltti Wanderers v Oiss town; Low- 
estoft town v Buy town. Maldon town vWat- 
<on Utd: Newmarket town v Goriesrorr 
Stowmuket town v Harwich h fortostetr.StK / 
bury town v Hlstorc Woodbrktee townvSi jj . 
bury Wanderer s : VMxnham v Ely Oty. 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NOR7 lT 
LEAGUE Flrat DMsIotk: Bedlmgior 
v Jarrow Roofing; BBHngham town ■ j- 
Corsett v Easlngton: Sunston Fe a 
Chester Le Street: GnKborougn T * 

Law Town: Mart** Utd v Croc* _ •» JSj’uSS. 
peth town v West Auckland; N- e 
Star v Penrith; Seoham Itod 5tar y 
PRESS 4JOWWAL 

rie; ClftomSIevCru- 

rZ0? e ■» P-M): Barry town v 
■non town v Cwmbran; 
,b > w canrartheri 
Connab s Cuiay v Conwy. 

Town ¥ A/ar; LkJo; Rhyl v Haver- 


* WU Saato r Oi a Wer iie Cop 
JrSrjfS” *!»: KMcemry Oty v fim Harps 
(7.30). sngo Fwtn, Bray Wanderers (7.30). 


R i (JGBY UNION 
F,WE f 4AHONS 1 CHAMPIONSHIP 

(.Sponsored a y Uoyds TSB) 

FTanr -F.-v Wales (2.0) 

. lor Srade de France) 

lre J.rid v England (4.0) 

(of Lansdonvpe Road) 
INTERNATIONAL MATCH 

'jKOtfand v Italy (2.30) 

[at MurraytteU) 

JEMISON NATIONAL LEAGUE Ooa: (yd- 
ney v Nottingham (3 0). TWO North: 
Hinckley v Aspatria \3.0) too Sooth: 
Clifton v Barking (2.30). 


HOCKEY 

EHL H rat DMshm: Oxford Unhrv Isca (1 0). 
SOUTH Premier; Blackhead, v Wlnchesrer. 
CNchester v Rkhmono: Hgfi WyconAe v Beck- 
enham: Old Cranlrignans v Maidenhead: Old 
Whltglltians V Heme Bay. Puriey v Anchor*, 
arts; Tunbridge Wells v Bournemouth: Wim- 
bledon v Ory of Portsmouth; Woking v 
Fareham: Wokingham v Gore Cowl 
DTZ MIDLANDS Premier: Coventry 6 
North Warwick v Edgbaston: Harbome v 
Shrewsbury. Leek v Knalsa: North Notts v 
Hamptoo-ln-Ardw; North Stafford » Not- 
tingham; Northampton 5a kits vOuon k West 
Warwick 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST Premier: Blue- 
harts V Bishop's Sronfortt Cambridge Oty v 
Bedftxd towrc Carnbrldge Unhr v Gnsqri: Oac- 
ton v Ipswich: West Hens v Colchester. 
NORTH Premier: Ben RhydcSng v Warring- 
ton; Durham Unlv v Rotherham: Form By v 
Bowdon: Harrogate « Ntcnm; Neston v 
Southport: Shew eld Bankers v Chester 
m5T OF ENGLAND A SOUTH WALES 
P remi er: Gloucester Gry * Robinsons: 
Swansea v Whitchurch: Taunton Wale v Yeovil 
& Sherborne; West Wilts v Bath Buccaneers: 
Weston-super-Mare v Owltenham 
EHL WOMEN'S Premier f 12.0): plton dol- 
tish Life v Fyffes Leicester; Doncaster v Oiton 
lerraquesc Hientown v IpswK It Sul ton Cold- 
field v Slough Hnt DMslon: Chelmsford 
Highway v toojans: Loughborough Students 
V Bradford: Sirideriand feNwooke v Aldridge. 
Wimbledon V Canterbury. S nood DMslon: 
HampronJn-Arden v Old Lougisortans: Sher- 
wood v Bracknell: St Albans v Ealing: Wok- 
ing v Asyn ton. 

WOMBrS HODIAKD Pronator: Bedford v 
H elper: Luton v Crimson Ramblers: lYorth Staffs 
v Kenerwg; Often torracpiest v Lougf*orougn 
Students. 

WOMEN'S NORTH First DMsIoa: Black- 
bum V Don Utiley. Chester v Leyland Motors; 


out for at least six weeks with a 
broken , leg. Tranmere have 
George Santos available after 
suspension. 

The Sheffield United goal- 
keeper Alan Kdly is doubtful for 
the game against Watford after 
suffering a groin injury. Simon 
Ttacey stands by. Graham Stu- 
art has akneeirffuiy and is also 
unlikely to play. The Watford 
captain, Robert Page, is serving 
a one-match ban and his place 
wfll be taken ty Colin Pluck or 
Darren Ward. Gifton Noel- 
Wflliams is still sidelined by a 
cracked ihi gh bone. 

The Queen’s Park Rangers 
defender Danny Maddix is like- 
ly to miss the visit ofWrfves after 
haring surgery on a hand iqjuiy. 


Liverpool v Deeside tembfere: Sheffield v Wln- 
rfngton Ruk. 

WOMEN'S EAST Premier: Ashford v Blue- 
harts: Bury ?l EdmwKSv Dereham; Cambridge 
Gty v Hariesron Magpltx Sevenoahs v Lcicn- 
WWI 

WOMEN'S WEST Premier: Bournemouth 
v Leominster; Exeter v 5t Austell: Exmouth v 
Cheltenham; Rorrishead Fbebrands v Colvul. 
tourtion tote v Redland 
WOMEN'S SOUTH Hnt Dfntokm: DuhvkH 
vHo^hant fiMdenhead v ReocfcK Rpver Cow- 
ley v Tutse Hm. west Wlwey v Hendon. VWn- 
chesrer v Cty of Pwtsmouth 


Hrtf DMsIo a; Bracknell v Famham Common. 
Henley v Windsor, CNford UNv v Reading: 
Phoenh-RandaRh v Oriofll Hawks; Rne< Cow- 


“WHAT am I doing here," said 
Brian. It was dark, damp and 
cold on the South Wales coast 
and we were watching the ref- 
eree who had dismissed Vmnie 
Jones cfays before non' presid- 
ing over tile efforts of an Afan 
Lido team who had recently got 
beaten up in a Latvian night-dub 
on their first foray into Europe. 

But me, I pointed out, were 
there to support Caersws, 
founder members and the only 
village team in the League of 
Wales (Llansantffraid came 
later and soon sold their soul to 
a sponsor with an even longer 
name than themselvesi. The 
Bluebirds' custodian that day. 
Russell Cadwallader, has long 
since given way to Matthew 
Griffiths but my infrequent vis- 
its still find a Caersws team 
with a percentage of locals to 
make your average Chelsea 
fan green with envy. 

Having first propped my chin 
on the railings at Aldershot's 
Recreation Ground next to the 
railway 48 years ago. I know 
where my loyalty lies but, with 
Isthmian League locations fail- 
ing to satisfy my other passion 
for mountains, where better to 
turn than Whies and a team that 
{days at the Recreation Ground 
beside the railway. 

Following the Shots home 
and away leaves only rare 
Caersws titbits like Sunday 
dashes from the Brecon Bea- 
cons to Inter Cable Tel’s echo- 
ing athletics stadium, treks 
through the Elan Valley Dams 
to Friday night games at 
Aberystwyth or early morning 
ascents of Pumlumon- source 
of the Severn that flows past Ihe 
Bluebirds’ ground. 

Mid-table respectability has ; 
mostly been the L of W lot of a : 
dub with a proud regional his- 
tory. When you bear football 
scores taking second place to 
rugby on Radio Wales, you 
might think pilgrims should be 
journeying the other way but 
passion fix' the game is surety 
alive and well when a village 
with a three-figure population 
can log a four-figure gate for a 
local derby against Newtown. 

Perhaps the departure erf the ■ 
son of manager Mktay Evans to 
Aston Villa means it will be a ' 
while before we follow New- 
town into Europe but, with tal- 
ents like Sean Jehu liable to drop 
inswinging corners on to a six- 
pence at the far post), I may soon 
have to start studying the moun- 
tain contours on Latvian maps. 


TENN ENT'S VEUSET QJP Quarter-finals: 
Boroughmulr v Hef lot’s FP. 

YENNEHT'S VEU/ET SHIELD Quarter-B- 
aals: Gordonkns ■ Hawick Linden 
TENHENTS VELVET PREMIERSHIP Hrat 
DMshau Curris u leC-Foresc Sorting Coun- 
ty V H4MCK. Sacood Division: Dundee 
HSFP v Kirkcaldy: KUnumock v Selkirk. TWnf 
DMslon: Slevurn Mel FP v Ayr. 

HOCKEY 

EHL P re mier : Beesron v Old lougluonlon* 
(2 0), East Grifwrejd v Boumwne (2 0); GuW- 
fOrd v Teddington (12 01. Hounslow v Brook- 
lands (2.0); wading « Cantertkiry (2.0): 
Souchgjfe v Cannock (2.0) Ffrxt Division: 
Bar Ford Tiger* v Hampstead * Westmln-rer 


ley v NewbuncSonnhe v Milton Keynes, west (2 Oj. Bromley v Loughboroufli 
Witney v Wokingham. Wycombe Rye v Gty of (I 0). Firebrands v Doncaster (I 0): 


CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


League Cup TOM round: WrfiweB Cortn «- 
arts v Fort Sports. 

UNUJEF SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Ptm 
DMshm: Braaabrtttee Heath, v Riiwrner- 
Burgess HU town v Langnev Sports Ea; . 
bourne town v Wick; Eastbourne Uttf, 
Pratum; town u SaltOean Utd: t ^ v 

sfuun YMCA y Whiiduwic PortflcW *J*e g 
Sebey vHassocks: Sfweham v Em ^'e‘ ua Z 
SCStwn* DIRECT LEAGUE Prere j, 
vMm Barnstaple town v B«f»p «• 
Bridgewarer town v Keynsham Sr 


2 Chelsea 
3 ~. ~~~ 

4 Aston VSb 

5 Leefe f " 

6 Lherpool 

7 Derby f 

8 itatHvjT 


11 f^JtBeshiw . 

P.-. tooeahem ~ 

4 Leicester 

^|I5. Ewtee 

IS Charftoo 

IT BtodtfaOT ; 

18 Coventry 

19 SotdbsBiptDO 

20 No&nForest 
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BASKETBALL 

BUDWEBER LEAGUE: adklu Greater Lon- 
don Leopards v Westfield Sharks Sneffietd 
(7.0): Renault Leicester Riders v Chester Jets 
1 730): fodde London towers x Derby Storm 
(730); Manchester Giants v Newcastle Eagles 
(7.101, Thames Valley fleers v Milton Kevnes 
Lions (8.01; ITT L*E Vlrtjrriww Bears v Peu- 
geot Bullets Birmingham (8.0). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEKONDA SUPSajEAGUEt Cardin DeuiK 
v Ayr Scottish Eagles (7.0). 

BRITISH NATIONAL LEAGUE Pfaw-ofto: 
(troop A: Rfe Flyers v PWerborough Pirates 
(7 01: Slough Jets v Edinburgh Capirals (6.30) 
Group B: Guild ford Flames v Kingston 
HjwW. J5 0); TdfordTIgffS v BasmgsioEe Bl- 

OTHER SPORTS 

BOXWGc fte te alood Promotion: H East- 
man (Bauer seal « j Penn (Vorkshtre) for Eh" 
phant & Castle. Lc-ndonJ. 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 
FA CUP 

(Sponsored Oy AXA j 

SIXTH ROUND 

Men Utd v Chetsea [2.0) 

Newcastle v Euerton |«.0) 

TENNENT5 SCOTTISH CUP 
RFTH ROUND 

Rangers v Falkirk 13.10) 

Dft MAIHEN5 LEAGUE Presnfar DMbIok 
W ejfmouth u Greslev Ro««rs (2.0). 
SCRE1HFIX DtRECT LEAGUE Premier Dk 
abkns Bamsaple town y Auliai Baiers (3 0) 
KARP LAGBt RUSEMOR CHALLOWSE CUP 
QuartetvftaBis: Derry Qty » Shetooume (40). 


6 G II 24 2 I 10 11 30 UVLU 


lift HNKHMK1I 
ftaWFttmnn 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

3.0 untoss stand 
JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE 

Bradlord » Sheffield 

Cestlefwd v Wakefield (3.30) 

Gateshead v Leeds (6.35) 

Halite* v Warrington 

London v Huddersfield (3.30) 

Salford y St Helens - 

NQRTKS9I FORD PRBflERSMR Barrow 
» Feathers: one Barley v Hunslet Hull K R v 
Ok) ham Keighley v torn Lancashire Lynx v 
Dewsduy L«h v MlhcehaMn Sufini&n v Bram- 
ley Viftties v Rkhdato INoridngton v Doncaster 

RUGBY UNION 

3.0 unless stated 

CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP ' 
QUARTER FINALS 

Newcastle v Bath (2.0) 

Waterloo v Gloucester p 30)....—.— 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE First DMstorv 

Runviey v South Wales Police p.W). 


Magpies v Sheffield p 0): Hufl w Surbiton 
H JO). Indan Gymkhana v East core (7 0). 
Lewes u Chelmsloid (1 30): CWord Hawks 
v Havant P 0): 5 tour port v St Albans p 0) 
EHL WOMEN’S Premier: Sougn » carton 
Scottish ure (M.45). 

BASKETBALL 

BUDIHE1SER LEAGUE: Peugeot Bullets 
Blmilrwhani v Wde London towers 16.0): Ed- 
inburgh Rocks tfaddasGt eater London Leop- 


inburgh Rocks tf acftdas Greater London Leop- 
ards (SO). 

ICE HOCKEY 

SEHDNDH SUPERLEAGUE: Brackridl Bees 
« Ayr Scottish Eagles (6.0). London Knights 
v Newcastle Rrverkings (60). auUfenxa 
Cup semi-rhuls: Manchester Storm v 
Sheffield Stedera p 0). Nonnglum Panthers 
v Cardff DevMS |2.0). 

BRITISH NATIONAL LEAGUE nay-offs: 
□reap As Edinburgh Capitals v Rfe Flyers 
(6.30). Pe t erborough Pirates » Slough Jets 
(6 15). Group B: Baangstoke Bison vlcVarti 
Tigers (5.301. Kingston Hawks v Guildford 
Flames (5 3b) 


THIS WEEK'S 

TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 
D«M WIndtts Oxford Utd to Bradford 
City. Mirk Snllard Wycombe to Nans 
County; Matthew Wkks Crewe to Pe- 
terborough; JatnJe Day Arsenal to 
Bournemouth; Paul Evans Shrewsbury to 
Brentford; Daniel Hughes Wolves to 
Brentford; Gary H in ts w or th York to Dar- 
lington: Daniel Rodrigues Desponfve 
Fe&ense (For) to Southampton; William 
Spence Arbroath to hearts; Mark Camp, 
bed Strareaer io Ayr Paul WnuaftiJ Stran- 
raer to Ross County; Steven Boyack 
Rangers to Dundee; Jason Dair Raftn to 
Dunfermline, James Dolan Dundee Utd 
to Dunfermline: Scott McCulloch Dun- 
fermline to Dundee Utd. 

LOANS/TRIALS 
Richard Gough San Jose Oash (U5) io Not- 
tingham Forest; Steve Forbes Colchester 
to Peterborough; Andy Collett Bristol 
Rovers to Rumen & Diamonds: Alan Lee 
Aston Villa to Port Vale; Mirt Bride e- 
Vniklnson Derby to Carlisle; Anthony 
Williams Blackburn to HuddersfieUI; 


Greenock Morron to Albion; Steven Boyle 
Dunfermline ro Brechin: John Bradford Ayr 
to Dumbarton: Barry bun Cdric to 
Oydetwnk. Brian Grant Dundee to Stir- 
ling Albion; LJoyd Haddam Alloa to 
Berwick: Rusacu Hsggon Hibernian to 
Stenhetaefmkr.CoBn Mridrum KHmamock 
to Ross County. Jerry O’DrixoJI Dundee 
to Montrose; Martin O’Neal KHmamock 
to Stranraer: Danrid Stewart Ayr to Dum- 
barton; Paul HKh Hfoemun to Eneter. 
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3 AS THE only Eng* 

t lishman left in 
charge of any of the 
quarter- finalists, and 
one of the game's 
last great character 
managers, Jim Smith would be 
a popular choice to lift the FA 
Cup tor the first time in a toot- 
ball career now into its fifth 
decade. Besides, the old com- 
petition owes him one. 

It is one of those “not-a-fot-of- 
people-know-that” facts that 
Smith was bom, 58 years ago, 
three days after Cliff Richard. 
But while the Peter Pan of pro- 
celebrity tennis finally got to play 
centre court at Wimbledon, al- 
beit to serenade the crowd dur- 
ing a deluge, Derby County’s 
affable, estimable manager has 
never taken centre stage at 
Wembley in the FA Cup final. 

“You’d have to be a cold fish 
not to imagine yourself lifting 
the Cup," Smith chuckles in a 
deep, sandpaper South York- 
shire voice that makes Brian 
Blessed sound like a castrate. 
“You think about it when you're 
driving to watch a night match 
at Peterborough or some- 
where. Football's a dream fac- 
tory. and that's one of mine” 
His affection for the world's 
first and finest knockout tour- 
ney has been conspicuously 
unrequited down the years. To 
reach this season's last four, for 
example, Derby must come 
through a fourth consecutive 
away draw, today’s visit to the 
holders. Arsenal. 

Highbury the setting for the 
first half of a semi-final saga in 
1932 which ended unluckily for 
Smith at VQla Park, looms large 
among his Cup memories. Yet 
they also include tales of long- 
ago games at god-forsaken 
grounds and of sepia-tinted 
ties in a bygone age. 

His earliest recollection of 
the Wembley trail is of squeez- 
ing into Hillsborough's now- 
infamous Leppings Lane end in 
1953, where small boys were 
passed over heads to the front 
With 60,000 others he saw 
Blackpool complete with Stan- 
ley Matthews, take their first 
step towards winning the tro- 
phy. Disappointed as he was, 
the 12-year-old Sheffield 
Wednesday supporter was 
smitten. 

Smith developed into a mid- 
fielder good enough to be con- 
sidered forEngland Under-IBs. 
His trial match, at Corby, was 
snowed off after 25 minutes, and 
when it was restaged the se- 
lectors gave his place to one 
Norbert Stiles. 

Talking of whom, mention 
1966 to Smith and he thinks not 
of the toothless, dancing Nobby 
or the Russian linesmen but of 
Wednesday's run to the FA 
Cup final He cheered them to 
victory over Chelsea in the 
semi-final at Villa Park, and 
drove a brash Huddersfield ap- 
prentice named Frank Wor- 
thington to Wembley where 
the Owls somehow lost to Ever- 
ton after leading 2-0. 

His own Cup debut had 
come four years earlier after he 
joined Aldershot from Sheffield 
United on a free transfer, and 
ended in defeat at Port Vale. 
The following year, however; he 
helped the Rnirth Division side 








The many faces of the Derby manager Jim Sitiitfr-tlie fast Eiigfish inaiiager lctft inlfie Cup and 


knockout Aston VQla, from the 
top flight “Fbr several years 
running, the dub who beat 
VQla bad gone on. to win it so 
we were thinking it ought be 
us,” Smith says. “Then we lost 
at Swindon.” 

After joining Halifax, he was 
in the team which scraped a 
draw on a tricky surface at 
Bishop Auckland. Smith heard 
the amateurs' manager re- 
mark: “It’ll be great at their 
place because it’s a good pitch 
and we'll beat them." The 
speaker was Lawrie McMene- 
my, and it is as well that his re- 
action to a 7-0 replay defeat is 
lost in the mists of time. 

Switching to Lincoln, where 
Deity’s new coach Ray Harford 
was a colleague, Smith was in 
the side drawn away to Birm- 
ingham. The manager, Ron 
Gray took them to Blackpool fiw 
five days before the match. 
Smith remembers an old 
Southampton player telling him 
how they had stayed in the re- 
sort prior to a tie at Manches- 
ter City, got drunk every night 
and won 5-1. Lincoln's stay con- 


tained only some of the same 
features. ; 

“We went to the pictures;' 
first nightand a few of triads 
were 15 minutes late getting " 
back. The gaffe r went mad IS 
called a meeting and saidr 
‘Right, we’re going home.’ Rfe 
talked him out afit bu t the neth 
night was New Year's Eve. He 
told us: *Ybu cant have a drink 


r We hit the sherry . 
At 12 o’clock, there 
were five of us, arms 
linked, singing ‘Auld 
Lang Syne 1 V 


but well all have a glass of 
champagne at midnight’ 

“We saw these people in. 
dicky-bows arriving at the hotel 
and we thought: ‘Bugger this.’ 
We went to my room and got 
stuck into some sherry. At 12 
o’clock, there were five of us, 
arms linked, singing Auld Lang 
Syne'!" Lincoln lost 2-1. 


Taking his- first managerial • 
postin 1968j with Boston Unit- 
ed of the -Northern Premier 
Lea^uehec<»itmnedtoplflyas : 
weS As 1 actingas secretary and 
commercial ■ manager. ’ The 
night bdbre oce tie against- 
P6rtanbuth, fbtmd him puffing V 
efickerii on ; the 1 stand' seats, 
though ’ ah' eariler' round is : 
burned mort'strbnglymtb his " 
meraory- 

Bbston . travelled 1 to 
ElfesmerePort on Merseyside.- 
(todaf tire hdtefiS side; “a right 
harijtiastard^ whd’had best re -7 
main^nameless, ' repeatedly 
threatened’ tlrar players. '“It 
was a.%very-expdsed grouricT 
and the coldest, most Arctic - 
weather J evfef played in. Vffit 
went oneupbut they had the - 
wind bebmdtiiem in the second ■" 
hail 

“The game was going on at • 
one end and looked round 
to see this heacPose standing : 
over one of our forwards. He’d 
nutted him. AfterJto was' sent ! - 
oft thqy kept mi to, the- referee •• 
to abandon the match. After-’ 
wards the ref came into our'-' 


baSrand‘1 asked'hfrar 1 ‘Why 
didtft you' stop'-it, thenT^-He - 
looked at me and said: ”1 airft 1 
flicking .coming backhereF” 
Smith's break iri TLeagfe ' 
management' 

ester In 1974-^hivinj* honig- 
up MS boots, ife^themtotod ; 
lasteigbt of 'fe e Ledguie C^,. 
but even then successmdreFA '• 
version proved mart elUsIveY 
“We ^were drkwh 'away -'to 
Leatherhead brHishbp’s Stott- . 
foKTso I wdnftor feefrreplay.It ; 
was a terriHegameand T said ‘‘ 
to our coadt 1 ^!^ Rdbbrtel 


foriTSi ffiethndroimd.;: 

, The:<m£ timehe 'did rea'db *' 
TOhriB^^tfcQI^ih‘tfei986-' 
Le^gtte ’CqgT^fihal 1 ; tb«S-wcre' 


who’s my'chief ^ccrdt a&Derby: • 
T dararttdl tie kufshow bad ; 
Leafiteibead are- theymay^jfefc'' 
complacent’ Vfelbst i-O.*- 
Wherever fieweilt ^ andhis' 
hybrid of dcftsdrool gemality' 
and ■ progressiveidOhs- about : : 
tactics and players took him to ' 
Blackburn, Binrifogh^ Ok- 
ford. Queen's Pdrk J Rangars' ' 
and Newcastle - it - was- the ~ 


w^'fi^'l^iirthehim^ahld- 1 
I reaHs&fl knewtbOTplAy^rs • 
betf&thah 

■auiiadiBMHr 

'We weHlmedhtpf 
in the wrin^l and I [ 
realised t kh&w'their' 
playefs b'ettef ; thkn • 

7 knewmy.oum- 


The ffp&ywas^gcwHesswfiah,^ 
in tiie87th femtite; gtoTy aghm 
beaffiim^d'^rinSrJ:- 
, Bbrtabrfi girt to .the; : 

byCne and piffled the ball back! 
The 1 'keeper had l gone tb his 
nearpost? so the goAIwas'gap- 


same Uup or woes Three times - 
be wentoutmihe^fiffe round, - 
while Newcastle 'onCe played - 


whdm'Beto^fbBdiicraemontir n 
before eecfc'roitod CDafbyhave ^ 
spehf the'past ’two d^ys af- 
b racmgBishairi: Abbejf) . In the' 


some teams ^ ^to ijodli^for tife- 


tcm’S goal; thsKf Rdmue Wh'daiY 1 
eqoalfafecfdei^p'm extfa'time.- 


was'Alad McaxH^hfinjBut'he 1 ' 
cai3^t : it tod hard and hit toe 
bar.’ liyerpiMlCpidd harifly hft‘ ‘ 
their l^botthathe^ed them 
gCt thrba^h the extra half 1 
hoUfc* __ 

PortahoQth" lost thepenalty. 
shobtYnit .ah otiteorhe Smaffi 
felt trhHalised fee’ Con^ietifibh 
- ahd'becaaO&'^ 
ever to go but-oftiieGup with- ’ 
oaf losing^ “rye -afwsys' reP ' 
garded rn^eff as a bit urthr efey 
with thM -bn^^ be says wfth 
wisttol uhderstatenent When : 
Der^loktoHffidffiesbritogfrlrt 
the sism rpttndtwo jfears ag^ -- 
heccuTtf hart be«>for^vai’for ; 
belfevingdieFACi^gOdsbore 
hiitfa gt^dge.7 

ButDraj^aKOs^to^per; ' 
vefselogieof the itompetitum," 
Sridfifs ludr : is : abbttf to be : 


Datrid Ashdown 


turned On Its head-Fbr in the-V- 
Le^de Cup, always kinder fo-'. 
him. Arsenal beat Derby at. 1 - 
Pridfe Park with a shadow XI’ I 
“The beauty of the FA Cup,’ beK-L.: 
argues, that you don't brih&y** 

anybaggageintoatie.” 

Stoith admires Arsine' : : 
Wenger ’scoaching flair (wfaife : • 
wondering how the Frendi- ; . 
man,.Giaoluca Viaffi andRriod i 
Guffit vrould fare without rt i " Y: 
sources at say Halifax or Ofa ! p' 
ford). He sees Nicolas AnejkaV.. . 
and Dennis Bergkampas 
special talents”, and got as' jEs^ 
as ^eakmg to EmmahueTPefitvl 
on Ms mobfle when he became^:- 7 ; 
artQable at Monaco.' 

“If we were going to j- 
bury in the fhemiership, wdd^ 
probably setout tobe prefry d#'- 
fensive and try to hit them orf 71 
thebreak. The Chip is kke a , 

off with the fallback of a rep^Tr^ J 
arid the mentafity is to gofix 1 ft! yi- 
HytowuL” '-'y-j 

Three wins, and WfemlQe!f ; '„ i 




Cliff Richard ended up wife a TT.-; 
krhghttiood. Jim Si^Mi wifi Set-:'.' ,Y 
tto^fhecdebratedsilve^jpdl , ■ j 



Battle of ^ CM lltalioMi 


SELLING 

football n^iagement 

game on 

PlayStation 

& 


WWW. p 


manager.ctfrn^ : ' .;i?. 


GIVEN THE amount of spying, 
scouting and video-studying 
that goes on in modern football 
there is little excuse for any 
team to be caught unawares by 
the opposition, even in Cup 
ties. All the less so this week- 
end, when three of the four FA 
Cup quarter-finals are a re- 
peat erf matches in last season's 
competition, while Arsenal and 
1 Derby have already met in the 
Worthington Cup and the 
Premiership. 

The familiarity between 
Manchester United and 
Chelsea, preparing to collide at 
Old Ihafibrd tomorrow, will be 
greatest of all Last season 
there were four meetings, m- 
clucfingthe Charily Shield and 
an FA Cup third-round match 
at Stamford Bridge, in wMch 
Chelsea suffered the unusual 
fate of scoring three goals, 
each nothing more than a con- 
solation - United, irrepress- 
ible in attack, already had five 
in the locker An unusual dou- 
ble-header either side of Christ* 
mas brought them together 
twice in quick succession this 
season; Alex Ferguson con- 
ceded that Chelsea were the 
better side in the 1-1 draw in 
Manchester; but his team de- 
served their point in an anti- 
climactic and goalless return 
game. 


by Steve tongue 

That has been the way of 
many recent encounters be- 
tween the two, with the home 
team often struggling to break 
down the visitors and getting 
caught out If the pattern is 
changed tomorrow it maybe in 
part because the London dub 
are suffering for greater sins 
over the past few weeks, lead- 
ing to suspensions for impor- 
tant players in every area of the 
pitch - Franck Leboeu£ Dennis 
Wise, Celestine Babayaro and 
Gianluca Viafli. The absence of 
United’s Jaap Stam looks less 
serious in comparison. 

“We go there with confi- 
dence," ViaBi insisted, after Ms 
team had followed United’s 
dramatic Inter-mezzo on 


Vffiidnesday^ith a faort languid 
waltz fhrbugh, the.Norwegian- 


■foefollbwirig h^itBecauseff^ 1 ' ’ ; 
second Ieg3 ; of tife. respective ’ 
l&ufrpean ties' takj£ plarttbe '- 
weefcfaSerhectt; theMfei Police- - 
(keen 'onanythmg 4Jiat- bn- ' ' 
provestoeirpd^ulirify at'pre ‘ 
sent?) . have e a greed ' that; 1 -a 3 
replay qf tobioiTow’s gmie - 
would heedWedn^day:. • 
Should % tfle Old”Traffbrd- i 


Newi^te Ian” 

ftnshl lihe'dpeS nbt note* one ; 
sobn l 'fof ’Wretfiam, it-cocdd 1 " 


famtras ; careffllt ’• 

0 it fronilhAt'gaqrt^^ 


oh frsitffhatgame aff the way !- 
to Wenfifey. ' 'CorhfertBKl& ’in'-" 
nnd J l^b^'th#^affiirt'to 

.the ,r Ctqi l 

agahi ! .Evertcm wffl ; 

iIT-IlL' »-• .'air L~.i ir*xr\ 


the secoml haifof tomdrrdw^. : 
double MU, betwee&Ndwtt^fe’ 1 - 
and Evertoo, wfll ‘do ^dt to 1 ' 

r ^ come dose to ft on 'forms' 

serious in comparison. entertainment M font remains ' : If wislt : to ^MMi- '' thefirfal-bfboffi domestic cups ' 

"We go there with confi- in the memory of last seSSotfs'-’ chfestw^j1hfr^fatA : of j ^ - No saiows hart Barftd 
dence," ViaBi insisted, after Ms televised thirt-roon^' ^ round,' : Tdtleiibam^s - drowned 'arywherc [ in ‘north - • 

team had followed United’s tween then at Goorfisoffis that'' Bam^ey is^lhSsfauthratrc Lob ddh -smee - well : before J 
dramatic Inter-mezzo on the only goal was scartinbr 7 * FA^ThpHftOiK : r^w3er^deven ,: Christmas; asArsfenaTarealsb- 

Bates vents anger oi^^cfis^i^in^ Fnwler 

CHELSEA’S CHAIRMAN. Ken Saux with sexual comments- focedhrit adgd 3atoi&£ 1 yeart'totheFAandlwfll kayit 1 

RalMi hac oriflonpri Me 9Ha>>t m hirh i imn rAail Win rtmlcna nUXSak 


to&^ebofiddiccfrOTihn ex- -■ 
t€ 5 \dedruh th ffie.cb*petft»a ■ 
rmjgit etfine at ttfe-’ezpesniseef 


ta^ra^tiy th'e Kwtffffeaitfs 3-i 
suicce^' a^HKt thdn : irr : the 1 
fourth roundfast ^de'bm'prioh 
to devouring Maidiesfer Unit- 
ed as well 1 ; 

, A 1 repeat' would/ neverthe- r 
less; be'"eveh more -st^tirag' 
Whfle ’ B^raal€y'.;iiave^slip^erf 1 

natca’al station' in-fife-' over the 

past yeaifpartiealMaydi'oit of 

gosls-anff erth playere,this is : : 

of MriGrafiim, - 
rtot^H^Urdsk'. An tmbeafon r 
runf^f 16 games’ is the club’s ' 


(ma long nmwithout defeat {13~ ;■’] 
or 14 gainea. accorfmg' to^ ' \ 
whether Sheffield ' United ■ ’ 
counts; as one match or two). 1 ’ • 
Today the Cup hofdera ha»9;' 


Prehneraiip c^SpaTiit : ; - 
If -Cfcel&a'S 5 visl£ : tff : Mhh-■' , ■ 
chfester" ^sj thfr ^natdl : of j the - 
round,' : Tdtteaham^ ‘ 
B&nasley'istofrhrfet^uthmtfe 
FAfeapfift fa^rtMered ^veh ■ 1 
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having beaten them at Frid^; - 
Park to the TCjrt&ih^on ’CUp?2.-; 
with a deliberate wrtfened - J 
side,’ and drawn tiiac' in. the ^ 
Preonership. The ateenoe ^-r ; 
Patrick Vieira and v.rYi’man dtfv . 
Petit, the team’s Frenth ' 
crurn, gives grratest 
Derir^-who were'soIHeiiiwI#.- V. 
md^encebrt 


CHELSEA’S CHAIRMAN, Ken 
Bates, has widened Ms attack 
(mlirerpoolinthflwarofwords 
following Graeme Le Same’s 
dash with Robbie Fbwier. 

He has now criticised Mchad 
Owen and Darid James, while 


‘^comrncntatyfiar the decline 
of a once-great team". 

Bates had already attacked 

Fbwier for allegedly baiting Le 


Saux with sexual comments* 
wMchpnmtedtheChefaeaflift- 
back to elbow him in. the head. 

Now Bates has gone further 
mcoodemning M pi^uqp)ea9- 
aut behaviour both cai aad off the 
pitch" by Liverpool players at 
Stamford Bridge last weekend. 

He wrote in Thursday nigitfs 
programme before Chelsea's 
Chip-Winners" Cup win over 
'Vhl»«3g^‘T)wmmaybeangEi- 


fecedhrit angfl h^ : 

chffdrsh be&ftnou^^was- ahifec-'-' 


was'qu^fefrS^^iE^^^ig; , ?■ 


FbotbaH Ashbcfaifofr ■ ctefrged ?' 
both Le- SaiaSt and Fptffer" Mtb- - 
uHsasoftnS, : but : batefe' 
ffiat the,nse ^ feleviisM^ri- '' 
dence fe^^fijSStemSs 1 * ■. 

“I have s^d’fbr , faeariy i Sve e 


ighort alt TV ptiiSSaazvn&if ' 
the r^erde'doestff 3ee it,' then' 
that-fa .ttfe’end' ofatomatt^ 

_ “AlternMively, ! aIFvMjMs »f AD 
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that CovehtrjT piay chArififl^- - 
raeains EJvertwi w3I ^ "out' 
step further into tnwWft v^y/; 
evCT flferesulL TOr CortnbyP v 
is. the- -first of .five ' WmflaS^- ;; 
home gam^th^TCOi^^ensi^j!^- 
their survival foiryet &iiofe*^l 
yean 'though Clrarltc®, : aft®t;/ 
three wina anda draw, a&o ap* : ~ 
preach it fa gobd heart!- .. . . 

LikeEvertoh. Soufh^BP^I' 
would pfbbaM^ jjrtfer' a 

wiii over Wsst - Bfam. fo b™^"“ 
thmlevdvriffiBfacltotfffl-^; ) t 

Leic^tef, 'without; a wfa fe,r 
seven PreinfersJiipgahifeSt^®. " 
not ’ sleep r weff eSther nrf^ . 



rthsiste^mdei^ SSS 






wmmotn NmM 

^ lifrm 





IS^Mcfa** 

0i 

MStratateNrxr 

IMQhMtetWwik 

fto&Mfr - - .-• ' T 

•A^nsi-'- : .4r»tw# 
W W ftirf I . 


,. .... . !*K*. 

r*SS»**wtt» 

(WltaM^w^wy 

tf'.WMi^iuikr 

t*A luajuaA* 


■*# h#» 

ttff ll WW M fe, **■*$ 


Jf WMI UMMi'im 

Mi«l»<iH» 
hw «• f|*»v 


’ii 

&kfS7 'SMj-Vffff Jb 

IWMIIM 

w tw Ww ptf 



sti? 

jmMtar-ifr 

MM.- vatu*- 

thWifl nj- 

,****1*, ' 
NMm te&>- 


or 





THJE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 6 March 1999 


FOOTBALL/31 


Premiership 




MATCH OF THE WEEKEND: FA CUP QUARTER-FINAL (TOMORROW, 2PM) 


Manchester Utd v Chelsea 



SUSPENSION AND INJURY force Manches- 
ter United into changes for tomorrow’s FA 
Cup showdown with Chelsea as the Pre- 
miership’s top two teams fi^at to keep then- 

chance of a treble alive. Teenager Wes 
Brown takes over from Jaap Stam as the 
Putch defender serves a one-m a tc h ban and 
Alex Fferglison has ruled out Ronoy Jobnsen 
who picked up a groin strain during Wednes- 
day's rousing victory over Internationale in 
the European Cup quarter- final first leg. 

With Ryan Giggs seeing a specialist yes- 
terday after breaking his nose during that 
win and David Be ckham faking a day off fol- 
lowing the birth of his son cm Thursday night, 
United will not be able to try out Sunday’s 
starting Un&up until today's training session. 


By wyn Griffiths 


Ferguson seems certain to play reserve 
central defender Brown alongside H ennin g 
Berg, with Gary Neville re maining at right- 
back. Brown has played in 17 first-team 
games (his season after stepping into the se- 
nior squad last year but has normally played 
at right-back. 

Ferguson’s Chelsea counterpart, Gianlu- 
ca ViaUi, has predicted that Marcel DesaiDy 
wiD be the rock on which United's strikeforce 
will founder: Chelsea have four players 
banned for the tie - the third meeting be- 
tween the two sides this season after two Pre- 
miership draws in December Vialli hims elf. 
Dennis Wise, centre-back Frank Leboeuf and 


midfielder Cel 6s tine Babayaro are the sus- 
pended quartet as Chelsea pay the accu- 
mulated price of indiscipline. 

Back in the autumn, it was almost im- 
possible to move for criticism of Chelsea's 
hefty squad -too many players and too much 
rotation, pronounced the doubters. Howev- 
er; if proof were needed of Vialli's foresight 
and wisdom in assembling such an impres- 
sively large pool of players at the dub, flie 
confrontation with Unit^ provides it For into 
the side are likely to come Bernard Lam- 
bo urde, Jody Morris and Bjarne Goldbaek, 
all with significant Premiership and Euro- 
pean experience behind them. 

Above all though, Vialli can rest assured 
that in Desailly he has a trufy 1 world-class cen- 


tral defender who has finally shaken off his 
post-Worid Cup lethargy, “Like Peter Schme- 
ichel and many otherplayers. he needed time 
to recover fufly from the World Cup but there’s 
no doubt that he’s done that now and he's 
playing out of his skm, 71 cooed Vialli 
Tore Andre Flo will partner Gianfranco 
Zola up front, while Bernard Lambourde is 
expected to retain his place in central 
defence and Jody Morris and Bjarne Gold- 
baek should step into starting roles in 
midfield. 

MANCHESTER united (from): ScNndtheL G Neville, Berg, 
Brown. Irwin. BecUum. Keane. Stfwiei. Crggs, Cole, Write. Sof- 
shlacc. P Neville, Butt. Blomq«iu. Cunts, tun Her Oou» 
CHELSEA (Aram). Qe Goey: Hitchcock. Ferrer. Le 5aux. terry. De- 
safDy. Lambourde. Myen. Pm rest u, Gddbjeh. Morns. CM Mat- 
tea. Newton. Nkhofls. Flo, Zoo. Forswfl. 

S wiwa riw ui Chaku: Wool. VAse. Letooeur. Babayaro 
H i iir w; P Durkin (Portland, Dorset) 



£ NT 




TODAY’S QUARTER-FINALS 


Arsenal v 
Derby 


HOLDERS ARSENAL are without all three of their French mid- 
field trio. Emmanuel Petit and Renri Garde both have 
injuries while Patrick Vieira must serve a one-match h»n Man- 
ager Arsene Wenger win chose between Nelson Vivas, Fredrik 
Itjungberg and new signing Nwankwo Kanu as he reshuffles 
his forces. Stephen Hughes looks a certain starter and could 
have one of the crucial central midfield roles alongside Ray 
Parlour; whom Wenger is thinking of switching from the wing. 

Petit, who has been bothered fay a long-standing ankle injury, 
is out for at least two more weeks. Veteran defender Steve Bould 
also has been ankle trouble although he maybe available for 
Tuesday’s home Premiership game with Sheffield Wednesday 
when Vieira will also return. 

For Derby defenders Tony Dorigo and Horatio Carbonari 
face late fitness checks. Dorigo is nursing a damaged hamstring 
and Carbonari has a groin problem, while Lars Bohinen could 
also miss out because his wife is expecting a baby. However, 
Igor Stimac is back after suspension and midfielder Darryl Pow- 
eP'^ys recovered from a neck injury. 

MStiatm. (from): Seaman; Dixon. Keown. Adam*. Wncerbum, Parlour. Hughes. Vivas. 
Overmare. Berskamp, Anelka, Kanu. Diawara. Grimand, Upson, Mannlnger £gk). 


'(from]: Hoult, Prior. Stimac. Laureen. Carbonari. Eranio, Qrdey. Bohinen. Dorks, 
Sch noar. Baiano. Burton. Wanchope. Powell. SturTkJge. Poom. Kozluk. Hyper. Hunt. 


Sap — l M i Derby Hanson. 
Referee: S Dunn l Bristol). 



Barnsley v 
Tottenham 



BARNSLEY^S PLAYER-MANAGER Jchn R^ndrie has doubts over 
midfielder Sean MeClare and defender Adie Moses. MeClare 
is suffering from a foot injury, while Moses cut his head and ' 
had eight stitches inserted during the 1-0 defeat by Crystal 
Palace last Sunday. 

Two players certain to miss out are Darren Sheridan, who 
suffereda broken jaw at Selh urst Park, while Matt Appleby fore 
groin ligaments on a bleak afternoon for the Tykes. ■ 

Fbr Tottenham, Darren Amlerton returns being rested from 
the midweek Premiership win over Southampton, and defenders 
Ramon Vega and Justin Edinburgh may also earn recalls. Man- 
ag \j George Graham admits, however; it is a tough choice be- 
tween Chris Armstrong, Steffen Iversen and Les Ferdinand 
for the two positions up front Ferdinand has missed the last 
two games, recovering from head injuries. 

Spurs are unbeaten in their last 16 games and will start as 
favourites against the only non-Premiership survivors. An- 
derton’s return to midfield is likely to be at the expense Of Allan 
Nielsen, while Graham may opt for Vega's extra experience 
to replace 20-year-old Luke Young in central defence. 

BARNSLEY (from): T Bullock. Leeie, Baden. Black more, Janes, MO*es, Morgan, 
de Zeeuw, Richardson, van der Laan. Tinkler. MeClare. Hlgnerc, M Bullock, Rose, 
Dyer, Goodman. Sheron. Hendrie. 

TOTTENHAM (from): Walker. Curr. Vega, Campbell, Edinburgh. Anderton. Freund, 
Sherwood. Gmola. Iversen. Armstrong. Ferdinand. Young. Calderwood. Nielsen. 
Dominguez. Taricco. Rw. Sinron. Baardsen. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: M Reed (Birmingham). 


TOMORROW (4 PM) 



. ...And statistics 

Who’s for the drop? 

WHILE THE FA Cup occupies Che Premiership's big guns this 
weekend, three of the sides struggling at the other end of the 
table - Coventry. Charlton and Southampton - will all be hoping 
to pick up League points ro keep alive their hopes of staying 
The first two meet today in what will become a of series of 
relegation "sbe pointers*. Although there is still a chance that 
clubs such as Leicester and Middlesbrough might be drawn 
Into the relegation dogfight, the three clubs mentioned that 
are playing today, plus Ever ton. Blackburn and Notdngham 
Forest, are those most In danger of going down. Everton 
have been in the top fiighr for 45 consecutive seasons and 
been champions four times; Coventry have been among the 
dice for the last 32 seasons and have a best finish of sixth; 

Southampton's tenure is 21 seasons (best finish second); Blackburn have 
managed seven straight years and been champions once. 

This is the fourth season of the siimmed-down version of the Premiership, with 20 
dubs. So far, eight dubs (Bolton twice] have been relegated to the Nationwide and 
only one of them has not been in the bottom three at the end of February. That was 
two seasons ago. when Sunderland tumbled from 14th to 18th in the last dozen 
games and were overtaken by Southampton. The Saints are looking for a similar 
escape route again. 

There are a number of pointers to a team’s survival prospects, including the 
overall trends. Alarm. bells must be ringing for Nottingham Forest and Everton. 
who took eight and 1 T points respectively from their first nine games, but slid 
to five points and six points from their third nine. Another way to judge a 
club's chances is the toughness of their run-in. with Everton's being the 
toughest, including Arsenal, Manchester United and Chelsea, and Blackburn's, on 
paper at least, being the easiest. 

Of the six prime candidates for the drop, all have 1 1 games left; 
Everton and Charlton have six to play away, while Blackburn. Coventry. 
Southampton and Forest have six games at home. Everton are the only side still 
to face all three of the Premiership's top-three sides, and are also 
the only side with a continuing FA Cup interest (or 
distraction, depending on your view)- 


^4 



% ■ > 
* *• 


A Pm*' 




Newcastle v 
Everton 


Rt^D GULUT is searching for a measure of relief from the ru- 

moiir and innuendo he says is affe c ti n g his life on football-mad 
Tyneside. The manager has found himself in the tabloid head- 
lines on more than one occasion since arriving in Newcastle 
and was upset by revelations made by his former wife. “It’s like 
when I lived in Italy for eight years,” he said. “Now all, of a sud- 
den, a whole lot of things come out now that I'm back in foot- 
ball a gain, and it’s not nice. But for me, the most important tiling 
is the smiles on the players' feces.” 

United meet Everton on something of a high after fighting 
back to secure apoint against Arsenal last Sunday. With Gary 
Speed suspended, Marie and dub skipper Rob Lee wiD battle 
it out for a place in the starting ii. The England midfielder is 
favourite to partner Dietmar H amann . 

Walter Smith has to reshuffle his side after losing Olivier 
Dacourt and Michael Ball and Richard Dunne through suspen- 
sion. Rut young midfielder Tony Grant is available after a ham- 
string problem, the influential Don H utchis on is back after a 
fln MiMidi Han, as is Ibrahima Bakavoko, from international duty 
NEWCASTLE (from): GNen, terpgOgrwt 

Lee. Brat* Mart. Ketstoala. Shearec Saha. Anderson. Hughes. Georgia^ &imn. 
everton irmtni Mum* Weir, Watson, Unsworta MaterazzL Short, torn** Hurem- 
mSKaM. Caflamartetl Bakavoko. Jeffes. Jcwns. Slmorv 
sen. MKHgon. _ „ _ 

Jobk Newcastle: Speed; C nerte ns Dacourt. Ball, Dinuw. 
f G Barter (Pryftjrd. Surrey). 


. Attempting to pick out Che; 
winners and losers In what is likely to 
be a determined scrap by all the 
par tripants is hard, but calculating 
probable results is one way of * 
making an attempt. The six 
bottom sides have all faced 
their 1 1 remaining opponents 
already this season and those 
results can be used as a guide. An 
away win or draw becomes a home 

win. an odd-goal away defeat becomes a home draw, and a two- 
or more goal away defeat becomes a home defeat. Home defeats 
or draws become away defeats, an odd-goal home win becomes 
an away draw and a two- or more goal home win becomes an 
away win. On this basis. Charlton and Forest will go down on 
points. Southampton. Blackburn and Everton will all finish with 38' 
points and the Saints win Vose out on goal difference, and Coventry 
will be safe. Still, that's only statistics, and football is. as we know, 
a funny old game. 


Precedents in going down 

Bottom three In February 1 996 

•18: Manchester' Gty ' 

19. " OPR' " 

20: Bolton ; ■ 

Bottom three In February 1997 

t8._ . .Nottingham Forest 

19. _ Southampton 

20. " Middlesbrough 

Bottom three in February 7998 

;.18. Barnsley ' . 

19. Bolton 

20. '^Crystal (TfalaCe : • " . 

End of February 1999 

iS: : .WacW3um 

T9! Southampton 

"20. Nottingham 'Forest'; ' 

TaH-enders' trends 

Points gained from.. 

1st 9 





TODAY’S PREMIERSHIP 


Coventry v 
Charlton 

Last season:No fixture 


FEW GAMES are likely to prove more crucial in the relegation 
battle at the bottom of the Premiership than this encounter at 
Highfield Road. Coventiy and Charlton occupy the two posi- 
tions immediately above the drop zone but both know that a 
poor run could see them fell into the bottom three. 

Coventiy gave themselves renewed confidence by winning 
4-1 at Aston Villa last week. However George Boateng, who has 
been one of Coventry’s most impressive performers recently, 
is suspended today. Nod Whelaa who has recovered from a shoul- 
der injury, may play in midfield, leaving John Aloisi to continue 
up front alongside Darren Huckerby. However, either Ihrnd 
Stitvedt or Philippe Clement could also be brought into the team. 

Simon Royce, the Chariton goalkeeper, is chasing a club 
record of five consecutive clean sheets in the top flight, but the 
visitors' defence will be without some familiar figures this af- 
ternoon as Eddie Youds and Richard Rufus are sidelined by 
injury. Chariton have completed the signing of Martin Pringle 
fromEenfica. 

COVENTRY (from): Hedman. Nilsson. Shaw. Williams. Burrows. Te*f?r. McAllister. 
Roggart, Huckerby; AJobl, Whelan. Soltuedt. Clement. Gioaahlnl. Konjic. Breen. 
Ognzovlc. 

CHARLTON (from): Barries. Barness. Beale, Bright. Brown. Fortune. Holmes. Hunt. 
I lie S Jones. K Jones, Wnsella, Konchesky. Mendonca. Mills. Mortimer. Newton. Park- 
er. Powell. Pringle. Redfearn. Robinson. Royce. Tiler. 

Suspension: Boateng (Coventry). 

Referee: A Wilkie [Ctesrer-Je-5neec}. 




...and end of 7995-96 season 

18: 

19. 

20 . 


Manchester Gey 
OPR 

Bolton '■ ' ■' 


Coventry..;.:. - - 7 
Southampton 7 
Blackburn" ’. 7. 

Everton 7 
N Forest • : 7. 

The run-ins: 

average Premiership position of remaining opponents 


18. 

19. 

20 . 


...and end of 7996-97 season 

Sunderland 1 

Middlesbrough 
Nottingham Fewest 

...and end of 1997-98 season 

10. Bolton" 

1 9. Barnsley 

20. Crystal Palace . 


At . " ■" 

'-'■'home' 

'Away 

Home arid away 

Everton 

10. 4 

9.7 

10 

NottmFpiiest" 

■ 11.2 - 

• '8.3 

' 10.1 

Charlton 

9.h 

11.5 

10.5 

Southampton 

-11 

10.2 

10.6 

Coventry 

' 13.3 

10 

11.8 

Blackburn 

' • .10.8 • 

' 13.8 • 

12.2 


2nd 9 
games 


3rd 9 
games' 


Total 


Everton 

11 

11 

6 

28 

•'Chariton. 

"/io . 

'6.v: 

:. n 

,'27. .. 

Coventry 

8 

8 

11 

27 

'Blackburn . 

•' "8"'"'' 

■•' .6 

" 12 ■ ' 

'26 

So’ ton 

2 

n 

' 10 

23 

N. Forest . 

3'.. 

A . 

s - 

17 •"' 

Consecutive runs In Che top Right: finishing League positions 

1954 

1960 


1970 



Run-ins: projected returns on statistical criteria (see text) 

Club Forecast points Projected highlights 

' ” r . . how. to season's end " 
Southampton 15 Home win v Arsenal 

Bladcbufri ; •"•.'-.12 Home win v Wimbledon 

Coventry i 2 Away win v Everton 

'Everton ' 10 Home win v Chariton 

Charlton _ 8 Away win v West Ham 

'Forest ' 1 ' k- Home win v Middlesbrough 

And the winners and losers might be~ 

P 

1 5. Coventry. 38 

16. Everton . .3B 

17. Blackburn; - . .. 38 

in. souenampton ' _' 


.J 9. Chariton' . 

20. Nottm Forest 
'relegated 'op goal difference 


1980 


3S" 

38 

38 


Pts 

39 

38 

'38 

35 

21 


1990 



20 


Everton 


- Coventry 


Southampton 


' Blackburn 


Southampton v 
West Ham 

Last season: 3-0 


SOUTHAMPTON HAVE Egil Ostenstad (groirti, Jason Dodd 
(ankle), Claus Lundekvam (hamstring), Een Monkou (ham- 
string) and James Beattie (groin) all stru ggling for fitness, 
though Hassan Kachloul and Matthew Le Tissier could return 
to the starting fine-tip. Although he is not fit for today’s match, 
David Hirst may soon return Hirst, 3L has not played since 
d amag in g knee ligaments in a freak training ground incident 
in pre-season but played an hour of Southampton’s reserve 
team match against Peterborough on Wednesdaynight He has 
undergone two operations and returned to training last 
month and is poised for a return to action against Sheffield 
Wednesday on 20 March. 

West Ham have a poor record at the Dell, having won there 
just nine times in 37 visits. The last of these victories was in 
1993, when Trevor Morley and Lee Chapman scored in a 2-0 
win. TOday the defender Ian Pearce is their only doubt He hurt 
his neck on Thursday and is wearing a brace. Neil Ruddock 
is fit ag a in and would be a ready-made replacement to face 
his former dub after missing the last two matches with a groin 
injuiy. 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Jones. Hlley Benafl, Lundefcvam. Cofleter D Hughes. Mare- 
den. Oakley; Bridge, Beattie. M Hughes. Le Tissier, Monkou, Kachloul. Dodd. 
WEST HAM (from): Hislop. P Pearce. Ferdinand. Lomas. Foe. Lampjrd. Serkovic. 
KeOer. Min to. Sinclair, Dl Como, KlLSon, Cole. Moncur. Lazanais. Forrest. 

Referee: D Gallagher (Banbury. Oxon). 


Wimbledon v 
Leicester 

Last season; 2-1 


JOE KINNEAR, the Wimbledon manager; is in hospital in Sheffield 
after his heart attack in midweek but was still picking the team 
for today’s match. Kinnear, 52, is in a stable condition at the 
Northern General Hospital where he was taken on Wednes- 
day night just before Wimbledon kicked off against Sheffield 
Wednesday. He was rushed into hospital after he complained 
of feeling unwell as the players prepared to change at Hills- 
borough. John Hartson is available for Wimbledon after serv- 
ing the four-match ban imposed for his training ground attack 
on Eyal Berkovic at West Ham, but may not get in the start- 
ing line-up as Efan Ekoku and Marcus Gayle are in good form. 
The defender Ben Thatcher is also back in contention after a 
one-match ban. 

Emile Heskey’s back trouble makes him a doubtful starter 
for Leicester: A scan revealed he will not require surgery and 
he will have treatment up until the last minute in an attempt 
to play. Steve Walsh has recovered from influenza and Gerry 
Taggart is back from suspension, but Frank Sinclair is still suf- 
fering from a thigh strain and may miss the game. 

WIMBLEDON (from); Sullhran. Cunningham, Kimble, Thatcher, Perry. Blackwell, 
Earle. Ekoku. Roberts. Gayle. And ley M Hughes. Hartson. C Hughes. Eue«. Kennedy. 
Con. Heald. 

LEICESTER (from); Keller. Savage. I ropey. Kamark. Ellkxz. Walsh. Taggart. Uflathome. 
Guppy. IzzeL Lennon, Zagorakis, Gunnlaugsson, Marshall. CocKe. Heskey, Camp- 
bell. Parker. Oakes. Arphecad. 

Referee: R Harris (Oxford). 




ITALIAN PREVIEW 


SCOTTISH PREVIEW 


F10RENT1NA, WHO tookSerie 
A by storm earity in the season 
but have slipped to third place 
behind Lazio, entertain sec- 
ond-placed Parma live on 
Channel 4 tomorrow in a game 
both sides need to win to keep 
their scudetto hopes alive. 

Fiorentina have been a rev- 
elation this term. Giovanni 
■Rapattoni, their coach, has 
sorted out their defence, al- 
lowing La Viola to exploit the 
K.^some goal threat that “the 
angel" Gabriel Batistuta, then- 
phenomenal Argentinian cen- 
tre-forward poses. But Batis- 
tuta, top scorer in Serie A 
with a sensational 18 league 


BY IAN DAVIES 


goals, injured a knee recently. 
In their three games without 
“BatigoL” Fiorentina have 
looked impotent, drawing two 
and losing one. Moreno Torri- 
celli, a defender; scored their 
onjy goal in those games. 

Batistuta has resumed 
training, but is unlikely to 
start, ^ while ^ the^ Brazilian strik- 
er Edmundo has a badly- 
bruised chest so the Belgian 
midfielder Luis Oliveira may 
play up front The midfielder 
Christian Amoroso returns 
but the defender Pasquale 
Padalino is doubtfuL 


The “purple princes” are 
against it for Parma have an 
awesome array of talent this 
term. Adopting an attacking 
3-4-3 formation under Alberto 
Malesani, their coach- Parma 
have been terrifying at times. 
They have strength from back 
to front with Gianluigi Buff on 
in goal, French World Cup 
winner Lilian Thuram and 
Fiabio Canoavaro in their back 
three, Diego Riser and Dino 
Baggio in midfidd, and a strike 
force which perms three from 
four out of Enrico Chiesa, 
Faustino AspriUa, the ex-New- 
castle Cokanhian, and Hernan 
Crespo and Abel Balbo, Batis- 


tuta's Argentinian understud- 
ies. But, best of all, sitting in 
behind the front three is Juan 
Sebastian Veron, the superb 
Argentinian playmaken 
Parma come into this game 
following a 3-1 defeat at Bor- 
deaux in the first-leg of their 
Uefe Cup quarter-final tie on 
Tuesday, a tie in which Male- 
sani controversially rested 
players with this game - for 
which the injured French in- 
ternational midfielder Alain 
Bogbossian may be replaced 
by Stefano Fiore - in mind. 

T omor ro w Bari v Irtt-majOrtate Bologna 
v ventrta: Cagtofl w Vicenza.- Heremlna v 

F%mu.UbovSaleniicana:fi»Jn*Placefca; 

Perugia v EmpotJ: udlnese v Roma, 
i nlgm: Sampdoifs v Juvenoo. 


ST JOHNSTONE’S Alan Ker- 

naghan and Motherwell's Ged 

Brennan are two of a kind; both 
suffered rejection at Man- 
chester City and rebuilt their 
careers north of the border 

They meet in the Scottish 
Cup quarter-final at Fir Park 
today having each been la- 
belled expensive misfits at 
Maine Road, bu< since hailed 
as bargain buys in Scotland. 

Brannan joined City for 
£750,000 from Tranmere. but 
was viewed as a utility player 
and never established a regu- 
lar position in the starting 
line-up and was sold for 
£300,000 earlier tins term. 


BY SIMON BUCKLAND 

Kemagharfs decline and 
fell was more dramatic still as 
after signing for City from 
Middlesbrough for £l.6m, the 
Republic of Ireland interna- 
tional centre-half endured ab- 
ject misery His salvation was 
a loan spell to Perth last sea- 
son which prompted a free 
transfer arrangement which 
left City with a financial loss, 
but the player himself with a 
huge psychological boost 

Ironically, the moment Ker- 
naghan knew his Maine Road 
djijs, were numbered was^ when 
today’s adversary Brannan, a 


midfielder, was preferred to 
him in at the heart of defence. 

Kernaghan said: “I can re- 
late to wbat happened to Ged. 
He thought his career was on 
the up when he moved from 
‘Dranmere for £750,000 and I 
was thinking that way when I 
joined City. But the moves 
backfired badly for us both." 

Saints have reached and 
lost the Scottish League Cup 
final this season and Ker- 
naghan is optimistic of a rare 
double with a happier out- 
come in May. 

Dundee United’s manager, 
Paul Sturrock, has warned 
his players that too many are 


under-performing too often 
as they prepare to face a 
fourth-round replay against 
Clydebank. He said: H I may 
freshen up the team because 
we need the right attitude and 
work-rate for this one because 
there have been too many 
heartaches lately." 

Dunfermline yesterday 
completed the £170.000 cap- 
ture of Motherwell’s Owen 
Coyle. The 32-year-old had 
been first choice at MotherweE 
and primed to play against St 
Johnstone today. Now he 
should instead make his Pars 
debut at Kilmarnock with the 
bottom dub. Dunfermline. 
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, JACKSON’S WAIT IS OVER P24 • SMITH GUNNING FOR GLORY P3Q 




The world Champion Mika Hakkinen climbs out of his McLaren after crashing dining free practice for tomorrow's Australian Grand Prix. He was second fastest behind his team-mate David Coultirard Report, page 22; AFP 


England prepare to flex muscl 


IT SEEMS almost disrespectful 
to suggest that an England 
pack boasting the better part of 
250 caps needs to prove itself in 
the hum dinging chaos of Laos- 
downe Road this afternoon, 
but the powder-puff perfor- 
mance of the red rose forwards 
against Scotland a fortnight 
ago has transformed today’s 
little set-to with the Bash Street 
tearaways of Ireland into a 
highly significant rite of pas- 
sage. A cohesive, authoritative 
job of work at the sharp end will 
put the current eight safely on 
course for the World Cup. 

Another outbreak of hori- 
zontal pacifism will raise some 
very awkward questions indeed 

Clive Woodward, the visi- 
tors’ coach, has spent much of 
thjs past week talkin g up his 
bench replacements, in partic- 
ular Danny Grewcock and 
Martin Cony, and the message 
has been as dear as a summer’s 


RUGBY UNION 


By CHRIS HEWETT 
in Dublin 

dawn in Galway, unless the in- 
cumbents stand up to be count- 
ed against Paddy Johns’ furious 
emerald enforcers in the most 
eagerly-awaited Ireland-Eng- 
land match for years, Woodward 
will not hesitate to stand them 
down. “There were a number of 
experienced players who foiled 
to do the job against Scotland, 
at least to the standards we’ve 
set ourselves as a squad.” 
Woodward said yesterday. 

i^You can’t have that in4n- 
’’teraational rugby. End of stray” 
Fortunately for Woodward's 
Grand Slam ambitions, his key 
personnel have literally been 
here before. Back in 1997. when 
the Irish hard men strongly 
fancied their chances of giving 
England a serious hurry-up in 


front of the boisterous Dublin 
support, they found Jason 
Leonard, Tim Rodber and an 

ing pin pH Rirtor d TTfll in niHitoat 

mood. Leonard, in particular, 
had been stung by impertinent 
suggestions of his declining 
powers and, thus motivated, 
proved impossible to subdue. 

Two years on. the dear old 
stick picks and chooses his big 
games; indeed, with 68 caps 
safely stowed in his Harlequins 
kitbag he is perfectly entitled to 
plot his own route across the 
increasingly hazar dous land- - 
scape of the international 
game. The question, today "is/ 
whether he has the physical 
wherewithal, not to mentionAe 
desire, to go eyeball to eyeball 
with an implacable Irish front 
row and reassert his old supe- 
riority. On days tike this it 
begins and ends up front 

Ireland’s chances of a first 
victory over England since 1994 


lay in two distinct areas. The 
first is in the front row, where 
the hostile Peter Clohessy and 
the technically proficient Paul 
Wallace provide such an effec- 
tive launch pad for Ertth Wood, 
whose rampant individualism 
remains one of modern-day 
mgh y'g oonmeffing attra cti ons 
The second is in the stands and 
terraces of the oldest, most 
rickety and most wonderfully 
charming intonalional venue of 
then alL The Dublin audience 
is always 16th player On a good 
day. it isA -17th and 18th too. 

*Tm not Sure the Jjans- 
downe Road factor is/qiritfe 
what it was," confessed Donald 
Lenihan, the Irish team man- 
ager; whose own long and ho- 
noured career in the emerald 
engine-room was marked by 
more than one Dublin triumph 
over the mainlandere. “To be 
honest with you, when you play 
as we fid two years ago and 


lose by 40 points, you don’t de- - 
serve the support of the crowd. 
So we hare to earn that support 
and the way to do that is to give 

them, something to shout about 
in the first 10 minutes or so. 
They’d get right behind us 

then, for sure.” 

In Woodward's opinion, pro- 
fessionalism has diluted the 
home venue effect 

“IFs easier to play at home, 
obviously hut in an era of full- 
time players and coaches, there 
is no excusefornot coping with 
the particular atmosphere gen- 
erated m :• Edinburgh, -/Cz^tSflr' 
Paris or Auddand- Or- here in'- 
Dublin, ofcburse.it wasafif- 
fiofl t placetopfayinjmydaymd. 
iFs not easy runt bull would ex- 
pect us to do the right things in 
the right places of the field 
wherever we happen to be." 

■ One person who was in 
Dublin yesterday -in the Eng- 
land teambotdinKminey-was 


limy Underwood, the Newcas- 
tle wing. Woodward insisted 
there was nothing to be read 
into his late arrival, however 
“Tbny is just about the only se- 
nior Englan d player we haven’t 
picked fix- either the interna- 
tional side or the A team and 1 
want to keep him involved," he 
explained. “Of course, he’d be 
handy cover in the event of an 
outbreak of ’fiu.” And had there 
been an outbreak of ’flu? “No,” 
insisted the coach. 

“Everyone’s fit and firing.” 
Mmfygn.. . 


to fire afctfpm; today the Irish 
wifi base -them fix- afternoon 
tea: But /the .states, are -suffl- - 
riently high to bring the red 
rose blood to boiling point and 
given their recent record- 15 
tries in their last six visits to 
Dublin - the odds favour an- 
other step towards a record fifth 
successive Triple Crown. Just 


*£ IRELAND v ENGLAND 

at Lansdowne Road. Dublin 

C O’Shea .....(London Irish) 15 M Perry 

J Bishop. {London Irish) 14. D 

KMaggs (Bath) 13 J 

R Henderson (Wasps). 12 J 1 

G Dempsey (Tereriurej 11 D 

D H miy hrey s .. (Dungannon) 10 P 
C McGnJiuiess .(St Mary's) 9 K Bracken 

P aohessy-Pfoung Munster) 1 J Leonard — 

K Wood (Harlequins) 2 R Cocker ni 

P Wallace .........(Saracens) 3 D Garfor 

P Johns ....(Saracens, capt) 4 M Johnson 

J Davidson. (Castries) 5 T Rodber 

P O’C uluneaga ln ./.-.(Sale) 6 R 

A Ward (Ballynahiriefi) 7 - N Backer. ~(Leke 

V <rtste!Io;./..;..(5t Maryts):^ L Daliagtto ...(Vtasps. 




iupniiuuwi. 16WB«al **-— 
ton): 17 H Cut V_ „ 

mb (Northampton/: 19 ~ 
(Leicester): 20 D Oiiii mco Ji 

(B*hi; 22 n 


Referee: P O'Brien (New Zealand) Kick-off: 4.0 (BBC!) 
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ACROSS 

1 stiff communication?^) 


admitted byhoqatal - 
American (7) 

U Endless satire in press (4) 

12 Bonnet of RR?(5) 

13 Vhindaughterin 
Corsica, eg. (4) 

16 Being disposed in 
the end to expect toe 
denouement (7) 

17 Repair worker 


Friday’s solution 


HUESU UULIUUULJkJ 

acjiaGJhJLiuu 

aniiRHuHaejiiiuBuuuaiii 

d e d la mm s q 
acauiDuUEiiiia ejiikjq 

U U Ei Ui fcl LU 
aaaiauBu uaiuuiLau 
u u u a ci u 

uauaan mauEiinu 
a ei ej u ta u 
aaiiu auuiaiiuuuua 
ERiuaiatttttii 
pOEJBUBLJQmHLJauaa 

SijBaDLijnaa aauu 


Last Saturday’s solution 


uiiamuuLi uuiauuJLHUju 

iilfcJUCJUlflEiCJ 

aaHuuejLauu Haaiaia 

UQlllldQblUli! 

uauuiai^u uiluuuul: 
a in li (j m u u 
aauau hukoueeu 

lil □ U D 111 Li 
BtilBUUlUHU UtilUUU 
LU U U □ H tel ki 

umaauMia uhgbuuis 

U13HUJI1UUKI 
HUiiidBi BaHHcjciaau 
aUiSIHLiULILI 
uuiaaaGiuLi aauiamBi 


nothing found here (7) 

18 One failing to secure a 
place on a course 14-3) 

21 Disengage from 

pawnbroker mostly when 
taking pawn (7) 

23 New article on poem, 
not sophisticated (4) 

24 Question two fellows 
about a drink (51 

25 Beginners' course? (4) 

28 Journalist one included in 
special team to act as go- 
between (7> 

29 One officer removing 
feQow acting suspiciously 


m opening (7) 

30 Unsuccessful entrant in 
junior Miss Aylesbury 
contest? (4Ji) 


DOWN 

1 Idiot has broken special 
instrume n t (7) 

2 Chilly introductions from 

nnri lmighf meeting 

king (4) 

3 Article on batting held 
bycri&etsktetobe 
biased (7) 

4 Oneway to obtain 
inspiration (7) 

5 Gtrus fruit extract found 
in jug - HnwaHp (4) 

6 See Greek with American, 
an old lady (7) 

7 Designation used to 
fisto^uish sane Pitcairn 
Islaaders? (9,4) 

8 Records covering exercise 
in cannery condemned 
fiery cotHfiment (7,6) 

14 Story about important 
dietaiy constituent (5) 

15 Put on etectridly supply in 
hospital department (5) 

19 Noisy party -son gets 
dreadful hiding (7) 

20 Recently ar rived, y ou’ve ini- 
daSy missed getting mlo 
North Ameriranumon CD 

21 Strip of doth? (7) 

22 Fredyadm ktingwcmestfs 

w yifiimli nn in p mmtv 
needs a tut of guidance (7) 

26 Change for Flaubert charac- 
ter- no p&sanal problem (4) 

27 Southern France crEaly in 
1501(4) 


Nicknames for the new era 


THE POWERS that be in Eng- 
lish cricket have become “des- 
perately obsessed with 
gimmickry” and have resorted 
to promotional techniques that 
are “rather sad" according to 
Matthew Engel, the editor of 
Wisden, cricket’s bible, said 
yesterday. 

Engel was speaking after 
the English Cricket Board re- 
leased a list of nicknames that 
will be used by the country’s 
county teams during this sea- 
son's new Sunday league com- 
petition. In Division One, plain 
old Yorkshire - perhaps in- 
spired by the international 
side's defeat in The Ashes and 
hoping to rise up into some 
powerful new force - have be- 
come Ybrkshire Phoenix, whfle 
in Division Two, Durham have 
suddenly become Dynamos. 

Elsewhere, Gloucestershire 
have become Gladiators, Not- 
tinghamshire have become 


BY NICK HARRIS 

Outlaws and Sussex have be- 
come Sharks. 

The new initiative was the 
brainwave of the ECB’s mar- 
keting department “This sea- 
son the idea is to reinforce the 
new aspects of the new league 
and introduce nicknames that 
will be relevant to young sup- 
porters,'’ a spokesman said. 
“If s good from a marketing and 


DIVISION ONE 

1 Essex Eagles 

2 Gloucestershire Gladiators 

3 Hampshire Hawks 

4 Kent (no nickname announced) 

5 Lancashire Lightning 

6 Leicestershire Poxes 

7 Warwickshire Bears 

8 Worcestershire Royals 

9 Yorkshire Phoenix 


PR point of view,” he added, 
saying that counties had been 
encouraged, not forced, to 
choose nicknames. 

The only comity that has so 
far resisted the urge to pick a 
snazzy moniker is Kent, al- 
though a spokeswoman for the 
county denied that it was be- 
cause they felt the idea was in- 
appropriate and added that a 
name would be chosen soon. 

The ECB spokesman said 
that counties might become 
closer to their supporters due 


DIVISION TWO 

1 Derbyshire Scorpions 

2 Durham Dynamos 

3 Glamorgan Dragons 

4 Middlesex Crusaders 

5 Northamptonshire Steelbacks 

6 Nottinghamshire Outlaws 

7 Somerset Sabres 

8 Surrey Lions 

9 Sussex Sharks 


to the nicknames, because fens 
wOl be able to idenifymore 
strongly with their side. 

Such logic is likely to be 
given short shrift amongst tit 
ditkmalists in (he shires. ^ 
flunk (hat if the product’s rigtt 
then people vrill want it," Erigri 

said. “The marketing is fi» 
layer on top of that The people 
running cricket have become 
desperately obsessed with gin# 
mickry.” He added: “If s rather 
sad because nicknames are 
something that evolve- Bris is 
Brea pub being renamed Wbffl 
imposed by a marketi ng de - 
partment it tends not to work 
If s harmless but rather sad" 

In the new competition,. . 
which replaces the one-divi- 
sion Sunday league, matches 
wfll be played over 45 ewe® 

rather than 40, moving doserte- . 
the standard 50 overs used in 
one-d^y internationals. Crazee; . 

Cricket anyone? 


The first fire correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive hardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotation. 
Answers and winners' names will be published next Saturday Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword. P 0. Box Wia, Tbe Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London Ei4 5BL. Please use the box 
number and postcode aod ^veyow own postcode. Last weeks win- 
ners: B Pinfield, Porthleven: H Perfect. Totley: A Hargreaves, Hinck- 

ley A Park. Cambridge; K Hey Bdllngton. 



IN MONDAY’S 12-PAGE SPORTS SECTION 


Ken Jones on the magic of Madison Square Garden, 
venue for next week’s world heavyweight title fight 


OPuNahed bf Independent Nawpapcrc (UK) Limited. I Carafe Squire. Canary Wiart Loudon EI4 5DL and pooled ai Mirror Colour Print. Si Albans Rood, Winford 
Bade inimitable bom HaiBTkNeusp&pCtt,0l9R3849fni).S3atd»b March iw RqiwcJma wwxnptrwW. the 0(#« 








How can we help you live your 



Your life can change at any moment. If it does or you think it's about to, come into your Lloyds Bank 
or TSB branch to arrange a Personal Review. For more information call us on 0800 056 0180 



Lloyds TSB 

Your life. Your bank. 
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The real cost of caring 

&ViU the Royal Commission report change the financial facts of care for the old? By Teresa Hunter 


Y ou've just given your 
eldest son a deposit 
for his flat at univer- 
sity. Your daughter 
is off on a school ski- 
ing trip to New Eng- 
land, and you’ve just 
been told that Johnny Junior is head- 
ed for four Threes at Key Stage Two, 
which means you’ll have to find the 
money for school fees in September 
And then mum, who lives with you, 
and owns half your house, has a 
stroke andyourwife says she just can't 
cope. And they say life begins at 40. 

The most difficult act many of us 
face today involves not ju gglin g home 
and work, but counterbalancing the 
* '^smands of different generations. 
'The Royal Commission on Long-Term 
Care, which reported this week, sets 
out a blueprint for resolving many of 
the issues surrounding raring for 
older generations. 

The Royal Commission proposes to 
separate nursing and personal-care 
costs from those for board and lodging. 
Itsuggests that the cost of all help with 
washing dressing, feeding and other 
assistance should be paid for by the 
taxpayer Furthermore, only people 
with assets of £60,000 should be re- 
quired to contribute towards the costs 
of the other so-called “hotel” charges. 

The immediate response this week 
of Frank Dobson, the Health Secretaty 
was that 1 more “informed debate” , 
was necessary. A spokesman for Age - 
Concern says: “Have you seen how 
many people the Commission con- 
sulted? The list is as long and as im- 
£ essive as it could be. There is no one 
\efttotalkto. 

“We have been waiting for five 
years at least for this report Many peo- 
ple have been putting off taking 
decisions about whether to sell their 
parents' home. But its quite dear now 
that this is nothing like th§ final 
chapter to the whole saga.” 

What is the scale of the problem? 
Age Concern estimates that of 
Britain's IQ million retired, only one in 
a 100 will need long-term care before 
the age of 75. Even over that age, and 
up to 84, only 6 per cent might find 
themselves permanently resident in 
a nursing home. But once we hit 85, 
one in four of us will be unable to live 
alone without full-time care, and that 
figure rises each year thereafter. 

Meeting that cost, anything 
between £250 and £400 a week, can 
"jove a huge financial burden for 



Once we hit 85, it is estimated that one in four of us will require fall-time care Nigel Dickinson 


families, and many feel confused and 
resentful about who must foot which 
bills. If you need nursing care follow- 
ing a heart attack, for example, then 
your care will be paid for by the state. 
But if you suffer from Alzheimer’s, you 
have to pay the bill yourself 
If you have assets, induding your 
home, of less than £10,000 you can still 
look to the State for support Between 
£10,000 and £16,000, you must pay 
towards your care. But above that 
ceiling, you are on your own. 


Experts believe the enormous cost 
of implementing the Royal Commis- 
sion's proposals, between £800m and 
£i.2bn a yean will deter the Govern- 
ment from implementing them. 

Yet the insurance industry broadly 
supports the views of campaigners 
that the entire issue must be resolved 
soon. It is, not surprisingly, concerned 
that until this happens, people are not 
buying long-term care insurance. 
Bupa’s Geoff Brown explains: “It 
would be great if the health care part 


of long-term care is free in future as 
it would dramatically cut the cost of 
insuring against nursing-home care. 

“My worry is that far from the 
position being clarified, we are still in 
a limbo, where people are reluctant to 
buy insurance because they don't 
know what they’re insuring against" 

The report is emphatic in its 
rejection of insurance as a remedy for 
the problem, because those who need 
it most are least likely to be able to 
afford it It says: “Private insurance is 


intended to bridge the gap between an 
individual’s income and the cost of 
care. This means that people with 
lower incomes have a bigger gap to 
bridge, so must insure for higher 
amounts. They are therefore less able 
to afford the pre miums. " 

The other insurmountable problem 
is that those who need solutions to 
long-term care needs now, may have 
left it too late for insurance to help, 
though younger people could protect 
themselves by taking out a policy 20 
years before they’re likely to need it 

Yet despite all the concern, only a 
small number of us is likely to need it 
Despite an ageing population, Age 
Concern estimates that onty an extra 
100,000 people will need any full-time 
care with each decade that passes. 

Nevertheless, some 40,000 are 
forced into selling their homes to pay 
for care each yeas even though 70 per 
cent of the 500,000 residents of nurs- 
ing andresidential homes are paid for 
by the State under the present less- 
than-generous regime. 

People who wish to guarantee their 
independence in old age face three 
options: an immediate plan, a bond- 
based plan, or a risk-based plan. An 
immediate plan works like an annuity, 
you hand an insurance company a 
lump sum and it guarantees to make 
payments over an agreed period. 

A bond-based plan is a hybrid 
investment and insurance plan. "You 
invest a substantial lump sum, and 
insurancepremiums are paid from the 
capital growth. 

Finalty a risk-based plan works like 
any other insurance policy onty the 
monthly premiums are somewhat 
higher than with a typical contents 
policy. A 65-year-old woman would 
have to pay £70 per month to buy 
£10,000 of annual cover; or £100 a 
month for an element of index-linking. 
The figures are a little lower far a man. 

The Commission did look at equity 
release schemes, but these are often 
of most profit to the lenders selling 

them. The report concluded that the 
most promising use of equity release 
was where individuals could use their 
homes to buy care, perhaps by 
exchanging one home for another. 

But for families facing tough deci- 
sions now about what to do with mum 
or dad’s home, the best advice 
probably is to sell it and invest the 
proceeds wisely so that income can 
pay for the nursing-home bills. But 

then, who breaks that news to mum? 


Bargain hunter 
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Property of the week 

Didn't we have a lovely time 

Tregarne, a three-bedroom detached house near 
Bangor, on Anglesey, was built by the owner's 
grandfather in 1910. It looks fatchingly exotic with its 
pink-washed walls and graceful clump of small palm 
trees. An oil-fired Aga in the breakfast room supplies 
the hot water as well as being used for cooking and 
there are tiled fireplaces, built-in cupboards and a good 
old-fashioned boxroom. Vegetables come from the 
garden and water from a well, pumped into the 
domestic system, but there’s mains drainage and 
electricity. Outside there is a garage block, with store 
and hayloft above. £10,000 has just been kno cked off the 
price, making it now £119,000. Details from Dafydd 
Hanty (01348 371212). 

Rosalind Russell 

Car of the week 

Your Papa wouldn’t like It 

Hie all new Renault Clio arrived last spring. Strong 
sales and the endorsement of Vic, Bob and Nicole meant 
that many overlooked the fact the car didn’t have the 
sparkle of the original. The bug-eyed styling was not as 
cheeky as before, although this was a much more 
comfortable, spacious and better-built model than before. 
Even so, this Renault is not a state-of-the-art superminL 
However; when introduced, pricing was' competitive, as 
the new model undercut the old by £1,000. At Renault 
Ilford (0181-276 5040) it fa possible to do the same again 
with nil-mileage, 1999 S-registered examples at £7.695 
(cost new £8,770). They started with 11 Grande models 
and now have two. Hurry whilst stocks last 

JAMES RUPPERT 

Deal of the week 

Caps In hand 

Eddie George may not have done mortgage borrowers 
any favours this month when he refused to lower 
interest rates any further: But that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t good home-loan deals around Savill Private 
Finance, has launched a range of two-year capped-rate 
deals, with rates ranging between 3.1 per cent to 529 per 
cent on loans above £100,000. The difference in rates 
depends on whether borrowers are prepared to accept 
redemption penalties, which range from seven months’ 
interest until March 2004 on the 3.1 per cent deal to no 
penalty at all on the 529 per cent one. The middle option 
of a 5.1 per cent cap involves a seven-month interest 
charge, but only for the duration of the cap itseJfi There 
are arrangment fees of £280, plus a valuation fee of £270. 
No compulsory insurance is needed Call 0171-330 8550. 

NIC ClCUTTI 


Moment of truth for the not so well endowed 

First it was duff personal pensions. Now endowment mortgages, another Eighties fad, have come under fire from regulators. By Andrew Verity 


HOLDERS OF endowment policies 
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if they surrender the policies after 
five years, it emerged this week. 

The Personal Investment Author- 
ity the financial watchdog, yesterday 

pubfished a survey showing more than 

30 per cent of policies involved a 
monthly savings lapse within five 
years. This comes amid rumours 
that regulators are poised to launch 
an investigation into sales of endow- 
nr. ,j|s. Some experts suggest that the 
scale of this probe could rival the re- 
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In the report's worst-case sce- 
nario, a saver who paid £60 a month 
into a 25-year with-profits endow- 


ment from Royal & SunAlliance 
(RSA), and enjoyed 7.5 per cent in- 
vestment growth, would get just 
£1,390 back after five years' pay- 
ments - after paying in £3,600. 

According to the survey the worst 
surrender values come, in ascend- 
ing orden from RSA, Allied Dunbar; 
Abbey Life, Marine & General, Re- 
liance Mutual and Axa Sun Lite All 
of them will pay back less than 
£2^00 from the £3,600 contributed 

Why are they such poor value? 
The costs of proriding the polity - 
the biggest element of which is the 
sales parson’s commission - are 
loaded into upfront charges which 
come out in the earty years, ff you 
buy an endowment from an inde- 


pendent financial advisee the com- 
mission alone will eat up at least 90 
per cent of the first year’s premiums. 
For successfully persuading one 
customer to pay £100 a month into 
a 25-year endowment, the adviser 
gets over £1,000. 

If you buy it from a company rep - 
iwaiMl^ thefj^ftfadCTS^ thfltlcnnri^ 

on the dooi; or phones after getting 
yoaruarnefccm a customer -the com- 
mission fa on average £1284. 

But the most expensive seflere of 
mortgage-finked endowment policies 
are so-called “appointed representa- 
tives 77 - estate agents, solicitors, 
banks and bidding societies. 

Because they can bring a large 
chunk of business to the insurance 


company issuing the endowment, 
they ean demand higher commis- 
sions. For selling you a 25-vear, 
£L00-a-month endowment an estate 
agent will on average snatch £1,524 
of your savings. (Selling a repayment 
mortgage, on the other hand, wQl 
only earn the agent around £200.) It 
is this upfront cost plus other 
charges, which causes the poor sur- 
render value. 

Insurers argue that buyers sign 
up for a 25-year contract and should 
not expect value for money if they 
break it At maturity the policies can 
pay handsome rewards. By paying 
£60 a month to RSA for the whole 25 
years - a total of £18,000 -the saver 
can expect £34,000 back 


But surveys have also shown that 
only a minority of savers actually 
make it to maturity. Thny Holland, the 
PIA’s ombudsman, has pointed out 
that the causes of lapsing (most 
commonly unemployment and di- 
vorce) are rarely within the policy- 
holder's control. And consumer 
groups argue that the third of poli- 
cyholders who lapse rarely do so be- 
cause they are feckless: it is usually 
because they simply can not afford it. 

The suspicion fa growing that the 
sale of endowments too often has 
more to do with commission than with 
good advice. Which? this week pub- 
lished the fiifoing erf a mystery shop- 
ping expedition. It found nine out of 
45 firms of financial advisers gave 


poor advice. And in many cases the 
advice was to buy an endowment 

In one particularly bad example, 
a firm of solicitors in Notting- 
hamshire gave specific advice to an 
undercover researcher after just a 
couple of minutes - without con- 
ducting a fact-find required by reg- 
ulators. The recommendation was 
an unnecessary endowment that 
would have cost the researcher 
£1,560 in commission. 

Worse, the amount of money gen- 
erated by endowments is set to falL 
Actuaries, the professionals who de- 
ride the level of annual bonus paid to 
holders of endowments, are predict- 
ing that payouts will halve over the 
next 10 years because of the climate 


erf lower inflation and interest rates. 
Fbr those who bought policies on the 
baas erf rapid investment growth, this 
could mean they are caught short 
when the mortgage falls due. 

While some companies have, on 
their own initiative, contacted cus- 
tomers to warn them of this possi- 
bility, others have not Policyholders 
concerned about the issue should 
contact their insurer to find out 
whether they may suffer a shortfall 
fa the meantime, Ihe Financial Ser- 
vices Authority the City’s leading reg- 
ulator has launched a probe into 
posable nas-seffing of endowments 
- still sold wilh a third (fail mortgages. 
So far it is refusing to say whether it 
will tell the public its findings. 


STANDARD LIFE BANK’ 



your hands on a greet rate. 


Ability to 'pool' your savings 
with family/ . .. 
or friends to earn more, interest 
Consistently hig^i’iiiterest; rates 


Choice of 50 Day Notice or 
Direct Access Savings Account 

Convenience of telephone banking 
No minimum deposit. 


0345 55 56 57 


PHONE UN ES OPEN MOHOAY-FMOAY BAM-4PM. SATURDAY SAM-SPM 

hgp^A»wwJtandjrdlltebM*.ctBi 



-ihm ifeAjaEn fawn* im leHgi* ferfciiH feMbt Ite jnd v*m to incisae wo^ 

<aeenn»idnan^i^3«»qi^a ^ hoa;i*c»alcaa»iigi«<lpBgitCHAW»«iid | »afc 


nafltKdHpdIwnitoMte* 
itatHAf' 


& 


n • 



T 









I I S' 3 5“S *. K 9 w w 



the independent 

Saturday 6 March 1999 



SEVEN OR eight years ago, 
at the height of the housing 
market's recession, between 
50,000 and 70,000 home- 
owners each year were 
forced to hand back the keys 
of their properties. 

The combination of 
repossessions, negative 
equity and their implications 
for home-owners became 
emblematic of how the 
Thatch erite vision had gone 
sour for a vast swathe of the 
UK population. I have no 
doubt that this played a part 
in New Labour's 1997 
election victory. 

Fast-forward to the new 
millennium and another set 
of people, up to 40,000 a yean 
also forced to sell their 
homes. Not because they 
can't pay for the home itself, 
that was probably taken care 
of a decade or two ago, but 
because they cant meet the 
bill for long-term care they 
need in their old age. 

This week, a Royal 
Commission on long-term 
care suggested that while it 
may make sense for old 
people to pay for the 
“accommodation" element of 
care (such as their board 
and keep), the state ought to 
cover the cost of the 
“medical" part of it (nursing 
care and suchlike). 

After all as the 
Commission's report puts it 
so effectively, why should 
someone aged 75 who 
suffers a heart attack 
receive free care on the NHS 
while another person 
diagnosed as having 
Alzheimer's Hispjnu* is 
obliged to sell up their home 
to pay for it? 

The Government’s 
response is interesting; “We 
must have more debate on 
the subject," said Frank 
Dobson, the Health Minister; 
as if the Commission’s 
report were not the product 
of long and patient 
discussion between scores of 
experts, including dvil 
servants, insurance 
companies, welfare 
organisations and nampaig n 
groups, not to mention older 
people themselves. 

Behind Mr Dobson's 
bluster lies the fact that this 
Government would rather 
not stump up £lbn a year on 
the Commission's proposals. 
Instead, it is prepared to see 
helpless pensioners sell the 
only assets they have to 
finance their own care. 



NIC 

CICUTTI 

It is the young, not 
the elderly, who hco/e 
got a few goes left at 
the ballot box 


Why? Because we’re 
talking about old people who 
are likely to kick the bucket 
any day now and are 
therefore considered to be 
expendable. Clearly, they are 
not important when 
compared to a younger 
generation who might well 
have quite a few goes left at 
the ballot box and who could 
queer New Labour's pitch in 
one of the many marginal 
seats they snatched at the 
last election. 

Except that, as increasing 
numbers of children of older 
people in need of long-term 
care are discovering, it is the 
assets they were expecting 
to inherit that are being sold 
off so that Mummy or Daddy 
can have a nurse in to bathe 
her or him twice a week. If 
that happened to me. I think 
I might get a bit upset with 
New Labour. 

The solution, as dearly 
outlined in the Royal 
Commission's report, is to 
ensure that the care side is 
met by taxation, leaving the 
rest to be paid for by 
pensioners themselves. The 
bill becomes more 
manageable and can be met 
in a combination of ways, 
including higher pension 
savings. LTC insurance, 
income from a PER an ISA 
or whatever 

The important point is to 
stop pretending that “more 
discussion" means not 
taking action now. Ebr most 
people, a house move takes 
place on a Saturday. As you 
read this column, a further 
750 people may be taking a 
last look around the home 
they lived in most of their 
lives in and shutting the door 
behind them forever How 
much longer does Mr 
Dobson want this to go on? 


Smart Alex seeks stability 


financial Makeover 


NAME: ALEX BARKER AGE: 26 OCCUPATION: FREELANCE JOURNALIST 


S ince graduating last 
June, Alex has had a 
number of short-term 
contracts, managing to 
find work most of the 
time. Although he has a 
mild disability, he is keen to be 
independent and would Eke to buy his 
own home. 

Living in the Midlands, he can buy 
a flat suitable for his requirements 
for £27.000 to £30,000. With earnings 
of £8,000 to £ 10,000 per year he could 
afford mortgage payments on such 
a property. 

His parents, ETorian and Brian, are 
keen to help out Their thoughts were 
that perhaps they could buy a flat for 
him as a residential investment and 
then rent it out to him at an economic 
rent in lieu of the interest they would 
otherwise have received on the 
monqy used to buy the flat 



The adviser 

Ray Boulger technical manag er at 
John Charool, independent mort- 
gage and financial advisers (0800 
718191, wwwjohndiarcoLco.uk). 


The advice 

The nature of Alex's earnings and the 
fact that he has only been working 
for a few months means it would not 
be feasible to obtain a mortgage with 
a good interest rate for him at the 
present time - assuming the mort- 
gage was arranged in his name with 
no one else being involved. 

Florian and Brian Barker want to 
help Alex but without putting the rest 
of the family at too much of a disad- 
vantage, bearing in mind he is not 
their only child. 

Using around £30,000 of their cap- 
ital to buy a house might have that 
effect Because it would be treated 
as their second property they would 
be liable to pay capital gains tax on 
any profits over £ 6,800 made on the 
flat when it is sold. As they some- 
times utilise all of their annual cap- 
ital gains exemption this is a point 
not to be overlooked. 

While the amounts involved are 
not huge, it would not be possible to 
dam Miras relief if the property was 
purchased as an inv e stment 

The fact that Mr and Mrs Barker 
would be taxed on the rental income 
would merely put them In a similar 
position to the one they would have 
been in had they received interest 

An alternative approach would be 






Since graduating, Alex has ‘found that life as a freelance journalist does not guarantee a regular income 


to have the flat purchased in Alex's 
name with his parents acting as 
guarantors. Honan and Brian are 
ideally suited to do this as their own 
mortgage is now only £ 6 , 000 . 

It would be sensible to limit Alex’s 
mortgage to 90 per cent in order to 
avoid paying mortgage indemnify 
premium and providing that Alex 
does not have any significant breaks 
in employment, he should be able to 
afford paying the mortgage from 
his own income. 

I would recommend that a mort- 
gage should be taken out with the 
Halifax, partly because Halifax will 
consider guarantor mortgages up to 
90 per cent in situations such as this, 
but also because the Barkers’ own 
mortgage is with the Halifax 

Among the deals current^ avail- 
able, Halifax is offering a L45 per cent 
discount to the end of April 2001. an 
effective payment rate of 55 percent 
On a £25,000 loan this means pay- 


ments of £149.61 for a repayment loan 
or £107.25 on interest-only. There are 
no penalties and noarrangementfee. 

Alternatively. Halifax is offering a 
rate of 535 per cent fired to April 
2004. Redemption penalties are on a 
six-year sliding scale, from 6 to 1 per 
cent There is a £295 booking fee. 
Monthly repayments an a repay- 
ment mortgage are £14738 or £10432 
on interest only. 

A key factor in determining which 
is more suitable will be whether the 
stability in payments offered by a 
fixed rate is important to Alex, bear- 
ing in mind that there will be 
redemption penalties within the 
fixed-rate term. 

• Halifax gives a cashback of £250 
towards the valuation fee and legal 
costs. As Alex’s mortgage will be 
quite small, this is equivalent to a 
eashback of about 1 per cent ' 

One further benefit of arranging 
the mortgage in Alex’s name is that 


be will obtain Miras relief With a 
mortgage of around £25,000 this will 
provide a w orth w hile saving. 

It is difficult to be precise about 
which type of mortgage repayment 
method would be the most appro- 
priate. However; a repayment mort- 
gage or a with-profits endowment 
mortgage would be the two options 
worth considering. 

Whatever type of mortgage re- 
payment method Alex decides on I 
would strongly recommend that he 
has life insurance and critical illness 
cover for the mortgage. In view (rfhis 
mfld physical cfisabilityitislik^lythat 
there would be some exclusions on 
a critical illness polity 

However; there should be no prob- 
lem in getting cover for most of the 
conditions normally included, in- 
chiding tbe main risks of heart attack, 
ktroke and cancer: 

In the event that bis disability had 
an impact on the premium for life in- 


surance and critical illness cover it ' 
would have a much smaller impact'.:^ 
on the premium for an endowment 
policy than it would for a straight ‘ ^ 
term policy. This is just one factor f 
which may be relevant in determin- ’ 
ing which repayment method is : .:- 
more appropriate for Alex. 

Finally, there is the question of ... 
pension provision. Normally my. 
advice would be that one should 
start making pension provisions as 
soon as is possible. However; Alexis. 
still young and is hoping to get a - 
permanent job in the near future, --^ 
which could well be with a company 
which offers its own company 
pension scheme. 

I would recommend that Alex 
defers making any pension contri- ..... 
button for the time being as, with his ~ 
curtent' income situation, it would •: .. - 
seem inappropriate at this stage to , . 
start making contributions to a reg ... 
ular premium personal pension. 
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Legal & General have 
tracked down the leading 
companies in Europe 



Now you can share in the success that has seen 
65.37%* growth in just over two years 


A HIGH YIELD BOND FUND DESIGNED TO CONTROL RISK 


7 R°/° 

faVPA 

TAX FREE 


wmf 


NEW LAUNCH • FIDELITY EXTRA INCOME PEP 


njitaidy ipptadif ad 

lie nib»i to atm? 
i-faarnr 11* cdur ti ox 
icfa wd i&paiJoG km c 
ufrnksl .Brumes, a. 

n, adan 1 mr 

ratuun an rue dr 
nlw J onr»- 


Tne Legal & General European 
Index-Tracking PEP is a low cost 
way to share in the potential 
growth of the leading European 


Nokia and KLM. 
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Wiih intiivsi rati.**, tilling. it‘> noi surprc-inj; High Yield Corporate 
Bond PEP. .ire ail die ragr. Bui before you male your decision ensure you 
check our Fidelity's new PEP What mokes us believe were so extra 
specuil 7 Tin’ .in>Aivr i*> a PEF that’s designed to gnr you an csoraaied 
p a. tax fav without taking undue risks with your money. 

Unlike some or our competitors, we don't take bets on the direction 
of interest rates or inflation figures - it’s just too easy to get wrong 
Instead we line an award -winning team of over 60 analysts and fund 
managers loudly dedicated ro investigating the credit worthiness and risk 
ol companies whose bonds wc might buy. 

We believe no -one has a lugger team of bond expens In the highly 
speeuhsed held of high yield bond investment there' s no substitute lor this 
scale of research. Our Fidelity Extra Income PEP has a special fixed price 


offec but only unni E ~rh March. 5o call now for your iairnch pack or speak 
ro your IFA. We'll also send you our fare PQvsAHaniNEwrotM.scun 

guide bo investing for income, which derails 0800414171 
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By tracking the top companies 
in the 15 largest stock markets 
across Europe (.excluding the UK1 
Legal & General can take advantage 
of the excellent opportunities 
available to make your investment 
work harder for you. In fact, with 
the European Index-Tracking PEP 
you'll be investing in some of the 
most successful names in Europe 
Including BMW. Nestle, Bayer. 
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Because Legal & General has one 
of the lowest charges for an 
overseas PEP on the market and 
makes no Initial charges for lump 
sum investments it means more of 
your money is put to work straight 
away. And year after year low 
charges mean more of your money 
is reinvested to give you a greater 
potential return. What’s more. 

Legal & General have no 
withdrawal charges, so you can 
access your money at any time 
without penalty. 

So, to take advawage of low 
charges and the growth potential 
of investing in some of the 
leading companies in Europe, 
call now for further 
details about the 
Legal & General 
European Index- 
Tracking PEP. 
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WHERE IS MILLION INVESTORS PVT THEIR TRUITT 


Dale of birth 


7W So Home. 
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A prescription 
for good health 

m i k 

^Our thir d article on personal welfare states looks at healthcare 
plans that pay for ‘free’ NHS treatment. By Andy Couchman 


E ye tests, glasses, 
dental check-ups 
and treatment, and 
prescriptions. They 
are all examples of 
how our “free” NHS systen can 
be expensive and, for those 
with famili es, the costs can be 
multiplied for each member of 
the family 

Unless your income is low 
enough to qualify you for gov- 
emmenthelp, keeping healthy 
can be expensive. If you are 
unlucky enough to need hospi- 
rij care, too, then while the 
treatment itself is likely to be 
free, the additional travel and 
other costs quickly add up. 

Add in the occasional phys- 
iotherapy session and it is dear 
that free health is any thing 
but Bbr many people who do 
not want or cannot afford, pri- 
vate medical insurance, there 
is an alternative. 

Healthcare cash plans, pre- 
viously known as hospital cash 
funds, can trace their roots 
back to the 1870s. As industri- 
al Britain grew. Victorian 
philanthropists helped set up 
hospital funds for workers who 
each paid id a week for the 
right to treatment at their local 
hospital 

They knew that unless they 
< |ved in this way, they would be 
finable to afford to pay for treat- 
ment, and no treatment meant 
no job; and no job meant that 
the whole family was put atrisk. 

Some Saturday funds, so 
called because subscriptions 
were collected on Saturdays - 
payday- are still in existence 
today. Ftor many though, the 
coming of the new NHS in 1948 
saw the old ideals of self-help 
swept aside and replaced by the 
all-embracing nationalism of 
the early post-war years. 

Todqy, the sector has rebuilt 
itself and over six million peo- 
ple are now covered by health- 
care cash plans. The market is 
worth around £250m a year 
and growing rapidly as politi- 
cians rediscover the third way 
that the Victorians foresaw 
*er a century ago. 

: Insurance companies, too, 
are moving in, partly in 
response to private medical 
insurance pr emiums that con- 
tinually outpace both inflation 
and some customers' ability to 
pay them, especially as they 
grow older 

BUPA, WPA and BCWA 
Healthcare all offer cash plans, 
as do commercial insurers 
such as Norwich Union Health- 
care. Even retailers do, since 
Boots the Chemists launched a 
plan underwritten by Royal & 
SunAlliance last year. 

Cash plans, with their fixed 
benefit limits, typically do not 
suffer high-cost inflation. 
Where once, long hospital stays 
meant fat payouts for those 
unlucky enough to be ill, nowa- 
L ,^s it is the healthy who often 
benefit most Many plans will 
pay half the cost of dental and 
optical care. 

Anyone who has a six- 
monthly dental check-up. a 
biennial eye test and new glass- 
es or contact lenses can already 



THIS TIME next week, we will all be 
digesting or depending on how we 
have been hit by it, in digesting the 
Budget Whatever comes out of 
Tuesday's performance by Gordon 
Brown, history is already delivering its 
verdict on him. He may be haianping 
the Government's books but this 
Chancellor is one of life’s 
complicators, increasing the number 
of taxes we all have to pay and 
broadening the circumstances under 
which we have to pay them. But could 
you do any better? 

Short of winning the next election, 
you may now install yourself in a 
virtual Number 1L, Downing Street, 
thanks to a joint venture by the 
Institute of Fiscal Studies and the 
Bristol-based Institute for Learning 
and Research Technology. Their 
virtual-economy model is based on the 
Treasury's own economic model and is 
a development of the IFS’s past 
website offering which allowed you to 
“Be Your Own Chancellor'’. 

This new model is actually based 
around the Chancellor’s Downing 
Street house and office. On the ground 
floor is the Chancellor’s Office, with an 
introduction to the virtual economy; 
the first floor has case studies about 
the impact of changes to the economy 
on people, business and governments; 



Internet 

Investor 

Robin Amlot 


the second floor is dedicated to the 
different economic variables in the 
model with advice, explanations, 
worksheets and relevant economic 
theories; the third floor is a library of 
economic theory and a glossary; and 
the fourth floor is the economic model 
itself, where you can change what you 
like and see the effect on the economy. 

When you have had your fun and 
wrecked the virtual economy by 
juggling too vigorously with tax rates, 
while you may not agree with what 
Gordon Brown does, you may have 


new respect for the problems facing 
Chancellors of all political hues.' 

A couple of weeks ago, I was telling 
you about Vfrgizuiet's plans to offer 
free Internet access. In addition to 
this, it has now announced plans to 
offer an online personal finance 
channel. It is unlikely to appear for a 
couple of months, but the channel will 
include interactive facilities such as 
mortgage and tax calculators, and 
independent advice on investments, 
mortgages and pensions. Given 
Virgin's position as a provider of 
financial services, any advice claiming 
to be independent will have to be seen 
dearly to be exactly that 

For the time being, if you want to 
use an independent financial adviser 
but don’t know how to get in touch 
with one, check out IFA Promotion's 
website. The organisation exists 
mainly to signpost consumers towards 
IFAs. You fill in an online form and you 
will be e-mailed the de tails of three 
IFAs nearest to you, together with a 
voucher for a free initial consultation. 

Virtual Economy: 

unmv. bized.cic. uk/virtual/econ omyi 

IFA Promotion: wimv.ifap.org.uk 

Robin can be reached at 
RobinAmloUfi'aoLcom 


Treatment on the NHS is foil of hidden costs that healthcare plans can cover 


be some way to recouping their 
premiums. If they are unlucky 
enough to need hospital care 
too, the payout could easily 
result to quite a healthy addi- 
tion to their bank balance. 

Cash plans are still available 
from less than £X a week, but 
most people now pay more 
and, as many benefits go 19 in 
line with the premium level 
paid, payouts can be large if you 
choose a more expensive plan. 
Typically people will pay £20 - 
30 a month, but for that a whole 
&m£[y can be covered. 

HSA Healthcare is the 
largest provider with around 
half the market, and offers 
plans from £1.60 a week up to 
£12^0 a week. While the cheap- 
est plan would only pay up to 
£33 a year for dental treat- 
ment, Ihe most expensive ver- 
sion would pay up to £264. In 
both cases, the payout would be 
limited to half the cost and no 
tax is payable on the payment 

A big attraction for older 
people is that premiums do 
not go up with age, and for those 
with families, children are often 
included free, although some 
benefits are lower. 

A straightforward daim can 
be paid out in less than a week 
- something that puts many 
larger insurers to shame. But 


you win need to keep receipts 
and many plans only reim- 
burse half your costs, although 
that does vary betw.een 
providers and between indi- 
vidual benefits. 

On average, 80p in each 
pound of premiums is paid out 
in claims and, as most 
providers are owned by their 
members, if they do make a 
healthy profit, it is medical 
charities that are likely to ben- 
efit Many cash plans are 
regionally based so any chari- 
table donations are likely to 
benefit the local community 
and hospitals. 

Cash plans are not an alter- 
native to private medical 
insurance. The sums paid out 
are usually small and are un- 
likely to be large enough to pay 
private medical bills that can 
ruzf into hundreds of pounds a 
day. There is usually a blanket 
exclusion for all pre-existing 
conditions, and most benefits 
are likely to be subject to a six- 
month qualifying period before 
you can benefit - longer if 
related to pregnancy old age or 
mental il lnass . for example. 

The British Health Care 
Association (BHCA) represents 
most cash plan providers with 
the exception of the largest 
two, HSA Healthcare and 



Each day spent to hospital 

i £30 

Sight tests, glasses etc 

1 £60 

Dental treatment 

: £60 

Specialist consultations 

1 £250 

Maternity 

; £150 

Off work due to illness 

: £70 

Disablement/accidental death 

l £10,000 

Phvsiotherapy/osteopathy/acupuncture 

' £250 

Convalescence 

Paid in full 

Source: BHCA 



Westfield, and commercial 
providers such as Norwich 
Union Healthcare. 

BHCA says that since 1979 
the movement has seen its 
premium income rise from just 
Hfim, and has more than, dou- 
bled in fiie last six years. BHCA 
members now pay over c*m a 
year to charitable causes. 

(To get an idea of the annu- 
al benefits that a weekly pre- 
mium of £l will proride, and 
which usually covers the whole 
family the BHCA has provided 
figures for the box below,) 

Many insurers pay even 
more benefits. HSA Health- 
care now has 21 different ben- 
efits, while Westfield has up to 
17. Norwich Union Healthcare 
takes a different approach - it 
offers up to 12 benefits but 
they indude up to four pre- 
scriptions a year; half the cost 
of private minor surgery by a 
GP and a 24-hour GP helpline. 

There is a wide difference 
between benefits and premi- 
ums between providers so the 
advice, as always, is to shop 
around and make sure that 
you get the benefits you want 
at a premium you can afford. 
Many providers deal (Erect, or 
you could askyour financial ad- 
viser to do the shopping round 
for you, although many have lit- 
tle experience of these plans. 

For a list qf healthcare cash 
plans, call the British Health 
Care Association on 0113 232 
0903. Other cash plan 
providers include: HSA 
Healthcare on 0800 ISO 150; 
Westfield on 0114 250 2000; Nor- 
wich Union HeaWicare on 0870 
900 1008. Andy Couchman is 
publishing editor of Health- 
Core Insurance Report 


PENALTIES IF YOU 
CHANGE THE 
AMOUNT YOU SAVE. 


COMPLEX CHARGES. 


DECIDE TODAY 
WHEN YOU’LL RETIRE. 


SALESMEN 
ON COMMISSION. 


NO PENALTIES - 
SAVE WHAT YOU CAN, 
WHEN YOU CAN. 


SIMPLE, 1% ANNUAL FEE. 


RETIRE WHEN 
IT SUITS YOU. 


SPECIALISTS ON 
A SALARY. 


If you don't believe in penalties for lower contributions from time to time. 
If you don't want to lose up to 67%* of your initial savings in commission and 
charges. If you'd like more flexibility on when you take your pension. If 
you're fed up with hard sell. Why have an old age pension when you can 
have a New Age one? 


CALL US NOW TO FIND OUT MORE. 


0345 94 94 94 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8am - 10pm 
vvwvv.virgir.--dtrect.co.uk 


pension 


Virgin Direct Persona! Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price of units and any income from them can go down as well 
as up and you may not get bade the amount you Invest The basis of tax may change and the tax benefit depends on personal circumstances. For your security 
all calls are recorded and randomly monitored- “Source: Personal Investment Authority 1996 Disclosure Report February 1999. 
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Pensions spoken plainly. 




Ask a straightforward question about our Personal Pensions - or even a complicated one - and well 
give you a straightforward answer. Our experts will give an honest assessment of your current position, 
answer questions or give advice - all by phone. What could be plainer than that? 


Call. Sam-1 Opm. 7 days a week quoting ref: 288D039 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 




SCOTTISH WIDOWS 

Looking good for \<>ur pension. 


Ti.e value oF unit* can go down m well ac up. Future bonus rate* are aoi guaranteed. Further details of our Pension Plans are Included In the produet literature, available from us on request. 

T c , < b Widows mav be recorded or monitored and information or advice will only he provided on Scottish Wldowi products. Issued b? Scottish Widows’ Fund and Life Assurance Society. Regulated by the Perional Investment Authority. 
For vour protection, your calls to S-om s — ■ - 
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Guide to 

With-Profits Bonds 


Obtain higher returns ins 
building society accouf 
rollercoaster ride 



call: 0845 271 1007 


Direct line Rates 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


MORTGAGE RATES 


Standard Variable Rate 6 39% 6.6 % APR (variable) 


3 YEARS FIXED* Until 31st March 2002 
Fixed Rate 5.58% 6.1% APR (variable) 
5 YEARS FIXED** Until 31st March 2004 
Fixed Rate 5.58% 5.9% APR (variable) 


[SAVINGS RATES] 
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0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 
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W here can you 
go for unbi- 
ased infor- 
mation about 
Peps? Get a 
Goldfish Guide for facts, not 
for a hard selL At this time of 
year it can seem as if every- 
one is trying to sell you a Pep. 
Investment companies are 
spending millions on adver- 
tising to win people over to 
their products. But what if you 
want more information before 
you decide if a Pep is rightfor 
you in the first place? 

Fortunately there is a way 
to avoid the hard sell and the 
vested interests of the finance 
industry. You can order an in- 
dependently written Goldfish 
Guide to Peps; there are also 
Goldfish Guides to Mortgages 
and Personal Pensions. 

The Pep Guide explains 
exactly what a Pep is, puts the 
jargon in plain English, has 
some real-life examples of 
how Peps can help investors, 
and offers vital performance 
figures so you can compare 
one Pep company with 
another. There's also a ten- 
point action plan to help you 
find the most suitable 
Pep company 
Because Goldfish Guides 
don't have a Pep of their own 
to sell, you can be assured 
you're getting unbiased in- 
formation. Keen investor 
Tony Mundeila. 48, of Earn- 
ham in Surrey, is a big fan of 
the Guide. He says: “My wife 
and I wanted some back- 
ground information on Peps 
before we decided if it was 
worth us investing. 

“A work colleague said one 
of the other Goldfish Guides 
had been briiiiant when he had 
been comparing all the 
different vacuum cleaners 
and that the company had 
started producing financial 
guides as weU." 

Tony ordered the Goldfish 
Guide to Peps and says it was 
just what he needed.*! liked 
the flow chart that helps you 
work out if you need a Pep, 
and if so, which sort to choose. 
My wife and I now understand 
the subject a lot better, which 
is just what we wanted. We‘re 
also planning to refer back to 
the Guide towards the end of 
the tax year.” 

Goldfish Guides are written 


NEVER LET it be said that 
the world of investment is 
not fashionable. We 
embrace fashion in a way 
that can be quite 
disconcerting to those 
who believe we are all pin- 
striped suits and brogues. 

The Square Mile buzzes 
with trends. Remember 
when investment 
professional were value 
investors? Value is still a 
buzz-word, however, 
especially with 
“shareholder'’ in front It 
is what 1990s 
management is all about 

Stand up as the chief 
executive and announce 
you will be delivering 
shareholder value and 
immediately all the 
analysts present will be 
looking at which 
subsidiaries you will be 
selling and trying to 
calculate how much 
money you can return by 
way of a special dividend. 
What with that and share 
buybacks it is no wonder 
we have too much money 
chasing too little stock. 

It is interesting to look 
through the list of recent 
special dividend 
declarations. Two new 
banks, Woolwich and 
Halifax, are returning 
money to their 
shareholders while Royal 
& Sun Alliance has joined 
the queue this week. 

And Unilever one of 
Europe's leading 
companies, has a cash pile 
so big that, were it to be 
floated as a separate 
company, it would be tug 
enough for inclusion in the 
FTSE index by merit of 
size alone. 

Vou canno t help but 
wonder if the reason for 
this sudden popularity of 
special dividends is that 
these companies cannot 
come up with any 
convincing reasons on 
how to spend the money. 

But why is Royal & 
SunAlIiance not doing 
more? The company is 
operating in an industry 
where consolidation is set 
to continue. Yet its results 
were accompanied with 
the announcement that it 
is to sell the US life 


BEST MORTGAGES 
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Brian 

Tora 

Value has never been 
trendier, especially 
when it is prefixed 
by * shareholder ' 


operation. 

To be fair it has been 
active in acquiring 
operations elsewhere. 
Perhaps it would be 
unwise, therefore, to 
consider that the firm may 
have been raising money 
just to enhance 
shareholder value. 

The 48p special 
dividend was well received 
by the market, but what 
would Royal & Sun- 
Alliance do if a major 
acquisition target sailed 
across its bows. The 
company has said that it 
can always return to 
shareholders for financial 
muscle, so perhaps we 
must accept that 
delivering shareholder 
value is yet another short- 
term consideration. After 
all, imagin e sitting on all 
that rash and not finding 

something to do with it 
swiftly. You can almost 
hear the howls from the 
investment community. 

Personalty I would look 
elsewhere if I were to 
back the insurance sector 
Perhaps CGU appears a 
better bet But both 
should benefit from any 
upturn in rates, which 
Royal & Sun Alliance 
believes will now take 
place. CGU has a little 
more street cred, but you 
won’t get a hefty special 
dividend later this spring. 

Brian Tbra is head of the 
asset management 
division of Greig 
Middleton 
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KEY FACTS 

Goldfish Guides - all the information you need. 

More than 150,000 people have already found out how 
useful Goldfish Guides can be - look below to see the wide 
range of subjects covered. 

Remember, each Guide is written by an independent 
expert and Es updated regularly. 

They can save you time and money - by explaining what 
to look for when you are shopping around for the best deal. 
They’re foil of information and they’re free. 




ORDER YOUR FREE GOLDFISH GUIDES TODAY 


Financial Services titles 

• Pensions 

• Mortgages 




Tony MuodeDa found all the Pep information he needed In a Goldfish Guide 


Peps uncovered 

Goldfish Guides are written by indepen dent experts and aim to 
help readers understand their choices in clear and simple language 


Domestic appliance titles 

• Washers/dryers 

• Vacuum Cleaners 

• Bufft-in cookers 

• Free-standing cookers 


Home Improvement titles Computer titles 

• Central hearing • Notebooks and laptops 

■ Replacement windows/doors • PCs and printers 

• Conservatories. • Internet access 

Home entertainment titles Vehicle tides 


Hi-fi separates 
Digital, TVs and VCRs 


• Small cars 

• Family cars 

• Small vans 

• Large vans 


by independent experts and 
aim to help readers under- 
stand their choices in clear 
and simple language. 

'My wife and I now 
understand the sub- 
ject a lot better, 
which is just what 
we wanted 5 


The Guides should save 
you time and money when you 
start shopping around be- 


cause you’ll know what to 
look for and what to avoid to 
get the best deaL The three fi- 
nancial guides make vital 
reading, whether you plan to 
take out a Pep, personal pen- 
sion or mortgage - or if you 
want to check that the finan- 
cial products you hold are 
worth keeping 
The Guides are regularly 
updated. They're indepen- 
dent, and they’re available to 
everybody. So order your free 
Goldfish Guides today. Flora 
frill list of all the other Gold- 
fish Guides, look at the adja- 
cent coupon. And remember. 


if you're going to make the You need unbiased, clearly 
most of your money you need presented facts. Get them 

to make an informed decision from a Goldfish Guide, 
about what you spend it on. 


Personal equity 
plan guide 


{ For each guide you request, please tell us when you plan to 
j purchase a new make/model: 

i 

[ Guide choice 

i I 

I ' 

J When you phn to purchase 

j Guide choice 

! 2 

i — 

} When you phn to purchase 

j Guide choice 

! 3 

I — — 

j When you phn to purchase 
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Richard and Nicola, place your bets 

While any form of investment is always a gamble, particularly in today’s financial market, some experts are sticking thei r necks out. 
And two of the biggest names in the business are putting their money where their very big mouths are. By Tony Lyons 

. _r— t. onnna inuoatnK hirt- m 

T he most hotly contested al hind manager; who has spent 
argument among invest- years honing his or her investment 
ment groups at present skills, give a better payback than an 
concerns the relative investment in a passively-managed 
merits of actively-man- fund such as a tracker; where little 


T he most hoQy contested 
argument among invest- 
ment groups at present 
concerns the relative 
merits of actively-man- 
aged funds versus trackers. 

So fierce is the debate that it de- 
scends at times into farce. As evi- 
dence of this, last year Richard 
Branson of Virgin even placed a 
£6,000 bet with Nicola Horlick, of 
SocGen Asset Management, with the 
winner pledging to give the money, 
to a charity of their choice- 

The high-level bet was that a 
£6,000 investment in Virgin's FTSE 
AD Share tracterwffl outperform Ms 
Horiick’s UK growth fund over a 
three-year period 

“A third of the way through, and 
the Virgin investment is now worth 
some £6,033 - against £5,612 for 
toe SocGen fund, after all charges,’’ 
according to TbnyWbod who works 
for Virgin Direct 
While active fond managers pick 
the companies they buy and sell 
using different investment criteria, 
tracker funds do away with this 
selection. They either mirror or 
buy all the shares in a chosen index. 
So, will employing a profession- 


al fond manager; who has spent 
years honing fos or her investment 
skills, give a better payback than an 
investment in a passively-managed 
fond such as a tracker where little 
fond m»nag»nwit is needed? 

Performance results over recent 
years show that most active man- 
agers fail to outperform the market 
There’s an old adage in the City the 
so-called “72/25 rule”. This states 
that at any given time, three out of 
four fund managers w01 produce a 
worse return for you than if you had 
put your money into toe FTSE 100 
or toe FTSE All Share, tiie two main 
stockmarket indices. 

The underperformance of the 
majority afactire managers fe worse 
when charges are taken into ac- 
count The most popular trader; or 
passive binds, typically have initial 
charges ofless than i per cent and 
annual management fees of under 
0.75 per cent 

For example. Legal & General, 
who have toe second largest trad- 
er; valued at over £lbn, has no ini- 
tial charge at aS and an annual 
charge of 0.5 per cent 

Compare this with an actively 
managed fond that typically has 



Virgin Direct, the manager of toe 
largest UK tracker fond, has foeQed 
toe argument It looked at the past 
20 years' experience of balanced 
funds, the sector that includes all 
UK unit trust traders, as well as 


Horlick: backing growth 

an initial charge of 5 per cent or 
more, al on g with annual charges 
of L5 per cart. This rnaans tha t fn 
the first year of investment it has 
to beat toe indexhywefl over 6 per 
cent in order to match toe perfor- 
mance of a popular tracker 
Recent research conducted for 


aim is a combination of growth 
and income. 

Its mafo i finrtings not only con- 
firmed that most funds failed to 
beat the index over any period, but 
also Rial those active funds that 
achieved a top-quartHe place over 
any five-year period subsequently 
lost their place at toe top over toe 
next few years. 

“It is the shares within the FTSE 
100 and All Share indices that have 
shown toe greatest growth,” says 
Tbny Wood. “Smaller and medium 
sized companies that have toe po- 
tential to get bigger are where ac- 
tive managers most like to invest 
But these have failed to keep pace 
with the UK’s largest blue-chips.” 

Last yean while toe FTSE 100 
rose by almost 17 per cent and toe 
FTSE AD Share went up nearly 13 
per cent, the majority of medium and 
smaller companies failed to keep 
up. Traders wiD always do slightly 



Branson: £6,000 bet 

less well than their chosen index, 
because of their charges, even if 
these are extremely low. 

As Bob Yerbury of Perpetual 
explains : “The more active a 
managei; the worse toe perfor- 
mance appears to have been in 
these markets. 


“Last year; for example, if you 
picked stocks outside toe inde x , it 

was a disaster Kyourana^yss at the 

start of 1998 was that blue-chips 
were over-valued, you then found 
that it was all one-way invest- 
ment traffic in favour of these com- 
panies firing toe yean" 

However; the way the stock mar- 
ket Has moved over the past couple 

of years also carries inherent dan- 
gers, according to active managers. 
Companies in the FTSE 100 now ac- 
count for almost 80 per cent of the 
whole stockmarket In fort, the com- 
bined value of the UK's 15 largest 
companies amounts to nearly half 

the total value of all shares listed on 
the Stock Exchange. 

This concentration on just a 
email number of companies has 
never been seen before. “This po- 
larisation of the market is very un- 
usual,” says JohnHatfaeriy of M&G. 
These <v»mpani<»s are all in the fi- 
nancial, telecom, petrochemical and 
phar maceutical sectors. So there are 
risks if these sectors suddenly go 
fntn free-fall 

“Some trackers could be dan- 
gerous,” says John Ross of Fideli- 
ty “They are meant to be for the 


more risk-averse investor; but in 
volatile markets, if these 15 compa- 
nies were to fen out of favour; their 

performance could plummet” 

There is a feeling in financial 
circles that mud of this conceit 
tratfon on large companies has hap- 

pened owing to the veiy popularity 

of tracker fends. 

At least 20 per cent of all stock- 
market investment being done today 
is via trader funds that invest on 
behalf of pension funds and other- , 
financial institutions, as well as pri- 
vate investors. 

The actual amount may be much 
higher; as there are believed to be 
a significant number of other funds 
shadowing the indices while charg- 
ing active management fees. 

Since the beginning of this yeai; 
there are signs that companies out- 
side the FTSE 100 could be begin- 
ning to outperform the blue-chips. 
And while these may prove to just - 
be straws in toe wind, it could also 
be a return to the pattern of 
stockmarket activity seen before 
the current bull-market which 
started in 1994, when medium and 
cmfliipr companies outpaced their 
larger rivals. 
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Europe’s No.l 

For your last PEP, choose the top performer. 

You only have until April to Invest In your last ever PEP. And what better than to choose the No.1* PEP in its sector? 

The Scottish Widows European PEP. 

This is an outstanding opportunity to make your moaey grow. As you can see horn our top performance in the table below, 
had you been able to invest £6.000 In the PEP in January 1989, your savlngi would have been worth £86,169 later. 

1 wJ 

Whether you want to make a new Investment or transfer an existing PEP, make sure you chance '■£ 


to invest in Europe’s No.L Just call us now or r etu rn the coupon For further details. ^ 


The model of a very 
modern mortgage 

The traditional approach to home loans has had its day. By Iain Morse 
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Unit Trust 

* ! 

Scottish Widows European 

36J69 j 

INVE5CO European Growth 

3SJ22 k 

Fkiefey European Opporamliia 

34518 l 

Gartmare European Select OppcwnmUes 

34582 L 

INVESCO European Smaller Companies 

34541 f 

Friends Provident. Eiuupcan Growth 

34,405 j 

Jupiter European 

33.781 

Rajral & Sun AllUnce European 

33446 | 

Lazaid European Growth 

32561 i 

Threadneedle European Growth 1 

324*34 | 
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2 % discount on new lump sums 
and transfers before 5 April 1999 



For further details, return the coupon or call 

0345 6789 id 

and quote ref no. 448DZ4 
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Firm muni m Scottish WMovn, Direct Sales, PO Box 17036. FREEPOST SCO 3744, Edinburgh, EH3 0BR. 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


EUROPEAN PEP 


Surname (Mr/Mn/Mta/Mi) . 
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NOT SO tong both our working 
and finanrial lives seemed so 
predictable. We expected to 
work to 60 or 65, then hang our 
hats on a pension. 

Mortgages were arranged 
with this in mind. Loans woe 
structured on toe premise that 
borrowers would enjoy regular; 
predictable and fairiy. secure in- 
come. Traditional “interest- 
onfy” mortgages, accompanied 

l'iy u/jth-prnTit endow ments, hari 

toe great advantage to bor- 
rowers of evenly spreading toe 
cost of house purchase. 

The disadvantage of these 
loans, as many of us are now 
discovering, is their inflexibfli- 
ty. Many cany penalties for 
eariy redemption. 

Par example, Bradford & 
Bingtey’s four-year loan, which 
is capped at 5.9 per cent, has a 
penally of 4 per cent of toe 
amount that is outstanding 
on redemption during the 
capped period. 

Elsewhere, Northern Rock 
offers a loan discounted by 2.5 
per cent to just 4.45 per cent 
The snag is a sliding scale of re- 
demption penaltire ranging be- 
tween 5 and 3 per cent of any 
amount repaid within toe first 
six years. 

Meanwhile, our working 
lives have altered. We can now 
expect to change employer; 
employment status, and ca- 
reer several times before what 
nuQr onfy be partial retirement 

Bonuses, lump sums, re- 
dundancy packages - these 
days we get plenty of opportu- 
nity to reduce or pay off our 
mortgages eariy. There are 

ramp pUrng financial arg nnwn t ii 

for doing this if it is possible. 

Fbr example: if you have a 
0.00,000 repayment loan run- 
ning ovct 25 years, at a current 
variable rate of 7.49 per cent 
The total interest to be paid on 
this loan would be approxi- 
mately £405,580. 

But if you have a flexible 
mortgage , and find you can 



Flexible friends: John and Penny Dabtin 


repay capital of 00,000 after 
just one year; you will save 
£40,558 in interest payments, 
and lop 5 years and 7 months 
off the term of the mortgage. 

John and Penny Dablin il- 
lustrate just how a flexible 
mortgage can meet our chang- 
ing circumstances. John, aged 
52, is not too far away from 
retirement as a software engi- 
neer: Penny a part time per- 
sonal assistant , has a variable 
income stream. 

Yet tiie couple have a 18-year 
mortgage, way beyond the 
period when they would ideal- 
ly like it to be paid off . 

The solution lay in opting for 
a flexible mortgage. While the 


notional target date to pay off 
the loan on their foui4>edroGm 
semi in Aylesbury remains 18 
years, in practice they aim to 
have it repaid well before then. 

“Wfe currently pqy about IS50 
a month," says Penny,” which 
is about £150 more than we 
need to paywere the loan to run 
over its original 18 year term." 

The couple used to have a 
traditional mortgage with a 
large former building society 
until they read about the option 
of having interest calculated on 
their loans daify rather than an- 
imal Because overpayments 
can be take oat a gain if need- 
ed, they transferred about 
£10,000 from another high fc- 


Martyn Hayhow 

terest cheque account into the 
mortgage one. 

“We now use our mortgage 
account as the high interest ac- 
count we had before. That 
means that we are effectively 
earning a higher rate of inter- 
est on our money "Penny adds- 

The Independent is offering a 
free 36-page Guide to Flexible 
Mortgages, with tigs on all as- - 
pedsofhame loans, including 
how much you can borrow, 
how to repay the mortgage 
anda list qf useful names and 
telephone numbers at the end 
Fbr your copy of the guide, 
sporisoredby First Active, call 
0800 550551. 
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Not just a case of extremes 

Inyesting_jn the stock market isn’t about either risk-taking or playing safe - it’s about a balancing act of the two. By Nic Cicutti 
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■henever the 
subject of in- 
vestment is 
broached, a typ- 
ical assumption 
- » is that investors 

wm either be looking Cor a relatively 
risk-free investment or that it must 
involve highly speculative mixture 
of shares. 

In fact, nothing could be further 
from the truth. As Fiona Price and 
Christine Ross, the two finpnripi ad- 
yisers on this page, suggest, 
investment can involve a combina- 
tion of different options incl uding 
both low- and high-risk funds. 

It is this combination winch allows 
investors to feel reassured that they 
will not lose out heavfljy Qf at all) 
should markets should go down the 
plughole - but with the potential for 
decent returns if things go weH 

How does one combine the two? 
ftp The starting point is to work out ex- 
t actly what level of jeopardy to funds 
you are prepared to accept At one 
end of the spectrum are bank or 
building society accounts - mea- 


suring one on our risk 

At the other end, an eight on the 
same scale, are emerging market 
funds, or even, at 10 , the capital 
shares of a split-capital investment 
trust Somewhere in the middle are 

with-profits endowment funds of 
one sort or another 

Constructing a sensible, low-risk 
portfolio starts with setting aside a 
proportion of funds in some easy 
access account, say with a building 
society. This should be up to 25 per 
cent of your money, or two to three 
months' spending money. 

Then, up to 50 per cent could go 
into with-profits bonds, a relatively 
safe investment which holds a vari- 
ety of assets, ranging from equities 
to property, fixed interest funds and 
even cash. This money will deliver 
safe, if not incredible returns. What 
is more, once an annual bonus is 
added, it can rarely be taken away. 

That leaves 25 per cent or more 
money. With this, you can afford to 
take a few risks. Fbr instance, you 
might want to pick outa few UK or 
European unit or investment trusts, 


or set up an index-tracking PEP 
(eithe r in the top 100 UK shares or 
in the FTSE All Share). 

This part of the portfolio is what 
'will add spice to the safer investment 
mix of with-profits bonds and rash. 
If you were prepared to try oat 
something even hotter; it might 
make sense to take 5 or even 10 per 

cent of your total funds and look to 
something which offers the poten- 
tial for more aggressive growth. 

Among the areas worth consid- 
ering are the technology sector; 
where the ideas, industries, drugs 
and mechanical processes of to- 
morrow are being developed today. 

Alternatively, for contrarians, 
there are Pacific Rim economies, rn- 
cJuding Japan, bombed out at pre- 
sent but (claim some experts) due 
for a revival in the next few years. 
Or yon might feel that the Russian 
economy has sunk so low that there 
are buy^ opportunities even there. 

In each trf these cases, the money 
you are investing is money you 
shouW be prepared to lose. That may 
happen, but if it does, the vast bulk 


has been stashed away in a much 
safer place. 

The key word here is balance By 
constructing a portfolio m this man - 
ner; including cash, low-risk with- 
profits bonds and pooled equity 
funds, you have raised your overall 
risk profile from a four to a five, six, 
maybe even a seven on the scale dis- 
cussed earlier: At the same time, the 
vast bulk of your funds are still rel- 
atively secure. 

In today’s uncertain investment 
climate, that is not necessarily a bad 
thing at all 


7b explain with-profits bonds, one 
of the “asset classes * described in 
article, t The Independent has 
produced a free, 24-page Guide to 
WUh-Pryfits Bonds. Written by Nic 
Cicutti, this paper's personal 
finance editor, the guide examines 
the arguments fbr and against in- 
vesting inbonds. It discusses the lax 
implications and where to buy a 
bond. For your copy of the guide, 
sponsored by The With-Profits Bond 
Shop, call 0845 2711007 



Just like mixing spices, combining your investments will produce the richest rewards 
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Attack or 
defence? 



Iain Morse on the best approaches 
to the volatile 1999 market 


d its thiv By Iain Mur* 



WILL THE last pre-miQennial 
year offer investors a comfort- 
able ride? Turbulent stock mar- 
kets and falling interest rates 
made last year memorable, but 
not very comfortable. 

Things don’t look as if they 
are easing up in 1999 either. 
While we can hope for an easier 
time, it may be in vain. Interest 
rates look set to fall further; 
which will reduce the real rate 
of return on cash deposits. - 

Nor is there a dear sign that 
stockmarkets will stabilise to 
compensate- investors with 
higher returns on equities. 
After alt rates are being cut as 
a means of stimulating eco- 
nomic activity, and bringing 
about recovery, the effect of 
which may take time to filter 
through into share values.. 

On the other hand, periods 
of market uncertainty can 
leave shares looking underval- 
ued and create real opportuni- 
ties for those prepared to take 
a risk with their cash. 

All of this presents investors 
with a stark choice; go defen- 
sive and risk losing out if the 
market rises sharply, or go 

aggressive and risk losing if the 

market falls. 


Japan and the Fbr East, where 
Pacific Rim countries offer 
tremendous opportunities over 
the long term. But be careful 
as some investors lost as much 
as 80 per cent of their money 
last yean Europe offers some 
great opportunities and is my 
favourite market at present 
Closer to home, Schroder’s 
UK Enterprise fund invests 
into a narrow range of larger 
company shares - about 50 in 
all against an average of be- 
tween 80 and 150 for most rival 
UK hinds. Enterprise currently 
holds shares in firms Eke Voda- 
fone and Asda and aims to 
benefit from any market re- 
covery. 


Fiona Price of Fiona 
Price & Partners 


This is a yep when investor 
sentiment might go either way 
- choosing defensive or ag- 
gressive portfolios against a 
background of sometimes con- 
fusing sigpsls from the market 


Christine Ross of Willis 
National 


With the UK stockmarket dis- 
playing a schizophrenic per- 
sonality - one minute bear; the 
next bufl - many investors will 
wonder where the best oppor- 
tunities lie. Add to this a sell-by 
^ date for Tessas and PEPs and 
confusion could set in. 




Defensive portfolio 

Asset classes: Tessas, corpo- 
rate bond funds, with -profit 
bonds. 

Tessas are tax-free cash 
deposits, accounts ru nn i n g 
over five years to maturity, 
which will let you shelter up to 
£9,000 if commenced before 5 
April Nat West is still offering 

their fixed rate Tfessa paying 6.4 

per cent - this includes a 
“feeder” account - which is 
excellent value. 

Corporate bonds are effec- 
tively loans to companies in the 
same way that gflts are loans to 

the government Unless you are 

an expert, the best way to buy 
these is through a unit trust 
3 ere a fund manager makes 
visions on your be ha l f . 

Use a PEP to shelter your 
bonds and receive income tax 
free. Two of the best providers 
are M&G - with lowest charges 
in the market - and Aberdeen 
Prolific. 

With-profit bonds issued by 
large insurance companies like 
Clerical Medical offer security 
of capital against all but the 
most serious market melt 
down. Returns are given in an- 
nual “bonus rates", and these 
funds are intended to smooth 
out fluctuations in the market. 


Defensive portfolio 

Asset classes: National Sav- 
ings, Tessas, distribution 
bonds, with-profits and income 
funds. 

There are only two ways to 
build a defensive portfolio; 
other put afl your cash into very 
cautious investments, or split 
the portfolio between very cau- 
tious, cautious and medium 
risk categories of investment 

Very cautious is a category 
covering short- to medium- 
term needs. Hold an amount 
equivalent to at least three 
months’ normal expenditure 
on deposit in an emergency 
cash reserve- 

Botb National Savings and 
Ttessas offer secure returns. 
High-rate taxpayers should 
look at index-linked National 


complete capital security. 

Fbr cautious investments 
look at distribution and with- 
profit bonds from insurance 
companies. With-profits bonds 
aion offer defensive asset allo- 
cation. Among medium-risk in- 
vestments, look out for a 
growing number of unit trusts 
which offer some capital guar- 
antee against market falls — Ed- 
inburgh EUnd Managers’ Safety 
First fund is one we like. 


Aggressive portfolio 

Asset classes: UK high income 
and' smaller company funds, 
European smaller companies, 
global technology. 

The key to this sector is un- 
derstanding that if you narrow 
the sector you are investing 
into, then the risk goes up. 

UK funds like Perpetual’s 
pi prb income can offer a com- 


Ag gr essive portfolio. 

Asset classes: unit and invest- 

*' ment trusts in Japan and the 

Far East, European smaller 
companies, and UK enterprise 

funds. . 

Any aggressive portfolio 

must focus on ‘frecovecyaxea^ 
where shares look undervalued. 

The bravest investor might buy 


ity with excellent mediu m -term 
performance if income is re- 
invested for growtL. 

\fenture capital trusts are far 
riskier. Offering valuable tax 
breaks, they invest in small un- 
listed UK shares, a sector cur- 
rently very undervalued. 

Finally look at themed in- 
vestments, like Henderson’s 
Global Technology trust, which 

buys shares in high tech com- 
panies around the world, thus 
avoiding too much exposure to 
a one national stock market 




The Index-Tracking PEP 


•Source: Micrapai/LGIM 
on an offer to bid basis 
wich gross income re- 
invested from 01.11.95 
(Legal & General's PEP 
bunch daw) to 0L03-99. 
Based on all PEPs that 
track the same index wich 
all charges included. 
fSource: MiaopaJ/LGIM 
on an offer lo bid basis 
with gross income re- 
invested from 01.13.95 
(Legal & General's PEP 
bunch date) to 0103.99. 
PEP returns take Into 
account PEP charges. 

Past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to 
future performance. From 
06.Of.99 tax credits on 
UK dividend distribuitons 
will only be abb to be 
redatmeffby'PEPa aLa 
reduced rate of JO% 

Both capital and income 
values may go down as 
well as up and you may 
not get back the amount 
invested. All comparisons 
of cost apply to PEPs 
Investing wholly in unit 
trusts. Full written details 
are available on request 
All statements are correct 
as at 01.03.99- The 
Government have 
announced that 
contributions can only’ he 
made to PEPs until April 
1999. Fzom that date a 
new tax privileged 
savings vehicle, the 
Individual Savings 
Account (ISA* will be 
available. 

Legal & General (Direct) 
Limited. Registered in 
England No. 2702080. 
Registered Office: Temple 
Court, li Queen Viet ana 
Street, London EC4N ATP. 
Legal & General Direct is 
a representative only uf 
the Legal & General 
marketing group, 
members of which are 
regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and 
1MRO for the purposes of 
recommending, advising 
on and selling life 
assurance and investment 
products bearing 
Legal & General's name. 
PEPs are provided by 
Legal & General <Unit 
Trust Managers) Limited. 


The All-Share 


Tracking PEP that has 


performed the best 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 


2oowy*tu5voa6y>? 


A glance at the table will show you how the 
Legal & General All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
has out-performed all its major All-Share 
Index-Tracking competitors since its launch. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This 
Index reflects the performance of the entire 
stockmarket, so it reduces the risk of being 
over-exposed to shares which under-perform 
and lessen your return. In fact, a lump sum of 
,66,000 invested in this PEP at launch would 
now be worth £10,887 + compared to just £9,834 t 
in the average UK Growth & Income Unit Trust. 

With no initial charges on lump sum 
investments, more of your money is invested 
at the outset for maximum growth potential, 
there are no withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the value for 
money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s opportunities. 

For further details (including information on 
our monthly saving option) call now. 
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NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO withdrawal fee 

0 . 5 % annual management charge 


Visit our web site at www.LanciG.com 


Find out more now — 

call freephone 


0500 11 61 

522 

Sant to Spin weekdays, 

9am to 5pm weekends. 
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Please quote ref D5DJ09 


Yes 


Surname (Mr/Mrs 'Miss/Ms) 


Forename(s) 


■xg* 

D5DJ09 


I would like more information 
about the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
PEP. Post to- Legal & Genera] (Direct) Limited, 
FREEPOST SYPC0467, Cardiff Cfl 1YW. 

If you already have any PEP investment, 
please tick here O. 


Address. 


Date of birth _ 


He may telephone you lo make sure Infonnailon 
requested has arrived safely. Now and then, we 
may tell you about ctlter products or services 
offered by the Legal & General Group of 

companies lhai we believe may be of interest to Tel. No. Home - 
you. if you would prefer not to receive this 

carefully selected tnfotrtuoon, please lick hoe Q. Tel. No. Work _ 


Postcode. 
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Grow with the flow 


UpF 


It’s called momentum theory, the idea that all investors have to do is follow the 
big money. But can the herd instinct only work with bull markets? By Tony Lyons 


N o fund manager 
worth his salt will 
admit to being a 
momentum theo- 
rist Yet in the last 
few years the behaviour of the 
stock market suggests that 
most have been investing on the 
basis of momentum. 

In short momentum theory 
says: “If others are buying into 
a company, they must know 
what they are doing, so join in.” 

The wave of money chasing 
finance, pharmaceuticals, tele- 
communications and technol- 
ogy shares can be explained by 
this simple theory. 

These are the stocks that 
dominate the main indices, 
chased by index tracking funds. 
Other investors, seeing these 
shares going ever higher; have 
sold out of other shares to 
chase these companies. 


It all sounds very much like 
Mowing the herd. If fund man- 
agers see every one else buy- 
ing shares in particular 
companies, they won’t go far 
wrong if they join in. 'When it 
comes to review time by the 
fund’s trustees, or when unit 
holders look at their reports, 
they will see their funds doing 
the same as everyone else. 

Th America, where the mar- 
ket is very polarised and hedge 
funds are common, there are 
many momentum funds that 
own up to following this 
investment theory,” says John 
Hatherty of M&G. “The idea is 
what goes up will continue to go 
up. If it is the herd instinct, 
always remember that the herd 
is mighty powerful." 

Stock* market conditions 
since 1995 have backed up this 
theory. Big companies have 


attracted ever more money, 
their share prices continually 
rising despite the odd hiccup, 
while other shares have often 
languished in their wake. “The 


pensive, while cheap stock has 
become even cheaper," com- 
ments Mr Hatherly. 

The only problem with the 
momentum view of investment 
is that it does not tell the 
investor when to seQ. “In its 
purest form, it tells you that, if 
a share price is hitting new 
highs, you should buy,” says 
Bob Yerbury of Perpetual 

“This means that you have 
to be an active trader; continu- 
ally buying on the way up. 
When the market in a com- 
pany’s shares turns, then it says 
you should sell all your holding. 
This is a recipe for big losses. 
The market these days can 


turn rapidly and a share price 
can plummet quicker than you 
can place your sell order. 
Momentum theory is not a sci- 
ence, rather it is going with the 
fashionable trend until its no 
longer fashionable.” 

Most fund managers in this 
country, while they cannot 
ignore trends, will Haim that 
they invest for a particular rear 
son, whether it’s because of fun- 
damental values or growth 
prospects, not because they 
are following the herd. 

Opposed to the momentum 
view are what can be called con- 
trarians. “These are prepared 
to own shares that are currently 
unpopular for one reason or 
another they may not be per- 
forming at the moment, but 
they are so (heap that they will 
make money eventually,” 
«qilains Bob Yerbuxy. “The 


only problem, if no one else ever 
sees that these shares are un- 
dervalued, then no matter how 
cheap they are, they still won’t 
do anything.” 

Contrarian funds exist in 
large numbers. Any funds that 
invest in special situations or 
recovery stocks or those funds 
that specialise in small com- 
panies can be said to be in this 
ramp White no rmally hig h risk, 
they have been successful in 
past bull markets, although, 
during the current bull run, 
they have suffered. 

However; if stock markets 
get over the current phase, 
where the top-performing 
funds are those that invest in 
the largest companies, or if a 
bear market arrives, contrari- 
an funds or those that invest 
outside the Ftse stocks may re- 
turn to prominence. 
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Bovine behaviour can pay off for fond managers 


Phelps Jeffrey! AP 



*As at 2&2.09 the gross redemption yield and gross distribution yield for the M&G High Yield C o rpora te Bond Fund were 73% and 7_5% respectively. Estimated yields wOl vary and up 
to date figures are available on request at the number below. Source: MSrG Statistics. Managed by M&G Securities Limited (regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and 1MRO). M&G 
do not offer Investment advice or make any recommendations about Investments. We only promote the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. The tax regime of PEPS 
and IS As may change, and the value of the tax benefits will depend on the individual dnmnstnnces of the investor: The price of units and the Income from them can go down as well :2s up, 
you may not get back as much as you Invested. Issued by M&G Financial Services Limi ted (regulated by the Persona] Investment Authority). M&G House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CMl 1FB. 




tax 


free 



and up to £200 towards 


your first ISA 



If you're looking for healthy returns from your 
final PEP choice, you should consider The M&G 
High Yield Corporate Bond PEP Fund. 



>c :% : ■ tr. 






*5 i 

1 * v; 












What's more, if you invest £1,000 or more in The 
M&G PEP on or before 5th April 1999, you will 
qualify for a voucher worth up to £200 to use 
when you invest in a new M&G ISA in the 
1999/2000 tax year. 




With a tax free yield of 7.3%* p.a. and the 
potential for some capital growth, this Fund offers 
a higher income than traditional corporate bond 


Call M&G now for an information pack and 
application form. If it would help you we can 
pre-complete your application form prior to 
sending it. 


funds, with lower risk than investments in shares. 


0800 210 22A 


Lines are open 24 hours, 7 days a week. No salesman will call. 
For,your protection all telephone calls may be recorded. 
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Sit back and watch the growth 
roll up tax-free. By Nic Cicutti 
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ANYONE INVESTING their 
hard-earned savings wants 
to maximise the growth they 
will receive. Apart from 

finding a manag er with the 

skins to outperform his or 
her rivals, the next best way 
to add a few pounds to the 
value of a fond is to see the 
growth roll up free of tax. 

This means investing in a 
PEP or; from 6 April, in an 
Individual Savings Account 
(ISA). What are the PEP 
rules governing what you 
can invest? 

Ybu must be over 18 and 
a UK resident Although you 
do not nee d to pay tax to 
invest in a PEP those who 
benefit most are higher-rate 
taxpayers. You do not have 
to declare a PEP to the 
Inland Revenue: the taxman 
will know about your invest- 
ment anywsy. 

Up to £6,000 c an be placed 
in a “general” PEP which 
usually consists of so-called 
pooled funds such as unit 
and investment trusts, plus 
a further £3,000 in a single 
company one. It is also 
possible to choose your own 
shares, placing them in a 
“self-select" PEP available 
from stockbrokers. 

PEPS were first aimed at 
promoting investment into 
UK companies. It is still the 


case that you must have at 
least 50 per cent of your 
general PEP in UK- or EU- 
based companies. Up to 
£1,500 can go into “non- 
qualifying” trusts which do 
not satisfy the 50 per cent 
rule, but this must be within 
the same PEE 
You can only have one 
PEP manager a year, 
although your single com- 
pany and general PEP man- 
ager can be different Annual 
PEP allowances cannot be 
carried oven If you miss the 
5 April deadline, there will be 
no more PEPs. Husbands 
and wives can each have up 
to £9,000 in a PEP 
Income from a PEP Is 
free of tax. Bart or all of a 
PEP can be cashed free of 
tax, but once this is done it 
cannot be taken out again. It 
is possible to transfer a PEP 
from one manager to 
another and retain its tax- 
free status. But tins must be 
done by the new PEP man- 
ager: Selling up and starting 
again yourself will invali- 
date your PEP allowance 
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The Independent’s 26-page 
‘Grade to PEPS’ iriRheip you. 
to pick Hie best one. For, 
your free copy of the guide, 
sponsored by Scottish 
Widozos, call 0345 678910 
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Uppers and downers 

1 vay Lyons examines the two principal approaches employed in fund management 


magmeyou are a fund manag- 
er "&u walk into the office at the 

^art of the day knowing you 
.have a pile of investment 


— — ~ *** * ui emuhL Hinnryp 

these are what to buy to sell andto 
hold on to. 

You could start by taking a view 
on the state of the economy and its 
direction. Prom this, you could then 
try to work out which sectors are tile 
gainers, which are the losers, final- 
ly arriving at a list of companies that 
will benefit and those that won’t. 

Alternatively, you could start by 
looking at the number of company 
reports done either by your own an- 
alysts or from stockbroking firms. 
While not totally ignoring macro eco- 
nomic factors, you will be more in- 
terested in the prospects for these 
companies, whether they have the 

potential for lots of fixture growth and 
increased dividends, or not 

These are the two principal 
methods of starting your invest- 


ment strategy. The former is c^pd 
“top down", the latter “bottom up". 
While every ftmd managa rand wm- 
agement group uses elements of 
both, they all fen into one camp or 
the often 

“We are very much a bottom up 

investment house," says John Ross 
of Fidelity, the world’s largest fund 
ma nagement group. “We have a 
fundamental company-by-company 
approach. We never try to predict 
interest rates or the way the econ- 
omy is going, even though we know 
the effect these have. 

“Wie will get a good idea of what 
the real economy is doing from all 
the companies we see.” 

The group employs over 200 an- 
alysts around the world, with near- 
ly a quarter of them based in the UK 
They are divided into groups that 
look at particular sectors, namely fi- 
nancials, natural resources, utilities, 
cyclicals, consumer goods, health- 
care and technology. 


“The analysts will visit as many 
companies, large and small, as they 
can in their sector;" gy p faing John 
Ross. “From their research, they will 
rate their attractiveness as an in- 
vestment fin* our funds. It is then up 
to (he individual fend manager" 

Now contrast this approach with 
that of Credit Suisse, a typical “top 
down” fund management house. 
“We are very driven by macro-eco- 
nomics,” says Dominic WaHington. 
“We start by taking an overview of 
the economy. We then see who’s 
swimming with the tide and who 
against This tells us which compa- 
nies are likely to benefit in the pre- 
vailing environment This is our 
basic strategy." 

It is often stated that when deal- 
ing with small companies, a bottom 
up approach is seeded. But Credit 
Sinss^whidi has earned a good rep- 
utation for its specialist funds in this 
sector; still uses macro -economic 
tools. “We know that small compa- 


nies lack liquidity, [they suffer from 

low demand, so their shares tend to 

suffer from too few buyers],” adds 
Mr Wellington, “so we look to those 
which add value.” 

Many groups adopt a top down 
approach when it comes to inter- 
national investment ROM Dresd- 
ner’s Global Growth fund used to be 
a typical example. This divided the 
world into segments based on each 
individual country’s share of the 
global economy. From here it then 
selected sectors that would benefit 
from the then current trends before 
choosing which companies to invest 
in. 

“We’ve now taken a more bal- 
anced approach," says Simon White. 
“With the changes weVe seen in 
world markets over the past couple 
of years, we have moved to more 
stock selection, whichever county 
they happen to be in. If you want to 
invest in mobile phones, for exam- 
ple, you must look at Nokia. This is 


a Finnish Compaq yet Finland only 
has a tiny role on die world stage." 
So an investment in a company like 
this would be larger than an in- 
vestment in Finland would justify on 
a pure top down approach. 

Of course, most groups employ 
both approaches to some extent 
before making their eventual share 
selection. “No fund group these 
days win ever admit to being just a 

pure stock pickec" says Bob Yferbmy 
of Perpetual. “We all take into 
account the general economic back- 
ground while we look for underval- 
ued companies. 

At the end of the day, there is 
surprisingly little difference in the 
overall performance results of the 
top downers and the bottom uppers. 
No matter where they start, be it 
with macro economics or looking at 
individual companies, the real 
difference is between those who 
make good investments and those 
who don’t 



What’s important is to keep a close eye on your investments 


Do your sums 

Nic Cicutti picks his way through 


the' investment minefield 


THE MOMENT you decide 
that you want to invest your 
hard-earned money, you will 
be swamped by insurance 
companies, fund manage- 
ment groups, banks and fi- 
nancial advisers, clamouring 
to sell you their products. 

Choosing the right prod- 
uct becomes highly confus- 
ing. Here is a brief list of the 
questions you should bear in 
mind when looking finr the in- 
vestment to sint your needs. 

First, ask yourself what 
your own attitude to risk is. 
There is no point investing in 
a UK smaller companies 
fund, which has been subject 
to regular stockmarket 
swings, if something safer, 
like a with-profits bond, is 
more sensible 

Second, decide whether 
your primary need is for in- 
come or growth. This should 
be simple but is complicated 
by the fact that some “in- 
come" funds have delivered 
exceptionally good growth 
in recent years. If you re- 
invest income now, you may 
be able to take it a few years 
down the line, when you may 
be in greater need of it 

Third, find out that com- 
pany’s performance. Don’t 
just look at one-year perfor- 
mance. Look for one, three, 
five and even seven and 10 
years’ worth. The fund need 


not always be in the top 10 . 
But it should aim to be con- 
sistently in the top “quartile”, 
the leading 25 per cent of 
funds in any one period. 

Fourth, watch out for 
volatility. This is where some 
funds can rise him rockets 
and fall back just as quickly. 
They may seem good per- 
formers, but this is at the po- 
tential cost of your money. 
The Independent will shortly 
be publishing “volatility" rat- 
ings for leading funds. 

Check charges. There is 
no point in a splendid per- 
formance if a fund manager 
eats away half of it through 
hefty fees. At the end of the 
day most funds will deliver 
very similar performances. 
The one thing that sets them 
apart is the annual charge 
levied on each one. Over a 10- 
year period, a 0.5 per cent 
annual difference means a 
£100,000 fund could be worth 
£5,000 more. 

finally how long the fund 
manager responsible for any 
ofo-perfannancehasbeenm 
place (they may just have de- 
camped to another firm). 

Doing your homework 
and asking the right ques- 
tions will not necessarily 
guarantee that you find the 
fond that will make you rich. 
But it will reduce the likeli- 
hood of being sold a pup. 


Top notch 

PEPS.... , 

....at rock 
bottom rates 



Investors may save ^ Jo £300 one OOOOm when hy 
send iheir application vw PEPD1RECE 
We charge just one flat fee of p5 arsd we rebate 
any initial commission* back to you. 

We can often negotiate reductions in your PErs 
initial charges too. 

In the first four months of 1998 alone, vm ' soved fo^orsew 
£2 million in relumed conwi^sancIdkOTjn^^arges- 
For a free brochure and guide, call Freephone 

0800 413186 

Open seven days a week 

pepdirect 

at tq direct CHOICE 

The UK's LARGEST Flat-Fee PEP Provider 
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Make your 
last PEP 
a star PEP 


T 




JUPITER 

INCOME 

TRUST 


JUPITER 
UK GROWTH 
FUND 


JUPITER 

EUROPEAN 

fund 


he long-term record of Jupiter’s three 


largest Hilly PEPable unit trusts is outstand- 
ing, as you can see from the table below. j| 
Since they were launched over ten years 8 

■s-'st 

ago all three have beaten every other '$ 
fund in their respective sectors. So if you 8 
were an investor who was in at the 8 

ty-i 

beginning, your investment would now be j| 
worth at least 5 times your original stake. fe 

For further information call us free, H 

k 

complete the coupon or talk to your m 

m 

financial adviser. . g 

& 

JES 

Make your last PEP a star PEP. ^ 

FOSS MORI INFORMATION $ 

CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 2% T 


To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd.. 

PO Box 14470, London SW1X 7SJ. 

Please send me further information on: 

Jupiter Unit Trusts Q The Jupiter PEP Qj PEP Transfer Q 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) 


Address 


+ 400 % ■ + 484 % ■ + 537 % 

1?63 I 1/86 I 1?71 
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Five year performance Jupiter Income +144%, Jupiter UK Growth +131%, Jupiter European +159%. Source: S&P Micrqpef, offer to bid, net income reinvested to 1.3.99. Jupiter Unit Host 
Managers Ltd Is regulated by IMRO and the Personal investment Authority. Member of AUT1F. A subsidiary of Commerzbank AG, one of Germany’s leading banks. The value of an investment In 
a unit trust and the income from it can go down as well as up, ft may be affected by exchange rate variations, and you may not get back the amount Invested. Quoted gross distribution yields of 
the fends are rot guaranteed. Current tax levels and reliefs will depend on your individual circumstances. It was announced in the March 1998 Budget that texcredtewiU continue to be redalmable 
In a PEP although no subscriptions can be made after 5 April 1999. Rom 6 April 1999 PEPs wfll have the same lax advantages as the new Individual Savings Account Past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to future performance. Up to 100% of the annual management fee is to be taken from capital of Growth & Income Rind, Income Trust and High Income Raid. This may 
accordingly restrict capital growth. For your security we may record or randomly monitor all telephone calls: If you are unsure of the suitability of this Investment please contact your financial 
adviser. Copies of the haft-yeariy end annual reports may be obtained from Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Lid, 4 Grosuenor Place, London SW1X 7TJ. Scheme particulars and key features documents 
may also be obtained from that address. Investment does not automatically give you entitlement to compensation under the Investors’ Compensation Scheme; further Information is available from 
the Investors’ Compensation Scheme or the Financial Services Authority. 
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Ethical or in recovery ' 

There are various ways in which fund managers can invest your money. By Tony Lyons 


Today there are funds to suit all sorts rtf people 


WHEN YOU entrust yonr money to a 
fund manager; you hope that he or she 
will make you oodles of money If truth 
be known, you probably won't ask so 
will never find out what investment 
iMoso^ they folluw.M investors re- 
alty care about is whether the manager j 
is successful 

There are, howevei; different in- 
vestment philosophies and accompa- 
nying articles have shown those most 
used nowadays by UK fund manage- 
ment groups. Some funds, because of 
their very nature and aims, faflinto dis- 
tinct camps where philosophy is sec- 
ondary importance. Let’s now look at 
a few of these; 

Special situation Funds: “Man- 
agers of these funds are always on the 
look out for undervalued companies,” 
says John Ross of Fidelity. “They 
tend to travel alone, away from the 
crowd, with a bias towards medium 
AP and smaller companies. They are 


looking, as the name implies, for 
something special such as new prod- 
ucts or new management, something 
that will make the shares moton" 
What they are looking for are com- 
panies that have promising prospects 
that no (me else has spotted This 
means they do almost all their own re- 
search as they drat particularity want 
to invest where many others have al- 
ready gone. Having found the right 
companies, they back their h unches 
Recovery Funds: These can include 
some types of special situation funds, 
as they are looking for companies that 
have fallen on hard times but because 
of changes, usually involving new 
management, there are good 
prospects that they could prosper 
again. Quite often, a restructuring 
could be involved, with disposals and 
acquisitions. So while thear shares may 
be low; they couM begin to rise and sig- 
nificantly outperform. 


M&G Recover with £L3 billion of 
assets, is by far the largest fund of its 
type. “Recovery stocks have suffered 
during the last couple of years as con- 
centration has been on the very large 
companies, spurred only takeovers,'’ 
says John Hatherfy of M&G. “In the 
past, they have tended to do poorly 
when theie is a recession or economic 
slowdown. Butin these markets, being 

pyRra fflight in small and maftim ram - 

parties, underweight in sectors such 
as tel ecoms, finait/i'Mls and pharma- 
ceu tfcajs , has been a problem. While 
the FTSE 100 and All Share went up 
, over 17 per cent and 13 per cent re- 
spectively last year; the index for 
smaller companies feD 8 per cgnt- 
Sector specialist Funds: While 
there are a handful of funds that fol- 
low new global trends in demograph- 
ics and social factors, such as ageing 
populations and increased leisure 
time, there are many that tend to in- 


vest in very specific sectors such as 
healthcare or technology. They are 
usually labelled as higher risk in- 
vestments. 

Although they look at the world 
markets, ray often they find that the 
overwhelming majority of their in- 
vestment opportunities are in the 
USA. For example, it is estimated that 
around 80 per cent of the companies 
connected with the world of comput- 
ers and the Internet are listed on Wall 
Street or Nasdaq, both US based. 
Country specific funds: Blinds in- 
vesting in geographic areas such as 
Europe or the USA are generally 

seen as being medium risk. These are 
very large, diversified markets. They 

are open markets with controls sim- 
ilar to those at home. 

Country specific foods, especially 


are vay high risk indeed. So many fac- 
tors are out of the control rtf the fond 


manager that it does not matter what 
investment philosophy he uses. 

As well as time and language prob- 
lems, there may be rules on the way 
foreigners are allowed to invest, and 
there can also be currency controls. 
Indeed some of these emerging mar- 
kets can be incredibly volatile, going 
from boom to bust in no time. 
Ethical funds: Some investors object 
to having their money in companies 
that make their profits by unethical 
means. If so, there now over 20 ettri- 
calfonds available that mi g h t suit you. 

But the sdf-iniposed restrictions on 
the fond mean that they have to look 
at thear portfolio on a company -by- 
company basis. While the m a na gers 
may have views on the economy 
these are not the determining factor 
when it comes to their investments. 
Paramount is ensuring a company fits 
in with the fund's strategy and that it 

offers prospects of good returns. 


The Corporate Bond PEP 


tlGIM as at 31 December 
199S ■Source: LG1M 
l08.02.99>. The running 
yield of the Faced 
Interest Trust was 6. Fa 
redemption yield) 
as 3t 8 February 19S9. 

Past p e rfor m ance is not 
necessarily a guide to 
future performance. 

Both capital and income 
values may go down as 
well as up and you may 
not get back the amount 
invested. All comparisons 
of cost apply lo PEPs 
investing wholly in Unit 
Trusts. Tax assumptions 
are those currently 
applicable and are subject 
to statutory change. The 
value of tax relief will 
depend on your 
individual circumstances. 
Full wnnen details are 
available on request. 
Legal & General i Direct) 
Limited. Registered In 
England No. 2702080. 
Registered Office: 

Temple Court, 1 1 Queen 
Victoria Street, London 
EC-4N tTP. Representative 
reily ‘if the legpl & General 
marketing group, 
members nf which are 
regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authority and 
IMRO for the purposes of 
rectHnnumdlng, advising 
• m and selling life 
assurance and 
Investment products 
bearing Le^il & General's 
name. A memher nf 
AW1F The Government 
have announced that 
(oninbuilnns can only be 
nude in PHIS until April 
P"F» From that dale a 
now ux pm ilcged savings 
vehicle, the Individual 
Kavmgs Acenum tISAt 
will be atjilable 


The low cost 
high income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year's 
PEP allowance 


Legal & General have led the way in 
providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 

Over the years, our determination 
to provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today Legal & General 
has in excess of £79 billion + under 
management worldwide. 

A glance at the table shows that we 
deliver great value, providing the 
lowest cost diversified Corporate Bond 
PEP on the market with annual 
management charges of only 0.5%, 
with no initial charges on lump sum 
investments or withdrawal fees. 

So, for a regular, tax-free income on 
your savings find out more about 
Britain’s best value Income PEP today. 

Just complete and return the coupon. 



NO initial charges on lump sum investments 

NO withdrawal fee 

0 . 5 % annual management charge 


Visit our web site at irw w. LamtG.com 

Find out more now — 
call freephone 



0500 11 


Sam to Spm weekdays, 
9am to 5pm weekends. 


Please quote ref: D7DJ11 


For vtur protection. 


cnJh arc ttsmullv 


recorded and 


mndomtv monitored. 


1 b”W)/370 2 5 5/090299 


YES, 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/MissiMS) 


Forenamefs) 


D7DJ11 


JL JLj\J I would like more information 

about the Legal & General Corporate Bond 

PEP. Post to: Legal 41 General (Direct) Limited. . 

Address 

FREEPOST SWC0467, Cardiff CFl IYW. 

If you already have any PEP investment, 

please tick here EU. 

Wte may telephone you to make sure information 

request'd has arrived safely. Now and then, we 

may tell you about other products nr services Date OJ birto — 

offered by the Legal & General Group of 

companies that wr believe may be of interest to Tel. JVb: Home, 
you. If you would prefer not to receive this 

carefully selected information, phase tick here OL Tet. NO: WOTk „ 


.Postcode . 


Date of birth. 


Legal 

General 


Work it out 

Don’t be confounded by obscure 


financial terms. By Nic Cicutti 


ANYONE WHO has tried to 
delve into the investment 
world will have come 
across a range of bizarre 
terminology which appears 
designed to put people off 
the idea of saving money. 
Here are a few of the most 
common terms you are 
likely to come across, 
together with an 
explanation. 

Accumulation units: 
with some unit trust PEPs 
you will be given the 
choice between 
accumulation and income 
units Accumulation is 
what you should choose if 
you don't want an income. 
This means that if a 
dividend is paid, it will 
automatically be 
reinvested in the trust, 
increasing the total value 
of your investment 
Bkl/oFFer spread: the 
difference between the 
price you can pay for an 
investment and the price 
you can sell at, at any time. 
It includes the initial 
charge levied on the fund. 
CGT (capital gains tax): 
a tax on the increase in the 
value of your investments. 
CGT is levied at the 
taxpayers 7 marginal rate. 
This means gains in 
excess of B&fiOQ are taxed 
at income tax rates (as top 


slice of income), at 20 per 
cent, 23 per cent or 40 per 
cent depending on your 
circumstances. Since the 
March 1998 Budget, the 
rate of CGT tapers 
downwards to 20 per cent 
over a 10 -year period. 
Distributions: income 
paid from a unit trust PEP 
Dividends: the portion of 
a company’s profits 
distributed to share- 
holders, normally paid 
half-yearly. 

Exit charge: a charge that 
is levied by some PEPs 
for selling uqp in the first 
few years. 

Income units: the 
opposite of accumulation 
units (see earlier). 
Qualifying funds: unit 
and investment trusts 
which qualify for the full 
£6,000 annual PEP 
allowance. They must have 
50 per cent of their 
investments in the EU. 
Share exchange: some 
PEPs allow you to 
exchange an existing 
portfolio of shares, usually 
at a special price, and . 
reinvest the proceeds in 
one of their funds. 

Ihx credits: dividends 
and income are normally 
paid net of basic tax. Tax 
credits are a record that 
this tax has been deducted. 


PERSONA!, PENSI ON S 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty'? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it> 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
fust whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middl emen, some companies impose severe penalties on their 
personal pension plans, should you wish to make changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission to. 
third parties for the introduction of new business. You don't 
have to commit yourself to paying identical contributions every 
year. And, should you decide to retire early, your benefits 

would be exactly the same as if you had chosen that date 
initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UJC 

If you’d like to know more, call 10990) 38 48 58 or sendoff 
the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equitable.co. uk 

For your security your id*pfeone«Dmaybeitt^^ 

IiricTOMtion/iiilTicc will only be gi«rn on EqmuHrrpoup products 
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. how to 


grow 


Quality is a facto r for those seeking 
valuable investments. By Tony Lyons 


I n the past, active fund man- 
agers were divided into 
those who favoured growth 
stocks and those try ing to 
find the greatest value. But 
nowadays, with the chan ge 
to a low growth, low inflation econ- 
omy; the growth followers have the 
upper hand 

The division between the two 
styles, however; is a fundamental 
one. And while the battle between 
them may appear to be over; this 
is because the leading value man- 
agement groups, such as M&G and 
Fidelity have refined their invest- 
ment philosophies to suit today’s 
market conditions. 

In fact, much of the poor perfor- 
mance of the recent past at M&G 
was seen by outside financial ad- 
visers to be a result of the group slav- 
ishly following its investment policy 
without adapting it to meet the 
changed economic environment 
“We don’t just look for low valua- 
tions, it's more sophisticated than 
Ghat,” says John Hatheriy of M&G. 
“So while looking for a low share 
price relative to a company’s 
prospects, we also look at the qual- 
ity of the company.” 


Fbrmucfa of the post-war period, 
the UK has had a high inflation, 
high interest rate economy, with 
its boom-bust cycles. Looking at it 
shnpHstically, value Mowers would 
seek to invest in companies ■whose 
shares were out of favour at the 
time, holding them for the next 
phase in the cycle. These so-called- 
cyclical stocks were typically in- 
dustrial companies, usually medium 
sized or smaller 
So when interest rates were near 
their high point in the cycle, sectors 
such as engineering foil out of 
favour; squeezed as they were by the 
high costs of bo r rowing and high 
rates of sterling, making their ex- 
port expensive. 

Value managers would buy these 
shares knowing that, when the gov- 
ernment of the day took corrective 
measures, these stocks would come 
back into favour After this, they 
would then switch to defensive 
stocks, such as food retailers, gain- 
ers when foe screws were tightened 
Managers with a growth invest- 
ment policy ignore this search for 
value. “Growth followers don’t min d 
paying a high price for a share, as 
long as that particular company’s 



Experienced punters know that in the race to choose the next successful fund the key is studying the form 


earnings continue to grow,” says 
John Ross of fidelity. 

Its followers believe that the long 
term value of any company’s share 
is solely determined by its future in- 
come stream. “If you find a stock 
with a history of good returns, this 
is likely to continue,” ex plains Simon 
White of RCM Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson. “It helps if the shares are 
underpriced, that they haven't been 
spotted by the rest of the market” 

In other words, “growth followers 


are after companies with above- 
average growth prospects," says 
Bob Ibrbury of Perpetual, a leading 
group using this investment theory. 
“We look hasicaltyat the price earn- 
ings ratios of companies, trying to 
bqy as cheaply as possible those 
with the greatest promise With 
low inflation and falling interest 
rates, growth stocks will continue to 
do better.” 

“Today, with the bias against 
cyclical stocks and heavy industry, 


it's evident that those who used the 
old value style were basically fayin g 
to predict the future state of the 
national economy,” ex plains John 
Ross. “If their forecast failed to 
happen, the value in their share- 
holdings wouldn’t be realised, so 
their funds ran into trouble.” 

Value followers have had to re- 
define their philosophy to meet the 
changes. In some groups this saw 
the spilling of some management 
blood on the way M&G, for example. 


had accompanied its amended in- 
vestment philosophy with a number 
of key changes in personnel. 

“Nowadays, we use a sophisti- 
cated checklist when looking at 
companies," says John Hatheriy. 
“This indudes looking at their bal- 
ance sheets, cash generation, mar- 
ket position, profit and dividend 
generation, their growth focus and 
the overall quality of their manage- 
ment Wa then end up with a list of 
value and qualitative scores. These 


wiQ show the difference between 
those that have a low current value 
for good reasons, and those where 
there are prospects that the valua- 
tions will change for the better” 
This almost seems like a variant 
of the growth theory, with its ad- 
herents trying to get in on the 
ground floor before the rest of the 
market has spotted a change in a 
company’s fortunes. Maybe value- 
followers are turning into quasi- 
growth strategists now. 


Coming around again 

Don’t panic over the PEP deadline. By Nic Cicntti 




ROLL UP, roll up. Fill your 
boots with a last-minute PEP 
Use it or lose it As the 5 April 
deadline for final PEP sales 
approaches, fond managers 
are becoming more strident in 
their efforts to persuade us to 
take out tax-free products. 

But the propaganda about 
not missing the PEP boat ig- 
nores one vitally important 
point on 6 April, it will still be 
possible to buy a tax-free sav- 
ings product, the Individual 
Savings Account GSA). 

In fact, in the coming tax 
year it will be possible to 
stash away £7,000 (mor e than 
the £6,000 allowed in a PEP) 
into a general ISA. The down- 
side is that ISAs are inher- 


ently more complicated. So 
what are the rules? 

Fbr a start, the age and res- 
idency requirements of a PEP 
apply to an ISA, too. But they 
also come in three (Efferent 
guises, maxi, mini and Tessa- 
only. Investors will be aDowed 
to set up their own variant al- 
most at will. The investment 
limit into maxi-ISA can be up 
to £5,000pa (£7,000 in 1999/ 
2000). It must contain a stocks 
and shares component, which 
indudes unit and investment 
trusts, shares, corporate 
bonds and gilts. But the maxi 
ran also include a cash com- 
ponent (bankfouflding society 
accounts, National Savings) 
and/or life assurance. Alter- 


nativety you can setupmini- 
ISAs. into which either £3,000 
can go into stocks and shares, 
£1,000 into insurance products 
or £1,000 into cash <£3,000 in 
1999/2000). Tessas will be 
scrapped, although you can 
stiD invest in one opened be- 
fore 5 April At maturity, and 
for six months afterwards, 
the capital value can be 
poured into a cash ISA. 

Investors who are bang ex- 
horted to pile into FEPs now 
should pause for thought So 
you lose a year’s worth of tax 
benefits. But . what goes 
around comes around - and 
in this case it will be back in 
a different wrapper the day 
after PEPs are with drawn . 



UK GROWTH PEP FUNDS 


Quartile Rankings 


5 years 


3 years 


1 year 


Your last chance to 
take out a Saga TESSA 


Fidelity UK Growth 
M&G UK Growth 
Perpetual UK Growth 
Schroder UK Enterprise 


Time is running out to pick your last PEP, so we'll get straight to the point Of the 


Only consistent 
FTSE beater. 


663 Unit Trust PEPs invested in the UK stock market our- Premier Equity Growth 


% 


Fund is the only one to have outperformed the FTSE All-Share every single year 


Interest Rate Guarantee^ 


since 1993. in fact, in just six years, £6,000 has grown to £14,847: after charges * 


Security of saving with one 
of the largest Building 
Societies in the UK 


16 . 3 %* average 

annual growth. 


With an average annual growth of 16.3%*, it is not only in the top 25% of all funds 


in its sector over 1, 3 and 5 years, it also has a 5 star Micropal risk/reward rating: 


the best you can get 


Option to invest between 

£3,000 and £9,000 


Five year variable rate 

TESSA 


Invest now 

for discounts of 

up to 2%. 


Better still: if you invest before 5th April, we're offering 1% off the initial charge 


for investments between £3,000 and £5,999 - and 2% off for £6,000 or more. 


So hurry and call us, fill in the coupon or speak to your independent Financial Adviser. 


gross/AER per annum tax-froe + 


1st April, 1999 is your last 
chance to open a Saga TESSA. 


Feeder account facility 
available at 6.45% gross/AER 
(taxable) 


SAGA 


Available exclusively to 
people aged 50 and over 


0800 

403060 save & 


www.prosper.co.uk 
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fund and Index comparisons baud on buying price with gross income reinvested to 12.99. 'All other figtms: buying to Miffing price over 6 years to 1.2 J9 (5 year performance £11,129 or 13.2%). 
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lid is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMR0 and is parr of the Fleming Asset Management Marketing Group which sells Investments, life assurance and pension products. 
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Design 


the INDEPENDENT' 

Saturday 6 March 1999 


Daub, splatter, drip and dribble 



Jackson Pollock’s action paintings had an electrifying effect on post-war designers. Will the arrival this month of a jngjor 
new exhibition at London’s Tate Gallery cause s imilar creative shock waves second time around? By Lesley Jackson 


0 


Wi 


sen Sir Leigh 
Ashton, director 
ofthe Victoria and 
Albert Museum, 
was confronted hy 
bis first Jackson 
Pollock painfingin 1948, his reaction 
was: “it would make a most en- 
c hanting si)V” Dp-si g nors tfiAWispTi »»« 
were equally quick to appreciate the 
decorative potential of action paint- 
ing, and initially it was the design 
fraternity rather than the art world 
which responded mostpositivelyto 
what Alexander Elliot dismissed in 
Time magazine as ‘‘the shlosh-and- 
spatter school of post-war art”. 

In his landmark article on Pollock 
published in Life magazine on 8 
August 1949, Arnold Newman wrote: 
-Recently a formidably highbrow 
New York critic hailed the brood- 
ing, puzzled-looking man shown 
above as a major artist of our 
time... Others believe that Jackson 
Pollock produces nothing more 
than interesting, if inexplicable, 
decoration. Still others condemn 
his pictures as degenerate, and 
find them as unpalatable as yes- 
terday's macaroni." 

WMe art allies argued fruitlessly 
over whether it was art decoration 
or. indeed, yesterday’s macamni, de- 
signers responded in a more im- 
mediate way to FoBocfc's energy and 
dynamism. His worts had a huge im- 
pact in Italy, for example, when it 
was showcased at the Venice Bien- 
nale in 1950, prompting Lucio 
Fbntana to create a huge scribbly 
neon-lighting installation - the 
three-dimensional equivalent of an 
action painting - at the Milan 
Thennale the following year. 

In Britain, Z&a and Lida Ascher, 
who produced artist-designed dress 
fabrics and scarves, were the first 
to get in on the act commissioning 
an abstract expressionist fabric 
from Gerald Wide in 1947, which 
captured all the excitement of “Jack 
the Dripper”, just as his work was 
breaking onto the international 
scene. Hot on their heels came the 
Preston-based firm of Horrockses, 
makers of printed cotton frocks, who 
nhandnru^ floral patterns in favour 
of Pollock-inspired scribbles and 
dots. “Dot Dash” was the evocative 
name of a fabric made by March- 
in gton in 1954, while over in 
De nm ark, the artist Aagaard An- 
dersen created an irreverent 
homage to Pollock in theformof two 
“action textiles”, “Doodtepoint” and 
“Doodledash”. 

During the 1950s, it was perfectly 
commonplace for artists to create 
designs for the textile industry, as 
the title of an exhibition called 


Design 


l! 


Lines 


j THE UNSTOPPABLY 
innovative designer Ron Arad 
il this week unveOed his latest 
;; creation, “Fantastic Plastic 
!; Elastic" (FPE, pictured 
;■ below). Made in association 
with the Italian company 
> Kartell, it consists of a single 
polymer sheet bent into shape 
(a revolutionary process, 

: utch) and slotted into an 
aluminium triune Sleek, 
stackable and available in 
many colours, it can be 
: purchased for the equally 
startling price of £125, from 
Artworks, 21-22 Upper Street, 
Islington. London N1 QPQ 
1 01 71-359 47T8). 



LOVERS OF Italian films, the 
Fifties and mechanical 
delights should head to the 
European Academy for the 
Arts i3-9 Grosvenor Place. 
London SW1, Thes-Sat 10.30- 
5.30. Sun 230-530, Wed 
10.30-8) for a new exhibition: 
-The Vespa: a 20th-century 
design icon”(0171-235 0303). 


WOMEN DESIGNERS made a 
huge impact in the Potteries 
from the 1920s onwards. Find 
out more about Susie Cooper, 
Millicent Taplin and others in 
an exhibition at the Croydon 
Clocktower. The Clocktower 
is holding a woman-only 
“Decorate your own pot" 
as part of international 
Women's Day on B March. 
“Dynamic Designers: 
pioneering potters and 
paintresses” runs until 3i May 
at The Clocktower, Katharine 
SL Croydon 10181-253 1030). 



designer Timo Sarpaneva. 
Sarpaneva underwent a late but 
dramatic conversion. During the 
early 1950s he had been the coolest 
of all the designers in the Scandi- 
navian Modem school, but in 1964 
he abandoned this Brancu^-esque 
(jetadunent to create what can wily 
be described as “action glass". 
Inspired by “Jackson PtiGock’s spon- 
taneous paintings of massed • 
densely coloured lines", Sarpaneva . . 

responded with his craggy charred 
Finlandia sculptures, shaped in 
wooden moulds set on fire by the 

incandescent glass. 

Glass may sound an unlikely 
mfvtinm for abstract expr essi o ni s m , 
but molten glass, like paint, is a fluid 
material, and back in the 1950s, . 
Pollock's dynamic methods inspired - 
designers in several countries to \ 
adopt a freer and more painterly 
approach to glass. VicteLuxtetrand . 
in Sweden and Max Verboeket in 
Holland both created three-dimen- 
sional action paintings by sus? 


rim 


pu 


sprir 
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A lot of FoBocfcs Robert Wfelch’s 1958 candelabrum; top t: Flamingo fabric by TEbor Bad); noddle: streaky glass by W3ham W3soo; bottom Oak fiabrk by Dorottxy Carr 


“Paintings into Textiles”, held at the 
ICA in 1953, bears witness. The 
exhibition featured abstract paint- 
ings by leading artists such as 
Henry Moore, Eduardo Paolozzi, 
William Gear; Donald Hamilton- 
FTaser and Louis LeBroquy many 
of which were subsequently put 
into production by the progressive 
Lancashire textile firm, David 
Whitehead. Paule Vfaday, who de- 
signed a number of fabrics for the 
equally forward-looking Heals, 
commented in 1959 that “the whole 


standard of textile design has been 
raised in the most interesting way 
by the introduction of designs in- 
spired by paintings. They have 
ceased to be some thing purely com- 
mercial and have formed a bridge 
between commercial art and fine 
art" Vezelay appreciated the im- 
portant propaganda role of design 
in popularising the avant-garde. Of 
her own textiles she said: “Many 
people would be bewildered by the 
same design if it were an oil paint- 
ing and shown in an art gallery”. 


Eddie Pond, a textile designer 
who trained at the Royal College of 
Art from 1955 to 1958, experienced 
the Pollock phenomenon at first 
hand. “Designers found a new god 
in Jackson Pollock and action paint- 
ing.” he recalls. “Doreen Dyall’s 
deskat the RCA sat in a sea of en- 
crusted varnish and paint, whilst 
other students dribbled and 
splashed paint all round.” Etyall 
was one of many Pollock-inspired 
young pattern designers, including 
EayHiliien Dorothy Carr and Nicola 


Wood, who enthusiastically collab- 
orated with textile and wallpaper 
manufacturers on leaving college, 

white a_<yrringymm g action painter s 

such as CEff Holden and Harold 
Cohen were just as keen to join the 
fun. In the go-ahead firm of Heal 
Fabrics they found an enlightened 
patron, and thus it was that their 
daubed, spattered, dripped and 
dribbled patterns created a new 
school of textural abstract design. 

Pollock-mania reached its peak 
in Britain between 1956-59, following 


a series of major exhibitions devot- 
ed to abstract expressionism at the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery and the 
Tate. The silversmith Robert Which 
was so fired up after seeing Pollock's 
paintings in 195B that he designed 
a stunning seven-light cande- 
labrum, its spindly knobbly tegs 
suggesting dribhles of paint Many 
other designers have testified to the 
electrifying impact of abstract ex- 
pressionism on their work, includ- 
ing the American textile artist Jack 
Lenor Larsen, and the Finnish 


in a matrix of clear glass. Arne Jon 
Jutrem went further still, inciting 
the normally restrained glassmak- 
ers at the Hadeland factory in 
Norway to pour trails of enamel at 
random onto the surface of his 
glass. Pollock’s legacy can also be 
detected in the irregular lumpy 
vessels with streaky colouring ab- 
ated by firms such as Whitefriars 
and Leerdam during the 1960s. 
Indeed, it could be argued that it was ■ 
Pollock, indirectly, who was re- 
sponsible for triggering off the 
studio glass movement His icono- 
clastic approach to paintinginspired 
a generation of independent young 
glass artists - including the leg- 
endary Dale Chihuly- to use glass 
in a spontaneous way and to push 
it to the limit as a creative medium. 

•Ary number of PhD theses await 
being written about the influence of 
Cubism, of Tachism, of Op or Fqp art 
on fabrics and wallpaper" wrote 
Ernst Gombrich in 1979, “and about 
the decreasing time lag with whidi . 
these inventions are taken up and 
spread throughout industry” Will 
the return of Jackson Pollock to 
London in 1999 prompt another 
explosion, and if so, now we have no 
textile industry to mention, what 
form will it take? 


The Jackson Pollock exhibition fa 
atiheTbte Gallery, Mfflbank, Lon- 
don SWl from 11 Monk to 6 June 
f 0171-887 8000). The designer Paul 
Smikhascreatedalmuted-edition 
T-shirt to accompany (tie exhibition, 
aoai table from, the Tate Gattery 
shop, price £35, proceeds to the Hxte 
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Oh TV I worship thee 


Screen dreams: The Ultimate TVs 


Your sitting-room may end up looking like a small branch of Dixons, 


but if you’re a sensorama sound freak, who cares? By Philip Kerr 


TO DESCRIBE my television merely 
as a set does it no justice at aH If I 
may slip temporarily into Clarkson 
speak, to use the word “set” in 
conjunction with my television is life 
calling a Ferrari F-JO a “vehicle". 
My television bears no more relation 
to the average crystal bucket than 
the London Aquarium does to a gold- 
fish bowL It is an entertainment 
centre. It is the coolest of cool 
media It is not so much a television 
as a home cinema 

Let’s take the big screen first of 
all It is a rear-projection screen, 42 
inches high, taller than a Mini 
Attached to this we have a Nicam 
VHS recorder that is both NTSC- 
and PAL-compatible, which means 
that whenever I visit America I can 
buy lots of videos at the sort of prices 
we would all be paving if we hadn’t 
been stupid enough to join the EC. 
Then there is a laser-disc player that 
enables me to play those extra-spe- 
cial films which I never grow tired 
of watching - Lawrence of Arabia, 
2001: A Space Odyssey. Tby Story - 
without degrading the recording. 

So, we have pretty good pictures. 
But then there is the audio. The 
audio is breathtaking. The audio 
qualify is better than Wimbledon 
Odeon. (Not that this is difficult, 
mind. Wiliiam Hague sounds better 
than my local Odeon.) The audio in 
my TV room comes out of five 
smallish speakers, arranged around 
the walls so that you get what you 
might call the ScteingPrivateRyan 
effect of bullets zipping past both 
ears, and a big bass Jago speaker - 
which doubles asacoflee table- that 
provides the secondary Sawing 
Private Ryan effect of not just 
bearing the sound of a German 88, 
but feeling it too, and thanking God 
that it missed you. Listening to that 
Jago rumbling underneath your 
Nescafe, you tell yourself that it 
sounds so realistic you would 
probahfyneverhear the one that had 
your name on it If Nicole Kidman 
is pure theatrical Viagra, then a Jago 
bass speaker is pure televisual 



houses with bunker-thick walls and 
gardens in which there are many 
sound-absorbent trees. 

Television is a natural part of ny 
life and I love watching it. The only 
problem is that there is so Kttle • 
worth watching. Hence the VHS, the 
laser disc, the membership of the 
BkxibustervideoshopandnawSty 
Digital, with all lie sports channels 
and aQ the 6)™ for £29 a 

month. This sounds expensive until 
you have to watch BBCl fora whole 
Saturday evening. Tty it and see if 
I’m not right 

The truth is, Fm bit of a convert 
to Sky. Originally; this might have 
had something to do with the fact 
that I was evangelised by the high 
priestess of Sky herself - Elizabeth 


Philip Kern centre of entertainment 


JoknDempsie 


Aldous Huxley: 0, Brave New World 
that has such speakers in it 
On one occasion I was watching 
Heat, which has one of the best, and 
loudest, shoot-out scenes since 
Peckinpah's TheWUdBvnch. On the 
equipment in my TV room, you 
could tear every high-velocity build: 
impacting tinnify just above the 
dado rad, getaway cars screeching 
away behind the curtains, police 
sirens wailing like so many lost 
cate in toe recesses of the fireplace, 
innocent bystanders str eaming with 
terror as they threw themselves 
down on the Bokhara rug, and Al 
Pacino breathing heavily beside my 
Puilman-style armchair hav ing 
sprinted in from the dining-room to 
put a bullet between the eyes of poor 
old Tom Sizemore. The sound erf the 


heat coming around the comer 
seemed so realistic toatlfelt obliged 
to go outside toe house and listen 
through the window, to find out if my 


7 now have a wider 
choice of crap to 
browse through in a 
more user-friendly way’ 


neighbours thought they were living 
next to the spiritual heirs of David 
Kbresh, and another Waco was in 
progress. It is pezhaps fortunate that 
both they and I live in detached 


Murdoch, whose eyes lit up as she 
told me about the digital revolution 
whidi, she assured me, would 
change forever the way we watch 
television. Once I escaped her 
electrifying gaze, 1 had my doubts. 
But now that I am a subscriber to 
Shy Digital, and hare been a view- 
er for several weeks, I must confess 
that Elizabeth is right It has 
changed the way 1 watch telly. I now 
have a wider choice of crap to 
browse through in a much more 
user-friendly way thanks to Sty’s 
excellent remote-control handset 
Moreover, the Sty crap looks and 
sounds a lot better; too. In compar- 
ison, terrestrial television broad- 
casts now appear as if it’s 
permanently snowing. 

All this extra equipment m eans 
a lot of black boxes and wires. The 
room now resembles a branch of 
Dixons. But when the lights are off 
you hardly notice, and there’s the 
added benefit of being able to watch 
a ttKjvie without having to endure toe 
scratch and sniff of foodstuffs being 
consumed by the Great Unfed. 
There are no commentators and no 
critics. Best of all I don’t hare to 
watch that ^ty Bacardi commenaaL 


Philip Kerr’s novel The Second 
AngeTispubti&edby Orion (£1239) 


THE TELEVISION set is no 
longer toe cutting-edge object 
of desire that it used to be. 
Impossible to integrate into the 
stylish modem sitting-room, it 
more often than not squats like 
a large toad in toe corner of 
your living space - too big, too 
black and just too damn bulky 
to be anything other than a 
complete eyesore. 



But now television set 
manufacturers are be ginning to 
change all that Conscious that 
they are competing with a 
whole new world of computer 
games, not to mention toe 
Internet, they are not only 
getting to grips with new 
technology, but with 
revolutionary design as well: 
having to fight to be the first to 
serve up the much-publicised 
digital revolution to a gadget- 
hungry, style-conscious public. 

As a humble punter, you can 
realise at least one of your hi- 
tech aspirations with Phillips’s 
28-inch, fully integrated, digital 
widescreen television, retailing 
at about £1,000. Viewers will be 
able to receive around 10 free 


The award winning “Cod 
Green” widescreen, priced at 
just under £2,000, features 
45-watt Nicam stereo, 
surround-sound, a 100Hz 
(flicker-free) screen and 
includes a matching VCR. Cal 
0181-665 6350 for details and 
local stockists. 

Another company that is 
investing in style as much as 
performance is Grundig: their. 
42-inch (4-inch depth) flat- 
screen Planatron can be 
mounted on toe wall (call 0181- 
324 9460 for details), making it 
thoroughly and pleasingly 
discreet . Hie downside is the 
price - a hefty £12,000. 

Toshiba have also used state- 
of-the-art rear-projection 

technology to produce the 
4 0-inch “SupennodeT TV the 
40PW8DB (available for around 
£3000, call 01276 62222 for 


m 




ifttteew'h -.Cftvtfr: .r 

Kiri - • • 

tar:.; V.. 
prir;.- 

... 

•• • • • 
|*Skv!v ' 

fcfeA-T ■■ -■ 

sait:.,. ...... 

fel t .'.;U • ■■ 

nA ' ' 




■»■■«£ ir# 

‘Sfelte.v.r’, 




S&. 




- . 1 - 


*«i4TL, r: V ? 


I§ m 



digital channels as well as the 
new sendees from ITV2 and the 
BBC, simply by plugging into 
their existing aerial socket 
Phillips have also manage 
to produce a range of television 
sets which are stylish enough to 

be viewed in their own right 


details), with a depth that is 
less than half its screen size. . 

The cinematic experience is 
heightened by the screen’s j 
ability to broadcast in 
widescreen format and Dolby 
Digital or Dolby Pro-logic 
surround-sound produce crisp 
stereo in five different modes. 

With their ability to link up to 
DVD players, andmiperior 
sound and vision quality, 
manufacturers are hoping that 
these sets will be toe revolution 
that TV needs to reclaim its 
place in toe nation's hearts - 
and sitting-rooms. 

Katy GUEST 


Top: Phillips's 28-inch, 
widescreen digital TV set; 
middle: the “Cool Green” 
screen; bottom: the 42-inch 
fiatscreen, wan-mountable 
Planatron 
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O^N T TO OWN 

the Latfst tpatm FP c 

. Time to 

put a 
spring in 
your step 


Left Legacy in grey with orange, naw or Eme details, 
£8159, DC (0181*427 2812) 


I f you dose your eyes then Tm 
sure you can still picture 
them. What they looked like 
when they came out of the 
box. And how they died- The 
heels of your first pair of 
cool trainers were so worn 
down that half of your socks were 
threadbare before you chucked them. 
Either that or the junction between 
upper and inner sole burst open like 
a cracked-leather chrysalis every 
time you took a stride. 

My own personal memoiy is of play- 
ing football on a concrete tennis court 
covered in snow, one baggy white 
Puma on my left foot and a pert, black, 

Adidas Mamba on toy ri ght Salva g in g 
the working halves of credible label 
trainers was the only option when the 
alternative was to be cast into peer.hell 
r% a pair of cheap, comfortable non- 
label imitations. No, the cheap ones 
were just not as good. mum. 

On astro turf 
Name: Tiempo Pro 4 Turf 
Price: £39.99 
Stockist: 0800 056 1640 
Description: The solid, dependable 
workhorses of Nike’s footie fleet with 
full-grain leather uppers, padded col- 
lar and durable rubber soles. They’re 
comfortable, understated and offer 
decent traction on astro turf. 

Style: iriricie 

Anything else worth considering? 
Nike Ultracell (£29.99, 0800 056 1640} 
if you want to look like the world’s 
greatest striten They look like thej^re . 
made of the same, bright blue syn- 
thetic kangaroo skin, (the breathable 
KNG-100) with polyurethane CPU) 
that was bestowed upon the Ronaldo- 
j^fldorsed Nike Mercurial football 
ooots lastyeag although tins is a stan- 
dard synthetic-leather produd. (This 
season Ultracell will also be available 
in blackj If you prefer Beckham’s 
boots (tyre-tread rubber for added 
swerve), then choose Adidas Touch 
Team (£59.99, 0161 419 2839), based on 
the ubiquitous Predator football boots. 

In country 

Name: MerrelL Jungle Runner 

Price: £64J)9 
Stockist: 0117 963 6363 
Description: MerreU hiking boots 
were originally based around a cow- 
boy boot last, although the Jungle Run- 
ner looks like a climbing shoe which 


has been genetically spliced with a 
Michelin tyre and a squid. The ankle- 
hugging uppers are made of supple red 
nubuck/spUt leather with a padded 
bellow tongue. The EVA (ethyl vinyl 
acetate) sole, which is compression 
moulded to the contours of the instep, 
is rubber with octopus-like suction 
pads. It also looks like it was designed 
around a foot rather than designed 
with a fort squeezed into ft afterwards. 
Style: ir-firk-tc 

Anything else worth considering? 

TimberlamTs Gorge MPO (£65, 0345 
669 988) for excursions above the tree 
line. It has a nubuck leather upper with 
breathable mesh panels in stylish 
colour combinations (the stone/orange 
combination is the best), arch support 
and a moisture-licking climate-control 
lining. The sole has a big, protective 
rubber outsole coupled to a light- 
weight EVA compression-moulded 
midsole for superior comfort and 
shock absorption, which should 
dissipate the energy from any swift 
manoeuvre tsuch as leaping back- 
wards to avoid a runaway trolley in 
Homebase). 

On the skateboard 

Name: Vans Unkel 
Price: £49.99 
Stockist: 0181-877 9907 
Description: Vans suede skate- 
boarding shoes have surpassed the 
canvas Converse Chuck Taylor All- 
stars basketball shoe as the all-Amer- 
ican sneaker wear. Both are 
hardworking, basic flat shoes, that- 
place little emphasis on inner sole 
technology or arch support - in fact, 
they both epitomise why your mum 
wanted you to wear proper fitting 
shoes from Clarks. The Unkel adheres 
to Vans’ traditional two-tone upper, 
waffle-soled style. We like them in 
black and charcoal, but the navy/grey 
combination is equally restrained. 
Style: iriridr 

Anything else worth considering? 

If you want something which looks 
more scientific, the DC Leguy (£84.99, 
0181-427 2812) - in subtle greys with 
bright orange, navy or lime details - 
look like America’s unfitary intelli- 
gence was put to work on their con- 
struction, and the result is a strung, 
supportive, comfortable shoe with a 
high-density, foam-padded collar and 
a polyurethane arch support If you 
prefer something more basic, tfaenthe 



Six Of The best 

MOTHER'S DAY GIFTS - 14 MARCH 


Left: Jungle Runner in red, yellow or cream, 
£6449, Morrell (0117 963 6363) 


retro, all-black or all-white Adidas 
Stan Smith leather tennis shoes (£40, 
0161 419 2839) are what to be seen skat- 
ing around town in this year 

On asphalt 
Name: Adidas KB 8 II 
Price: £80 

Stockist: 0161 419 2839 
Description: A case of once bitten, 
twice high. Haying already missed 

out on conquering the American 
market with Michael Jordan - who 


apparently said he’d prefer to go with 
the three stripes if they could match 
Nfe’s offer -Adidas have pinned their 
colours to the LA Lakers number 8 , 
Kobe Bryant, hence the acronym for 
these basketball boots. The ankle-hug- 
ging, foot-cradling space-age KB 8 EL 
uses all Adidas's latest technology, 
from the light but lumpy adiPRENE 
shock-absorbing sole to the Torsion 
Extension which offers stability while 
maximising flexibility. Where it’s not 
overwhelmed by the ridged, moulded 


soul, the mesh upper is a shimmering 
silvery black. 

Style: 

Anything else worth considering? 

Nike Air Terra Ketchikan (£89.99,0800 
056 1640), if horizontal spring, not ver- 
tical elevation, is the key. This outdoor; 
hard-wearing running shoe, combines 
a high traction, air-suctioned sole 
with a Gore-Tex waterproof upper. 

Shaun Phillips 
DEPUTY EDITOR, ZM Magazine 


Check it Out 

BUILDING-SITE CHIC 


FROM BACKYARD to bedroom, the 
newest look for the home comes 
straight from the nearest building 
site. But before you get all house 
proud and rush off to dig out the dust- 

covers, this isn't a rusty, mud-splashed 
kind of look, but merely a nod to con- 
struction and a smirk at the materi- 
als your home was made from. From 
giant upturned naOs to sit on, to scaf- 
folding for your CD collection, if you 
want to lay the foundations for a fash- 
ionable home, start with the basics. 

Beforeyou so much as pick up your 
tool kit (a collection of glamorous 
catalogues and a decent glass of 
wine), make sure you’re dressed for 
the matter in hand. And no, that does- 
n’t mean builder's-bum jeans and a 
paint-spattered T-shirt It means the 
Work Suit from Aero (£19.50, 0181-971 
(k Jb EJ ). a work overall d la Beastie 

Boys, that comes in a tin and is avail- 
able in Mae size only- large, of course, 
to let out the builder in you. 

Next build the appropriate mood 
with some well-constructed lighting. 
The Road Cone Lamp costs £27.50 
from British Home Stores (enquiries, 
0171-262 3288) has a simple, soft white 
glow. Ftor something more febrica- 
tionally full-on, opt instead for Mark 
Howard’s concrete lamp with steel 
rods. The table-lamp sized creation 
Costs £240 from Jon Old (0171-565 8808) 
and gives off a pale luminescence. 

Once you’ve got your lighting sort- 
ed, tum to industry for style tips on 
storage solutions and invest in some 
^affbWing media towers from McCord 
. vhJTO 908 7020 £3 ). Modern and utili- 
tarian, the alurramum-dfertrod struc- 
tures are reminiscent of scaffolding, 
they’re the perfect way to support CDs, 
videos or cassette tapes. CD towers 
start at £11.95 for a structure that Mas 
30 (fiscs but, if you're aiming for ahgp 
rise kind of look, the effect is mutopUefl 



Mark Howard’s concrete lamp, £240, Jon Old (0171-565 8808); construct your own storage with Scaffolding Media Towers, from 
£11.95, McCord (0870 908 7020 E3); Nail Stools, from £165, Stephen Etnhorn (0171-359 4977) 


by the taller units. A 264-CD tower 
costs £74.95. Floral displays will also 
benefit from high-rise housing. Opal 
London 10181-208 0708 S) has gal- 
vanised metal window-boxes from 
£9.50 each. 

For those little things you need to 
keep tidily tucked away the Gail Rob- 
bins metallic collection (available 
from Home Elements 3. 0800 3285351) 
is ideal Each design varies sEgMfy but 
the basic choice is between the hat box 
(£ 139 ), document box (£120) and petrol 


can (£55): the latter is far too pretty 
to deposit anywhere near a garage. 

Practical types can follow the ex- 
ample of Aussie plumbers who are ap- 
parently far too stylish for their own 
good and keep their torts stowed 
away in the back of their ‘rites” in 
sleek, galvanised trunks. Ocean Home 
Shopping (0870 848 4840 S> stocks 
something similar in a choice of two 
sizes (£19.95/ £24.95). Both have stur- 
dy carrying handles should you need 
to move them. 


Continue the theme in the bath- 
room with practical wire shelves, £55 
each from House^ (01258 454 884(E)) 
before moving swiftly on to the bed- 
room. Smarten up a sloppy boudoir 
with zinc and mesh bedside tables 
from The Holding Company (£75, 
0171-610 9160 B) and stylishly mark 
outyour bedtime territory with Fence 
100 per cent cotton bed linen from 
Habitat <0645 334433). Prices start at 
£15 for a pillowcase. Finally rt*g back 
to where you started, with some- 


where comfortable to sit and survey 
your handy work Camarat stackable 
armchairs cost £89 each from Habitat 
(0645 334433 for nearest store) and are 
made from moulded, galvanised 
metsL Alternatively, perch on a Nail 
Stool, from Stephen Einhorn (0171-359 
4977). Prices range from £165 for a 
small Nail Stool with a soft wood 
base and go up to £495 for a large stort 
with a hard wood base. 

RfcOANNON BATTEN 



Crabtree & Evelyn’s telephone 
shopping service will arrange deliv- 
ery of their Aroma thology Relax- 
ation Kit containing three products 
at half (be usual price, just £19.99 
(0171-603 1611 for stockists l:> 



Brew an invigorating and cheering 
cuppa - Mother’s Tea, £2.75, YVhit- 
tard (0171-924 18881!!, 0800 525 092 
for stockists) 



For a gloriously colourful bunch of 
tulips call Nicholas at Harper & 
Tom’s, from £25 <0171-792 8510) 
with free local delivery or delivery 
elsewhere from £7 



Even republican matriachs will 
enjoy this golden jewel-studded 
Royal Shower Cap. £19.95, Presents 
Direct (0181-246 43773) 




Soothe her hands and spirit with 
hand cream made with organically- 
grown rose oil, £15. Persian Rose 
(rosarians@blmternet.com, 01785 
8402173) 



Sponsor the planting of a tree to 
make hers a brighter borongh and 
help regenerate urban areas in the 
process, £35, Drees for London 
(0171-407 088$) 
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J aded by the German 
cars that monopolise 
the grander end of the 
carscape? Then try this 
for size: a new oar 
with a super-evocative 
marque name from a 
company that zoomed back into 
credibility a year or so ago with one 
of die tastiest-looking cars to pitch 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


ROAD TEST 

up in dealers' showrooms for quite 
some time. We are, of course, talk- 
ing Alfa Romeo. 

Specifically, we are talking Alfa 
166. As its name suggests, there’s 
a clear relationship with the deli- 
cious-looking 156, but it’s bigger. 
Here we’re chasing BMW Fives 
and Audi ABs, rather than BMW 
Threes and Audi A4s. Is it a hope- 
less quest? 

It shouldn't be. if Alfa Romeo has 
learnt from past cost-cutting and 
golden-goose killing. The handsome 
164, which the 166 replaces, was a 
case of nearly but not quite. With the 
166, Alfa Romeo aims to do the job 
properly. And that means bunding 
a car which not only looks desirable, 
but which is properly designed and 
put together and gives a good drive 
without excuses. 

Has Alfa found the plot? Let’s 
begin on the inside, in a cabin as 
attention-grabbing as its rivals’ are 
discreet It’s the swathe of con- 
trasting colour and texture that 
does it, beginning across the bottom 
of the dashboard, expanding into a 
sweep across the frontdoors, rising 
and broadening as it continues into 
the rear doors. It pulls the interior 
into one unified vision. 

Then there’s die dashboard itself 
with chrome-rimmed, overlapping 
instruments, and a centre console 
- it Looks better in metallised grey 
than in the optional not-wood - 
which contains an ‘integrated 
control system”. This shows, on an 
LCD screen, the settings and read- 
ings for the stereo, the aircondi- 
tioning and the trip cnmp^if-er. and 



options include satellite navigation 
and a built-in telephone, for which 
you will need a SIM card. If you have 
a mobile phone, it will probably 
contain one. 

Be sure to follow the instructions 
and enter the right pin number. 
The first 166 1 drove, in Italy had its 
computer menu in Italian, and I 
didn’t do quite as 1 was asked. The 
result was that the Alfa’s phone 
destroyed my SIM card, so ending 
a week in which I locked myself out 
of my house, was stopped for speed- 
ing in FYance and suffered my worst- 
ever computer crash. 

You might expect this to have set 
me against the Alfa, but it didn't 
Now, reacquainted with it in right- 
hand-drive UK form, I remember 
wtayl Eked it so much. The looks play 
a part, less startling than the 156's 
style but still dramatic, with a bold 
scallop along the - Sides, hpadlights 
so slim they look like sidelights, and 
a high tail adorned only by two 
tapering tail-lights ill uminate d by a 
hank of Light-emitting diodes in- 
stead of mere bulbs. It’s a pity the 
nose extends so far beyond the 
front wheels, tho ugh. 

There are three engine variants, 
and the two extremes are better 
than the one in the middle . Grand- 


est is a 3.0-litre V6 matched to a six- 
speed gearbox; next down is a 2J5- 
litreV6 which lacks puff at low revs; 
and humblest is a 2j>titre, fburcyiin- 
der with balancer shafts and “TWin 
Spark” ignition (two sparkplugs per 
cylinder; long an Alfa speciality). 

This sweet-6pinning, crisp-sound- 
ing 2.0-litre propels the hefty Alfa 
with surprising vigour if you use its 
ready rewability. There’s little real 
need for anything more muscular; 
especially as you’ll also get the 
slickest gearchange and lightest 
dutch. The VBh clutches are tiringfr 
heavy so you might be better off with 
the Sportronic automatic option. 

The TWin Spark is also the most 
agile, thanks to its lighter front end. 
Actually, I can't think of a big, front- 
wheel-drive saloon that handles bet- 
ter The steering is direct and well 
weighted, and the front wheels bite 
hard mtn the road long after you 
expected them to drift towards the 
outside of the bend. Much of this is 
down to the clever rear suspension, 
which helps to point the nose tidily 
into the next twist with just a flick 
of the steering. 

It’s comfortable, too, with a firm 
but rounded ride, supportive seats 
and a good view forward over the low 
bonnet And I'm pleased to report 


Whichever way you look at it, the Alfa 166 manages to be dashing and solid at the same time 


that it’s also the most solidly built 
Alfa I have yet encountered, with 
door hinges that would surely sup- 
port the door of a bank vault The 
trim parts fit unexpectedly well, 
too, although the hard plastic lid of 
the dash-top storage box feels 
disappointingly cheap 
So, as good as the German com- 
petition? Ifes. Better? Probably not 
Different? Vfery ...This is a car with 
real spirit more a companion than 
a high-class transport tool It’s a 
proper Alfa, but upsized and without 
maddening oddnesses. See, it’s 
possible after alL 


Make and model: 

Alfa 166 2.0 Twin Spark 
Price: £23,371 

Engine: 1.970CC, four cylinders, 
16 valves; produces 155hhp at 
6,40Qrpm_ 

Transmission: Five-speed 
gearbox, front-wheel drive. 
Per f or m ance: Top speed: 
132mph; acceleration: 0-60 in 9.4 
seconds; economy: 24-29mpg. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


RIVALS 

Audi A6 1 .8Tb £23.703. Latter- 
day Bauhaus looks, terrific build 
quality lively pace from turbo 
engine, but less fun to drive than 
the Alfa. 

BMW 5201: £24,405. Six- 
cylinder engine is smooth but 
Lacks low-revs pull; again, it is 
beautifiilly built, but the whole 


car has a clumsy feel after 
experiencing the Alfa. 

Saab 9-5 2.0Ti £22,795. Lusty 
turbo engine gives the Saab 
strong pace, and 9-5 has the 
world's best cup-holder. Rather 
a squashy drive, though. 

Volvo S70 2.5 201ft £21.795. 
Good-value Volvo is showing its 
age but is lively, and the five- 
cytinder engine sounds great 


And now: the refrigerator on wheels 

The days of melted drivers are over. Air-conditioning is soon going to be the new-car norm, fey John Simister 


WITH CENTRAL-HEATING systems 
firing up all around, it is hard to 
conceive of summer motoring, even 
if it is now barely a few months away- 
In any event what passes for a heat- 
wave in this country is unlikely to 
cause us much trouble in our cars 
- most of the time anyway. 

Lastyean though, my family and 
I experienced an Italian s umme r so 
hot that even the Tuscans were 
complaining. It peaked at 42C, which 
equates in old money to 108E But it’s 
no problem if you’re travelling in a 
car with air-conditioning. You stay 
cool calm, alert and road-rage free. 
Even the chocolate stays solid. 

How on globally-warmed Earth 
did we cope without “air", as the 
motor trade likes to call it? Because, 
until recently, most people didn’t 
realise there was an affordable 
escape from the hell of a mobile 
oven. Now, though, airconditioning 
is the fastest-growing option of all in 


terms of customer take-up, with 
prices falling as awareness is rising. 

Let’s take Renault as an example, 
whose Mdgane Scenic kept the 
family Simister cool back in August 
last year In 1996, 29.8 per cent of 
its new passenger cars were air- 
conditioned, and once you got to 
the mid-size Laguna and above, 
the proportion rose to more than 
half. A year later, 199Ts figures 
show 4L6 per cent of all Renaults. 
and three^juarters of the Lagirna- 
and-upwards models, to be air 
conned, and even the great uni- 
versal Megane broke the 50 per 
cent barrier. 

Visteon, a Ford-owned maker of 
air-conditioning and electronic 
systems which also supplies other 
companies, predicts that 80 per 
cent of new cars supplied in the EU 
will be air-conditioned by 2005, 
compared with 35 per cent in 1997 
and 10 per cent in 1990. Fbrd- specific 


figures were 52 per cent -more than 
Renault -in 1997, up from 4 percent 
in 1990. “We’re still behind the US, 
though,” says Visteon's Shirley 
Hayden, “which was at 90 per cent 
in 1997.” 

Peugeot was one of the prime 
kick-starters of the new air-con 
culture. The final 405s came with the 
chilling breeze in a last-gasp sales 
push, audit coincided neatly with a 
hot summer “It was well received,” 
says Peugeot spokesman Chris 
Edwards, “so for the then-new 406 
we decided to offer air-con in lieu of 
a sun-roof, for an extra £350. We did 
the same thing with the revised 306 
last year except that, during the 
sumn^ we offered it free of charge. 
It was a good marketing tooL The 
way of the future will be sun-roof or 
air-conditioning, with no price 
differential, as we are offering on the 
new 206.” 

Ah yes, the sun-root Not so long 


ago this was an essential badge of 
status, even if many of them stayed 
shut This could be a problem for 
some, because a sun-roof is visible 
and air-con is not But aircon is the 
smarter option, more discreet, 
better suited to the less showy 
1990s. More useful, too, for there are 
sound practical reasons for having 
airconditioning in a modern can 

Ever bigger and more sloping 
windows present a larger surface 
area to thes^y which makes the car 
heat up more in the sun, and the 
smooth airflow over modern aero- 
dynamic shapes means there’s less 
chance of the air blasting its way into 
the eaten. That’s why the ventilation 
in many modern cars is feeble 
unless you turn the fan on. However; 
if the incoming air is cfaHIed, you 
need less of it to keep the cabin 
comfortable. 

Some people might object to air- 
conditioning on environmental 


grounds, but it isn’t an issue. An 
engine will use mare fuel when it is 
driving the system’s compressor 
pump, but greater damage is done 
to feel economy if you open a 
window ora sun-roof because of the 
air turbulence that results. Nor is 
there a problem with modern 
refrigerants, because today's Rl34a 
liquid, used by all manufacturers, is 
CFC-free. And with all this chilling 
of air going on. global wanning 
could perhaps cease altogether (but 
don’t quote me on that one). 

Air-conditioning is soon going to 
be the new-car norm, but you can get 
your present car refrigerated, too - 
at a price. Atpinair in Middlesex 
(0181-204 9633) can cool something 
like a Fbrd Escort for £1,475 plus VAX 
using a system which works just like 
FbnTs own, ff you’re not planning on 
selling for a while, it’s worth 
considering. It should add to your 
car’s value, too. Cool, yes? 



Love is in the air-conditioning 



MOTORING 


Cars for Sale 


TAX FREE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IMPORTS LIMITED 7 


Save np to 30% on your T Reg. car 

Wc are now taking orders for New right-hand drive 
vehicles for March 1* i*T REG.) detiverv 




Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 3-3 DAISY HILL CP;Vc. CHDRLEY ?I<E 



DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION HARKS 
Kycua^ artwijtiajinfl aHd ptoaMraastar the twwftfl ol ajpefl aQwse 
me pfcvde mnwetaOT Hfrm a Ucn. Btnan •hen coming id a bid 
deaaon: otenise jwi may nadkettfltyr M Wo nnriiafloo bde. 


PHONE; 01257 482305 FAX: 474745 


Snowchains 


GET TO 
GRIPS 

with winter 
conditions 

MCCMMIU John warn Bottom* 
HlwaAM km CT5 X7T TTana* Mr unr »■ i? 
Taupinw <o>2nraB;r Hron* tonsn&ssae 
RwpH0n*Q«O7TOTJSf 


SAAB 


SAAB SAVINGS 


Citroen 


2 irs hzi i 
//VSf/KT /VCf 




R REG SAAB 9-5 2.0 ECO 




LIMITED NUMBER OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE UNDER 10.000 MILES 


k/O&WeCCNiSOL i^rSQNT & SD£ ASSAGS 

Jj*3LO= 4 ASK. U/HLttCE Of SAAB SYR 

C’AE WARRANTY 

&sht acwMx vaccre. £/»vs ss thousajcs on 

&19C8MCIHS NLWCOST. 

^FDBACNSRATON CPK AvAWSS 

morqan pembridge 

EXECUTIVE CAR SPECIALISTS 
CMLWORTH ROUNDABOUT; SOUTHAMPTON 
TEL 01 703 292999 FAX: 01 703 769825 

30 SMB'S ALWAYS IN STOCK ■ PLEASE RING US 
WUH YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 


my Worst Car 

nick Ferrari’ s triumph tr4a 


It handled atrociously - well, 
it was six cars glued together 


I COULD tefl you all about my 
Lancia. It was e beautiful thing, 
styled by Putin farina, but that 
company had a terrible 
reputation for making rusty 
cars and mine was depredating 
by the minute. I fended having 
something sexy and stylish; 
then, by some strange coinci- 
dence, a gara^ selling Triumph 
sports cars opened up in fee 
next Kent village to where I 
lived. So I traded xny Lancia and 
for £500 drove away in a 
beautiful blue TR4a. 

There I was, 22 years old, 
with my first-ever convertible. 
It was springtime, I had a 
wonderful girlfriend and I had 
just started to do shifts at fee 
Sunday Mirror, Life seemed to 
be just about perfect and l had 
visions of me pulling up in 
great style in my Triumph on 
Fleet Street and getting loads 
of admiring glances. 

Unfortunately, it didn’t quite 
work out tike that Fbra start 
it rained a lot, and so I soon 
discovered that feehood did not 
exactly fit and 1 was totally 
soaked the whole time. Rather 
more seriously, fee Triumph 



The TR4a - like driving a nmle train over ice 


was a total nightmare to drive. 

The special feature of fee 
TRte was feat it had indepen- 
dent rear suspension, baton fey 
model it was a little too 
independent In feet it had a 
mind of its own. I would 
describe it as trying to get a 
mule train across ice. 

Now, Fm not the best driver 


in the world, but I could barely 
control the thing. Takings right 
-hander meant parking up and 
having a bit of a rest before 
attempting such a heart- 
stopping manoeuvre. 

Obviously something was 
wrong. Unfortunately, fee 
deafer who had sold it to me had 
by now shut down. Luckily, a 


friend's father ran a garage and 
put it on a ramp. He pointed out 

all the welds and it seemed that 
I had bought a cut-and-shut 
But rather than just two cars, 
I think there were half-a-dozen 
stuck together. 

Using all my journalistic 
skills, I traced the dealer to west 
London. His house was just 
around the comer from Lady 
Diana’s, whom I had bees 

doorstopping wife fee rest of 

the press pack. So as I sat In the 
Triumph, my mates were 
nipping around fee corner to 
use the phone box and sawn* 
sitting there. They thought Fd 
found another royal girlfriend, 
so dozens of them came around 

fee comer with all their tripods 

mid ladders. By fee time fee 
dodgy dealer opened his front . 
door; he thought that 1 Bed', 
brought a media mob with m 6 
and so he gave me all my 
money back on the spot 

Nicfc Ferrari presents fee i Big 
Boy’s Breakfast’ isith DaP& 
Banks <mTaIkRndxol053/l08 
AM toeekdaySj eamAam. Be ■ 
tom toffemo to James - 
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On the bonny, bonny 
•banks of... Lewisham 

When a ma n leaves London after 50 years for Loch Lomond, the ending should be ‘and he lived happily 
ever after’. But, as Iai n Campbell discovered, the Scottish dream isn’t always easy By Penny Jackson 

I t is difficult to im^ne anyone And on they go,” says John Brown, 
choosing to swap a home in a “They have to be prepared fortife 
picturesque Scottish coastal reality. Fhir-weather2Srssoon find 
town for a semi m Lewisham, they can’t cope” 

But hotelier lain Campbell Richard Fafrbairas and his wife 
misses the buzz of south-east j * 


Stepping Stones 


One Couple’s Property story 




I t is difficult to imagine anyone 
choosing to swap a home in a 
picturesque Scottish coastal 
town for a semi in Lewisham. 

But hotelier lain Campbell 
misses the buzz of south-east 
London so much thathe wants to give 
up the quiet life among lochs and golf 
courses for something altogether 
busier; noisier and dirtier 
^ His plea for help in returning to 
^opulai; trendy Lewisham” is unEkety 
to have fallen on deaf ears. The 
thought of settling in an idyllic spot 
near Lodi Lomond could have more 
than a few southerners posting their 
keys to Mr Campbell, a Glaswe g ian 
who Had lived in London for 30 years. 

Scotland has always attracted the 
English in search of a way of life they 
feel no longer exists sooth of the 
border Tight-knit communities where 
values are unsung and the coun- 
tryside is unspoilt are magnets for 
anyone disenchanted with life-in the 
fast lane. 

Not that it always works out Hie 
English cannot expect to be umver- 
saRy welcomed -at least, not until they 
have proved their worthiness. J ohn 
Brown of DTZ Debenham Thorpe, 
property advisers, says immediately 
that there are many who have 
. Jfoalgamated extremely well, and 
whose presence has helped save 
schools and services. 

But, he adds, there are those who 
have a knack of raising hackles. 
“Unless they are part of the sailing 
community on the periphery of the 
Highlands - the yellow-boot brigade 
- they'll not win friends fay throwing 
their money around and offering to bqy 
everyone in the bar a drink. The more 
isolated the place, the easier it is to 
give offence.” 

The Scots, like the Australians, 
have an equally dim view of the 
Pommy whinger. “Some newcomers 
have a summer Mtendar picture of 



than thecompteiaan -Tib 


And on they go,” says John Brown. 
“Thfy have to be prepared for the 
reality. Fhir-weather sailors soon find 
they can’t cope.” 

Richard Rurbaims and his wife 
Judy moved to the island of Mull, from 
Norfolk, 17 years ago because they 
wanted to bring up their family with 
the values of a small community. “Our 
five children were educated here and 
it has given them everything we ever 
hoped foe My wife is a townie and 
found it hard at the be ginning ; but then 
so was farming in Norfolk. We 
desperately wanted to get away from 
commercialism to something gentler 

“There are some English who like 
the idea of anew life, but don’t change 
their attitudes. It is no good coming 
here and throwing your weight 
around. Thu carft demand ft*** phTmtvr 
turns op the next day or expect to pop 
to the supermarket whenever you 
want Life is planned differently. 

“The majority ofpeople on Mull are 
incomers - Scottish, En glish and a 
smattering of other Europeans - and 
inevitably some of the old ways have 
been lost,” says Bichard Fairbaims. 

In their place, he and others like 
him have expanded the horizons of 
tourism. Well-known for his study of 
whales, Ffairbaims has built up an eco- 
tourist business offering trips to spot 
dolphins, sea-birds and whales. This 
is now for sale, alongside Ifcrrbreac 
House, which they built pf ght years 
ago, plus a guest lodge. Not that the 
femity is abandoning the feflanrf- “Our 
roots are fantastically deep.” 

Emma Smith is used to bdng called 
a Surrey Highlander. Herparents ran 
a small hotel near Pitlochry and she 
can recall their difficult first years. 
“Some didn't want our business 
because we were English, and the local 
tourist board was hardly welcoming. 
It took time and a sense of humour It 
doesn’t help that local people cannot 
always afford the larger bouses, so that 
where else can you 



High five: Edna and Stephen Cosgrove 


Richard and Judy Fhirbaim are selling op their business in Moll 
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The price of petrol Is high. There’s There is certainly no shortage of 
nothing in the local shops hutmkvce.’ English buyers. James Denne of 


Knight Frank's Lauder office, in 
Berwickshire, rarely needs to put a 
house on the open market He has lists 
of people lookingfor a country house 
with a few acres. The borders fake 
them out of the rat race but within 
commuting distance of Edinburgh. 

“That doesn’t mean to say theydotft 
have to adapt The towns are proudly 
Scottish but on the whole harmo- 
nious” says Denne. A three- or four- 
bedroom house with outbuildings and 


\ 


w 
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a bft of land starts at about £200,000- 
particulariy tactless is buying a place 
that needs doing up and then 
importing En glish builders. 

Burgeoning Scottish nationalism 
has unsettled a few. John Brown 
detects some scaremongering, not 
helped by the “rather ridiculous 
Braveheart process”, while Iain 
Campbell was reported as having 
noticed a new strident anti-English- 
ness among a small minority. 


Drew Farrell 

But if it is a vibrant urban life that 
Mr Campbell is hankering after: why 
does he have to return to London? 
After all, his home city of Glasgow - 
this year’s City of Architecture and 
Design - arguably has a great deal 
more to offer than “popular; trendy” 
Lew isham - - 


Tbrrbreac House. Mult offers over 
£295,000 loithDTZ Debenham Thorpe 
10131-459 2222) 


EDNA AND Stephen 
Cotgrove have bought and 
sold five properties but 
started life together in 
London’s Old Kent Road, 
when their weekly rent was 
18 shillings: “The floor 
sloped and it was pretty 
derelict," recalls Edna' 

In 1949, life took a turn 
for the better when they 
inherited a turn-of-the- 
century semi in Leigh-on- 
Sea, Essex, valued then at 
£750. With the arrival of 
three children, the couple 
had outgrown their home, 
which they sold in 1957 for 
£1,300. They spent £3,000 on 
a detached, 1920s four- 
bedroom property “up the 
hill” This needed 
renovation and the 
Cotgroves knocked down 
walls and uncovered 
fireplaces. “We were there 
for 10 years and it was a 
very happy time.” 

A new post for Stephen 
meant moving to Bath, 
though Edna was less than 
keen: “I had to be carried 
there kicking and 
screaming and was 
adamant that I would not 
five in a house made of Bath 
stone.” In 1967 they sold 
their 1920s bouse for £7,500 
and for £9,300 bought a 
detached property with five 
bedrooms, half an acre and 
tennis courts - importantly 
for Edna, it was white. 

By 1981 the children had 
left home and Stephen had 
retired. They sold their 
detached house for £67,000 
and, for £75,000, “settled for 
a SIX-bedFOOm mansion 
with fantastic views” - and 
in need of renovation - on 
the edge of Bath. 

In 1985, Edna retired 
from teaching and the 


couple decided to return to 
the east coast. They sold 
for £150.000, doubling their 
money in four years, and 
bought a grade II listed 
house in Woodbridge, 
Suffolk for £160,000. 

They have been here for 
14 years, but after a fall 
Edna has decided that the 
three-storey home may be 
impractical in spite of 
Stephen's kind adaptation; 
“a thick mat at the foot of 
the stairs”. They are now- 
selling for £430,000 and are 
about to buy a nearby 
property crafted from the 
wing of 0 Georgian house. 

Edna is pleased with 
their purchases and has 
this advice for today's 
buyers: “Whatever you buy, 
even if it is a house on an 
estate, make it different 
and special." 

GlNETTA VEDR1CKAS 

Those moves In brief 
1 949 - inherited semi 
valued at £750, sold for 
£1,300. 

1 957 - bought detached 
four-bedroom for £3.000, 
sold for £7,500. 

1967 -bought five- 
bedroom house in Bath for 
£9,300, sold for £67,000. 
1981 - bought six- 
bedroom mansion for 
£75.000, sold for £150,000. 

1 985 - bought grade n 
Woodbridge house for 
£160.000. sold for £430,000 
in February 1999. 

If you would like your 
moves to be featured write 
to: Ntc Cicutti, Stepping 
Stones, One Canada 
Square, London Eli 5DL. 
£100 unB. be awarded for 
the best story printed 
before 31 March 1999 


Forget the fresh coffee 

The smell of a hot cup of Java or a newly baked loaf of bread are 


no longer enough to get your house selling. By Fiona Brandhorst 


HOW MUCH work do you need 
to do to your house before you 
sell it? Does it realty make any 
difference to its asking price or 
to the speed of its sale? 

Having had a good valuation 
it is tempting just to put your 
house on the market as seen - 
if the estate agent is impressed 
then surety a potential buyer 
wifi be. The jury is still out on 
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1/ can deter someone from 
buying a property. But if loca- 
tion is considered the most im- 
portant factor in selling your 
home then presentation must 
come a dose second. 

Most estate agents now pro- 
duce a sales pack where you’ll 
find a section called something 
like “home enhancement”. Its 
advice may seem like common 
sense: freshly swept paths, 

1 weeded flower beds and pret- 
ty window boxes - and that’s 
■ just the exterior -but when we 
have dedded to move on, 
apathy can set in. Suddenly 
it’s not worth spending money 
or time on something we are 
going to leave behind. Or is it? 

Stephen Smith from Bush- 
ells estate agents in south Lon- 
don^ suggests “practical and 
intensive” measures when 
marketing your house. “Obvi- 
ously it’s not cost effective to 
replace your kitchen and bath- 
room when selling your house, 
but they are important areas 
and should look their best” He 
suggests cleaning windows and 
removing clutter to start with. 

“People get rid of their win- 
dow cleaner for incompetence 
and then never dean the win- 
dows themselves," be adds. "It 
is vital to let as much light as 
possible into a property." 

But Mr Smith warns against 
hiding problems. "Don’t start 
decorating if the general ap- 
Jarance is OK, but it is a good 
idea to tackle things like peel- 
ing paint” 

Houses tend to fall into one 
of two categories: always clean 
and titty or hopelessly untitty I 
guess most of us would like to 
be judged somewhere between 
the two - but remember that 
few estate agents are going to 


risk telling you to get vacuum- 
ing, as that is liltety to put their 
instruction in jeopardy. 

So impartial, constructive 
advice would be welcomed by 
most vendors- Which is proba- 
bly why Channel 5 found itself 
with a hit on its hands when the 
first series ofHouse Doctor was 
shown last year. Selected 
houses that remained unsold 
after around three months had 
a visit from an American styimg 
guru. Aim Maurice, who offered 
practical tips on how to improve 
saleability from repainting 
rooms to removing redundant 
furniture. Sales were subse- 
quently achieved for most of the 
homes featured. 

Ed Stobart is producing the 
second series (.to be shown in 
May). Had his team come 
across any realty disgusting 
homes in their research? He is 
diplomati c in his response. “It 
is always a little painful seeing 
yourself as other people see 
you, but we don’t humiliate 

people. That is not what the pro- 
gramme's about” 

A Feng Shui consultant 
Mary Lambert, stresses the 
need for energy flowing har- 
moniousty through the house. 

“Less clutter and more storage 
is very important If there's a lot 
of duttei; energy can’t move 
through the property. I would 
also suggest repairing loose 
guttering or replacing cracked 
Windows, These create negative 
energy and would not make foe 
vendor feel good. A consultant 
could look at the property and 
h ighlight an y other factors that 
might affect the sale." . 

According to Hilary Dalke 
from the Colour Design 
Research Centre at Southbank 
University; first impressions 
realty do count “No matter 
how good your home looks 
inside, if the exterior is 
unappealing prospective pur- 
chasers may just drive by" 

And the front door should 
look inviting. A survey by the 
Affiance and Leicester Bufl(fing 
Society revealed blue front 
doors to be the most popular; 
followed by green and red. . 

Once inside. Mr Smith from 
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The dividends are in the details 


Mark ChUve rs 


Bush ells advises against too 
much cleaning up, but he does 
advise that dogs should be ban- 
ished to your car or taken on a 
long walk when someone 
comes to view. Growling mutts 
are a definite turn off, as are 
ttetnamriing children. Families 
may prefer to drop off the keys 
at the estate agents and go out 
for the day 

Indirectly, photographer 
Gordon Atkins could be re- 
sponsible for getting people 
through your door; as he is 
employed by a growmgqumber 
of estate agents who have re- 
alised the benefits iff profes- 
sional photography. 

Is it difficult to make the 
most of some properties? “Not 
realty. Most people spend quite 
a bit of money on their houses, 
so I concentrate on the best 


features. The hardest job I've 
had is photographing a house 
in north London to show it was 
worth £25m.“ 

Mr Atkins also believes first 
impressions can be deceptive. 
Tve looked at a house from foe 
outside and thought 'No way’ 
but inside it's been: ‘'Wow 5 

iEty viewing a couple of prop- 
erties yourself you wiH know 
what works for you and what to 
look out for when yon get home. 
Well-lit rooms with open doors, 
fresh flowers and an even 
temperature are good pointers. 
It seems the sound of Vivaldi, 
and the smells of fresh coffee 
and baking bread have thank- 
fully been laid to rest 

Mary Lambert 0181-947 4145; 
Gordon Atkins Photography, 
0973 738055 
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Newspapers and magazines account for 16% of the 
UK's annual domestic waste. They can be used again 
as secondary fibre to make more newspapers. 

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT RECYCLING AND THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY: 


• Clean windows 

• Repaint front door; if chipped, and polish door furniture 

• Cut bade, weed and sweep gardens 

• Remove clatter everywhere 

• Keep the kitchen and bathrooms dean and tidy 

• Use lighting in dark rooms 

• Display quality fresh flowers 

• Han chfldren-free and dog-free viewing 

• Avoid strong aromas 

• Instruct your soBdtnr as soon as possible 


DIAL THE 

FAX BACK NUMBER 

0660 616233 

0660 calls cost 49p per 
minute at all times 


® 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 


OR WRITE TO: 

1 RIVENHALL ROAD. 
WESTLEA. 

SWINDON, SN5 7BD 
TELEPHONE: 01793 879229 
FAX: 01793 886182 


Uuicd by the NEWSPRINT & NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION CROUP 


.* 
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Hot Spot 

SOUTH TOTTENHAM, NORTH LONDON 


Climbing up the Ladder 


A sinking ship, 

holed beneath 
the waterline, is 
generally not 
going anywhere 
except the ocean 
flooc And the riots in 1985 on the 
Broadwater Eferm estate, dur- 
ing which PC Keith Blakelock 
was murdered, resulted in 
South Tottenham’s reputation 
plummeting bottorawards. 

But sunken ships are not 
necessarily beyond repair. 
“ Broadwater Farm has im- 
proved dramatically, and sec- 
tions of South Tottenham, such 
as Downhills Park, are getting 
overspill from the Harringay 
Ladder 1 see ‘The Low-Doum’ 
below], where prices are 

jumping,” says Clivp ni rfcman, 

of Cousins estate agents. 

He admits that “a stigma 
attaches to Tottenham, but it is 
no longer justified”. In Mr Dick- 
man’s case it is hard to dismiss 
this assertion as estate-agent 
hyperbole, as he is one of those 
who has moved to London N15 
from the Ladder 
Jeff Vegden, of Bairstow 
Eves, agrees that South Tot- 
tenham “is not the best area in 
the world. It is a bit an the rough 
side, but not terrible." He feels, 
too, that N15 is not much dif- 
ferent from many other inner- 
city areas. “No matter where 
you go you get these problems. 
There are council estates cm the 
edge of many nice areas." 

The strengths as well as 
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the weaknesses of the area 
are reflected in the sort of peo- 
ple buying property in South 
Tottenham: “Young profes- 
sionals are attracted to the 
area because it is only 15 min- 
utes on the Victoria Line to the 
Wbst End,” says Mr Dickman. 

“They tend to be single or 
married with young children. 
The parents seem happy with 
the primary schools, but they 
leave when the children reach 
secondary school age.” 

Families are also deterred by 
the types of property available 
in NI5. Although there are 
many houses, including a good 
number of period properties, 
only a small proportion are 
large and many of those have 
been converted into fiats. 

However; transport is good. 
The area is served by the tube, 
in the shape of the Victoria 
Line, and several overground 
rail lines. The one neighbour- 
hood that lacks rail links is 
Downhills Park, on the south- 
ern edge of Broadwater Farm, 


but it has the compensation of 
Containing some of NUTs nicest 
roads and houses. And the 
remoteness is tempered by 
good bus connections. 

Quite a few residential 
streets co-exist with light 
industry. Many, roads are 
dominated by renters, not 

owner-occupiers. And the hous- 
ing stock varies. "Victorian 
properties were buDt during dif- 
ferent periods in that era, and 
the later properties are not as 
lag or visually impressive as the 
early ones. Some of them are 
workmen’s houses,” says Mr 
\fegdeL “Rental is very strong,” 
he adds. “Yields are high be- 
cause the prices are so low.” 

Despite the riots, then, 
South Tottenham is xncreas- 
HttfHCtlVff to pPO feSSiOPHlSL 
Margery Peddle, a press officer 
with Whltham Forest Council, 
was raised, in South Totten- 
ham bin moved away. However; 
she says she would have been 
happy to have bought there. “I 
was never victimised fay crime, 
even though I grew up near 
Broadwater Farm and I lived 
there during the riots,” she 
comments. "I never even saw 
any crime during the nearly 20 
years I lived there.” 

Mr Vegden believes that, 
“being just outside the chosen 
area, we will always be popular 
because of price. The Har- 
ringay Ladder will pun South 
Tottenham up by its bootlaces." 

- Robert Uebman 





Downhills Park typifies the new face of Tottenham 


Philip Meech 


THE LOW-DOWN 


Prices: Many flats and bouses are 
priced in the £70-£80,000 range, 
usually for two or three bedrooms. 
Some flats are more ex pensiv e 
than houses with the same 
□umber of rooms. Second-hand 
flats in recently built houses are 
occasionally available, as are 
three-storey three-bedroom period 
houses, which cost £125-£I50,000. 
Cheap and cheerful: Ex-council 


flats are often available for £40,000 
and less. 

Transport: Solidly Zone 3, N15 
has two Underground stations - 
Seven Sisters (Victoria Line) and 
Turnpike Lane (Piccadilly Line) - 
both lines converge at Finsbury 
Park, which connects with a rail 
line to King's Cross and another to 
Old Street and Moorgate. The 
Gospel Oak-Barking line 


(Silveriink North London) has 
stops at Tottenham Hale and 
Seven Sisters. The latter also 
serves a line into Liverpool Street 
Position, position, position: 
Some properties are very dose to 
stations. A two-bedroom end-of- 
terrace house on Birstall Road is a 
skip to Seven Sisters station and is 
selling for less than £80,000. 
Shopping and dining: Super- 


stores inhabit the former Haringey 
Stadium, and the Wood Green ' 
Shopping Centre is nearby. 

There’s a good range of 
Ca ribbean, Turkish. I talian and 
Greek restaurants, and good pubs. 
Council tax: In Haringey, Band A 
is £570 and Band H is £1,712. 
Something for everyone: To 
the west, Alexandra Palace Park 
has a lake, a pub, and an 


outstanding panoramic view. To 
the east, a river; sporting grounds, 
a nature reserve and marshland. 
Harringay (sic) Ladder? Find 
Umfrevffle Road, N4, in your 
street atlas. Now find Sydney 
Road. Now you know why it is 
called the Harringay Ladder 
Estate agents: Bairstow 
Eves (0181-809 5050); Cousins 
(0181-800 9688) 
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reflected glory 




SEAB ROOK LOCK 
Cottage stands 
reflected in the 
water of the Grand 
Union Canal at 
Ivinghoe,™ 

Buckinghamshire. 

The three-bedroom 
detached house, 

reached Vis’ a400-yard tow-patb drive Ucensedfrom 
British Waterways. However, although the white- 
painted house stands in Bucks, for the convenience of 
tfaeRoyal Mail its postal addrws i is Nr. Leighton 
Buzzard, Bedfordshire. Extended and refurbished, the 
three-storey cottage has its main bedroom and 
bathroom on the lower ground floor to offer views over 
the and Ivinghoe Beacon; the dming room, 
breakfast/kitchen and sitting rooms are on the ground 
floor with two more bedrooms above- There s a large 
garden and open-fronted double garage. Offers of 
£270,000 through Cesare Nash (01442 827000). 

WESTWOOD HOUSE 
looms majestically 
above its gardens to 
ripple in its 
ornamental pool, on 
the outskirts of 
Droitwich Spa, in 
Worcestershire 
Grade I listed, the 
Elizabethan 
mansion now 

consists of 12 apartments, of which The Salon, on the 
first floor is now for sale. Originally the ballroom, it has 
a 47ft by 28ft 4in drawing room with ornate plasterwork 
ceiling, chandelier and carved fire surround. It looks 
out on to what was Wfestwood Park. It has a large 
kitchen, ritzy bathroom, master bedroom suite and a 
guest suite. Hie shared driveway leads to ga r agi n g for 
three cars. Offers of £255,000 through GA (01905 772084). 

THE MILL House, 
in Barton St David 
Somerset, is 
mirrored in the 
wilm of the mill 
pond of the river 
Brue. Grade n 
listed, the former 
water mill is a 
typical Georgian 
country house, but has a stream r unning under the 
eastern part of the property, where the old mill 
workings remain. Another mill stone is now set into the 
courtyard, while there’s a small quay fronting the river 
and mill pond. There are three bedroom/bathroom 
suites, a fourth bedroom and an integral two-bedroom 
fiat There are four reception rooms, including a 
billiards room, a butler’s pantry, double garage and 
workshop. As the house is still being refurbished, there 
is a choice of kitchens and bathrooms. Offers around 
£400,000 to Palmer Snell (01963 351373). 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Mortgages 


Services 


Wanted 


Mortgages 



'uick 

We can give you a mortgage quote in five minutes 



^ Whatever type of mortgage you're looking for, why not give 
k us o quick coll? We con give you a quote within five minutes 
And if you'd like to apply over the phone, we can give you 
a provisional decision just ten minutes later. 


Call 0800 400 999 

Mo:u:o:i-Fc..i'oii Sum In •Bite--, ‘AWL.-octs 1 Cor;: :o -ipm, 
qualiri-'j n.-if-re'ice Q’JiKVj. or pop Ho UOlt nearest NatAV't bisr'-cii. 


Youll find us on the Internet on: www.natwestco.uk 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


HOUR HOME IS AT WSK IT YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAM SECURED ON IT. 
ftfcptore iret are opaated by Nodari Wfesmimter Home Luns United WS mag mortal and record tfu phone a* w«h us to moMen Bid hapa* 
oar caiACf . Q«St b ouadatafe or pews tefii 1 9 at w and is object to sunn and andkxm. Manqoqs loans ore owioblc Von NafcfHl Westnauto 
Horn Low* 1 LmNun* London EOPMP S*an*i aid insurance mrqund WHnsi qumawro ore fan Najgngl Wfestatosfcr Bank 

He, 41 Lrthbun L^doo EC2P 2BP. NoB^ Wesw*siw Ba* He represent: orty the NaJWesr and Gorwere Mark*!*} (tap lor tmutm. pen- 
Am nrtJ Suita oI1*t reprinted iwmwis iriresbnent service. All umubcn ot die Morten* Crap m rr^rioird by both the ftrsemol 

hwtrtmwi Aahotfct end WHO cscept tor Nb**ml Wes&nreto Lie tewonct Lrrotul »fach e onfy requtatrd bq thr Preonal Inrewnad Authorial far 
hweB m wB bwinca and Nnfflfat Snctfrotaa Limited, which b a monbp d die London Smcfc Bchonqe and is rested bv Hie Seaman and Mib 
A uituriiu The Ben Ba*' fcmd mu taufd bn Km Mortgage' moqarine an) ores fudged bu <r aKfcpmderr pond of 1 DO ratqoge brokers The Ves 
Deed Lrndw' toad wn taued by "tea Mori We' majodne Moc 1 i»o« awrfobie (a England. Scodcnd mi Wafa on** 


THE LONDON 

homebuyer show 

12-14 MARCH ® 


0 

OLYMPIA 


HOMEBUYING MADE EASY 
THE UK’S 

Premier Property Showcase 

Cone & meet Britain's top homebuilders, developers, 
•gents ft tenders all conveniently under one roof. 

OVER 150 EXHIBITORS 

Free Daily Seminars • Free Colour Show Guide ■ Free Creche 

Itewands of trad nn* hones • Cosntiy Homo • Wrtndde Properties • fes • 
Apansms • Commote Hor» ■ hnesljnrt Prnpwy pkfi Ejrfisvr Irtongage 
mi Rr-mcng^e Offiss • Comrymcmg Help • Mrice fcr Ria Tme BiQieES • 
tasuMT • hfs PtShnUors and sradi oudi ma. 

Information Line: 0990 770 028 

(CA m dmgtd « oenoi nttafad <al ntaj. 

WebsHe: •wUromdiuyeicojit 

f Readers of The Independent may gam N 
FREE ADMISSION 

I to tto show do presentation of lius adverGsmeut 
V Tkfcsti Sw dear w Z5 sack, eUdraB osd DATs Frao. y 


Wanted 


LAND/SITES - wtthout Planning 
Permis sio n but with possible development 
pote nt ia l. Preferably in or on the edge of 
vlllage/town/dty locations in Cheshire & North 
West (but all areas within the UK considered). 
We are prepared to take aR the costs & risks in 
obtaining .penntsston. Our planning consultants 
are experts. Wb are interested In any land.. from 
small parcels to signiflautt acreage. 7 
Brownfield, dHtedt, nuisance, problem, redundant 
A bad neighbour sites all rensidessd. 

Wie are particuhrfy interesed in Umd that either has 
no planning history or. where pfarinbig consent has 
been revised - or where a permission may be enhanced. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS & ANY PLANNING 
HISTORY DETAILS (WrWOUT OBLIGATION) TO: 


Land Broken & Planning Pro mo t i on 
GohSndi (Protects) Ltd, 
Baan. WHtRc id.Wuwrla m .Oed*»OW3HK 
■ 1W: 01928 787800 Fax: 01 606 854223 
Wrixhaptfvvwwuiwracxajdi/homcfrfhdUicni 


Auctions 


I WEST HAMPSTEAD. Huge Soldo 
Ktah. B«h. UbiuSM Tb TUbe And 
Shop*. Cl 75 PW 0171 4314333 
SWISS COTTAGE. StumfeiQ InL 
Designed 2 Bad ZBaOi WoodFlr. 
Un Flat. C42S PW. 0171 431 
i 4333. 

PRIMROSE HILL Supoe 2 DSL 
Bad 2 Both wood Floor*. Next 1b 
PStfc. 6370 PW 0171 *31 <333. 
EAST ANGUA. Preoy 2badcot- 
taga on Uyfle prtvtM Wand. Tided 
road. Good baachaa and sailing. 
01821 780*51 In 788244 
SELLING TOUR PROPERTY? THS 
ADVSTT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £96.40 (INCL VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY TEAM ON 0171 293 2302 


Putney 


For details of oar 
traditionally buBi detached 
buneaJows and bouses, all 
with GCH, priced (ran 

£lli9» to £Urt950 

Please comaa 
Charles Bishop Lid m 

01460 73003 


London Property 

S&LUNG YOUR PROPERTY? THIS 
ADVERT WOULD ONLY COST 
YOU £56.40 (INCL VAT) FOR 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. 
INTERESTED? CALL THE PROP- 
ERTY TEAM ON 0171 2S323CC 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 

Mainly By order of the Mortgagees 
All Commencing at 12noon 

16th March 1999-36 Lots 
Haydock Park, Merseyside-0839 772206 
17th March 1999-27 Lots 
Ramside Hall hotel, Durfiam-0839 772201 
18th March 1999-24 Lots 
Windmill StaJds Hotel, Leeds-0839 772202 

FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 
TELEPHONE THE NUMBERS ABOVE 

CALLS TO THIS NUMBER COST 49P A MIN FOR A 
EUCED LIST THIS MAY INVOLVE A LONG CALL . 


Hertfordshire 

HADLEY BARNET 
BORDERS 



To advertise in this section please call 
Sandy Bowyer on 0171 293 2233. 
Middlesex 


Lincolnshire 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

WOLDS 

Attractive HoyaF village 


Georgian farmhouse, 5 
bed, large kJtcbcn with 
Inglenook, reception 
room, staling room, dining 
room, bathroom, separate 
shower room, large 
garden, cottage, stables. 



barn adjoining meadow, 
schooWshops tocallv 

£178,000 

TeL 01790 763 676 


THE OLD VICARAGE. 
PENDOYLAN 

An imposing property o l ver 
5O0Qsq h rundmg In lanteipCtl 
pidrns bid to bwni and »hnjb* 
Grounds and adjacent antufc 
bod In all tualllng 1034 acres. 
Hallway drawing room, dlnto* 
rocm. studs kadisn. uUBty am* 
and rin a lnrvmi . masur bedroom 
with dressinji room and 
baihrootn, S further hediweB 
with further bathroom and 
Kpamc WC Quality nw h nm tog 
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Question: Which of the 
following countries exists? 

a) Ambrosia 

b) Rnritania 

c) Ruthenia 

Answer: None of the above 

Question: Which of the 
following people is real"? 

a) Billy Liar 

b) Tintin 

c) Professor Ivan 
Turyanitsa, Prime 
Minister of the w ould-be 
nation state of Ruthenia 
(currently known as 
Transcarpathian Ukraine) 
Answer: You guessed it 

Question: Is he a chicken 
short of a Kiev? 

Answer: Not necessarily 



Long live Ruthenia ! 
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W hence they came, no one can 

tell. Nobody knows exactly who, 
how many or where they are. 
They live in six states and in none. 
They are loyal to each of these 
states, and to none of them. Their 
language is written in five differ- 
ent versions: in the Cyrillic, but 
also in the Latin alphabet Some 
. regard themselves as Ukrainians, others as Slovaks, others again 
las Poles. Or Romanians. Or Hungarians. Or Yugoslavs. But many 
insist they are “Rusyns”, or “Caipatho-Rusyns”, or rusnatsi. 
Or, they throw up their hands and give the ancient answer of the 
peasant from Europe's Slavic borderlands: “We’re just from here.' 1 

Yet now they have a provisional government that wants to form 
a new nation-state. A state called Ruthenia. 

And here I am, talking to the Prime Minister: We are sitting 
in the office he occupies as a pharmacologist at a large hospi- 
tal in Uzhorod, the capital of what Ukrainians call Tfcan- 
scarpathian Ukraine but he insists is Sub-Carpathian Rus’. 
Professor Ivan Turyanitsa is a stout, cheerful, energetic man, 
with a shock of black hair, bright eyes and the gift of the gab. He 
is dressed in what I find to be the current style among the Ruthe- 
nians: synthetic sports jacket above, pin-striped trousers below. 
He has just introduced me to the Fbreign Minister; who has come 
specially from Slovakia, and the Justice Minister; who is a sur- 
geon in‘the same hospital “But,” he hastens to add, “only two 
of the Cabinet work here.” 

While the Justice Minister - stfli wearing his medical white 
coat- makes mea cup of tea in the comer; the Prime Minister 
expounds. In the December 1991 referendum on Ukrainian in- 
dependence, he says. 78 per cent of the people in this region voted 
for greater autonomy from the rest of Ukraine, on the far side 
a the high Carpathian mountains. But what he calls the 
-"Ukrainian national fascist regime” ignored this popular wish. 
So in May 1993 he and his colleagues formed the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of Sub-Carpathian Rus’ - or in English, Ruthenia. 
How did the Ukrainian authorities react? 

“Normalnie!” he replies. (As befits these trans-frontier folk, 
we are speaking a mixture <rf Slovak and Polish.) “In the nor- 
mal way. They arranged a car crash for me.” Later, he takes me 
outside to show me the damaged can At present, he says, heand 
his colleagues are tolerated, but given no access to the media. 

Thev want their own state, in the boundaries of the present 
Transcarpathian oblast of Ukraine, but with dose ties to fellow 
in Slovakia and Poland. As responsible politicians, 


LXItfy WUI icaru uuwwv ***+'"- w _ 

policy to the Kiev government Everything dse - mduding 
“local and European” foreign policy education, health and so on 
- would be their domain. They would have their own currency 
“though it could be called the same". Professor Ttoyanitsa hands 
me atopel badge showing their national s ymbol: yellow and 


gold stripes, with a red bear; prancing. Rather handsome. 

Do they have a national anthem? Yes, of course. Could I see 
the text? Well, ec um, they don’t seem to have one to hand “But,” 
says the Fbreign Minister helpfully; “we could sing it for you!” 
Yfes, please. Unfortunately they get bashful and, instead of singing 
they dig around until they do find the words, written by A] eksander 
Dukhnovych, a 19th-century priest regarded as the father of the 
nation “Sub- Carpathian Rusyns,” the anthem begins. “Arise from 
your deep slumber’ 

It’s tempting to dismiss this all as a joke. Ruthenia even sounds 
like something out of a Tintm book: perhaps a neighbour to Ru- 
ritania. And the provisional government is certainly good for a 
laugh. Yfet the Ruthenian question takes you to the heart of one 
of the most important problems of international politics in our 
time. Fbr in the decade since the end of the Cold Whs in the new 
freedom, these suppressed or sometimes only half-formal na- 

BY TIMOTHY GARTON ASH 

tionalities have re-emerged and formulated political aspirations 
all over Europe. 

Tb understand the Ruthexdans' case, you need first to swal- 
low a little potted histoiy. The Ruthenians are a part of the fam- 
ily of east Slavic peoples, like the Russians, Belarussians and 
Ukrainians, all of whom were at one time or another described 
as part of Rus'. One scholar wanted to call them “Ruslans” as 
opposed to “Russians", but you can see why the fine distinction 
did not catch on. Everything about their origins, culture, language 
and politics is disputed. 

Ebr most of their modern history the majority lived in the Aus- 
tro-Hungarian empire. They were mainly farmers or woodcut- 
ters in the heavily forested Carpathian foothills. (You still see 
peasant woodcutters at work in mountain villages that look like 
pictures by Chagall). It was the Habsburgswho christened them 
Ruthenen: the English word derives from the German. When the 
empire was broken up after the First ^ Wbrid Wn; they found them- 
selves scattered between Poland, Hungary Romania, Yugoslavia 
and what would shortly become the Soviet Union, but the great- 
est concentration was in the new state of Czechoslovakia. 

Czechoslovakia, the most democratic and" liberal of those suc- 
cessor states, gave than considerable autonomy in a province 
it called Sub-Carpathian Rus'. The book in which they found the 
words of the national anthem was actually published in pre-war 
Czechoslovakia. In those golden days of freedom, there was a 
great debate between Ukrainophiles, who argued that the 
Ruthenians were really Ukrainians; RussophUes, who thought 


The autonomy of Sub-Carpathian Rus’ reached a perilous 
height after Britain and France agreed to the dismemberment 
erf Czechoslovakia at Munich in 1938. Fbr six months it was a sep- 
arate unit in a rump federal Czechoslovakia. The official Eng- 
lish name for this unit was Ruthenia. Then, as the Nazis marched 
into Prague, Ruthenia was gobbled up by Hungary. But that did- 
n’t last long either At the end of the Second World War; S talin 
seized it for the Soviet Unioa When the Soviet Union pollapsed, 
it became part of Ukraine. 

Through all this, the Ruthenians went on chopping their wood. 
Professor Turyanitsa tells me the classic East European jobs 
about the old man who says he was born in Anstro-Hungary, went 
to school in Czechoslovakia, married in Hungary, worked most 
of his life in the Soviet Union, and now lives in Ukraine. “Trav- 
elled a lot, then?” asks his interviewer. “No, I never moved from 
Mukachevo.” 

One of the big questions that little Ruthenia prompts is whether 
the ethnically chequered successor states of the former Soviet 
. Union might yet go the bloody way of former Yugoslavia. Are the 
Ruthenian rumblings an exception, inspired by the relatively re- 
cent experience of autonomy in pre-war Czechoslovakia? Or are 
other suppressed nationalities even now forming provisional gov- 
ernments in remote hospital offices? 

Perhaps 800,000 to one million Ruthenians live in Ukraine. But 
there are another 100,000 or so in Slovakia, some 60,000 in Poland 
(where they are called “Lemkos") and smaller numbers in Ro- 
mania, Hungary and the Vbjvodina province of rump Yugoslavia. 
(They also have one vital asset for any would-be nation: a large 
community in the United States.) So they live across half a dozen 
frontiers. One dramatic way in which they describe themselves 
is “the Kurds of Central Europe”. 

Moreover; these are not just any old frontiers. Samuel Hunt- 
ington argues in his influential book, The Clash of Civilisations, 
that the great dividing line in Europe, after the end of the Iron 
Curtain, wiQ be that between Western (Catholic or Protestant! 
and Eastern (Orthodox) Christianity. Here, according to Hunt- 
ington, is the new Eastern boundary of Europe and of “Western 
civilisation" no less. The Ruthenians. true to form, cut right across 
it They worship in both the Eastern Orthodox and the Uniate 
(or Greek Catholic) church, which uses the Eastern rite but ac- 
knowledges the authority of the Western Pope. If you drive through 
the Ruthenian mountain villages of eastern Slovakia, you often 
see two churches side by side: an old wooden-built one, which 
is Uniate, and a new Orthodox one. The original wooden church- 
es were illegally given to the Orthodox by the communists after 
1945, then returned to the Uniates after the end of communism, 
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were altogether diffierent Today the debate has revived as free- own nest door, 
dom has returned. In Slovakia, I visit two rival organisations: the More immediately, the Ruthenians wffl soon straddle the new 

Union of Rusyno- Ukrainians, who insist thatthey are just a kind Eastern frontier of Nato. ThatwiH be true when Polandjoins Nato 
of Ukrainian, and Ruthenian Renaissance, whose spokeswoman this April, and even more so if a new, rapidly reforming Slovakia 
teQs me it’s impossible to be both Ruthenian and Ukrainian. \ Continued on page 2 
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Banana battle 

Sir. The Government must stand 
firm in the “Banana war”. President 
Clinton may be in the paty of Chiquita 
Banana but it would be humiliating 
in the extreme if this company also 
called file tune in Europe. 

I declare an interest My fanrifcr 
are banana growers in the Caribbean 
and I know that most of th em five on 
the poverty line. The solution is for 
Chiquita bananas to pay Central 
American workers a living wage 
rather than using their hunger as 
part of the game of monopoly 
capitalism. To drag in Scottish 
cashmere workers is disgusting. 
EVAN JONES 
London SW1S 

Sir: You report that the United States 
has imposed its 100 per cent tariff on 
EU luxury goods “rather than wait 
for a WOrid Urade Organisation • 
ruling" (“British fury at US over 
“banana war’", 5 MarchT This is not 
strictly correct A ruling on the issue 
was handed down by a WTO panel in 
1997, which was broadly in favour of 
the US, and this was confirmed on 
appeal by the WTO appellate body. 

The present impasse has been 
reached because the WTO dispute 
resolution procedure does not 
provide effectively for enforcement 
of judgments, a defect which needs 
to be addressed in the next round of 
negotiations under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

Before farther damage is inflicted 
on the WTO by the parties to tins 
dispute, both the US and the EU 
member states should reflect that 
the GATT system came into being 
after the Second World War as part of 
a package to ensure that such 
conflicts would never occur again. 
The GATT has been part of the 
System which has ensured global 
peace for the last half century. Zf the 
future ofthe WTO is threatened by 
this dispute, then GATT and all it 
stands for is also at risk. 

Professor GAVIN McFARLANE 
Department of Law 
London Guildhall University 

America hits back . 

Sir Ken Livingstone (“The Third Why 
wifi drive Europe into a slump", 3 
March) claims that nearly a third of 
the population in the US has no 
guaranteed access to health care. In 
fact in 1997 the proportion, according 
to the US Census Bureau, was 16J 
per cent Of these, over 43 per cent 
were not citizens of the United States- 

Mr Livingstone claims that levels 


of homelessness and drug addiction 
“dwarf anything we see even in the 
most deprived pockets of Europe”. A 
recent study by the National Law 
Center an homelessness and poverty 
found in the US “700,000 people 
homeless on any gi v en night and up 
to 2 million people who experience 
homelessness during one year”. The 
European document “Housing Policy 
mtheEU Member States" quotes an 
estimatethat in 1993. there was a 
minimu m af2.5 millio n homeless 
households in Europe 

Mr Livingston claims that “much 
ofthe so-called American economic 
revival has simply been the creation 
of low-wage, low-skill and casual 
employment”. In feet the rate of 
part-time employment in the US has 
stayed almost constant since 1986; 
according to the OECD. 

If Europeans interested in dealing 
with their very serious economic 
problems had a better grasp of the 
facts ofthe US economy rather than 
relying on stereotypes, myths and 
prejudices, then they might learn 
some valuable lessons. I am not 
bolding my breath. 

Dr JOSEPH EDWARD NEMEC 
New York 

Jungle massacre 

Sir. Jan Morris (Comment, 4 March) 
is right to praise the spirit of 
adventure which leads travellers to 
trouhlespots like Uganda: our 
pampered society increasingly lacks 
the human qualities of risk and 
discovery. 

But we must also recognise that 
the killings in Uganda represent a 
new kind of danger In Egypt, 
Tanzania, Kenya, yfemen, Nigeria, 
Chechnya, Kashmir, Angola, 
Cambodia - “safe" destinations as 
well as conflict zones - Westerners 
have been targeted by ruthless 
political groups whose purpose is to 
reach the world’s media. We are 
seen by local communities as 
representatives of a global system 
which they can access through us. 

This is very different from getting 
caught up in a robbery or riot. You 
carft judge it just by watching your 
back out there. What is needed is a 
sophisticated and independent 
information service, perhaps on a 
subscription or Internet basis, which 
could be free from the commercial 
and political considerations which 
necessarily surround governments 
and tour companies. 

JONATHAN LOME 
Editor 

“Traveller* magazine 
London SW3 


Sir Your leaefing article on travel (3 
March) sounds to me as if The 
Independent has joined the “nanny 
state" I am not shedding tears over 
the people killed in Uganda. If they 
want to spend large sums of money 
on invadfog the remaining wild places 
of this earth they must be prepared 
for the unpleasant consequences. 
Wby file Foreign Office should be 
blamed, I have no idea. 

DULCIE D POWELL 
Woodbridge,Strffblk 

Sin I did not catch any reference on 
BBC News or ITN to the other four 
deaths in the Ugandan massacre, 
nor did the Prime Minister mention 
them in the Houseof Commons, at 
least in the broadcast clip. 

However our trustworthy 
Independent did at least mention on 
the front page (3 March), if well down 
the story, that “four Ugandans - a 
game warden and three of his 
rangers - were killed as they tried bo 
protect the tourists”. 

Although this and your later 
reports have not ignored these 
Ugandan victims, I fear that even 
Independent readers are still left 
with an impression that these are 
second-class deaths, of little more 
than anonymous, undifferentiated 
Africans. This wouldn’t be an 
example of unwitting institutional 
racism, would it? 

CHARLES MANTON 
Bristol 

Sir When you headline the account 
of the Hutu massacre in Uganda with 
a reference to “the law of the jungle” 
(4 March), you make the common 
mistake of reversing the proper 
meaning of the term. It means not so 
much the absence of order imposed 
from above as the presence of order 
evolved from below. 

It was authoritatively expounded 
a century ago by Rudyard Kipling in 
his two Jungle Books. The Mowgli 
stories repeatedly quote it to 
describe the practical rules which 
must be observed by every 
co mmunity - in this case the 
imaginary community of animais in 
the Seeonee Hills of centra] India -if 
its members are to coexist without 
external authority. 

In this sense, the law of the jungle 
- based on the slogan, “We be one 
blood, thou and r - represents the 
same concept as that of universal 
human rights, and it should not be 
applied to the violation of such 
rights. 

MARY LEWIS 
Freedom Press 
London EH 


Care or greed? 

Sir. The debate rumbles on about the 
cost of providing care for the elderly 
in residential homes (“Ministers 
may reject free care for elderly", 2 
March; letters, 4 March). 

No one can live in two homes at 
once, so it is natural to sell the 
unoccupied property The sense of 
mjusticefeltby the children is only 
that the money is going towards the 
cost of the parent's care and not into 
their own pockets. Having a property 
to sell gives the aged parent both 
choice and quality <rf care in their 
remaining years which they 
otherwise might nothave. The money 
is theirs to spend as they choose. 

For those children Who want the 
money for themselves, the answer is 
dean You look after the parent, and 
look at the house sale proceeds asa 
just reward. A job which the majority 
of caring children already do for love 
and for free. 

The whole debate is not about 
fairness and care, but about money 
and greed. 

P NORTON 
AmpthM, Bedfordshire 

Ratings game 

Sin Will W^att, chief executive of 
BBC Broadcast, asserts (Podium, 3 
March) that the demise of nvs 
News at Ifen demonstrates that “ITV 
and the BBC are not in the same 
game.... ITV shoves inconvenient 
genres out of the w^y”. By contrast 
he Hamig that the BBC continues 
virtuously to schedule its current 
affairs in peak time. 

How does he reconcile this with 
the move erf Panorama from 9 JO to 
10pm, OmTtflms from 10 to 10.40 and 
Question Time from 10 to 11? 

BBCl is playing exactly the same 
game as ITV scheduling 
“inconvenient genres" out ofthe way 
where they will do least damage to 
ratings and share. Given the unique 
way the BBC is funded, is there not 
an onus on BBC Broadcast to 
schedule BBC 1 current affairs 
strands at a time convenient for 
pe ople t o watch them? 

PETER MENNEER 
Claygate, Surrey 
The writer ioas head of BBC 
Broadcasting Research, 1979-92 

Missing nurses 

Sir: "Your report (“Nurses respond to 
appeal". 3 March) that 41,398 nurses 
have responded to the 
Government's campaign to alleviate 
the recruitment crisis is incorrect 


- In fact, tiie statement refers to- 7 ' 
callers, and only 3,300 were > : 

qualified nurses inquiring as to ; 
the possibility of returning to the - 
NHS. While the Government 
appears to count so exactly, and . 
spin so efficiently, the number of - 
callers to a helpline, astonishing^ ■' 
it does not even collect its own cfata - 
on nursing vacancies in the NHS. 

Instead it has been forced to 
cobble together outside 
information to provide an estimate' 
(almost certainly an 
underestimate) of 9,000 nursing' 
vacancies. This is three times 
more than the number of nurses' ' 

galling to inqnirp ahoiit tr aining , .. 
and so there is no cause for 
complacency. 

Dr EVAN HARRIS THP 
( Oxford West and Abingdon, Lib 
Dem) 

House of Commons, 

London SWi 

The writer is Liberal Democrat- 
NHS spokesman 

IN BRIEF 


Sir Long before television. Flora 
Mickman (editor ofThe Gfris Own 
Paper 1908-1931) warned that we ’ *• 
were becoming a “picture minded 
civilisation", Widespread illiteracy 
among national servicemen in the . 
late 1940s and 1950s necessitated 
emergency education programmes 
by the War Office. “Dumbing down" 
is much observed (“Dumb 
Britannia", 2 March). But anyone 
hearing a hut foil of soldiers singing 
such mid-century hits as “Goodnight 
Irene 7 ' would, I think, turn to the 
Spice Girts with relief. 

DAVID LAZELL - — 

Loughborough, Leicestershire 

Sir: What Robbie Fowler said was 
abusive not towards Graeme Le 
Sans, but towards gay people such 
as myself (Review; 4 March). For this 
he should have been reprimanded. 

Le Saux colluded in the homophobia 
by taking it as an insult I would not 
be insulted by the “accusation" that I . 
was heter osexual! 

GEOFFREY HARDY 
Shrewsbury 

Sin Rather than looking to mate a 

quick profit ty selling the flfiHennr um 
Dome after nextyear (report, 5 
March), the nation would be better 
served by using it as an all-year; all- 
weather National Institute of Sport 
JAMES MASON 
London NWi 


Continued from page I 
enters the Western alliance in afew 
years' time. Then you will hare sig- 
nificant numbers of Buthenians on 
both sides of the West's front line. 
The Foreign Minister tells me 
confidentially that his government 
is “delighted to see Nato coming 
closer to us". 

Hie Ruthenian story' is* in every 
respect a quintessentially East 
European one, and those of us with 
the perverse taste for such things 
may love it for its own sake. But it’s 
not just an East European question. 
In Western Europe, too, we have 
nationalities, in varying degrees of 
formation, striving for anything from 
autonomy to statehood Think of 
Scotland and Wales in Britain, for 
example, or of Catalonia and the 


Basque country in Spain. And it’s 
not just Europe. When I ask the 
Prime Minister if his government 
has achieved international recog- 
nition, he proudly declares: "Yes 
indeed, we have been accepted into 
UNPROFOR." 

“UNPROFOR? But that was the 
military force in Bosnia!" 

“Sony, I mean UNPRO." 

Finally, we establish that it’s 
UNPO, the Unrepresented Nations 
and Peoples Organisation. On my 
return, T visit UNPO’s website and 
find a list of more than 50 of these, 
starting with Abkhazia, Aboriginals 
in Australia and AJcheh/Sumatra, 
then on to East Timor; Kurdistan, 
Nagaland and Tibet. And, in the 
middle, Kosova - the Albanian 
spelling of Kosovo. 


Long live Ruthenia! 


All ever the world there are these 
peoples who would he states. Or at 
least, recognised political units. 
This is a problem in dictatorships, 
when established identities are 
brutally suppressed, as in Tibet or 
East Timm: It’s also a problem in lib- 
eral democracies, when people wish 
to be governed fay those they feel 
speak the same language or are of 
foe same kind. Perhaps most of afl, 
it’s a problem at toe fragile half-way 
stage between dictatorship and 
So often the road tiiat be- 
gins with an UNPO ends in the need 
for an UNPROFOR. 





Ruthenian orthodox church 


g The Ruthenians are still far from 
s being Kurds or Kosovars. Ebr now, 
their “represen tatives” want some 
basic minority rights, such as 
education in their own lan guag e. 
Improvements in Slovakia will in- 
crease the grievances in Ukraine. 
They demand that Ruthenian na- 
tionality should be an option in the 
Ukrainian census that Is scheduled 
for 200L. and that Ukrainian state 
forestry companies should stop the 
mechanised stripping of trees from 
their beloved bilk Those forests are 
their national heritage. They also 
hope to prevent the TTanscarpatoi- 


an oblast being incorporated into a 
new, enlarged province that would 
be ruled from Lvoq in a planned 
reform of public administration for 
winch, they tell me, the International 
Monetary Find has been pressing. 
And finally, they look for more co- 
operation across the frontiers, in 
what is already the Carpathian 
Euro region. 

That’s a long way short of state- 
hood. But Professor Turyanitsa is a 
gifted demagogue. If the circum- 
stances were right, and he was 
given access to the mec&a, I could 

see him - <a* smneone like him - per- 
suading an audience of Ruthenian 
hill farmers, woodcutters and im- 
poverished town-dwellers that they 
are heirs to a great tradition; that 
they were more prosperous and 


free as part of Czechoslovakia before” 
the war; that the Ukrainian “natkaa! 

chauvinists" - a phrase he repeats 
often and with relish -are to blame 

for all of their troubles: in short toat 

they would be much better off gov- 
erning themselves. 

As we speak, rainwater is pour- 
ing down from the Carpathians and 

flooding toe lowlands on toe border 
with Slovakia, Hungary and Bam 8 * 
ma. “You see," be exclaims, “the very 
waters are p ushin g us to the West" 
Absurd as it may sound, I have 
a strange hunch that one day we 
win again seethe name “RotitemB* 
on the map, if not as a sovereign 
state, then at least as some sort of. 
autonomous province. When that - 
day comes, remember, you read ft 
here first 
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We are not dumbing 
jdovvn, but broadening 
our cultural life 


BRITAIN’S CULTURAL life is being dumbeddown, no 
doubt about it Hardly anybody learns Latin or classi- 
cal Greek. Reciting poetry from memory is adyingskaL 


. . 1H3 HU IUC 

Spice Girl s baby and Prince Philip and his showgirls. 

But whether this vulgarisation is a bad or a good thing 
is a much moire complicated question. The authors in 
our series Dumb Britannia, which concludes today, 
have generally been surprisingly optimistic. As Thomas 
Sutcliffe wrote of television, “all golden ages are tricks 
of the light” More children watch cheap cartoons at all 
sorts of unlikely times of day, but the gold standard of 
Blue Peter is still there. The consumer has a choice, 
/ which, includes more high-minded, engaging and edu- 
cational programmes than even 
The purists bemoan the triviality of Classic FM, the 
schmaltz of Shakespeare in Love and the eclecticism 
of the post-modern sensibility that regards football and 
Canaletto as being of equal value. Yet in- each the 
classical canon is being made more accessible* brought 
within reach of a wider audience, most of whom may 
skim the surface while some may be drawn in deeper 
The fragmentation of knowledge is also its demo- 
cratisation. This week's hit in the cinema is a low-budget, 
alternative Danish film, Fasten. There is more High Art 
in the galleries than ever before, and the theatres are 
packed - when they deserve to be. 

It may be that there is less and less of a consensus 
about what constitutes hig h culture. There Has not been 
for a long time a body of knowledge that it is assumed 
all civilised people in this country will know. But when 
there was a central canon, it was based on a classic 
* education that was the preserve of the dlite private 
schools. It was then widened out to the g rammar 
schools before being dissolved almost entirely by the 
tyranny of “relevance” in which schools tried to base 
their teaching on what children already knew. 

But it is an exaggeration to say that we now exist in 
a mix-and -match universe in which individuals are left 
without a guide to create their own sense of value. It is 
a beguiling vision, of a world in which there is for more 
information available than ever before, but no central 
avenue through it. That is the assumption behind much 
of the debate about the BBC:, that one of its purposes 
is to lead the listener and viewer along the high and stony 
road of virtue and away from the low marsh of our baser 
natures -in which wewould wallow in porn on the Inter- 
net and cable televisional! day if left to our own devices. 

It is a false assumption, because the democratisation 
of knowledge is not about being left to our own devices, 
but about being more able to choose our guides. 

Ybung people not only know different things, they know 
things differently, as John Sutherland pointed out in his 
essay with which our series opened. When he was a child 
a high value was placed on a trained memory, the abil- 
ity to recall the key texts and the key names and dates 
of the canon. Children now place a much higher value 
on knowing where to find information and knowing what 
to do with it when they have found it 
Nor is it the case that the British education system 
stayed in the relativist morass into which it briefly 
slipped. The National Curriculum has been a huge pro- 
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ject in reconstructing a central core of common know- 
ledge. In her essay, our education editor detected a 
strong “whiff of utilitarianism” in this modernised ver- 
sion of the canon; but, to the extent that this means 
equipping children with the basic tools to access know- 
ledge effectively, it is entirely right And when she com- 
pared the O-level English syllabus from 1976 with the 
GCSE for 2000, she found Shakespeare’s The Merchant 
of Venice and Hardy’s The Mayor of Casterbridge on 
both. The difference now being that culture is compul- 
sory and universal, rather than being at the whim of indi- 
vidual teachers or for the “academic” minority. 

In most cases, what is happening is not so much a 


dumbing down as a broadening out But there is one area 
where the drive towards the lowest common denomin- 
ator should genuinely be worrying, and that is in jour- 
nalism. The ending of News atTen and the convergence 
of tabloid and broadsheet newspapers on the middle 
ground of celebrity soap opera is a real threat, not to 
our cultural life but to our democratic citizenship. It is 
not yet clear t ha t the Internet will be a viable alternative 
source of serious in-depth reporting for those who seek 
it The Independent has an interest to declare and, we 
hope, our own furrow to {dough. But we believe that, if 
you are alarmed by Dumb Britannia, then you are 
reading the right newspaper . 


The time has come 
for a Supreme Court 

THIS WEEK saw the passing of two of this century's 
great activist judges: Lord Denning at the age of 100 
yesterday, and Harry Blackcnun, the author of the Roe 
vs Wade decision which legalised abortion in the United 
States, at the age of 90 on Thursday. 

Tom Denning was an outstanding figure in British law, 
fired by his belief that the common law was the essential 
defence of the common man against the abuse of power. 
Sometimes he went too for, inventing the law in the shape 
of his own prejudices - the young Anthony Blair, barrister, 
used to rail in the New Statesman against his anti-trade- 
union bias. And his refusal to consider the possibility that 
the police might tell lies perpetuated the miscarriage 
of justice suffered by the Birmingham Six. 

But Denning’s use of plain English was an important 
democratic advance. Next month's little-heralded "Wolfe 
Revolution”, in which the English legal system drops 
Latin obfuscation in favour of plain words, pays him the 
highest compliment And his contribution to the devel- 
opment of judicial review, which allows courts to restrain 
the use of state power, ensures his place in history. 

His death, and that of Justice Blackmun, offer the 
chance to consider the place of “creative" judges in mod- 
ern democracies. In their fives, they both helped to 
explode the myth that judgments, especially in the high- 
er courts, are mere neutral, non-political interpretations 
of laws laid down by legislatures. That separation can- 
not be maintained, as the imminent second verdict in 
the case of General Pinochet so emphatically confirms. 

That means that the rest of the judicial myth has to 
be ditched too: the fiction that judges are detached 
intellects in a social and cultural void, immune from bias 
and selected on merit by tbeir peers. Legal judgments 
are an intensely political business - judges should not 
contradict the intentions of elected lawmakers, of 
course, but when abstract law comes up against concrete 
and hard cases, the choices that judges make are bound 
to be political. Especially when they are interpreting pos- 
sibly conflicting laws laid down by statute and by the 
European Convention on Human Rights. 

This means it is right to care who our judges are and 
how they are appointed. And it is also right to find the 
present British system of law lords sitting in the sec- 
ond chamber of the legislature seriously wanting. We 
need our own Supreme Court, and quickly. Its members 
- who may even include women - should not be 
appointed fay the Government It would be going too for 
to suggest that they should be directly elected; the kind 
of skills needed to run for election are inimical to the 
qualities of reflection needed in a judge. 

They should be appointed for life - or at least until 
retirement - to give them independence. But they 
should be appointed in open competition by an inde- 
pendent body, and their appointment should be confirmed 
in public hearings by a parliamentary committee. The 
US system of hearings to confirm the appointments of 
Supreme Court judges can turn into a media circus, as 
in the case of Robert Bork, who was rejected But it was 
a circus which encouraged a wide public debate about 
the issue of judicial bias. 

Lord Denning's greatest service was to be a 
“character”; until we know as much about the quirks and 
foibles of the 12 law lords, and until we know that those 
quirks and foibles are a fair reflection of those of the 
nation, we shall remain at the mercy of hidden 
prejudices. An open and balanced Supreme Court should 
be Lord Denning’s legacy. 
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If you preach liberty, don’t 
ignore atrocities in Freetown 



MENTION SANDLINE at Paddy’s Bar 
at the end of another day of war, and 
they will most likely laugh in your face. 
Well, Roy certainly wilL 

He is still hying to get the picture 
of the severed head of a three-year-old 
boy out of his mind As Roy tells it, after 
a few beers of course, the rebels 
caught the lad and dangled him upside 
down. Then one of them took his 
machete and started swiping at the 
child. He was a good hackee Soon 
enough be separated the head from 
the body. R«y Is a member of the local 
dvil defence and he carries a gun. But 
he shot too late to save the child. He 
did manage to kill two of the rebels, 
and he wounded a third, but the kid 
was dead. 

■d knri now Roy tells bis story to 
people like me at the end of the day 
in Paddy’s Ban The bar is fuD of 
, stories and rumours and gossip. 
Stories about the day’s fighting. “Is it 
true Ecomog have taken Waterloo?” 


or Lna you near - 

head off and rode around town with it 

on a spike?” or “Did you hear that 
shooting last night? How dose was it? 
Who was firing?” The ordinary 
rumours of an extraordinary wan 
I should point out that Paddy him- 
self doesn’t gossip. After 31 years in 
Freetown the 67-year-oki Brit is a good 
listener, but like all the best 
bartenders, he knows how to keep a 

secret Thin and tall with a nut-brown 
tan and a rogue’s smile, Paddy has 
sfSJed through dictators, coups andovO 
wars. In better times he owned a 
restaurant down on the beach. The 
diplomatic set used logo there. There 
were fine parties that lasted late mto 

the night .. . 

He remembers the night the Ital- 
ian ambassador gave a dinner for his 


staff. It was Paddy’s bad luck that the 
prostitutes staged a pitched battle cm 
the beach that night. The immigrant 
girls from Liberia fought a turf battle 
with the girls from Freetown. As 
Paddy remembers, there was a lot of 
punching and kicking. The Ambas- 
sador’s secretary tried to calm them 
down but was forced to retreat 
“The strange thing though, was 
that they didn’t tear each other’s 
clothes.” remembers Paddy. “They an 
only had one decent dress each and 
it was life a point of decency not to de- 
stroy each other’s working clothes.” 

When the army coup forced him out 
of his beach-side place, Paddy moved 
across the estuary to his current 
premises -a large open-air bar with 
a thatched root Once settled, he tried 
to bar the prostitutes. The business 
down at the beach had left him shaken. 
But the girls formed a union and 
picketed the new ban 
There were negotiations. Paddy’s 

hrieirtMC A1*V* 


persuaded toe girls to lift the picket 
A set number would be allowed bade 
in on condition that there was no 
fighting and that customers were not 
tormented. And they have pretty 
much kept their word. There is none 
of the fevered hustling that you find 
in bars in East and Central Africa. If 
you don’t want to do business you will 
be left alone. 

padc^s regular crowd starts to roll 
in around four o'dock. Curfew is at six, 
so if you want to medicate away the 
tension and fear of a Freetown day, 
then you get to Paddy’s in time for 
several beers before the drive home. 
And you make damn sure not to stay 
too late. The Nigerian soldiers and 
local militia who man the checkpoint 
get jittery after curfew. 


Fergal Keane 

‘The militia cut a 
guy's head off and 
rode arouna town 
with it on a spike ' 

The other morning we had to drive 
in the dark before the end of curfew. 
It was a 5am start that took us along 
the empty coast road with its ghostly 
ocean and abandoned hotels. I wish to 
record that our driven a gentleman 

hv name of Kahhah. was amnnsr 


the most witless whom I have ever 
encountered. 

On the hill near the British High 
Commission we came up to a Niger- 
ian post where the senbyjumped out 
into the middle of the road with his gun 
raised. Our driver decided to reverse, 
stealing backwards as the sentry 
screamed abuse and then cocked his 
weapon and got ready to shoot I 
leaned forward and thumped the 
driver on the back. Ifes, thumped. 

An act Evidence. I admit it But the 
man needed to be shocked out of his 
mad retreat The thump did the trick 
and he stopped the can After many 
apologies from us, the sentry waved 
us through. 

It is hard to blame the Nigerians for 
being so jumpy. When the rebels 


swept into Freetown in early January 
many of them wore Ecomog uni- 
forms. Nigerian sentries coming out 
to greet them were shot down. 

To travel through Freetown these 
days and to listeo to the stories of its 
survivors is to enter a Afferent uni- 
verse to that occupied by Michael 
Howard and his Sandline-obsessed 
colleagues. While the British Oppos- 
ition was stffl gnawing at Robfc Cook’s 
trouser leg, somewhere between^ 4,000 
and 6,000 people were being butchered 
in Freetown. That is a lot of people to 
be killed in a few weeks, even by the 
lamentable standards of our times. 

Let us consider the United Nation’s 
estimates for a moment: 150,000 
people displaced; L000 children who 
have simply disappeared, many of 
them forced to become sokfiersin the 
rebel army; hundreds of women and 
young girls who have been raped; 
scores of people who have been 
burned alive in their homes; hundreds 
nf nennle who have had their hands or 


legs chopped off by the rebels. Place 
in your mind for a moment the dread- 
ful image of the psychiatric patients 
in EsMy (again, according to tbe UN’s 
report) who were. rounded up and 
executed for their madness, or that of 
the XO po&cemen backed to death be- 
side tte beautiful giant cotton free that 
stands in the centre of the dty. 

And while all of this was going an, 
did we bear loud voices of protest from 
the Opposition? Did we hear demands 
for action to protect these former 
colonial subjects? Did we hear them 
rah fix- the defence of Sierra Leone's 
government (a very imperfect, but 
democratically elected government)? 
Not a bit of it life had Sandline and 
Sandline and more San dime. 

Robin Cook was right to announce 


extra aid to Sierra Leone this week and 
right to insist that the mayhem on the 
ground was the dominant issue, not 
Sandline. It is a message that still es- 
capes the Lsfoourtiommated Foreign 
Affaire select committee and the Tory 
opposition. Of course, it is right to be 
concerned about Sandline. The whole 
murky affair does raise important is- 
sues of truth and accountability. But 
this week’s debate had the unpleasant 
whiff of point-scoring at a time when 
people were (tying by the thousand in 
Sierra Leone. And when people in 
Paddy’s Bar asked me why so few 
people in Britain were interested in 
what was happening in their country 
right now, I was at a loss to give them 
an answer beyond saying that Free- 
town and London naturally operated 
to different agendas. That’s demo- 
cracy I told them. It is about cut and 
thrust Adversarial politics. Domestic 
politics. Small politics. But I never got 
too for in those conversations before 
thev told me that all that stuff was a 


million miles removed from the reality 
of their daDy lives. 

It is possible to take the view that 
we should be concerned only with 
Sandline, and that all that really 
natters is our own domestic political 
agenda. Those, life Alan Clark, who 
make this argument are wrong, I 
believe, but they are at least bring 
honest with us. It is possible to have 
a dear intellectual disagreement with 
them. What is much harder to take is 
the sight of those who have long 
preached the merits of liberty, avert- 
ingthedr gaze when that precious gift 
is being abased every day on the 
streets of Freetown. 

The writer is a BBC special 
correspondent 
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UGANDAN MASSACRE 


World opinion on the massacre of western tourists by 
Hutu rebels in the Bwindi national park 


The Nation 

Kenya 

THE KILLINGS wtU, no doubt, add 
significantly to the amount of neg- 
ative publicity the East African re- 
gion has had to endure for some 
time now. Despite an infrastructure 
that does not leave particularly 
happy memories in foe minds of vis- 
itors, eastern Africa’s natural re- 
sources and beauty continue to lure 
many to this part of theworid.lt was 
indeed the captivating sight of the 
rare mountain gorillas that hired the 
visitors to Uganda Wfe hope that this 
sad and tragic end to what should 
have been a happy adventure will be 
seen in its right perspective -as the 
work of people who have no moral 
or political legitimacy for the war 
they are involved in. 


USA TODAY 

THE UNITED States cannot be the 
world’s police force. But in Africa, 
the US needs to do more. It provides 
minimal financial support for peace- 
keeping efforts. Why so little? And 
instead of dithering around as it did 
as hundreds of thousands were 
slaughtered in Rwanda in 1994, why 
not be publicly prepared, when 
genocide occurs, to call it that and 
drive the appropriate forces to inter- 
vene? Odds are none of that would 
have saved the lives lost this week 
in Uganda. On the other hand, a 
feeble policy of disengagement 
hasn't helped any, either. 


Sydney morning 
Herald 

Australia 

THE DEATHS in Uganda underline 
Central Africa’s slide into chaos. 
Government exists in nam e only 
through the region. Sorting out this 
mess will take more resolve than the 
international community has 
shown. If something as horrific as 
the Rwandan genocide was left 
unchecked for as long as it was, the 
collapse of Central Africa will be 
slow to raise eyebrows. Meanwhile 
Uganda has just been added to 
those other destinations (such as 
Yemen) which tourists should ap- 
proach with great caution. 


San Francisco 
CHRONICLE 
US 

THIS IS bitter proof of how easily by- 
standers can be swept up in one of 
Africa's nastiest conflicts. Among 
those who escaped was a Bay Area 
resident, T.inHa Adams. Ugandan 
President Ybweri Museveni vowed 
to capture or kfil the rebels. He ad- 
mitted his government foiled to 
warn visitors that Hutu rebels were 
operating in Uganda and had issued 
threats against foreigners. We ad- 
mire Adams’ ingenuity in escaping, 
and we extend our condolences to 
the victims of the Rutu'a barbarism. 


Khaleej times 

UAE 

THIS IS only the latest instance of 
foreigners foiling victim to local po- 
litical conflicts. While (he exact mo- 
tivation has yet to be ascertained, it 
can be said with certainly that the 


aim of scaring off visitors from a 
country desperately seeking to re- 
vive its tourist industry. The Ugan- 
dan killings fit into this trend of 
rebels treating foreigners as fan- 
game in their struggle against pol- 
itical enemies. The challenge for 
these countries is how to deal with 
the perpetrators of the crimes with- 
out resorting to measures that 
might prove counter-productive to 
relations with, ironically, the same 
Western nations whose citizens are 
the most vulnerable targets. 


Florida Times 

us 

THIS IS a solemn reminder that it is 
dangerous for anyone, certainly 
Americans, to venture into a war 
zone. That entire region is engulfed 
in a struggle. On -one side, a corrupt 
dictator and his allies, including a 
band of genocidal killer s. On the 
other pro-democracy rebels and 
democratic governments in Rwan- 
da and Uganda. %t, somehow the 
US maintains its neutrality. This is 
a fight between right and wrong, 
good and evfl. While the United 
States should not commit troops, of 
course, financial aid is Long overdue 


We all share her degradation 


The Denver Post 

in THE end it was undear whether Mon- 
ica has any sense of thfe magnitude of the 
trauma she’s endured. Whs she there for 
the traditional prime-time healing process 
or simply to launch her book tour? And 
what did we get out of it? The victim, the 
journalist, the viewing public and the 
nation shared the degradation. Shame on 
us for bothering. 


The Macon 
Telegraph 

WERE UNCLEAR as to whether ABC paid 
Ms Lewinsky for her Interview. But there 
is no question that the event is meant by 
her handlers to kick off a multi -mfllion- 
dollar marketing campaign here -and 
abroad. No domestic book-signing tour is 
scheduled for the United States. Certain 
states, Georgia included, have passed 
laws inhibiting criminals from benefiting 
from their misdeeds ty requiring them to 

share any book or movie profits with their 

victims. While Monica Lewinsky is not a 
criminal, it somehow just doesn’t seem 
right for her to profit How does one explain 
to children in light of the Lewinsky story 
that the best way to get ahead in life is to 
work hard and focus on genuine accom- 
plishments? 


Carroll County 
Times 

AT A time when media credibility is at an 
all-time low and people find it hard to dis- 
tinguish between news and entertainment, 
ABC has blurred the line even more. The 
network is using the interview as a money- 
making tool. That, in itseR is not neces- 
sarily a had thing as long as the network 
is up front about it But because the net- 
work on one hand tries to stand apart from 
’infotainment" type shows posing as news, 
and an the other hand looks for any means 
possible to rake in cash, the credibility 
of all legitimate news organizations suf- 
fers. The bottom line is that ABC tele- 
vision is out fra- the money. The news 
(if there actually is any in this particular 
interview) is secondary. Viewers may 
wairt to keep that in mind when they tune 
in this evening. 
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MONICA LEWINSKY’S INTERVIEW 


American verdicts on Monica Lewinsky's interview with 
Barbara Walters on ABC television in the United States 


akron Beacon 
Journal 

MONICA LEWINSKY had to play the role of 
seductress. She is desperate to seduce us 
into buying hernew book. Desperate to se- 
duce us into believing that she is the hero- 
ine of the trashy novel forming her comer 
of the Clinton scandals. Seduce us into ac- 


cepting her into our homes and hearts for 
whatever role she decides to play in the fu- 
ture. Yes, there were icky sexual details and 
sentimental nonsense. There were tears, 
near the end of the first hour, and late in 
the second hour to keep wearying viewers 
hooked But overall Lewinsky’s charm 
offensive showed someone having way too 
much fun. 


BOSTON HERALD 

AT LONG last, the young woman who was 
sexually exploited by the most powerful 
politician on the planet managed to exact 
her <ran brand of revenga H I^t like apiece 
of trash. I felt dirty and I felt used and I 
was disappointed,” Monica Lewinsky fold 
alters. In that, Lewinsky joins a long list 
of women abused by the man who, for rea- 
sons most decent people cannot explain, 
continues in residence in the White House. 
There is Germifer Flowers who was used 
and abandoned There’s Juanita Bread- 
driek, who details a sexual assault There’s 
Paula Jones, sexually harassed in a Little 
Rock hoteL There’s Kathleen Willey, 
groped in the Oval Office. So Lewinsky now 
feels dirty, used, disappointed Well, so 
should anyone who ever thought Bill 
Clinton worthy of being president of the 
United States. 


The Philadelphia 
Inquirer 

BRASH, CONFIDENT and often-disturbingly 

glib, Lewinsky appeared to have been 
coached fay the same people who teach 
Miss America contestants to answer each 
and every question with the widest posable 
smile. Only toward the end as Walters 
asked Lewinsky about the effect on her par- 
ents and about possible suicidal thoughts, 
cfid Lewinsky succumb to the tears that are 
the hallmark of any Barbara Walters inter- 
view. Just as Paula Jones was repackaged 
for her 15 minutes of fame, Lewinsky got 
ready for ber close-up with a sleek new ’do. 
While the clearance of tbe Lewinsky inter- 
view by special prosecutor Kenneth Starr 
mi g ht have been an indication that the 
former intern’s story was winding down, 
events of the past 48 hours suggest that 
Lewinsky is stiD a moving target If only 
she weren’t also a giggling one. 


Dallas morning News 

AS TELEVISION . this was pure perfor- 
mance art Walters was a master inquisi- 
tor It didn’t matter if many or most 
viewers had read or heard the answers. 
People kept ori going back to see Titanic 
for the human interplay rather than for tbe 
figurative train wreck. 
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Tributes to the pop singer Dusty Springfield, below, 
who died on Tuesday from breast cancer 


The Middle Eastern press considers Israel's 
retaliative air strikes on the Lebanon 


Comment on attitudes to gays in football after 
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Quotes of 
the Week 


The Daily 
Telegraph 

THERE ARE few people who 
would deny that Dusty Spring- 
field was the finest female pop 
singer that Britain has ever pro- 
duced In fact the only person 
who would have questioned 
that foci was Dusty Spring- 
field herself. The apparent self- 
assurance which she brought to 
her performances in the Sixties 
on stage - and on the foremost 
pop music programme of the 
day. Ready, Steady, Co! - was 
a total facade. All her life she 
had felt the need to be someone 
else. Dusty Springfield was al- 
ways an act. But it was a good 
one. (Mick Brown) 


Evening 

STANDARD 

UNLIKE HER peers and rivals 
in Britain - singers like CDla 
Black, Lulu and Sandie Shaw - 
Dusty, influenced by the sounds 
uf Phil Spector and Motown 
when she toured America, 



chose material that included 
ballads, soul gospel and 
rhythm and blues - material 
generally reserved for black 
singers at tbe time. In Britain 
she swiftly attracted a following 
for her regular appearances on 
the TV pop show Ready. 
Steady, Go! generating much 
adolescent interest in her 
miniskirts and knee-high boots. 
Dusty Springfield may have 
diedjust two weeks before she 
was due to go to New York to 
be inducted into the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fhme, but she had long 
beei a member of the pantheon 
of pop legends. (Km Cooper) 


THE MIRROR 

IN THE showbiz hall of fame, 
Dusty Springfield will hold a 
special place. She was a re- 
markable singer with a voice 
that many imitated but none 
surpassed- The promised years 
of pleasure afierber career was 
revived have been tragically 
snatched away. But her voice 
will Jive on. 


Daily Mail 

DUSTY SPRINGFIELD was a 
collision of contradictions. Mus- 
ically gifted, she was eternally 
tortured fay self-doubt She (Bed 
at her home finally knowing 
that whatever she thought of 
her abilities, her country and 
profession honoured her; and 
her peers in popular music 
cherished her; as did every one 
of us who ever filtered our own 
emotional frailties through that 
beautiful yearning voice. As 
Cliff Richard said; ‘Dusty 
Springfield - the voice of 
voices." (Ray CormoQy) 


JERUSALEM POST 
Israel 

AN ISRAELI withdrawal would 
deprive Damascus of its excuse 
fra - occupying its neighbor; a 
founding member of the UN 
whose independence it never 
formally recognized. Once out 
of Lebanon, Israel win have the 
tools and legitimacy with which 
to concoct an ongoing effort to 
ostracize Syria diplomatically, 
so long as it pulls the strings of 
a belligerent Wivbunah 


THE STAR 
Lebanon 

CONTINUED ILLEGAL, re- 
pressive and savage occupation 
of south Lebanon will inevitably 
inspire armed resistance, and 
that will bring casualties. The 
Israelis and Netanyahu - with 
only a little over 10 weeks to the 
elections - would be foolish to 
believe that domestic opinion 
favors such action. The Israelis 
may invade as often as they 
choose, but every action wifi 


make it harder for their gov- 
ernment to make inevitable 
compromises and learn to live 
in peace with their neigbbors. 


Ha'aretz 

Israel 

HOW CAN it be said, on the one 
hand, that Israel must not with- 
draw forces without security 
anri no rmali sation agreements 
with Syria, and then, on the 
other, to waste three years 
without exchanging a single 
word with the Syrians? 


Teshreen 

Syria 

DOES ISRAEL imagine that the 
Arab peace-loving nations will 
allow it to profit by its insolent 

agg ression ami annan li/m anri 

dictate terms as aggressors 
seeking to wrest that which 
belongs to Palestine, Syria and 
Lebanon? Real peace means 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. 


Daily Mail 

WHAT A depressing insight into 
the so-caDed beautiful game. In 
any other walk of life, jeering at 
a colleague because of his sup- 
posed sexual orientation would 
be as unacceptable as attack- 
ing him for race or religion. The 
FA was quick enough to get rid 
of Hoddte for expressing a re- 
ligious opinion. Perhaps now it 
will be equally robust in rooting 
out tbe real nastiness in football 
- if only for the sake of all tbe 
impresrionabte young fans who 
may grow up to om iiiatp these 
“heroes" with feet of clay. 


The Guardian 

HERE IS a chance for the FA to 

demonstrate its disciplinary 

process - and its determination 
to root oitt bigotry if the alle- 
gations are proved tree Bigotiy 
is best defeated by open con- 
frontation. As the fbotbafllbsk 
Fbree noted, bigotry is not pro- 
duced by football but it all too 
readily feeds off it 


The Sun 

FOOTBALLERS HAVE given 
and taken insults from the time 
the game began. The grown-up 
(Mies dealt with it, the immature 
ones fell victim to it Wind-ups 
have always been common- 
place. Robbie Fowler has to be 
told to mind his tongue and 
Graeme Le Saux to control his 
temper Somebody should tell 
them to grow up and get an with 
the game. (John Sadler) 


The Mirror 

IN A Britain where it’s 
increasingly acceptable to be 
homosexual football is one of 
tbe last bastions of macho het- 
erosexuality. Experts say one in 
10 British men are gay, which 
puts the figure in the league at 
around 300. TOuild a company 
realty want to advertise its all- 
action aftershave or girl-puffing 
hair gel with a gay footballer? 
We’re a long way from dyeing 
the E n gland beys’ white shirts 
pink. (Clare Grant) 



THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 



MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from around the world 


Yomiuri 

Shimbun 

Japan 

Justice Minister Shozaburo 
Nakamura was accused of tak- 
ing home an explanation writ- 
ten by movie superstar Arnold 
Schwarzenegger about why he 
was not carrying a passport 
when be entered Japan last 
year Nakamura was asked why 
he had not submitted tbe ex- 
planation to the section within 
the ministry that is responsible 
for such matters. He said he 
suspected the minister; who is 
a fen of the actor; had taken the 
document home to keep as a 
souvenir. Nakamura said his 
secretary had simply forgotten 
to submit the documenL 
Tteruya was not convinced by 
the minister's response. Chief 


Cabinet Secretary Nonaka said 
the matter would be further 
investigated. 


Mail & 
Guardian 

South Africa 

THE row over Brian McMillan’s 
use of the phrase “bowl him a 
coolie creeper” (to mean a de- 
livery in which the ball runs 
along the ground) offers a 
double-edged lesson to South 
Africans... “coolie creeper” - 
with its association of servile, 
obsequious conduct- should be 
struck from the vocabulary out 
of respect for the Asian com- 
munity But we cannot help 
but feel sympathy for the great 
all-rounder who is obviously not 
a racist 


RESEARCH BY SALLY CHATTERTON 


“There is no such 
thing as serious 
music on television 
now. It always has to 
have a gimmick. ” 

Sir Andre Preuin 
(pictured) 

“It would be great to 
dress up and look like 
asessymboL" . 
Dame Judi Dench, 
actor 

“I have no problem 
with cheque-book . 
journalism, as long as 
some of the cheque 
goes to me.” 

Jon Snow, 
newsreader 

“Old people have one 
advantage compared 
with young ones. 
They have been 
young themselves, 
and young people 
haven't been old.” 

Lord Longford. 

“If Cilia Black spake 
as beautifully as Anna 
Fbrd, Blind Date 
would lose half its 
app alling faftrina tion.” 
John Casey, Fe3aw of 
GonviSe and Caius 
College, Cambridge : 

“Nobody cares if Le 
Saux is gay or not -ft 
is the fact that he ' 
openly admits to . 

reading The 
Guardian that makes 
him the most reviled 
man in footbaiL” 

Piers Morgan, editor 
qf ‘The Mirror* 
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THE WEEKEND REVIEW 

The Independent 6 Maw4, 1999 


COMMENT/S 


The question is, am I a woman or am I a wuss? 


OLD ADAGE, new angle - those that 
can, do; those that can’t, teach; 
those that can’t teach, teach PE. I 
cant remember where I heard it 

and though it made me smile at the 

tune, it must be a very old new 
angle because, according to this 
week’s survey by the National 
j^ssodation of Head Teachers, 94 
per cent of the 2,126 primary and 
secondary schools they visited 
don’t have gyms. Sport in schools 
is apparently heading down the 
same education cul-de-sac as the 
chalk monitor, the inkwell and 
mental arithmetic. 

Do we care? More to the point, 
do X. as the mother of two potential 
couch-potatoes (as the survey reck- 
ons children are becoming, owing 
to lack of physical exercise) care? 

wan, yes and no. It’s the old man- 
or-mouse argument. Not my 


school-age sons - me. Put it this 
way. Am I a woman or a wuss, a 
mother of warrior sons battle- 
hardened by under-I5s ru gg er on 
Tuesday afternoons, or a mouse 
fearii^ that my treasures wfll be in- 
jured in those horrid rough games? 
Like most mothers, I suspect, I'm 
a mixture of both. I want warriors 
but I want them to be unscathed. 

Injuries apart, does the old mens 
Sana in cvrpore sano ma-yfm stiD 
apply to children? I don’t see why 
not; it never did me any harm 
and... good grief, did I really say 
that? Get a grip, Mrs Arnold It’s not 
just your memory you’re losing, it’s 
the entire plot. PE permanently 
damaged me and probably njy 
children, too, in that it affected the 
way I chose to educate them. 

HI start at the b eginning We 
played lacrosse at school and my 


right temple still bears the scar 
inflicted by Cynthia ffislop when 
she tackled me from behind and 
then, cradling furiously (yes, I 
know all about cradling) sped on to 
score the winning goal against St 
Bede’s. “Well done Cynthia. This is 
a proud moment for Mt Alvemia,” 
said Miss Pendlebury when she 
presented the trophy afterwards. 
My fear and loathing of lacrosse 
eventually spread to all other 
sports and everyone who played 
them, especially girls. I've never 
understood why men fantasise 
about schoolgirls in gymslips. 
Cynthia His lop in hers, biceps 
bulging, calves like breeze blocks, 
lacrosse stick flailing could have 
seen off a battalion of battle- 
hardened warriors single-handed. 

It was probably subliminal 
memories of my own schooldays 



SUE ARNOLD 

My fear and loathing of 
lacrosse spread to all 
other sports and all 
those who played them 

that prompted me to send my 
daughters to a weird new school 
that offered Sanskrit, vegetarian 
lunches and Vtecfic dance instead of 
Sport My friends' daughter s played 


netball and tennis and went on to 
captain all-women rowing trews at 
Oxbridge, but if my daughters 
seethed with secretresentment at 
my failure to offer them similar 
sporting opportunities, they never 
said so. The middle one told me last 
week that she’s been sponsored to 
run in the London Marathon. 

None of this, I appreciate, will 
endear me to the fanatical female 
footballer lobby, but the truth must 
out and anyway I feel Fm vindicated 
by the way I educated the boys. 

No nut biscuits and spiky 
dancing with bells on their wrists 
for them. They went to the state 
primary down the road, which had 
a brilliant headmaster called 
Norman who believed in old- 
fashioned disciplines such as gym. 
OK, it doubted as assembly hall and 
dining-room, but it had wall bars 


and ropes and a vaulting-horse and 
it gave them good, healthy appet- 
ites to eat up all their school din- 
ners. On sports days we went to the 
nearest park, where they did old- 
fashioned things such as running 
and long jump and house relay 
races. Indeed, foe oldest became so 
enthusiastic about r unning and 
jumping and football that at his in- 
sistence we sent him to an ex- 
tremely expensive boarding school 
outside London surrounded by 
playing fields, where he did 
precious little else. 

This bucolic idyll came to an 
abrupt end when foe master who 
taught swimming was dismissed 
(something to do with his prefer- 
ence for making the prettier boys 
swim naked, and only teaching 
them back-stroke) and worried 
mothers like me brought their 


children home mid-term and sent 
them to the nearest day school 
which in our case turned out to be 
one of the 2,126 without a gyra. 

Meanwhile, the primary school 
down the road had changed, as my 
other children were discovering. 
Norman had gone and a new 
headmistress had arrived Instead 
of gym they did computers. The 
trouble is, there are no male 
teachers there any more and 
women teachers get terribly 
excited when children fall over 
and scratch their knees. What this 
means is that London parents with 
children who want to be profes- 
sional footballers before they 
become brain surgeons (like mine) 
have to send them to private 
schools that still have playing fields 
and gyms and PE teachers who, 
by the way, teach brilliantly). 


The Saturday Profile 

Ed Balls, Treasury adviser 

Chancellor’s 

golden boy 


NEXT WEEK brings Gordon Brown's third 
fall Budget since May 1997. But the Bud- 
get is not just, not even mostly, the Chan- 
■jlpllor’s work. Like the first two, it is the 
'Creation of Brown's 32-year-old special 
adviser, Ed Balls. 

Treasury officials are stem in then- 
judgements of their political masters and 
even sterner about ministers’ political 
appointees. So there could be no higher 
praise for Balls, Gordon Brown’s one- 
man economic think-tank, than a 
favourable Treasury verdict The tail, 
solid, confident adviser lacks Whitehall pol- 
ish - he has no patience for the protocol 
of meetings and minute- taking. But the 
dever high-flyers who greeted Balls in May 
1997 expecting him to be nothing but a nm~ 
sauce now see him, in the words of one of 
them, as “a bit of a godsend”. 

They admire his intellect his breath- 
taking work load, his ability to organise a 
famously disorganised Chancellor Most of 
all they like the fact that he is a direct and 
influential channel to Brown. Persuade the 
adviser, and you have persuaded the 
i^ainister too. In short he is a real power 
m the land, a magnet for mandarins. 

Next week’s Budget is Balls’s -and Gor- 
don Brown's - third, but the first without 
Charlie Whelan. The tight-knit family of 
Gordon, Ed, Charlie and Geoffrey Robin- 
son, formed in the bunker of opposition and 
cemented over beer and pizzas in Robin- 
son’s suite at the Grosvenor House Hotel, 
was scattered by the Mandelson loan 
episode at Christmas. But those emotion- 
ally cataclysmic events show little sign of 
derailing the types of policy that the 
Chancellor will announce in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday. 

The same intellectual stamp has char- 
acterised all of Labour’s economic plans, 
from announcing the independence of the 
Bank of England in the first week of 
government onwards. And Ed Balls is its 
originator. He has now spent half bis life 
in the Labour Party, having joined at the 
ssge of 16 in the ward in Nottingham 
•paired fay his father: Mr Balls senior is an 
academic zoologist, an environmentalist 
and a specialist in testing the toxicity of 
drugs. He also taught at Nottingham Uni- 
versity. The young Ed was bom in Norwich 
(he still supports that city’s football team), 
and went to Nottingham High School At 
this fee-paying boys’ school he excelled at 
his lessons, shone on the playing field and 
dominated the politics and debating soci- 
eties. He followed in his father's footsteps 
to Keble College, Oxford, where he read 
philosophy politics and economics. 

At Oxford he joined all three of foe main 
political parties’ university societies, hav- 
ing read a novel in which one of foe c h ar- 
acters does precisely this in order to meet 
more people. In short, his was a back- 
ground of committed Labour morality 
without being one of traditional Labour 
culture. He could be socially at ease with 
Tories even though he did not agree with 
them. This non-tribalism made Balls in 


some ways natural New Labour material, 
rather than a later convert to foe trans- 
formation of the party in the Nineties. 

Indeed, he proved to be an important 
architect of New Labour; thanks to a key 
intellectual and political influence, aside 
from his own famity background. This was 
Lawrence Summers, a former Harvard 

I Life story I 


Origins: Bom 27 February 1967, 
in Norwich. 

Vital statistics: Aged 32. Married 
Yvette Cooper MP in 1998, 

Expecting first child in June. 
Educated: Nottingham High 
School, Keble College, Oxford (first 
in PPE), Kennedy Memorial 
scholarship to Harvard University. 
Passions: Norwich City FC. 
cooking, English choral music. 
Influences: Harvard economists 
Larry Summers and Larry Katz.. 
Career: Financial Times leader- 
writer. adviser to Gordon Brown in 
opposition, and at the Treasury. 
Critics say: “It's 
not Brown’s, it's 
Balls’." (Michael 
Heseltine on 
Gordon Brown's 
use of the 
expression "post- 
neoclassical 
endogenous 
growth theory") 

Admirers say: 

“Ed is concerned 
with making life 
better for 
ordinary people." (L5E economist 
Richard Layard) 

I Rumoured next fob: MP for a 

northern constituency, near his 
wife's in Pontefract and Castleford 

economics professor who is now foe US 
deputy Treasury secretary. 

After Oxford, Balls won a Kennedy 
scholarship to spend two years at foe elite 
Ivy League university, where he studied 
economics with Summers in 1989-1990. The 
two men still speak and see each other as 
often as bolding busy and powerful policy 
jobs on opposite sides of the Atlantic allows. 

Balls introduced foe Chancellor; while 
in opposition, to Summers and also to 
Robert Reich, another former professor 
who had become labour secretary in foe 
first Clinton administratioa A meeting with 
Alan Greenspan at foe same time per- 
suaded Brown of one of his young adviser's 
key beliefs - foe desirability of an inde- 
pendent central bank. 

There remains another nexus of con- 
nections between the two Treasuries. 
Stephanie Flanders, a colleague from the 
Financial Times, where Bails once 
vrorfeed,isaspeecbwriterto 


officials now regularity look to the US for 
models for the policies they are drawing 
up for Britain. It is hard to overstate foe 
influence that the American pvpp rie nf* has 
had on Balls, and therefore on the Labour 
opposition’s strategies before the election 
and the Labour Government’s policies to 
shape foe British economy. Many of foe 
measures announced in Brown’s Budgets 
have their origins in US equivalents. 

In a nutshell the Summers approach 
combines clarity about the aims of policy 
with an aggressive pragmatism about the 
means. He taught Balls to rely on evidence, 
not prejudice, in designingpoficy. Equally 
important, Summers demonstrated the 
necessity of getting the politics right in 
order to be able to implement foe right 
economic policies. Policies cannot be 
drawn up in a vacuum. 

It is ironic; therefore, that Balls will 
never shed the notoriety ofhaving written 
the pointy-head phrase “post-neoclassical 
endogenous growth theory" into a pre- 
election speech by Gordon Brown. It was 
meant as a joke, but ended up giving 
Micha el Heseltine a fairly good quip of his 
own (“It’s not Brown's, it's Balls’"). 

It was politics that shaped Labour's elee- 
tion pledge not to raise in come tax rates. 
The policy aims - making low-paid work 
more attractive and raising the level of 
income in poor families - do not need 
higher tax rates. And the Tory victory in 
1992 was blamed on foe “bombshell" of 
Labour's income tax plans. 

Some acquaintances would argue that, 
after the initial shock of finding himself in 
the dirty old game of Westminster politics, 
Balls became far too political and far too 
concerned about the saleability of the 
policies rather than their intrinsic merit 
Certainty; he has slipped comfortably into 
some of the spin doctoring of lobby jour- 
nalists previously in foe domain of Charlie 
Whelan. A more sympathetic inter- 
pretation is that it is a matter of pragma- 
tism; that there is no point in adopting a 
policy that cannot be sold. 

The forthcoming Budget will, in many 
ways, complete foe policy framework Balls 
has been creating for the past six years. 
The big changes he has wanted to make 
will be in place - an independent Bank of 
England, strict rules limiting government 
borrowing and an outline welfare-to-work 
framework intended to tackle the trap of 
low income and dependency on benefits. 

Hie new approach has enthused many 
Theasuiy rivfl servants, espedalty those on 
the policy side. It has been turbulent at 
times, however Both the Chancellor and 
his adviser have quite a knack for rubbing 
some people up foe wrong way. Although 
both can be utterly charming, neither 
hides his disdain for stupidity and neither 
realty likes to be disagreed with. 

In 20 months, foe Treasury saw the de- 
parture of its permanent secretary and its 
official senior press officer after dashes 
with Balls, the loss of Whelan and Robin- 
son, and a certain amount of turnover 



'Ed Balls: Tuesday’s Budget will be yet another testament to his policy-framing skills 


among foe junior ministers. But now, for 
foe first time in many years, economic 
research is back at the heart of what the 
department does. The machine is starting 
to work smoothly and eagerly with the 
Labour team, after a rocky start 

Colleagues and outsiders alike are, al- 
most universally, deeply impressed by 
Balls’s abilities, whatever their initial 
doubts about his youth and inexperience. 
His partner in his intellectual and political 
project has been his wife, Yvette Coopen 
a miner's granddaughter who is MP for 
Pontefract and Castleford Their romance, 
which they kept rather quiet at first, came 
as a bit of a blow to other hopefuls, fbrmer 
colleagues say that a fair number of 
women could not resist Balls's good looks 
and deliciously flirtatious manner. 

However; he married a woman who is, 
in the ways important for a successfal long- 
term relationship, very similar to him, a 
match for his intellect and his beliefs. 
Cooper; too, spent some time at Harvard 
and worked ^ with foe Democrats in foe 1992 
US campaign. Like him, she learnt her 
allegiance to foe Labour Party when very 
young and was an activist from an earty 
age. like him. she worked fora while as 
a journalist - he at the Financial Times 
on his return from foe US, she at The 


Independent before the general election 
campaign of 1997. 

New Labour’s golden couple married 
early last year It was 1998’s most fash- 
ionable political wedding, taking place in 
a relaxed seaside hotel where excited 
children swarmed around and hundreds 
of guests danced late into foe night A tele- 
vision set in the corner of the bar was tuned 
to a football match. 

The bride, in a brilliant blue dress by 
Vivienne Westwood, utterly outshone the 
groom, just as she should on her wedding 
day. The newty elected MP gave a rousing 
speech from the ballroom balcony that 
could be heard by every last guest Her new 
husband mumbled slightly into his grey 
suit Cooper is now expecting their first 
baby. Appropriately for a career politician, 
she is due to give birth just ahead of Par- 
liament’s summer recess. 

Close friends say that Balls has no 
ambition - at least for the foreseeable 
future - to become an MP himself They 
dismiss as pure gossip speculation that he 
will try to get the seat next to Cooper's in 
Yorkshire at the next election, although 
some ponder about what he can do after 
this job. It will certainty be hard to find 
anything that gives him the same degree 
of power and sheer intellectual interest 


It will not be easy for the two to com- 
bine high-powered dual careers with new 
parenthood Balls wifi find he has even less 
time than he gets now for passions such 
as football (both playing and watching). 

The couple plan to move to Lambeth, 
closer to theHouse of Commons than their 
current Islington flat He will work from 
home in the evenings, with a secure com- 
puter link to the Treasury while she attends 
the House. They travel up to Castleford at 
weekends, where there is another elec- 
tronic connection to Whitehall If any 
couple can manage to balance family life 
with two demanding, high-profile jobs, it 
will be this one. 

Nobody who knows them doubts their 
determination, their ambition or their 
commitment to their political beliefs and 
the Labour GovernmenL Tuesday's Bud- 
get will be a testament to all of these 
qualities. The two of them, still at such an 
early stage in their careers, will also 
continue to have a decisive influence over 
the future of New Labour and its remod- 
elling of the British economy. Those in the 
party who harbour any hopes that it may 
yet return to an old-fashioned, left-wing 
economic policy will first have to contend 
with two of its brightest stars. 

Diane Coyle 
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Marvin GAYE’S melodramatic 
death in 1984, at the age of 45, 
had the inevitability of a Greek 
tragedy There was nowhere else for 
him to* go. Truly, nobody knew foe 
trouble he’d seen. 

Gaye was shot dead by his father, 
using a .38 Smith and Wesson that 
the singer himself had bought, 
under the cocaine-fuelled delusion 

that someone was out to get his fam- 
ily. He gave the gun to his father for 
protection. Gaye senior; who bad 
never owned a gun in his life, drew 
A and killed Marvin during a char- 
NpEteristically violent quarreL 

Gaye’s mother Alberta always 
reckoned that her troubled son’s 
death wasakind of suicide. Marvin’s 
drunken, womanising father; a 
preacher of sorts, who ruled his 


children with a rod of iron, was not 
known for his stability. Alberta's 
view was that Marvin gave the gun 
to his father and then deliberately 
infuriated him, knowing what the 
consequences would be. 

It is not an implausible theory 
given that Gaye, unable in his drug- 
addled state even to remember his 
own lyrics, and in the grip of a 
paranoia so complete that he 
needed food-tasters, seemed to have 
reached the end of his road. Shortly 
before his death he tore out the in- 
side of his television set to silence 
foe threatening voices. 

If foe best soul music, like blues, 
is wrought from personal pain, it is 
little wonder that Marvin Gaye’s 
work has been revered - and fre- 
quently sampled - by successive 


accidental Heroes of the 
20th Century 

30: Marvin Gaye, Soul Singer 


generations of rhythm and blues 
artistes. But it would be wrong to 
view Gaye's career as nothing more 
than a prolonged cry of anguish. 
"Ain’t Nothing Uke The Real Thing”, 
recorded with Ibmmi Tterrell in 
1967, may be the most joyous love 
song ever released on Motown, a 
label that made something of a 
speciality of that sort of thing. £br 
a while, Gaye was Mug of the rom- 
antic duets, recording with Mary 


Wells, Ksm Weston and Diana Ross, 
as well as with TarrelL 
Berry Gordy, the razor-sharp 
bead of that record label, used Mar- 
vin in this way because he recog- 
nised him as not just the sweetest 
male voice fa his stable, blit also the 
sexiest man. For Gaye, though, the 
Motown love songs were not merety 
some commercial confection de- 
signed to part teenagers from their 
spending money. He meant them. 


When his friend and partner Terrell 
developed a brain tumorn; which 
later killed her; Gaye was devastated. 
He spent a year fa seclusion. 

He resurfaced in 1971 with 
"What’s Going On”, “Mercy, Mercy 
Me", and “Inner City Blues", all of 
which were million-selling records 
despite being some distance from 
the cheery tunes for which Motown 
was known. At this remove Gaye’s 
lyrics, despairing of poverty dis- 
crimination, and pollution, may 
seem banal, but the sincerity is so 
patent that they endure. 

Every project on which Gaye 
embarked, he threw himgpif into 
body and soul The spirituality of 
“What’s Going On” was succeeded 
py the sexuality of the album Let's 
Get It which devoted itself to the 


art of talking a woman into bed. 
Gaye lived every track; and began 
to sink deeper into a morass of fin- 
ancial and drug-related problems. 

Remarkably, throughout this per- 
iod he continued to add excellent 
tracks to his impressive catalogue 
- which stretched back to the doo- 
wop period of the late Fifties - in- 
cluding duets with Diana Ross, and 
foe 1982 single “Sexual Heating”. 

More than Stevie Wonder; James 
Brown or even Otis Redding, Mar- 
vin Gaye epitomised souL There’s a 
kind of heroism in submergingyour- 
self in your work as completely as 
he did. and it may have hastened his 
untimely end. That he managed to 
pursue his personal and idiosyn- 
cratic path in a hit factory like Mo- 
town is a minor miracle. 
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THE WEEKLY MUSE 
By Martin Newell 



In spring a young naan’s fancy... 

An older one won't bother though. 

Just slings a battered jacket on, 

Whistles his dog and out they go 
Across the marsh in early spring 
To where the sky is Turner-esque 
And puts the distance in between 
Himself and in-tray on his desk. 

The broadsheet papers dang to sounds 
Of feministas going rounds; 

They joust and clatter to reviews 
And one, at least is always news. 
Germaine, with Essex residence 
As “good owidgel” takes precedence, * 
Fbr out in Essex Proper here 
Her name is rhyming slang for beer 
And have too much Germaine, for sure 
TfouTI fall down on the Suzanne Moore. 

It’s Monica Lewinsky Week 
(And Month) - Hysteria bits a peak 
Her raven hair; her farm girt hips, 
Cheerleader smile In lolly lips 
Her skin suffused in Stepford glow 
She’s set up now and rightly so 
Though media do as media will 
They got the goods. She had the BQL 

And Bong “That’s it” for News at Ten 
Well never see it Bong again 
So after me: “And finally - 
The tapir Who was late. For tea.” 

Geoffrey Hughes, the bros McGann 
As scousers, speak the way they can. 

Alan Bleasdale, CiUa Black 
Proper speech ain’t what they lack. 
Regional accents, pass or foil 
Julie Burchill? Jimmy Nail? 

Try to sell them elocution 
There’s the way to revolution. 

Local culture left to rot, 

London syphons off the lot 
Now you’d take our accents too? 

Beryl Bainbridge, shame on you. 

“Police Warn of Illegal Clones” 

And now patrol the twilight zones. 

But whafs the charge? And in whose name? 
And why do policemen look the same? 

You mark my words, they’re using clones 
They started it with traffic cones 
And steadily worked up the chain; 

Do check that warrant card again. 

Too sci-fi for my muddled brain 
I need a pint of best Germaine. 


The Weasel 

An invitation arrives to try some of the peaks of Austrian cuisine 
and the household’s appreciation of foreign films is under threat 



YOU KNOW me, ever keen to explore 
a gastronomic terra nova. So when an 
invitation to a preview of an Austrian 
food festival burped out of the fax 
machine, I whizzed along hotfoot 
Temptingly entitled “The Glory of 
Paprika, Pancakes and Pastries”, tins 
Habsburgian blow-out is taking place 
at London’s rjngham HDton from 12 
to 21 March. To be honest, I have never 
previously given much thought to the 
cuisine of that mountainous Land, 
though I was impressed fay the equally 
mountainous dimensions of Land- 
burger Gessier (played by Willoughby 
Goddard*, the Austrian oppressor of 
William Tell in a long-forgotten tele- 
vision series of the same name. 

Another native of Tyrol, the Lang- 
ham’s executive chef Georg Pachs, 
assured me that he would be serving 
up the real thing. “I have been very 
serious and honest about the (fishes, 
so people can be 100 per cent sure it 
is how food is served in Austria." 
Since chef Jhchs's severest critic 
could not accuse him of excessive 
levity you can rest assured that this wCB 
be the case. 

When I saw an Austrian version of 
tmte ou bleu on the menu, I wondered 
how far his pursuit of authenticity 
went In A J Liebfing’s classic cufinaxy 
memoir; Between Meals, the prepar- 
ation of this dish is described as 
follows: “a live trout simply done to 
death in hot water; like a Roman 
emperor in his bath". Chef filichs was 
shocked when I asked whether he 
used this technique. “I would never 
allow a creature to suffer. We keep 
the fish in a tonic, then kQl them 


immediately before boiling. But we 
tend not to talk about such things when 


Rdfowing this reassurance, I settled 
down to a sampling of Austrian fare 
irrigated fay a few glasses of the 
country's excellent wine. No cracks 
about anti-freeze, please. That was two 
decades ago and we've an compfetdy 
forgotten about it (Though I might re- 
mark that the scam was discovered 
when some lunkhead tried to daim 
the VAT back on the addttiveJ My 
guides to the nosh were two expat 
guests at the launch, part of the 
20,000-strong Austrian contingent 
in London. They insisted that I 
should kick off with a small plate 
of beef stew and dumplings, which 
proved to be detidoustypiquanlbrt 
with an unexpected texture. “It’s 
called Beusdiet/' they explained 
while I chomped. “Lungs, heart 
and - how you say - zer tubing, 
preferably from a young cow. Have 
zis with dumplings and you have 
a perfect (fish.” 

Next, my new friends (Erected 
me towards a dish called GmesfL 
“It’s a mixture of potato and what- 
ever you have in the fridge,” they cho- 
rused. “A poor fanner’s Sunday lunch." 
Pbrtunatety, cheffhcbs was not with- 
in earshot Then followed a jellied 
meat called Sulze, a cream-cheese- 
stuffed ravioli called Sch&tzkrapferl 
(“It is, of course, a small Schhitz- 
krupferi,” my chums helpfully ex- 
plained), a mini Weiner schnitzel, 


the steps of the Langham, I was 
GesstertoaX 


1 WAS delighted to discover that the 
Weasel famify are patrons of the arts, 
if (mb' by proxy. Thanks in part to the 
gigantic sums which Mrs W has 
handed over to Habitat over theyears 



plateful of BeuscheL tubing. Finally, a 
tremendous tranche otAt&isbrudA in 


(most recently for a chandelier ap- 
parently made of wire coat-hangers), 
the furniture shop has been able to 
sponsor the Pafavh^atilfieMtrKhihitkin 
now on at the Hayward Gallery. If you 
haven’t done so alreacty 1 urge you to 
pop along. The familiar reproductions 
of Caulfield's oeuvre scarcely convey 
the scale of the artist’s work. 

His main subjects are restaurants, 
bars, food (don’t mbs the boiled egg 
and toast soldiers in Interior with a 


picture, 1985-86) and furniture. Hence 
the involvement of Habitat. But I won- 
der if the chain was wise to announre: 
“Habitat empathises with Patrick 
Caulfield’s vision of contemporary in- 
teriors. One can almost imagine these 
scenes being furnished by Habitat” 
The company may wish to be 
associated with the moulded plastic 
chairs and tahteofDiitfap Recess, 1972. 
but the uncomfortable bamboo 
bar stools ot Paradise Bar, 1974, 
are scarcely at tiie cutting edge of 

modem design. 

In many of his works, Caulfield 
displays an infatuation with paint- 
ing things he actively dislikes. 
The catalogue notes that in Green 
Drink, 2984, “he patiently duplic- 
ated some William Morris wall- 
paper that he found particularly 
vile”. The same applies to a night- 
marish oS lamp that he painted 
with mind-boggling verisimilitude 
in TrouNormand, 1997: “When he 
romar inc that the lamp *W8S hell tO 

paint*, he is referring as much to 
the emotional as to the technical 
difficulty of the challenge.” 

1 very much hope that Habitat's 
“empathy” for the artist does not 

mean that its shops will start filling with 

examples of le style Caulfield. It’s one 
thing when Mrs W fills the bouse with 
a tangle of coat-hangers, but it would 
be quite another having to live with 
flock wallpaper; Bavarian beer steins, 
buttoned leather banquettes. . . 


WHEN YOU think of the enormous 
numbers who live there, the suburbs 


of London must be among the most 
artistically deprived places in Britain. 
Consider the recent closure of the 
Greenwich Theatre, virtually in the 
shadow of the Millennium dustbin ’-fa 
However, for the past six .wars wt-1 
Beckenham hnvc benefited front an 
arts centre called The Studio. The first 
such venture in the area since a chap 
caDcd David Bowie ran the Beckenham 
Arts Lab in the Sixties, it luis become 
a popular venue for theatre shows, cun. 
certs, exhibitions and such like 

Mrs W and I are regulars at the fOm 
shows. I have a fondness for Conti- 
nental classics, which end with an 
abrupt FIN at a random point in the 
narrative, but we have also chortled at 
the stylish ironies of the Coen bothers 
and (last right as it happens) cudgrikd 
our brains over David Mamet's ingen- 
ious thriller The Spanish Prisoner. 

All this is now under threat because 
Bromley Council proposes to end its 
£150,000 annual grant to The Studio. 
Ironically, the council is opening a 
£6 .25m Olympic- size swimming-poo 1 * 
bang next door to The Studio on 1 Apriif 
though there is a similar facility about 
a mile away at Crystal Palace. This 
amount would keep The Studio going 
for the next 41 years. Brawn has 
triumphed aver brains yel again The 
odd thing is that The Studio flourished 
under Bromley's previous Tory- 
controlled council. Its closure has 
been proposed by our current over- 
lords, who are. ironically enough, the 
lovable Ub Dems. A final decision is 
to be made at a council meeting next 
Thursday night. In this case, a sudden 
FTN would not be welcome. 


Spirit of the age 
Paul Valle ly 


A post-modern witch’s brew 


THERE WAS a time when we realty did 
think it was all about broomsticks and 
black hats. Today of course, we are all 
supposed to know better But Phyllis 
W Curott, as well as being a witch, Is 
an anti-discrimination lawyer from 
Manhattan and therefore not used to 
taking anything for granted. She has, 
consequently, prepared a list of obvi- 
ous questions (and their answers) to 
be given to ignorant journalists before 
they interview hen 

Witchcraft Myth vs Reality, it says 
at the top. The myths indude: witch- 
es worship the devil, cast spells to harm 
people, bail eye-of-toadandwing-of-bat, 
and trick young maidens into eating 
poisoned apples. None of these, you will 
not be surprised to hear; are true. 
(Though witches do wear black from 
time to time, says Ms Curott, but onty 
because asa colour it is slimming). She 
should know. She is not justan onfinaiy 
witch but the founder and High Priest- 
ess of the Circle afAra and theMinoan 
Fellowship in New York. 

We should not scoff at the crib 
sheet The svelte High Priestess has 
just written Book of Shadows: redis- 
(xniering the cmcient wisdom erf loitch- 
croft and magic and has been on tour 
across the US to promote it; doing up 
to 30 interviews a day with TV and 
radio chat-show hosts who cannot 
find the time to read a book from one 
Hallowe’en to the next There an eight- 
point Q&A list comes in very handy. 

But those of us who are a little more 
diligent might like to skim it The 


op ening gives you the general idea: 
“Moonlight filters in through the city 
skylight The air is fragrant with the 
scent offlowere and the snMkeafburn- 
ing incense. Candles flicker and glow, 
bathing our botfies in golden Eght Hold- 
ing hands, we b^in a quiet chant ‘Isis, 
Astarte, Diana, Hecate, Demetm; Kali 

Singing the names of ancient god- 
desses, our voices blend and rise, our 
bodies sway and dance, faster and 
faster we cirde ...” 

Very Hammer House of Horror 
Biri modem witchcraft the high priest- 
ess insists, is nothing to do with the 
black arts of popular imagination. 
“Thfe is Wicca.ttkarevival of the an- 
cient religion of the Goddess. It is a re- 
ligion of nature,” she says. She 
smooths down her off-duty-lawyer de- 
signer casuals, and shifts uncomfort- 
ably among the piles of books and 
overflowing papers. W b have met in the 
cramped office of her UK publishers, 
Piaktus Books, in a tiny street just off 
Tottenham Court Road. 

There she begins talking about the 
cycles of the earth, rhythm of the sea- 
sons and a “spiritual practice” drawn 
from the metaphors of agriculture. And 
if most modern witches are, as she ad- 
mits, urban professionals toftt only 
points to what is lacking in modern life. 

“Ours is a profoundly alienated cul- 
ture in which people are unhappy be- 
cause we have stripped the sacred ftxnn 
our world,” she says. So she goes back 
to the religion oS the old times - of the 
sibyls of Alexandria and Andent 


Greece, the native peoples of the 
Americas and the folk religion of Eu- 
rope until it was suppressed by the 
Church in medieval witch-hunts which 
amounted to “the women’s holocaust”. 

This, of course, is a load of roman- 
tic tosh. The idea that modem witch- 
craft lies in unbroken tradition with 
what its adherents 2&e to describe as 

“flwrfdrali gj nns^hjrehiv^ dpTnrilish eri 

over the past decade by scholars such 
as Ronald Hutton, who have shown that 
very few traditions go bade beyond the 
18th century and many of these were 
self-conscious post-Restoration re- 
vivals after the decades of Puritanism 
that followed the English Civil Wan 
Worse than that, many of the modern 
Wiccan rituals were invented in the 
1950s by a chap called Gerald Gardner 
Most British pagans get cross when 
you say this. But Phyllis Curott, befog 
a post-modem kind of American witch, 
has the good grace to acknowledge all 
that “Yes, this is a new spirituality. 
There’s no way we could be practising 
the Etysian mysteries from 4,000 years 
back - no-one knows what happened 
m toe temples of toe andent woridpre 
cisety because the rituals were secret” 
But to hei; historical orntinuity is not 
the point Similarities and parallels are 
enough. And she is happy to find them 
wherever she can. “There’s been a 
b^snendous amtnint of scholarship, es- 
pecially in Gaelic and Sanskrit, that has 
enabled us to more accuratety recon- 
struct the practices of the past Other 
things have survived through folklore 



Today’s witches don't cast spells or worship the devil 


among families in southern Itaty or in 
West Virginia, who brought them from 
England in the 16th century. Ours is a 
magpie religion.” * 

Indeed it is. Along with Gardner’s 
occultist confections she mixes into her 
witch’s cauldron hefty dollops of fem- 
inism, Jungian psychotherapy and the 
new eco-consdousness of our times. 
Such syncretism she sees as a strength 
rather than a weakness. “It helps us 
address the imbalances of the modern 
world -breaking through to a non-sd- 
entific level of reality.” 

Witchcraft is, she insists, a very con- 
temporary religion, “it is consonant 
with quantum physics and chaos the- 


ory - toe idea that everything is bun- 
dles of vibrating interacting energy." 

It also allows you to dress up in long 
silken gowns, make references to 
Kubla Khan and Xanadu, address 
members as thee and thou and bring 
your incantations to a dose with oMe 
woride phrases like “So mote it be!” 

“It’s just a reminder of how old all 
this stuff is. I’m not afraid of being 
mocked. Only those who feel threat- 
ened resort to mockery,” she coo- 
dudes, with a clever bit of lawyer' 5 
rhetoric. It could have been much 
worse. She could have placed a hex on 
me. But then modern witches don’t tofl 
that sort of thing. 


Days Like these 


10 March 1884 

EDMOND DE GONCOURT 
observes in his journal: 

“Strange how an old man of 
letters still feels a stupid 
satisfaction at seeing his 
work printed in a newspaper 
This morning, before seven, I 
went downstairs two or three 
times in my nightshirt to see 
if the Gil Bios was in my 
letterbox and if it contained 
the first instalment Then I 
roamed around Paris, 
looking for my posters. 
Sacrificing a quarter of my 
fee for the novel I ended the 
day with a visit to Bing’s 
where I paid 2,000 francs for 
a masterpiece by Korin, a 
writing-desk in gold lacquer 
decorated on top and inside 
with chrysanthemums with 
golden blossoms and 
mother-of-pearl leaves, a 
thing in the most wonderfully 
barbaric taste.” 

11 March 1953 

NANCY NUTFORD, 
(pictured) writes m her 
diary from. Paris: 

“Three elections for the 



AcadCmie Franqaise just 
over and one more to 
come. These elections are 
seldom concluded without a 
great deal of canvassing, 
since the candidate is 
supposed to pay a visit to 
each of the immortals and 
respectfully beg for his vote. 
The visits are said to be 
terrifying and rather 
inconclusive. A few people 
promise to vote for their 
visitor; but most content 
themselves with assuring 
him that they will do then- 
very best fbr him; nobody 
refuses definitely. Marshal 
Juin got in without 
paying a single visit but M 
Fernand Gregh, one of the 
new members, must have 
paid, in afi, 640, because this 


is the 16th time in his 80 
years that he has presented 
himself” 

12 March 1944 

IRIS OUTGO, in 
German-occupied Tuscany, 
writes in her diary: 

“I hear the broadcast of the 
Pope’s benediction of the 
faithful in Piazza San Pietro 
- a crowd chiefly composed 
of the homeless and starving 
refugees who have flocked 
into the city. It was a short 
address, without any political 
flavour an admission of the 
Pope’s inability to stop or 
mitigate the horrors of war 
even within his own dty, a 
final appeal to toe rulers on 
both skies -and to the 
congregation before him. a 
repetition of toe well-known 
words of Christian 
consolation: “Come unto me, 
all ye that are weary and 
heavy-laden” Perhaps never; 
in all toe history of suffering 
humanity, have these words 
been spoken to so great an 
assembly of the homeless, 
the penniless and the 
bereft.” 

Ian Irvine 


It’s time to abolish slavery 


4 


WREN WE consider the vast- 
ness of the continent of Africa; 
when we reflect how all other 
countries have for some cent- 


uries] 

and civilisation; when we tfiink how in 
this same period all improvement In 
Africa has been defeated by her inter- 
course with Britain; when we reflect 
that it is we ourselves that have de- 
graded them to that wretched brutish- 
ness and barbarity which we now 
plead as toe justification of our guilt; 
how the slave trade has enslaved their 
minds, blackened their character; and 
sunk them so low in the scale of ani- 
mal beings that some think the apes 
are of a higher class, and fancy the 
orang-utan has given them the go-by. 

What a mortification must we feel 
at having so long neglected to think of 
our guilt, or attempt any reparation! It 
seems, indeed, as if we bad determined 
to forbear from all interference until 
the measure of our fatty and wicked- 
ness was so full and complete; until the 
impolicy which eventually belongs to 
vice was become sc plain and glaring 
that not an individual in toe country 
should refuse to join in the abolition. 

Let us then make such amends as 
we can for the mischiefs we have 
done to the unhappy continent; let us 
recollect what Europe itself was no 
longer ago than three or four c enturies. 
What if I should be able to show this 
House that inadvilised part ofEurope, 



Classic 

Podium 

From a speech by William 
Wilberforce, MP, supporting 
a bill for the abolition 
of slavery introduced 
by his friend , the Prime 
Minister, William Pitt 
(12 MAY 1789) 


m toe time of twrHeniyVII, there were 
people who actually sold their own 
children? What if I should teO them that 
England itself was that country? What 
if I should point out to them that the 
very plaoe where this inhuman traffic 
was carried on was toe city of Bristol? 

Ireland at that time used to drive a 
considerable trade in slaves with these 
neighbouring barbarians; but, a great 


plague having infested the country the 
Irish were struck: with a panic, sus- 
pected Cl am sure very pr o perly) that 
the plague was a punishment sad: from 
heaven for the sin of the slave trade, 
and therefore abolished it 

Let us put an end at once to this in- 
human traffic - let us stop this effriskm 
ofhuman blood. The true way to virtue 
is by withdrawing from temptation; let 
□s then withdraw from these wretched 
Africans those temptations to fraud, vi- 
dence, cruelty and injustice, which the 
slave trade furnishes... let us not traf- 
fic, emty that we may set kings against 
their subjects, subjects against their 
kings, sowing discord in every village, 
fear and terror in every family, setting 
mill ions of our fellow-creatures a- 
huntingeach other for slaves, creating 
fairs and markets for human flesh 
through one whole continent of the 
world, and, under the name of policy, 
concealing from ourselves all the base- 
ness and iniquity of such a traffic. 

Why may we not hope, ere long, to 
see Hanse-towns established on the 
coast of Africa as they were on the 
Baltic? It is said the Africans are idle, 
but they are not too idle, at least, to 
catch one another 700 to 1,000 tons of 
nee are annually bought of them; by 
toe same rule, why should we notbuy 
more? At Gambia 1,000 of them are 

seen (mntfoualty at work; vrtry should 
not some more thousands be set to 
work in the same manner? It is the 


slave trade that causes their idleness 
and every other mischipf. 

I have one word more to add upon 
a most material point but it is a point 
so self-evident that l shall be ex- 
tremely short. It will appear from 
everything which I have said, that it is 
not regulation, it is not mere palliatives, 
that can cure this enormous evil Wnl 
abolition is the only possible cure. 

The Jamaica report, indeed, adopts 
much of the evil, but recommence it to 
us to regulate the trade, that no pej 
sons should be kidnapped or mad? 
slaves contrary to the custom of Africa- 

But may they not be made slaves un- 
justly, and yet fay no means contrary to 
the custom of Africa? I have shown to# 

may, for all the customs of Africa are 

rendered savage and unjust tbroufP 
the influence of this trade; besides, 
can we discriminate between s|a veS 
justly and unjustly made? Or, if** 
could, does any man believe the Brit® 1 
captains can be prevailed upon t° 
refuse all such slaves as have flfltj*-®? 
fruity honestty and uprightty ensta'*®- 

But granting even that they sho*® 
do this, yet how would the reje*#: 
slaves be recompensed? They 
brought, as we are told, irw 
4,000 miles off, and exchange?!*: 

until they reach the coast » * : 

toe slave trade that is the spring A 
of all this internal traffic, and ^ 
toe rmedy cannot be applied / 

witooutaboGtion. 
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Can our island race ever 
link up with the Continent? 



IAN BURUMA 
Voltaire popularised the 
^fea that Britain was an 
enlightened island of 
liberty facing tyranny 


EUROPEAN ANGLOFHOBES and the more 
extreme British Eurosceptics agree about 
one thing. They believe England is so 
uniquely, absolutely different from the 
continent of Europe that, with or without 
a tunnel, the Channel can never be 
bridged. Napoleon was convinced that 
Albion, the perfidious nation of shop- 
keepers, would, out of sheer spite, do 
anything to stop France from uniting 
European nations in a federation of “free 
peoples”. More than a century later Gen- 
eral de Gaulle blocked England ’s entry into 
the Common Market because, in his view, 
England was not part of Europe, and if it 
tfs to join the Continent none the less, 
England would no longer be England and 
that would be a terrible shame, for 
England and for Europe. 

The sense of unease about Britain's 
membership of a pan-European enterprise 
is shQ with us, even under a relatively Euro- 
friendly Labour government Now that 
Tony Blair has announced his official en- 
thusiasm for the euro, we might look 
again at what, apart from a stretch of cold 
and increasingly dir ty w ater; it is that has 
divided Britain Cor should I simply say Eng- 
land) from the Continentals. What are 
those vices and virtues that Continental 
Anglophobes, as well as Anglophiles, saw 
as so distinctive about Eng land over the 
past 200 years or so? 

Voltaire, who lived in England for 
several years in the 1720s, set the tone for 
a particular Mod of AagtophDto, stfll echoed 
in our time in the nationalism at some Tbry 
Eurosceptics. He popularised the notion 
l|$t Britain was an enlightened island of 
liberty facing a Continent of darkness and 
tyranny. Having arrived in London less 
than 50 years after the Glorious Revolu- 
tion, from France, where an absolute 
monarchy stilled reigned, Voltaire had 
reason to feel this way. More surprising 
perhaps, though, again, quite under- 
standable in his time, was his admiration 
for British intellectual life. In Britain writ- 
ers and scientists were honoured; in 
France they were more likely to be locked 
up. But Voltaire admired Britain in par- 
ticular for its combination of civil liberties 
and commercial enterprise. Speaking as 
a kind of Thatcherite avant fa lethre, he 
believed that the two went together Trade, 
he said, made the British rich and free, and 
freedom helped to expand their trade. 

And not just the British. Voltaire also 
recognised the emancipatory effect of 
trade. Foreigners came to London to 
rake their fortunes because, to a greater 
fcSemt than was common elsewhere, they 
were able to do so. Eighteenth-century 

London was like 17th-century Amsterdam, 
or New York today, a haven for refugees, 
adventurers, artists and fortune-hunters 
from all over the world The Royal Ex- 
change, Vbitaire wrote, was a place where 
Jews, Christians and Muslims ‘‘transact 
together as though they all professed the 
same religion, and give the name of Infi- 
del to none but bankrupts”. 

There were many things Vdtaire did not 
admire about England; a popular press 
obsessed with scandal and gossip, Shake- 
speare's vulgar entertainments, a boorish 
underclass, a snooty upper class, bad 
food and worse mann ers. But his love of 
British liberties never wavered Freedom 
of trade and refigkm, an empirical approach 
to science, and constitutional limits on the 
monarchy - these made Britain into a 
model for the European Enlightenment 
(|hers despised Britain for precisely the 
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A long-standing argument England and France fight for world supremacy in James Gillray’s 1798 cartoon 


same reasons. French revolutionaries 
such as Rousseau hated monarchy in any 
form. They thought so-called British 
liberalism was a sham to keep the rich and 
well-boni in power Men of the monarchist 
right in France attacked Britain for its 
materialism and its crass and shallow 
culture, and the plebeian disorder result- 
ing from too much freedom -pretty much 
the same thing, in other words, that anti- 
Americans say about the US today. 

France has always been rich in Anglo- 
phobic literature, richei; in fact, than 
Germany. One of the most interesting 
French tracts was written in London, by 
arefogee from the foiled anti-monarchist 
revolution of 184&, Alexandre Ledru-RoQin, 
who had enjoyed the distinction of gov- 
erning FVance for two hours before he was 
forced to flee across foe Channel. His pam- 
phlet, entitled The Decline qfErtgland, put 
the anti-British case in a way that still 
strikes some familiar notes. Apart from the 
usual stuff about the vulgarity of British 
"culture, the awful weather and the ghastly 
food, Ledru-Rollin criticised foe grip on 
power by a commercial and social upper 
class oc as he put it, an “aristocracy of the 
crown, of the land, and of foe counting- 
house”. He also had scorn for the “irra- 
tionality” of British common law, so 
different from the logic of the French legal 
system. 

In France, he said, “logic is a religion". 
The French will pursue an idea to its end. 
And, most important of all, France speaks 
for Europe, if not the world, whereas 
Britain, that nation of selfish traders, 
speculators, stock-jobbers and greedy 
toffs, “has never raised its eyes above its 
masts and its cargoes”. (The Continental 
suspicion that Britain joined foe European 
Common Market onty for commercial 
reasons, is stiH in this veinj 

In 1855 Ledru-Rollin, together with 
other European exiles in London, such as 
Giuseppe Mazzini and Lgjos Kossuth, 
signed a manifesto for a free, republican 
Europe. “Ib ensure [victory], ” it read, “we 
have but to inscribe , not ontyupon our flag, 
but on our hearts, on our plans of war; in 

our every act, the grand word of European 

solidarity.” Even though it was published 
in London by an English friend of Karl 
Marx, there was no British signature on 
this document 

Given foe reputation for selfish com- 
mercialism, for rating the Stock Exchange 
more highly than fine pan-European 


ideals, it is not at all surp rising that anti- 
British (and anti-American) feeling should 
often have been mixed up with anti-Semit- 
ism. At the time of the Dreyfus trial in 1895, 
a book appeared with the arresting title, 
LAnglais est-U un JuiJ? Os the English- 
man a Jew?). Its author; one Louis Mar- 
tin, argued that Anglo-Saxons were Jews 
in disguise. The word “Anglo-Saxon", he 
maintained, was in fact derived from the 
name Isaacson. Jews had infiltrated 
Britain in ancient times and had infected 
foe country with their mercantile, blood- 
sucking ways. Jewish Britain and foe 
Freemasons, he believed, were busy plot- 
ting to dominate Europe and undermine 
the glory of France. 

Now, Martin was not an intellectual 
heavyweight, and his arguments were 
never in the mainstream of French think- 
ing. But they were an extreme version of 
a particular kind of anti-liberalism, which 
has flared up at regular intervals in Eur- 
ope, either from foe left or from foe right 
Kaiser Wilhelm IL especially after he lost 
foe Great Wai; liked to rant about “Juda- 
EnglandT. In its worship of commerce, 
Britain had lost its sense of blood, sail and 
honour The Kaiser was convinced that foe 
native counfry of his mother (Queen Vic- 
toria’s daughter Vicky) could join Europe 
only when it had been purged of its Jews, 
its Freemasons and its pro-Americans. 

Although they were never couched in 
such crude or extreme terms, foe Thatch- 
er period brought out many of these trad- 
itional antagonisms. It was, of course, Mrs 
Thatcher who signed the Single European 
Act, tying Britain more closely to Europe 
than ever before. But, as though to com- 
pensate for her policies, she promoted a 
kind of nationalism that was designed to 
irritate Anglophobes, and even 
Anglophiles. 

The common image of Thatcher’s 
Britain was a traditional Anglophobe’s 
nightmare: a country ruthlessly dedicated 
to material self-interest and doctrinaire 
free trade, with a thuggish underclass and 
a brutal popular press. To be sure, what 
seemed vulgar materialistic and selfish to 
some was seen as liberating by many 
others, in Britain as well as abroad. But 
Thatcherite propaganda, if not British 
policies themselves, exaggerated the trad- 
itional divisions between what Thatcher- 
ites would have described as British 
“liberalism” and Continental “socialism”. 
All this seems a long lime ago, now that 


we live in a Europe governed by social 
democrats. The lan guag e of the Blairites 
has been positively Europhiliac compared 
to that of the Thatcherites. But does this 
mean that the old divisions between 
Britain and the Continent have been made 
to disappear by a wave of Tbny’s magic 
wand? Britain’s initial aloofness from the 
euro would suggest not Bbr Blair has 
swiped too much from Thatcher to be 
called a simple European-styie social 
democrat Compared to his colleagues on 
foe left in France, Italy and Germany Blair 
is a Tbry. On social policy he may have the 
zeal of a stem vicac but his economics are 
classically liberal. Andyet he is unlike Tbiy 
Eurosceptics. 

Tbry Eurosceptics typically believe in 
Rrifj«b exceptionalism. Wjirh nation has its 
own unique traditions and institutions, and 
to think that Europeans could become 
more like foe British, or vice versa, is 
neither likely nor desirable. Tbry Euro- 
sceptics are nationalists who prefer to deal 
with other nationalists, even when they are 
enemies, or perhaps especially so. 
Because Britain cannot influence Europe 
very much, it is better to stay away, and 
go it alone. 

Blair; on foe other hand, thinks, not with- 
out a hint of arrogance, that he can change 
Europe, and convert it to Blairism. John 
Major; too, thought be could influence the 
Europeans, but be^ was hindered by his own 
party. Tbries are, of course, right to say that 
nations have their own traditions, but 
traditions change. Just as Britain’s liberal 
institutions have been influenced in foe 
past by Italy, France and the Nether- 
lands, Continental institutions have been 
influenced by Britain. The Vbltairean idea 
of a free Britain feeing a Continent of tyr- 
anny cannot be sustained. 

All members of the European Union can 
freely elect their governments and criti- 
cise them in their press. This has come 
about partly because of the influence of 
British and American ideas. In some re- 
spects, indeed, other Europeans are now 
governed more democratically than foe 
British. European economies are also 
more liberal than ever before. They were 
forced in this (Erection by globalisation, but 
up to a point they also followed the 
Thatcherites, whose influence was as 
s timulating as their rhetoric was disliked. 
Britain was the first coimtry to adapt to the 
"global economy”. 

But what about the European Union it- 





Michael O’Mara: “Thrilled’ 


Sunday 

Morning activities consist of 
collecting signatures to prevent a 
multiplex cinema being built near 
xny home at Crystal Palace. Andrew 

Morton's wife calls to tell me he's in 
hospital with a broken ankle. Tm 
thinking; “Oh no. A huge publicity 
extravaganza is hard enough; on 
crutches it’s much harden” 

Monday 

I am not surprised to find that 
certain serious newspapers are 
quoting the spoiler attributing it to 
Andrew Morton. This annoys people 
who phone me up and whlnge- I've 
tried to prevent Monica from seeing 
the negative publicity - she’s been 
a nervous wreck all week. 

X do lots of interviews with radio 
and press, itfs Woody non-stop. I have 


to pay some attention to publishing 
this book. 

In the evening, I watch football. 
Morton is a Leeds boy and is 
completely mad about them; I'm 
supporting them on his behalf. My 
fax machine blows up and dies; 
something has melted, and it smells 
horrible. 

Tuesday 

I have rows with more or less 
everyone today. The main problem 
over the last few weeks has been 
jealousies - everyone wants a piece 
of foe action. If every book were tike 
this, I wouldn't have lived past SO. 
Diana- Her True Story was much 
more stressful, though the tabloids 
practically accused us of killing 
Diana, It is unpleasant sometimes, 
but foe pay is good. 


My Week 

Michael O'Mara, 

PUBLISHER OF 'MONICA’S STORY’ 


Mary Evans Picture Library 

self? After all Britain’s historical bugbears 
were not so much individual nations as 
European empires, ruled from Paris or 
Berlin. Here British scepticism can be a 
positive asset Fbr foe European Union is 
not a democratic institution. And if foe 
dream of a federal Europe, first articulated 
by decent men who never wanted to see 
another European wan were to degener- 
ate into a pseudo-superstate run by 
authoritarian bureaucrats, it would be a 
disaster for all of us. 

However; to picture the future as a con- 
flict between Britain and “Europe” is a dis- 
tortion. The extreme Tory view of 
“Eurosceptic tanks” taking the beaches of 
Normandy to reclaim European freedom 
is self-flattering nonsense. A return to the 
pre-war status of competing nation states 
is no longer feasible; European institutions 
are already too much entangled for that 

What is needed is a careful calibration 
of national political institutions and 
European ones. And Britain should help 
to ensure that foe latter are open and free. 
The authority of foe European Union 
should be Kmited to measures that facili- 
tate the free movement of trade, goods and 
people within Europe. This means that a 
number of common laws and regulations 
have to be established in Brussels, and 
some national laws and regulations 
adapted at home. But it does not mean that 
we have to strive towards a centralised 
European state. 

This is not a struggle between liberal 
Britons and illiberal Continentals, for it is 
not at all dear that most Continental 
Europeans would wish for such a thing. If 
we were to speak in historical terms, we 
could, of course, identity liberal British trad- 
itions and tyrannical protectionist Conti- 
nental ones. But we could also draw an 
historical arc from foe Baltic states, down 
through Copenhagen. Hamburg and Am- 
sterdam, and thence to Lisbon and Milan, 
an arc of free-trading, liberal cities, whose 
traditional interests and preferences are 
now far more dominant in Europe than the 
blood-and-soil instincts of Continental 
despots. It is that Europe of free-trading 
Anglophiles which needs Britain most of 
all, not as an island fortress, or an offshore 
haven, but as a leading ally within the com- 
mon European fold. 

The author's ‘Voltaire's Coconuts: Or 
Anglomania in Europe' is published by 
Weiderrfeld & Nicdson, price £18.99 


foe publidty there and Monica is 
coming to Britain. I get a call from 
Marsha, her mother She’s a dear 
thing She loves the book. I am 
hying to encourage her to come over 
here. I think Monica would realty 
appreciate it 


I get a call from Piers Morgan 
from The Mirror sayings “Oh Christ, 
our exclusive is down tiffi tubes”. The 
New York Daily News has got hold 
of foe tape from the Barbara Alters 
interview and The Sun is now using 
It to claim foe first Monica interview. 
We dedde to put a picture of Monica 
holding The Mirror on the front 
cover of tomorrow’s paper to show 
where foe real deal is. Sometimes 
everything seems to be my fault; 
everyone is blaming me; ifls another 
territorial war The most important 


thing is to remain in good h umour 

When I get home I realise I have 
been so busy that I have nm out of 
wine. Usually I have about 100 
bottles, bnt now I have onty one I 
love wine and not having any is like 
forgetting you are married, which is 
hard for me as my wife is the 
managing director of Michael 
O’Mara books. 

Wednesday 

Today, we send Andrew plus 
crutches to the States. He is doing 


Barometer 

Saliy Chatterton 


Cheek of the week 

How ironic that Ms Bainbridge. 
recent winner of a W H Smith 
accolade, talks about “nasal and 
stupid" accents. How 
interesting 
the claims 
that "you 
don’t take 
people 
seriously 
who talk 
badty". I 
fear she 
applied those thoughts to 
deleterious effect where her 
daughter Rudi Davies 
(pictured) was concerned. Was 
the flame-haired actor sent to 
too many elocution lessons? 
Certainly the poor girl has a 
mouth so full of plums she can 
barely speak, giving the 
impression that she is for from 
Mensa material. 

Egghead of Che week 

Talking of Mensa, a report this 
week suggested that bald men 
may be more 
intelligent than 
those with a full S_ j 
head of hair. So y 1 -y 
take one 

chimp 
(Jambo) , 
cross it 

with the W, ' 

freshly 

coiffed 

William j 

Hague, and the Tories have the 
perfect candidate to solve the 
banana wars (see above). Watch 
those opinion polls go bananas. 

The prince and the 
showgirl 

Permanent hair loss can also be 
caused by high 
t .a testosterone 
. ” levels. Prince 
Philip, arch- 
diplomat, on a 
visit to London's 
thea Ireland 
seemed 
particularly 
interested in 
engaging a 
scantily clad 
troupe from the 
isical Chicago in 
conversation about their 
work. A past master of the 
gauche faux pas, the Duke of 
Edinburgh was on his best 
behaviour - no mention of slitty 
eyes and not a pot belly in sight 

Daughter of God 

She’s not bald and she hasn't 
got a pot belly but Barbie, as we 
learnt last week, is a busy girl. 
Not only is she an 
Olympic skatei 
also holds 
masters' degre 
and is a 
member of the 
US Military. 

Now we find 
out how she 
manages to fit .. 
all in; she's omnipotent The 
Sally Army, in an article in its 
newspaper, compares Barbie to 
Jesus. Move over David Icke. 

Image of the week 

A picture to warm the cockles of 
your heart? Or one for the 
rogues' gallery? Facing fresh 
calls for his resignation over 
leaked reports, Robin Cook 
celebrated his 25th year in 
politics with this family portrait 
including his wife, mother; sons 
and a lone girlfriend. It’s 
unfortunate - or apposite - that 
in this study, the only person 
who looks as though he wants to j 
be there is Cook himself. 






Thursday 

The switchboard is in meltdown 
dealing with publidty enquiries. I 
organise my office with a comer 
which I call the Monica grotto. 
There’s a book and poster display 
and I make sure I do my interviews 
there as it helps to sell the book! 

Get back from the BBC in time to 
watch foe Jon Snow Interview. It is 
great to see, but Jon Snow never 
quite gets Monica to relax. She 
does terribly well and answers 
questions in a forthright manner. 


Friday 

Up at six. Fve got a busy day ahead. 
I check the coverage in the 
newspapers; there's a lot of good 
stuff. A review of sorts in the 
Telegraph makes me roar with 
laughter; it says that Kenneth Starr 
isar^ufar guy just doing his job and 
Linda Tripp was acting out of duty. 
It’s amazing. I aetualty see someone 
buying the book today, talk is good 
but we need sales. I am thrilled to 
hear that Andrew has been received 
warmly by foe American media. 

I have got to work out how to get 
Monica into this country without her 
being trampled by the press. She is 
arriving over foe weekend. I have a 
long bath and go to bed earty in 
preparation for my daughter Lucy's 
10 th birthday party tomorrow. 

Interview By Daisy Price 
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The ‘high’ arts are more popular than ever. So are we really dumbing down? Or are we being persuaded to do so? Bfr H ~ 


We’re not as 
dumb as 
they like to 
think we are 

I n March 1960, the television gnomes inqy not have changed; 

company Rediffusion put j. is the banfaa; misprongnciatiot 

on The Birthday Party by ~ jf and talking down of the presenter 

the young playwright Not easy to quantify. 

Harold Pinter. It was _nJ Perhaps this isadebate in whit 

watched by limHUan view- more entrenched positions cou 

ers and was described by jlraB^BBr^^EL have been taken five years ag 


I n March i960, the television 
company Rediffusion put 
on The Birthday Party by 
the young playwright 
Harold Pinter. It was 
watched fay 11 n32Siaa view- 
ers and was described by 
the Daily Mirror as “a play to 
scorch the nerve ends". A month 
lateqano&er of bfe plays was broad- 
cast and went to number one in the 
week’s ratings, beating the popular 
variety show Sunday Night at the 
London Palladium. 

It is inconceivable that such a 
sequence of events could happen 
today One-off dramas of ary sort are 
an endangered species; from the 
world of serious theatre they are all 
but extinct The BBC won't screen 
them, let alone ITV Even if they (fid. 
Car l ew b than 11 mflflog of u» would 
watch. Somewhere across the 
decades, the arbiters of culture 
have lost frith in the public. They as- 
sume there is no longer the appetite 
to stretch our cultural horizons and 
move beyond the mainstream. Or 
have the cultural dedrion-takers lost 
frith in themselves? 

The last controller of Radio 3 left 
after enduring criticism for allegedly 
diluting the purity ofthe network and 
aping Classic FM. He had to fight on 
two fronts as his corporation mas- 
tens demanded higher ratings Newt 
at Ten is moved to make way for 
adventure movies. Germaine Greer 
analyses teen and sub-teen maga- 
zines for girls and notes that noth- 
ing in them would suggest that 
their readers had ever read a book. 
The En glish National Opera hag 
with some success, used posters of 
bare-chested, bunky backstage crew 
members to market past seasons 
and even now uses full frontal nudity 
on posters to advertise Orpheus and 
Eurydice. Tb sell a classical music 
album, record companies pose the 
violinist Vanessa-Mae coming out of 
the sea in a see-through dress, and 
the cellist Qfra Harnoy embracing 
her instrument as it rests pro- 
vocatively between her legs. 

Shakespeare, our national play- 
wright, was pretty common fere on 
the BBC »mt3 the mid-ESghties. 
Pew programmers would risk him 
now. Indeed, quite astonishingly a 
BBC Shakespeare season, promot- 
ed with huge publicity as “the most 
comprehensive Shakespeare season 
ever seen on television", had every- 
thing from animation to quizzes, but 
included just one production of a 
Shakespeare play. So much for the 
most comprehensive season ever. 

An arbitrary snapshot, certainly. 
And we could take just such an 
arbitrary snapshot of the cultural 
scene to make the opposite case. 
Racine can play to full houses in 
London’s West End; there are 



Dumb Britannia 
5. THE CONCLUSION 

queues down Piccadilly for Monet; 
Radio 3 has a weekend largely de- 
voted to Messiaen and is busy com- 
missioning new works; the Turnei; 
Booker and Whitbread prizes are 
televised and discussed at length; lit- 
erature festivals abound; London 
has more symphony orchestras 
than dog tracks; Ibsca can sell out 
the Royal Albert Hafl. 

As John Sutherland (who teaches 
English literature) said, introducing 
this series, there are more classic 
titles in print than at any period in 
British cultural histoiy He declared: 
“A culture in which Jane Austen Gn 
film, TV and print) is a best-sell ei; 
where ShakespearemLooe is pack- 
ing cinemas and where Noel's 
House Party dies for lack of viewers, 
can't be all that dumb." 

But it is also worth remembering 
that after the massive success of the 
BBC’s adaptation of Pride and Pre- 
judice its then controller; Michael 
Jackson, went on die radio the next 
morning and apologised for the feet 
that so many yearshad gone by with- 
out regular classic serials. BBC 
producers had decided in their pat- 
ronising arrogance that there was 
no public demand for them. 

So have we dumbed down? What 
does seem dear is that some of the 
more common laments are not 
borne out by fact To test out the 
dumbing down theory as regards 
radio - and regular complaints that 
both Radio 3 and Radio 4 have lost 
their way -we compared schedules 
now, 10 years ago, and 20 years ago. 
Not onty were tbeysimaai; tbcywwe 
dam near identical. 

But, even here, the issue is a 
subtle one. The titles of the pro- 



grammes have changed; it 

IS the miqtrf>r>TTTV»iatinns 

and taUriwg down of the present er s. 
Not easy to quantity 

Perhaps this is a debate in which, 
more entrenched positions could 
have been taken five years ago. 
The education system is ridding 
itself of some of its less rigorous 
procedures - empathy questions 
masquerading as a history exam, the 
lark of art and mnaif* in primary 
schools. Now every 10-yeartold will 
have a passing acquaintance with 
Cdzanne, and new AJeveZs are being 
draw n up which wifi msfe* cm the 
study at literature pre-1770 as well 
aspre-1900. 

AH well? Not quite. Mr Blunkett 

has now annmnwd that p rimar y 

schools will no longer have to follow 
programmes of stutty in history 
music and art, as mimraacy and lit- 
eracy pn^rammes must take prece- 
dence. Children are hungry for 
literature. More than 8^)00 difldreds 
books are pubfished in the UK every 

y»ar ypi ft e diilifr prfjj rniflmr WpIph 

Cresswefl says that she is contin- 
ually asked to simplify her books. 

David Blunkett laments that 
cartoons are dumbing down our 
children. Opponents say TheSunp- 
sons is the wittiest cartoon satire 
there has ever been. 

Even if we are on the verge of 
turning out budding impressionists 
from our primary schools, it seems 
that them ddere continue with a less 
rigorous education. Dr John Mad- 
tScott, a tutor at Exeter CoDege, Ox- 
fbrd,writes inthe Oxford. Magazine 
of the university's history syllabus: . 
“Tt is now possible to take finals with- 
out ever having; encountered the 
Magna Charta or the Reformation, 
the Revolution of 1688 or the Reform 
BiH of 1832... what has emerged is 
not a new syllabus but an old one 
broken into pieces.” 

Publishers no longer dwell an 
literature when they market a book. 
This year’s Whitbread biography 
prize-winner; Amanda Foreman, 
posed semi-naked in Toiler. Robin 
Baird-Smith, managing director of 
the publisher George Duckworth, 
says: “I see a growing cult of the 
personality of the author as against 


“The dumbing down debate has 
become polarised between two 
extremes. On the one hand we 
have the old farts who seem 
genuinely fearful of ordinary 
people, on the other we have this 
emerging argument for . 
relevance and accessibility, 
championed as being ‘for the 
people’... If you criticise this 
gesture of egalitarianism, you’re 
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theactualqnalityofthe book. In the 
past^ecfitors would make a judge- 
ment about its intrinsic merits as a 
piece of literature. Now they think 
about the shape of the author’s 
legs, whether she’s nubile or went 
out with Mick Jaggec” 

But any discussion of dumbing 
down must begin and end with tele- 
vision and the media. Most inddtaus 
and defiberatety deceptive is the way 
that TV has redefined its terms. 
There are many hours of drama; but 
drama now means EastEhders, The 
BUI, and anything with a doctor in 
it It does not mean plays. Within the 


seen as being anti-people. .. 
Nowadays, anyone who utters 
this phrase *dumbing down 1 is 
considered anti-democratic." 
Claim Post, director of Culture 
Wars, publisher of LM Magazine) 

“There is a political issue at 
stake here, which is that there is 
a drive towards popularisation 
which, rather than malting 


last month, some of TV’s best-' 
known writes, indudmg Pride and 
Prejudice's Andrew Davies, have 
accused the BBC of selling drama 
down the river A former head of 
BBC drama, Mark Shivas, adds: 
“The BBC just aren’t making films 
any more. Theywouid rather make 
more docu-soaps." The similarly 
ratings-obsessed Channel 4 has 
developed* curious obsesaon with 
ser; Channel 5 has alarmed the In- 
dependent Television Commission 
with its “inappropriate use of erot- 
ic materiaT. 

Television documentaries, too. 


the best available to all, panders 
to our assumed inability to 
appreciate realty good things.” 
Peter Ainsworth, Shadow 
Culture Secretary 

The speakers ore contributing to 
a conference. Culture Wfcrs; 
Dunibmg Daum, Wising Up? at 
the Rivehide Studios, London 
W8, 5-7 March 


have phangwi Jonathan Dimbfeby 
dahns: “These days, I feel as if I 
belong to an almost extinct species, 
because the television culture in 
which I operate is antipathetic to 
documentaries that don’t deal 
immedfetetywith human emotion." 

But there is a more subtle dumb- 
ing down; one that masquerades as 
promoting the arts; one that is em- 
braced, ironically enough, by gov- 
emmenfc and many in key positions 
in the arts. It is what this weekend’s 
Culture Wars conference describes 
as “the tyranny of relevance”: mak- 
ing education and culture more rel- 


evant to everyday life. Thus enters, 
the focus group to displace the cre- 
ative mind. As Barney Hoskyns 
wrote yesterday even in pop music 
so little comes from a sense of trail 
xtion; rather it is pre-packager 
according to market research. 

Relevance, ays Culture Wars’ 
conference co-director Mark Ryan, 
“is a fraud that masks a profound 
disdain at the top of society for the 
capacities of the average person to 
go beyond their limited experience 
and grappfe with what fedtfiiteuftairi .. 
challenging-. .the new principle of 
judgment is no longer whether 



and intellect, but whether it is rele- 
vant accessible and inclusive.” 

And from children's literature to 
grand opera, anecdotal evidence is. 
supported by observation and 
informed comment: evidence that 
builds up a picture of a pubtieaotyet 
dumbed down, but certainly let 
down by the suppliers of culture. 

So there is a need for vigQancft; 
there is a need to see concern ovqP 
dumbing down not as pompous or... 
reactionary but as being at the 
cutting edge. 
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I'M NOT sure if it is the effect 
ofTV action replays, bat my son 
Darcy likes to reenact scenes 
from his football games not 
just latex; in case I wasn’t there, 
but immediately, while the 
game is sti& in full flow. “Dad, 
did you see the way I flew 
through the air to tackle 
Danny?” be says, launching 
himself into the air to tackle 
Danny once again. Not only was 
I there, I was actually on the 
pitch: no mere spectator; but 
the referee, folkrwing the action 
at dose quarters instead of 
from the taudxline. 

While Darcy acts out his re- 
play, the game has continued 
around him. “You’d fed pretty 
stupid tfyour opponents scored 
whfleyou were in slow modem,” 
I tell him to little effect The 
pitdi is his stage: the compul- 
sion to milk ever; ounce from 
an incident cannot be resisted. 

Perhaps subconsciously 
Darcy is polishing the incident 
is order to fix it is his memoiy 
bank, the better to summon it 

later when he is tying in bed, or 
staring out of the window dur- 
ing a dull lesson at school I still 
find myself downloading the 
hi g hli gh ts of a game of football 


PARK LIFE 



as 1 drift off to sleep. As a con- 
sequence I possess a mental fi- 
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brary foil of snapshots from my 
sporting life at afl ages, sharp- 
en better focused and more 
highly coloured then my Im- 
pressionistic memories of peo- 
ple or places, let alone the 
blank sheets where, for in- 
stance, the entire science cur- 
riculum from my school years 
should be stored. 

Some of the sports action 
found here seems so banal that 
it is impossible to work out why 
it struck me at the time- In one 
dip filed away when I was eight 
- Dairy's age today - t run 
across the pitch to intercept a 
ball before it reaches the op- 
posing winger Could tins have 
bed the first tune 1 was able 
to “read the game", as com- 
mentator say? And if so, would 
I have recognised it then? 


Other incidents are logged 
far more obvious reasons. A few 
years lata; I caught the ball 
with a fefofooted volley that was 
bound for the goal until abeety 
boy from the year above me 
headed if off the line. He then 
had to retire from the pitch for 
10 minutes nursing a headache, 
which almost made up for my 
disappointment at not scoring. 

When ageing sports stars re- 
tire, they routinely tell the 
world: *TH always have my 
memories.’’ Bat if you’ve spent 
the best part of your life scor- 
ing breathtaking goals and 
serving aces, where do you 
start? David Gower’s personal 
reel of his top 100 cricket shots 
must be a succession of per- 
fectly timed, crisply executed 
drives and hooks, which soon 
acquires the monotony of 
ygtddng match highlights. 

I was never a contender; 
which mates the memory-edit- 
ing process much easier - 
there’s so little decent materi- 
al to choose from, so even goals 
tapped in from a couple of feet 
get remembered from one sea- 
son to the next If I turn to the 
cricket file and call forth the se- 
lection of cover drives, there is 
precisely one on offer - which 
is why it is such a golden-hued 
memory, tube brought out and 


pored over at any opportunity. 
' It’s a hot d£ty In Australia, 
circa 1985, and the bowler 
pounds in to release a quicUsh 
ball to a grad length just outside 
my off stump. For once in my 
undistinguished cricket career; 
everything goes according to 
the book: earty bacfcswbig,foot 
forward, weight transferred 
with the shot, swing through (he 
line ofthe ball which strikes the 
meat afthe bat and accelerates 
away in a beautiful curve. I set 
off for a run, but ease back al- 
most immedlatefym the certain 
knowledge that it will beat the 
fielders to the boundary. 

What perfect joy - but wfry 
is it that my memories of sport 
are so straight-forwardty en- 
joyable? Other memories, joo 
matter how happy, are tinged 
with feelings of loss, regret 
and transience: where is that 
person now, why aren't I still 
lying on that idyllic beach, 
young and carefree? When I re- 
call golden moments from my 
sporting life, by contrast, it is 
enough that for a split second 
I knew what it was like to hit the 
perfect backhand voQ^. 

So my advice to Darcy is: 
store up your sporting memo- 
ries by all means, yon may 
need them. But wait till the 
game's oven 
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Life in the bus lane 

Take th e National Express/ When your life is in a mess’, as the song says. That’s what Andrew Mueller did, and in doing 
so discovered the strange, bottom-n umbing world of the coach-travelling classes of Great Britain 


Y ou may be ap- 
proached,” booms 
the public address 
system, ‘'by some- 
one asking to bor- 
row money, with a 

promise of repay- 
ment at your destination. are 
unlikely to see your money again.” 

Tuesday morning at Victoria 
coach station, which seems an 
unlikely venue for the perpetration 
of fraud [- rightty or wrongly, it is 
axiomat ic that inter-city buses are 
the transport of choice for the elderly, 
the undergraduate, the working 
class and the generally not suffi- 
ciently wealthy to afford train tick- 
ets. Perhaps National Express, 
aware of this image probl em , are 
broadcasting bogus warnings to 
reassure we impecunious embar- 
_ kees that there's always someone 
: • worse off. 

Right now, in this cold waiting 
room, on this plastic seat between 
a sleeping student and a crisp- 
chewing pensioner who smells over- 
whelmingly of tea, I am not 
convinced. 1 am eight and a half 
hours from Penzance, which sounds 
■ like a bad idea for a country song, 
and a worse way to spend a day. 

In February, the Northern Irish 
pop group, The Divine Comedy, had 
a Tbp 10 hit with a song called 
“National Express”. It was a catchy 
if somewhat oddly mean-spirited, 
number that castigated the cus- 
tomers and staff of Britain’s coach- 
es as sinister, malformed proles. 
“Take the National Express when 
your life's in a mess,” it jauntily ad- 
vised. “It’ll make you anile.” 

Almost infamously, the second 
verse of “National Express” muses 
on the on-board hostess, who “will 
supply you with drinks, and the- 
atrical winks, for a sky-high fee”, and 
who, according to Divine Comedy 
songwriter Neil Hannon, possesses 
an “arse the size of a small country”. 

Hie song was, in short, advocat- 
ing coach travel as seif-affirming 
class tourism, a cheap holiday in 
someone else’s squalor. 

“There is an image perception, 
yeah,” admits Bryan Bannister, 
Marketing Support Manager at the 
Birmingham headquarters of 
National Express. And he does not 
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dispute the assertion that coach trav- 
el, as a means of getting from one 
place to another; is generally held to 
be only slightly more agreeable 
than being dragged behind abetting 
quarter-horse. 

“But I think,” he argues, “that 
those perceptions are outdated -we 
still get people saying they don't want 
to sit above the wheel arch, for 
example, and our buses don’t have 
wheel arches.” 

Last week. National Express 
tried to change its “outdated” image, 
giving the snappier name Flightlink 
to their routes that connect provin- 
cial centres to Heathrow and 
Gatwick, and in the West Mi dlan ds, 
National Express are giving £3Qm to 
local authorities to improve their 
roads, and the service of National 
Express with them. 

Which is a fat lot of use to me. Fm 
going to Penzance. 

National Express buses do not 
offer reserved seating. Hus means 
that you have to dimb aboard as fast 
asyou decently can to pick your spot, 
before setting about the even more 
crucial task of making the spaf iynrt 
to you look as unappealing to 
strangers as possible. Bus seats are 
small and not even separated by 
armrests, and most of us are usu- 
ally fairly fussy about who we are 
wiDing to spend eight and a half 
hours that dose to - there are cir- 
cumstances in which this is not the 
case, butNatianal Express won't let 
you drink. 

The methods most certain to 
ensure that you get two seats to 
yours elf can be difficult to organise: 
swathing yourself in bandilleros 
and solemnly muttering excerpts 
from “Hie Song Of Hiawatha”; hav- 
ing the word “Beer” tattooed across 
your forehead; and being the Rev- 
erend Ian Paisley. There are others 
which are theoretically easier, but 
necessitate a lack of self-con- 
sciousness rare in people who are 
allowed out under their own cogni- 
sance: pulling your shirt over your 
head and shrieking; bouncing up and 
down on the spot; or drooling. 

Like most seasoned travellers, I 
settle for putting my bag and coat on 
the aisle seat next to me, arranging 
my frame so I look taller than I 
actually a™, and cultivating an air 
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As far as we know, no incidence of Bus Rage has yet been recorded 


National Express 


nf unappmarhaMity A Walkman can 
also help. 

When, we leave Victoria, the bus 
isn't even a quarter foil, so there’s 
plenty of room for everyone. At this 
stage, things are less grim than I 
expected. The bus is a double- 
decker; with most of the seats up- 
stairs, and is every bit as smooth as 
a train and much more quiet To the 
eternal credit of National Express, 
they do not inflict radio orvideoupon 
their passengers, allowing yon to 
bringyour own amusement (within 
reason - 1 suspect they’d frown on 
fighting cocks). 


A s ignifican t indicator of the 
divide between rail and bus trav- 
ellers is immediately apparent: 
while rail journeys are invariably 
rendered intolerable by sweaty lit- 
tle men in ill-fitting suits wittering 
self-importantfy to someone back iii 
the office about whichever confer- 
ence on bathroom supplies or dou- 
ble glaring they’ve just attended, 
there is not a single mobile phone 
on this bus. 

More passengers join at 
Heathrow, all ra dian t with pack- 
age-holiday sunburn. As we leave, 
the hostess downstairs switches on 


her microphone and introduces her- 
self and the driven She has a Scot- 
tish accent and giggles a lot She 
promises hot drinks, soup and sand- 
wiches, and advises that we can 
encourage our seats to recline by 
manipulating a lever down one side 
of them. Theman in front of me tries 
this. Ear a brief, agonising moment, 
I think I will never walk a gain He 
recoils at my pained yelp, 
apologises, and returns his seat to 
the upright position. The coffee, 
when it comes, costs 60 pence, and 
is no better and no worse than 
might be expected. 


Out on the rainswept motorways, 
the communal, torpid silence of 
long-haul travel descends. The mind 
wanders. I wonder why the other- 
wise unremarkable old man sitting 
opposite has such long thumbnails. 
I marvel at the catastrophic taste of 
my erstwhile adversary in front of 
me. who listens to his Walkman at 
sufficient volume for me to discern 
that he is alternating the Steps 
album with the greatest hits of Men 
At Work. I allow myself to be lulled 
into a sort of semi-trance by the 
elderly couple behind, who hiss 
irritably at each other for 37 minutes 
-I time them -about some jam and 
some trousers. 

“I told you this would happen." 
she says. 

“I didn’t do it on purpose,” he 
sighs in reply. 

“This always happens,” she con- 
tinues. “I told you it would.” 

“It’ll wash out,” he says. 

There is no further incident until 
we reach Plymouth. Here, there is 
an exchange of views between the 
stewardess and a new passenger 
about some hot food they have 
brought on board, apparently in 
contravention of the rules. My 
excitement at the prospect of being 
an eyewitness to the first recorded 
instance of Bus Rage is extinguished 
when the passenger retreats outside 
with her controversial pas tie. 

It’s once we get properly into 
Cornwall that the advantages of 
bus travel over rail property mani- 
fest themselves. Though the bus is 
slower (Paddington to Penzance is 
five and a half hours on the train), 
and only cheaper if you haven't 
booked in advance (this trip is cost- 
ing me £36 return - Apex rail fares 
start at £27.50, but rise to £61.30 
depending on what day of the week 
it is), the National Express offers a 
certain depth of experience that 
you can't get on the train. 

On a train, you are a spectator the 
places you pass through a blurred 
backdrop that barely registers. On 
a bus, you see details: the war 
memorials in small towns, mourn- 
ing the generations whose loss, per- 
haps, has condemned these towns 
to stay small for ever; the bizarrely 
disproportionate number of 
Laserquest shoot-out arcades that 
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Cornwall boasts, which can only lead 
one to wonder if a nascent Cornish 
Liberation Army is up to some- 
thing; the two shops in Liskeard 
whose names recall a Britain long- 
lost to Londoners r Royal Fish & 
Chips” and “Empire Fruit"); the 
street on the outskirts of Redruth 
called South Park; the lifeboat 
turned into a vast wooden flowerpot 

on the approach to St Ives; the sat- 
isfyingy absurd signs pointing to vil- 
lages hidden down sideroads. 

One of these says: 

P1LLATON 

BLUNTS 

QUETHIOCK 

Which sounds like a 1930s Preston 

North End forward line. 

Another reads: 

HATT 

BOTUSFLEMING 

STMELLION 

Which might be an out-take from 
Rowan Atkinson's roll-call sketch. 

In Penzance, it rains and every- 
thing is closed. I get the impression 
that neither is unusuaL On the way- 
back to London the following day. wu 
are detained for some time by a traf- 
fic jam in Camborne, and there 
can’t be many who can say that 

I wonder, idty, if the hold-up is due 
to some quaint local peculiarity - a 
villager with a red flag walking in 
front of the horseless carriages, 
perhaps, or a witch-burning, but it 
turns out to be a disappointingly pro- 
saic, broken-down VauxhalL 

The bus is not the most roman- 
tic forms of transport -■ while trains, 
boats and aeroplanes have been 
lyrically celebrated in epic film and 
classic tune, the humble coach has 
had to make do with “Summer Hol- 
iday” and The Divine Comedy's 
strange and sour little song. It 
deserves better. 

Hie great 19th-century American 
writer and lexicographer. Ambrose 
Bierce, who may or may not have 
ever travelled by bus between Lon- 
don and Penzance, once described 
the road as “A strip of land along 
which one may pass from where it 
is tiresome to be to where it is futile 
to go”. He neglected to observe 
that along that road lies a surreal lit- 
tle universe of neglected detail, and 
that there is no better way to observe 
it than from the window of a bus. 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 
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Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
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the WEEKEND REVIEW 

The tntfcnettdeni <» 


Lord 

Denning 


LORD DENNING was one of the 
greatest judges of the 20th centu- 
ry. His name will always be associ- 
ated with doing justice to the 
parties before him, come what may 
He was a judge for 38 years and had 
time to leave his imprint on the law 
of the post-war period. 

Ajudge is always concerned with 
priorities. In a difficult case there are 
a number of competing principles 
which have to be weighed and one 
preferred to another Denning put jus- 
tice first and precedent came lower 
down in the scale of importance. Jus- 
tice was achieved by applying the 
principles of equity, where necessary 
and adapting the law to modem con- 
ditions. His attitude to the law was 
positive and he exercised all the 
powers of ajudge to do right 

Denning had great learning, 
which enabled him to skirt round 
awkward precedents with skill and 
ingenuity and produce a result 
which accorded with morality and 
natural justice. He believed that 
people will not be disposed to obey 
the law unless they are convinced 
that it is, on the whole, just and just- 
ly applied, lb convince, it was nec- 
essary to explain, and he was 
renowned for his clarity of expres- 
sion; simple words and short sen- 
tences. His style was lively and 
entertaining and he was a stoiyteOec 
Simplicity and clarity of language 
made the law more accessible to the 
layman. He saw the danger of treat- 
ing logic as the only basis for law. 

Rnrn at Whitchurch, Hampshire , 

in 1899, the son of Charles and 
Clara Denning, he was baptised Al- 
fred Thompson Denning, but was al- 
ways known as Tbm. There were five 
bqys in the famityand one girL TVro 
talented brothers were lost in the 
First Vforid Whr and, of the survivors, 
one became a Lieutenant-General 
in the Army and another a Vice- 
Admiral in die Navy. 

Denning was educated at An- 
dover Grammar School and Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford. His education 
was interrupted by service as a 
subaltern in the Royal Engineers in. 
the First World War He saw active 
service in France, holding a sector 
not far from Albert, and later taking 
part in the final advance when Sap- 
pers built bridges over the rivers. 

Returning bo Magut, - jiin 1919, he 
took a First in the Mathematical 
School in 1920. After a short spell 
teaching mathematics at "Vinches- 
ter College, he returned to Magdalen 
in 1921 to study for the F nal Hon- 
ours School of Jurisprudence. He ob- 
tained first class honours a 1922. He 
was awarded the EMonfcholarship 
and later the Prize Staxentship of 
the Bar at the Bar examination in 
May 1923. He was called to the Bar 
by Lincoln's Inn that June and start- 
ed practice in commercial chambers 
in the Middle Temple. He gained a 
substantial practice as a common 
law junior and took sOk in 1938. 

Denning was appointed a judge 
of the High Court in Marc* 1944 and 
was assigned to the Probate, Divorce 
and Admiralty Division. He was trans- 
ferred to the Ring’s Bench Division 
in 1945, was a Lord Justice of Appeal 
from 1948 to 1957, a Lord of Appeal 
in Ordinary from 1957 to 1962 and 
back again in the Court of Appeal as 
Master of the Rolls from 1962 to 1982. 

In June 1946 he was called on by 
the Lord Chancellor to chair the first 
of many departmental committees 
Upon which he served. Owing to war- 
time separation there was a flood of 
petitions for divorce and Denning 
and his committee made a number 
of suggestions to improve the prac- 
tice of the divorce court The com- 
mittee met at 450pm after the courts 
had risen and by February 1947 had 
made their report The committee 
worked swiftly and without fuss and 
the report met with general approval 

Soon after his transfer to the 


King’s Bench Division, De nning 
was nominated as the judge to hear 
Pension Appeals. He much enjoyed 
this as there was no appeal from his 
decisions and he could do what he 

Hinmght to right Thp mrrrity W liprj 

put upon the applicant the burden 
of proving that his injury or illness 
was due to his war service. Many or- 
dinary people could not do this and 
lost their right to a pension. Denning, 

finding j ustification in a rpppntStatii. 
tory Instrument, changed the bur- 
den of proof. He held that if a man 
was fit when he joined up and unfit 
when he came out, the burden was 
on the minister to prove that the in- 
jury or illness was not due to war ser- 
vice. The British Legron wrote to him 
that “by bis penetrating investiga- 
tion and dear exposition he had 
won their entire confidence”. This 
is a good example of Denning’s 
concern for the little man. 

i" his pnm^rt^ 

tablish what is called “the deserted 
wife’s equity*’, hi 1947 a husband who 
had deserted his wife took pro- 
ceedings to recover possession of the 
house, which the husband owned, 
but was occupied by his wife and in- 
valid son. Denning invoked the pro- 
visions of section 17 of the Married 
Women’s Property Act 1882 which 
said that in the absence of a mar- 
riage settlement* judge could divide 
the property of husband and wife 
tehty between them. This was one of 
the subjects of contention between 
Denning andthe House ofLords. The 
House of Lords could not bring itself 
to believe that the 1882 Act meant 
what it said and in 1970 Parliament 
had to pass the Matrimonial Procee- 
dings and Property Act 1970 which 
repeated what it had said in 1882. 

Denning was constantly at odds 
with the House ofLords on a num- 
ber of subjects: the construction of 
wills, statutes and contracts; trade 
unions; and above all the use of 
precedent In some cases relating to 
the abuse of power by ministers, 
D enning and the House saw eye to 
eye. On tax evasion, in the earty 
years there were diffidences, but by 
the 1970s tiie House, with a differ- 
ent composition, came round to 
Denning’s point of view, that the 
Court must lookat the reality of the 
situation and strike it down if it is a 
sham. Mazy of Denning’s judg- 
ments stirred Parliament to put 
right the wrongs pointed but by 
him. For instance, Ms judgments in 
the 1970s r elating to trade unions 
formed the basis of new legislation. 

Righ t from the beginning Den- 
ning tried to restate the law. Lord 



Professor 

Arnold Bender 




*1 prefer to straighten oat the Law here and now*: Denning as Master of the Rolls in 1980 


once described as an “Ambassador- 
at-Large for the common law”. 

Until 1977 he travelled tirelessly 
during the law vacations to all parts 
of the world lecturing and address- 
ing conferences. He was popular 
with students and the young and bad 
the unusual distinction for ajudge 
of bong tiie inspiration for a variety 
of T-shirts emblazoned with words 
such as “Equity- Demring”. Betook 
a particular interest in tiie education 
of students in Africa and in 1960 was 
chairman of a committee on legal 
e ducatio n in that country. Hie was 
revered overseas and it has been said 
that in most Commonwealth coun- 
tries he was regarded as the great- 
est legal luminary of the century 

Denning’s most important in- 
quiry related to the circumstances 
of the resignation of John Profumo, 
Secretary of State for War; in 1963. 
The object of the inquiry was to in- 
vestigate the rumours about cor- 
ruption in high places. Penning sat 
at a long polished table at the Trea- 


Story and told the tale of the re- 
markable Denning family. In 1982 he 
wrote a book, What Next in tiie Lata, 
which was to prove his downfall In 
it were some unguarded remarks on 
picking a jury in a recent case. The 
passage was interpreted as if Den- 
ning was actuated by racial prgmfice 
and two of the black jurors in the 
case sent letters to Denning and his 
publishers threatening legal pro- 
ceedings. Denning was 83 years of 
age and thinking of retiring soon 
but the threat of legal proceedings 
precipitated this retirement. The ac- 
tion was settled and the offending 
phrases deleted. 

Denning’s valediction in the Lord 
Chief Justice’s Court on 30 July 1982 
was a memorable occasion. All seats 
were taken well before the appoint- 
ed time and barristers in wig and 
gown were pushing unsuccessfully 
at the swing doors to get ia The Lord 

fThanrpHnr; T /Bid Hailshnrn, presided 

and said that it was given to few men 
to be a legend in their lifetime. He 


Denning believed 
the law unless they 
and justly applied . 


Devlin, commenting on one of Den- 
ning’s earty cases, said: “Denning, 
as a very recent puisne, preferred 
to cut a new channel from the main 
stream" Denning one* sakfc “I pre- 
ferto straighten out the law here and 
now” He was eager to use the judi- 
cial power to do tMs and thoii^at that 
the House of Lords was the place 
where this could and should be 
done. He spent five years in the 
House of Lords but failed to Ming the 
other members of the House to his 
way of thinking. 

Denning gave more lectures and 
addresses than any judge has ever 
given. It all started in 1949 when he 
was invited to deliver the first Ham- 
lyn Lecture. After this he was in con- 


that people will not be disposed to obey 
are convinced that it is, on the whole, just 
To convince, it was necessary to explain 


and other bodies. From 1954 this 
demand spread overseas. He played 
a large part in teingingtx^dher peo- 
ple of afl races and cultures and was 


sury building, flanked by two sec- 
retaries and assisted by two 
shorthand writers. The witnesses en- 
tered through the rear passages of 
the Treasury and were interviewed 
byDenningwhohadtoactasjudge, 
prosecutor and investigator The 
inquiry started work in June 1963 
and the report was issued in Sep- 
tember The Denning Report proved 
a best-seller and over 100,000 copies 
were sold in the first three days after 
publication. Queues formed up out- 
side the Stationery Office. It has been 
described as “the raciest and most 
readable BMe Book ever published”, 

jind marieDwmin^s narnp knii wn to 

a wide public. 

In 1979 Denning wrote a book, The 
Discipline of Law, which gave his 
views on many legal questions and 
was the start of a long stream of 
books. The book of the most gener- 
al interest was entitled The Family 


said that before the Second World 
War the common law had been in a 
period of quiescence but after it she 
had awoken from her slumbers and 
entered uponrenewed creativity He 
acknowledged the vast debt-owed to 
Denning for his deep learning, pow- 
erful legal intellect and pungent 
English style. They would miss his 
passion for justice, his indepen- 
dence and quality of thought, his lib- 
eral mind, his geniality and unfailing 
courtesy to colleagues, to counsel 
and to litigants in person. 

In retirement Denning said that 
he did not want to be idle. He was 
glad to be free to take part in polit- 
ical controversy which be could not 
cto as ajudge. He wanted to help with 
legislation in the House of Lords, 
particularly on social questions and 
law reform. Up to the spring of 1988 
he spoke regularly in debates in the 
House of Lords on subjects that in- 


terested him. He was never long out 
of the news and frequently spoke on 
the iwflo and appeared on television. 
He tooka great interest in affairs in 
Hampshire, particularly on rights of 

way and village schools. 

In his 92nd year some unwise re- 
marks to The Spectator caused con- 
troversy when AJNL Wilson reported 
Denning’s opinion that, if the death 
penalty had been in force when the 
Guildford Four were convicted, 
“they'd have probably hanged the 
right men.’’, and that If the Birming- 
ham Six had been hanged, “we 
shouldn't have all these campaigns to 
get them released”. He said later that 
he had been quoted out of context 

P enning had a mild and unas- 
suming manner and always re- 
tained his Hampshire burr. His 
outstanding characteristic was 
speed. He talked and moved quick- 
ly, took the point quickly and was a 
very quick worker Mary remarked 
what a tigerforworkhe was. He had 
a retentive memory and a good 
sense of humour and was courteous 
to everyone. He loved his home 
and library at “The Lawn", Whit- 
church, and was particularly fond of 
his trees. Above all he was devoted 
to his wife and famityand to the plea- 
sures of family life. He was twice 
married, first to Mary Harvqy, who 
died in 1941 leaving Mm with a son, 
Robert, aged three years at that 
time. Robert later became a Fellow 
of Denning's old Oxford college, , 
Magdalen. In 1945 Denning married 
Joan Stuart, who had two daughters 
and a son. She died in 1992. 

EDMUND HEWARD i 

Alfred Thompson Denning, judge: 
bom Whitchurch, Hampshire 23 
January 1899; called to the Bar, 
Lincoln’s hm 1923; KC 1938; Kt 
1944; Judge qf the High Court of Jus- 
tice 1944r48; PC 1948; a Lord Justice 
of Appeal 1948-57; created 19 57 
Baron Denning; a Lord of Appeal 
m Ordinary 1957-62; Master of the 
Rolls 1962-82; Chairman, Royal 
Commission on Historical Manu- 
scripts 1962-82 ; OM 1997; married 
1932 Mary Harvey (died 1941; one 
son), 1945 Joan Stuart (nde Elliott 
Taylor . ; died 1992; one stepson, two 
stepdaughters); died Winchester, 
Hampshire 5 March 1999. 


ARNOLD BENDER was a giant in the 


marfp important contributions to 
these subjects not only in the basic 
science but also by Molding bridges 
between the two disciplines, be- 
tween academia and the food in- 
dustry, bench science and its 
practical application, scientific re- 
search and public understandi n g. 

He was a of encyclopaedic 
knowledge, renowned for Ms rapid 
recall and his humorous anecdotes. 
His unassuming authority, and en- 
ergy, brought him international 
recognition. He reached the age of 
80 last summer and although having 
been offknalty retired for 15 years he 
remained as active, sprightly and 
physically unchanged as he was at 
the age of 40, until the last few months 
when cancer pulled him down. 

Bender's final post before retire- 
ment in 1983 was as Professor of Nu- 
trition and Dietetics and Head of the 
Department of Shod Science and Nu- 
trition at Queen Elizabeth College, 
London Univer si ty (which two years 
later merged with King's College 
London). He had been appointed as 
Senior Lecturer in 1965 by the then 
flfcad of Department, Professor John 
Midk in , who, having established the 
first BSc course in Nutrition in Eu- 
rope there, had been asked to set up 
another degree in Fbod Science. 
Mirikin agreed to do so ifhe could ap- 
point two senior staff; Arnold Ben- 
der and Ian Morton were recruited. 

Bender was a bom teacher; able to 
talk fluenty and autho ritatively off the 

cuff an a wide variety of topics. Facts 
ware enlivened by amusing snippets, 
some gleaned from his collection of 
student gram blunders, the ‘dune 
Gems”. Coming from a background 
of acad emic and food industry re- 
search, he was in a strong position 
to link food science with nutrition. 

He was bora in 1918, and educated 
at Liverpool Institute High School 
His first degrees were in Chemistry 
and Biochemistry from Liverpool 
University which he completed - 
both at first class level - just before 
the outbreak of the Second Wbrid 
War: During the war be was research 
chemist with British Drug Houses, 
working on vitamin A the stability 
of fats and the production of antibi- 
otics. He then moved to Sheffield for 
doctoral work as & Nuffield Re- 
search Fellow on the biological ef- 
fects of X-radiation before being 
employed as Assistant Lecturer in 
Biochemistry in the department of 
the Nobel Laureate Professor Sir 
Hans Krebs, with whom he collab- 
orated on aminn add metabolism. 
This work led him into the field of 
protein nutrition which was a main 
topic of his subsequent research. 

Over the 15 years 1949-64 Beider 
worked on protein nutrition re- 
search rathe food industry. This was 
the period when it was estimated in- 
ternationally that a significant cause 
of malnutrition world-wide was pro- 
tein deficiency partly due to a lack 
of supplies. He worked first as head 
of the Nutrition Team in Crookes 
Laboratories studying problems of 
protein nutrition and protein sources. 

This work culminated in the de- 
velopment, with Ms colleague Derek 
Miller (also lata* appointed to Queen 
Elizabeth College), of the “Net Pro- 
tean Utilisation” method of assaying 



Bender: health or hoax? Institute 
qf Fbod Science and Technology 


the nutritive value of proteins, which 
became accepted as the ^toder- ‘ 
Miller method. It was so wwety used " 
and cited in the scientific literature 
that it became flotation classic^ .Al- 
though Miller responded to this ac- 
colade bv noting that the premiss of 
a world-wide protein deficiency was 
later reftrted. the method and the » 
sociated research was important fa 
the understanding of protein ro 
qtrirements and their relationship to 
energy or total fbod requirements. 

In 1954 Bender moved to Banff, 
where he was head of the Research 
Department and continued work m 
protein nutrition, partly with United 
Nations agencies, and on the amino 
add composition of several protefos 
in tending meat extracts. VTwa 1961 
be was head of Research and De- 
velopment at Farley’s Intent Fbods, 
where he used his knowledg e trf pro ' 
tein composition in the development . 
of new products for intent feeding. 

His expertise in protein nutrition 
and food toxicology led to appoint- 
ments on many influential national 
and European committees such as 
the Agricultural Research Council 
Committee on the Protein Quality 
Evaluation (1955-66); the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social Security 
Working Party on Protein Require- 
ments <1963); the Ministey of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Fbod com- 
mittees on Dietetic Foods, Ccaapo- 
sition ofFbods, Irradiated and Novel ■- 
Fbods, and Naturally Occurring Ttodc 
Substances in Fbod: and the Euro- 
pean Committee for Co-operation fn 
Science and Technology (1980-83). 

He was also influential in the 
budding of professional institutions 
through membership of the council 
of several learned bodies including 
the British Nutrition Society, Society 
of Chemical Industry, Royal Society 
of Health, and the Institute of Fbod 
Science and Technology; of which he 
was a founding member in 1962. The 
institute was established to provide 
a professional body for graduates in 
these subjects and has been effec- 
tive in reinforcing the application of 
science to food. He later became 
President, raid Vice-President, of 
the International Union of Fbo d 
Science and Technology ilUFSD. 

Beider published many academic 
papere and books raduding the das- 
sic Fbod Processing and Nutrition 
(1978), Fbod Labelling (1991), Die - . 
tionary of Pood and Nutrition 
(1995), Meat and Meat Products in 
Developing Countries (1992) and 
Nutrition, a Reference Handbook 
(1997) amongst others. He had the 
ability, rare amongst academics, to 
popularise sound science in an emo- 
tively charged topic - through such 
books as Health or Hoax* thetruth 
about health fbod and diet (1985). 

He also collaborated on several 
books with Ms son David, who fol- 
lowed in Ms tether's footsteps as a 
nutritional biochemist at Universi- 
ty College London. (His other son, 
Brian, is alsoasdentist, with tiie Cab- 
inet Office.) la Ntdrition for Medical 
Students (1982), for example, they 
address a vexing problem that exists 
in many developed countries: while 
most of the population may consid- 
er the medical profession to be a 
reliable source of nutrition infor- 
mation, the subject occupies a small 
place in the medical curriculum. 

FbDowing Arnold Bender's wish- 
es there will be no funeral. He wfll 
continue to teach, as he did through 
most of Ms life, by donating Ms 
body to science. 

Catherine Geisslkr 

Arnold Eric Bender, mdritionist 
bom 24 July 1918 ; Research Ffeflouj, 
National Institute cf Radiotherapy, 
Sheffield 1945-47: Lecturer, Sheffield 
University 1947-49; Senior Lectur- 
er in Nutrition, Queen Elizabeth 
College, London University 1965-71, 
Professor qf Nutrition 1971-78, Pro- 
fessor af Nutrition and Dietetics, 
and Head qf Department of Food 
Science and Nutrition 1978-83 
(Emeritus); married 1941 Deborah 
Swift < two sons); died Fetcham, 
Surrey 21 February 1999. 


Professor Ronald Willetts 


f RONALD WILLETTS was a Greek 

scholar and lecturer at Birmingham 
University for nearly 40 years, spe- 
cialising in Cretan stuefies. EGs schol- 
arship was largely concerned with 
social conditions and customs. Be- 
ginning with his Aristocratic Soci- 
ety inAndentCrete (1955). he went 
on to produce several monographs 
covering other aspects of Cretan life 
inducing Everyday Life in Ancient 
Crete (1969) and The Civilization qf 
Ancient Crete (1977). 

Although he had an acute ear and 
a great grasp of grammar and lan- 
guage. Willetts did not consider 
himself to be a textual critic of the 
traditional kind, though he did con- 
tribute various textual and other 
items to the classical periodicals, 
many of which were reprinted in Se- 
Bronze head-vase from the Idaian lected Papers in 1988. He did, how- 
cave: illustration from WUletts’s ever; show his textual skills in what 
The Civilization qf Ancient Crete is probabtyhis most important work 


(Batsford, 1977) 


of scholarship, his definitive edition 


with commentary of The Law Code 
qfGortyn 0967). 

He was bom in 1915 in Hale- 
sowen, Worcestershire. His first in- 
struction In the Classics was at 
Halesowen Grammar School, from 
where he went to read Classics at 
Birmingham University graduat- 
ing with a first in 1937. He studied 
for his MA in 1938, then took a Dip- 
loma in Education in 1939* followed 
by a year as a schoolmaster From 
1940 to 1946 he was on war service, 
and it was while he was in India that 
he met and married Ms wife Jane 
Varm,wbo became a strcaig influence 
and support throughout his life. He 
returned to join the Department of 
Greek at Birmingham in 1946, 
and remained there until Ms re- 
tirement, as professor and head of 
department, in 1981. 

It is cfifficult at this distance to ap- 
preciate the artistic and intellectu- 
al ferment of the Faculty of Arts at 


Bi rmingham in the 1930s. Louis 
MacNeice, Henry Reed, TCH. Auden, 
Walter Allen and the other members 
of the “Bi rmingham Group” were 
around and very active; Sargent 
Florence’s sumptuous house was 
open to all with something to con- 
tribute to the discussions. AH of this 
Willetts absorbed; it was at this 
time that he began to write and 
develop his own distinctive poetry. 

In his Greek studies he came 
under the influence of EJL Dodds, 
who has himself written movingly 
about this time. Dodds moved to Ox- 
ford in 1936, and his chair was taken 
by George Thomson, who was to be- 
come another great influence on WD- 
letts’s scholarship and thinking. 
Their contact then was brief, but 
long enough for Thomson to recog- 
nise the young Willetts's ability And 
so, after war service, Willetts joined 
the department as a lecturer; and 
entered another unusual period. 


At this point, the ex-servicemen 
and women were coming into uni- 
versities with several years of 
wartime experiences of many kinds. 
Those who were there in the late 
Forties still testify that it was like no 
other entry of students and staff Fbr 
the Greek students especially the 
whole of the Odyssey had a new 
meaning we too, Willetts and Ms stu- 
denfcs, had “seen the cities of many 
peoples and learned ther ways”; like 
Odysseus, we knew what it was 
to lohg for the sight of the smoke 
arising from our own land. 

Willetts shared a similar world 
view with Ms departmental head, 
and was in full agreement with 
Thomson's introduction of a pre- 
liminary year of Greek, for those 
classics students who had learned 
no Greekat school; already in those 
days the number who had studied 
the language before university was 
rapidly declining. 


Willetts was not a natural ad- 
ministrator Gf there be such a 
being): indeed he could become im- 
patient of tasks which took him 
from teaching and writing Towards 
the end of his career he inevitably 
became increasingly involved in 
university government, being chair- 
man of his department for six years, 
and a governor erf the universityfrom 
1967. He was also Public Orator for 
five years to his retirement: a role 
which he took seriously; he spent 
much time and effort gathering 
facts and polishing the text of his 
speeches. By this time, he felt that 
Ms contribution to Cretan studies 
was complete, and so the chores of 
administration were perhaps not 
so distasteful. 

The poetical side of his output did 
not dedine with his increased duties, 
and he wrote steadily producing a 
series of volumes from the late 
1970s to the early 1990s. It must, in 


a way; have been a disap pointment 
to Willetts that few of Ms students' 
made a great mark in classical stud- . 
ies; but we remember with great af- 
fecticm Ms enthusiastic teaching and 
the love of the literature which he 
gave u$ and, perhaps a tittle shame- 
facedly, we have to admit that front 
time to time we relished drawing 
from him his pithy and witty com- 
ments on other members of staff . 

Tony nicholls 

Ronald Frederick Wffletfs. Greek 
scholar: bom Halesowen, Worces- 
tershire 2 April ms; Lecturer in 
Greek, Birmingham Unwersttff- 
1946-58, Senior Lecturer 1958- 
63, Reader 1963-70, Prqfrs&ot- 
1970-81 (Emeritus), Cha&rrtuxnqF 
Department 1975-81, Governor 
1967-81. Public Orator 1975-80; 
married 1945 Jane Warn (one 
daughter); died Birmingham 19 
February 1999. 
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NEWYORKjazz musicians will often dte 

the balny climate of California as a rea- 
son for not living there, regarding it 
as desfructive of any creative musical 

urge Themusical rebels are most usu- 

allyfound tn the poorer parts of New 
2? fjf Chicago. Horace Tapscott, along 
with the more eminent CharKe Mingu£ 
Enc Dolphy and Dexter Gordorvwas an 
exception, and spent all his most pro- 
■fictrve years, 38 of them, in LosAnge- 
le ? - u ^ was . a k° responsible for tpanhjno 

what black innovators there were in the 
aty and nourished the talents of Arthur 
Blythe. James Newton, David Murray 

and Azar Lawrence, aB creative players 

who became for better known than 
Tbpscott himsplf 

He was not so much a musical an- 
anfoist as one who simply chose to use 
his own system. He was a sjgnjfWn tfig- 
ure within the black community of Los 
Angeles, and the various orchestras he 
led became rallying points for the city's 

young musicians. The two best known 

of his groups were the Pan Afrikan Peo- 
ples Arkestra and the Union of God’s 
Musicians and Artists Ascension 
Foundation (Ugmaa). 

These were not names that would fit 

easily on a record label and that is per- 
haps a reason why his groups made so 
fofew recordings. The Ugmaa was also 
■ used as a second name for the Under- 
ground Musicians’ Union, a secondary 
creation of Tapscott’s. 

The race riots in Watts of 1965 were 
a seminal part of the history of the dvil 
rights movement Watts is a mainly 
black suburb of Los Angeles. Tapscott 
took the Arkestra to play during the dis- 
turbances. “Kids were (fanning in the 
streets while the Arkestra played in- 
side,” he said. "That is until the police 
found it necessary to pour in through the 
doors and at gunpoint order 30 dancers 
and musicians to stop playing.” Tapscott 
took the Arkestra out into the riots, play- 
ing on the backs of lorries. When things 
c a lm ed down Thpscott was given some 
state and federal funding, and the 
Arkestra began to play weekly, mainly 
in churches and universities. 

Tapscott was born in Houston and 
■ktaken by his mother, Mary Lou Malone, 
to Los Angeles in 1945 whm he was nine. 
Malone was a stride pianis t and tuba 
player The fomfty lived near to the local 
black musicians' union building CLos An- 
gles musicians’ unions were segre- 
gated until 19531, and as a teenager 
Tapscott met some of the most distin- 
guished instrumentalists of the area. 
“Gerald Wilson and Melba Liston” 
(internationally famous jazz players 
and composers) “acquainted me with 
the fact that I had to study to he some- 
thing other than a kid wandering the 
streets with my horn.” 

The music being played in the dubs 
on the city’s Central Avenue at that time 
was to become the stuff of legend, al-. 
though foe history of West Coast jazz 
pays scant regard to the music of the 
black musicians- The two best books on 
the subject, with .650 pages between 
them, concentrate on the lionised Gerry 
# Mulligan and Shorty Rogers, both of 
“ whom, like many of their West Coast col- 
leagues, were bom in the East Neither 
book mentions Tapscott 
Tapscott took up the trombone and 
when he was called up in 1952 joined the 


Air Force Band, where he found sever- 
al colleagues of future note like Hous- 
ton Person and Bilty James. “All I hart 
to do was write and perform with the or- 
chestra. It allowed me to develop be- 
cause 1 had a forum for my ideas, 
top-quality people carry them out and 
time, because we were often snowed ia” 
While in the air force he studied the 
piano. On his release in 1959 he joined 
Lionel Hampton’s band. “I was dissat- 
isfied with the experience because it was 
a sort of machin e-lik e pyisfenng When 
we got back to Hollywood I got off the 
bus and stayed home.” 

His piano studies were to prove in- 
valuable. He was driving to a job short- 
ly after he left Hampton in 1961 when 
he was involved in an ac cident, ge got 
to the job but had to play his trombone 
witha split lip, seva-ai missing teeth and 
with a residue of tarmac stuck into his 
gums. He had to give up the horn and 
develop his piano playing in stead 
Tapscott also expantfad his activities 
as a composer and produced several 
powerful works. But he was unab le to 
attract the attention of the local media. 
“Most of the writers that were here ex- 
pected to be wined and (fined for their 
efforts on our be half” He decided to do 
without their help and ins tead formed 
the Arkestra in 1961 to play his music. 


‘Kids were dancing 
in the streets while 
we played inside. 
That is until the 
police poured in 
and at gunpoint 
ordered 30 dancers 
and musicians to 
stop playing ' 



“The reason we took our music to the 
schools, churches and the streets was 
because we couldn’t dictate terms to the 
music centre ortherecordcnmpanifts.Ife 
performed weekly for 10 years straight 
at the Emmanuel Church of Christ, 
where Reverend Edwards would feed and 
find employment for those who gathered ” 
The Arkestra (fid record, but not until 
1978. Tapscott had led the band and writ- 
ten a very effective set of scores for an 
album by the alto saxophonist Sonny 
Criss in 1968. He then shared an album 
with two other bands in 1969, but it was 
with the 1978 album Flight 1 7 that his 
recording career took substance 
He suffered a severe cerebral 
aneurysm in 1978 and was not fortified 
by the deaths of all four of Hie patients 
in his ward who had the same affliction. 
Afterwards he could move his fingers 
and he could play but his other activi- 
ties were restricted. “I spent a lot of 
time over the next three years staring 
out of the window at my avocado tree.” 
The same year the Arkestra recorded 
The Call and performances over the 
next year tty toe Ugmaa Foundation 


Tapscott: unorthodox harmonies 


made up a double album called Live at 
theLU.C.C. 

He formed his own record company, 
Nimbus, and recorded three more al- 
bums featuring him with small combi- 
nations in 1980 and 198L He proved to 
be at his best when playing piano in his 
trio. Nimbus embarked on a series of 
seven solo piano albums recorded dur- 
ing 1982 and 1983. These were composed 
mainly of Tapscott’s own obscure com- 
positions and, although imaginative 
and consistent, the albums became 
repetitive and lacked excitement His 
piano style used attractive and un- 
orthodox harmonies. often dissonant in 
the manner of Thekmious Monk, and the 
time signatures he favoured were often • 
simfiarty unusual. In 1989 he recorded 
T7ie Doric Tree for the Hat Hut label and 
had another collection that year on 
Arabesque. EGs final recording, Thoughts 
ofDar es Salaam, was made in 1997. 

In the summer of 1991 he made a rare 
excursion to play in New York at the Vil- 
lage Vanguard with Ins childhood con- 
temporary the saxophonist Arthur 
Blythe and with the drummer Andrew 


Michael Ochs / Redfems 


Cirille, both now^ well established in then- 
own right The trip was a success and 
many of the New York teaches sent their 
students to hear him. The New York 
Times carried an enthusiastic review. 

“PUrying with Arthur Blythe was 
beautiful. The magic that began 30years 
ago continued unabated in spite of toe 
time and space that has separated us.” 
In 1993 the arrangements he had written 
for the Sonny Criss album were revived 
for the Chicago jazz festival, with Arthur 
Blythe playing Criss’s role. Tapscott 
played a brief tour in Europe during 1995. 

In his later years he said, “Tfou have 
to hurrah when you get this foe Maybe 
you should get an award for surviving 
tactics. I just thank God for all the peo- 
ple who have been around me and en- 
abled me to contribute to the changing 
image of jazz.” 

Steve voce 

Horace Tapscott, pianist, composer, 
trombonist and bandleader: bom 
Houston, Texas 6 April 1934; married 
(nine children); died Los Angeles 27 
February 1999. 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 

Births 


JUDD: On 24 February 1999, to 
Caroline (nee Etentem) and 
Thomas, a son, James Edward 
Thomas, a brother for Claire, 
Andrew and Helen. 

MATH IE: Catherine Moody and 
Alistair Mathie are delighted to 
announce the arrival ol their 


NICHOLS: Rebecca Katherine, 
bom 18 Fbbruarvim a daugh- 
ter to Peter and Rachael wee 
Warner), and a sister to Tbm. 



Changing of the Guard 

f iDAY: The Household Caval- 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards. 11am; 1st Bat- 
talion Coldstream Guards 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, at 
Buckingham Palace, 11-30 am. 
band provided by the Cold- 
stream Guards. TOMORROW: 
The Household Cavalrv Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts toe 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 10am. 


Announcements for 
Gazelle BIRTHS, MAR- 
RIAGES & DEATHS are 
charged at £6.50 a line 
*35 (VAT extra). 


BIRTHDAYS 

TODAY: Dr Madge Adam, 
astronomer 87; Lt-Gen Sir 
Norman Arthur, Lord- 
Lieutenant, Dumfries and 
Galloway Region, 68; Miss 
Jean Boht, actress, 63; Mr 
William Davis, editor and 
publisher of High Life, 66; 
Miss Sold Dee, rock singen 
52; Lord Dixon, former 
70; Mr David Gflmour, rock 
guitarist and singer, 55; Mr 
Richard Giordano, chair- 
man, BG pic, 65; Sir Alistair 
Grant, chairman, Scottish & 
Newcastle pic, 62; Professor 
David Hendry, economist 
55; Professor Sir Raymond 
Hoffenburg, former Presi- 
dent Wolfson College, 

Oxford, 76; Miss Judy Loe, 
actress, 52; Mr Lorin 
Maazel, conductor. 69; Sir 
Hal Miller, former MR 70; 
Mr Malcolm Moss ME 56; 
Mr John Noakes, actor and 
television presenter 65; Mr 
Richard Noble, world land 
speed record holder 53; Mr 
Pieter Roebuck, cricketer; 

43; Sir Ian Dixon Scott for- 
mer ambassador, 90; The 
Right Rev Lord Sheppard 
of Liverpool, former Bishop 
of Liverpool, 70; Dame Kiri 
Te Kanawa, operatic sopra- 
no, 55; Dr David Whitaker, 
Director; Imperial Cancer 
Research Rind Trading Ltd, 
68; Miss Mary Wilson, 
singer, 55; Sir Oliver Wright 
former ambassador in Wash- 
ington, 78. 

TOMORROW: Sir Robert 
Atkinson, former chairman, 
British Shipbuilders, 83; Mr 


Wiffiam Boyd, writes; 47; 

Mr William Bromley- 
Davenport, Lord-lieutenant 
of Cheshire, 64; Mr Michael 
Chance, counter-tenor; 44; 
Mr Malcolm Chisholm MP, 
Parliamentary Under-Secre- 
tary, Scottish Office, 50; Mr 
Gilbert Cooke, former chair- 
mao, C.T Bowling & Co, 76; 
Mr Michael Finnissy, com- 
poser and pianist 53; Mrs 
Deborah Forbes, Head- 
mistress, Queen Anne’s 
School, Reading, 53; Sir Ken- 
neth Green, Vice-Chancellor; 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University, 65; Sir Anthony 
Hidden, High Court judge, 

63; Mr John Horam MP, 60; 
Mr Dan Jacobson, novelist 
70; Mr Nicholas Kraemer, 
conductor, 54; Sir Anthony 
Lambert former ambas- 
sador to Portugal, 88; Sir 
John Latey, former High 
Court judge, 85; Mr Ivan 
Lendl, tennis player; 39; Sir 
Paul Nicholson, Lord- 
lieutenant of County 
Durham, 6i; Lord Oliver of 
Aylmerton, a former Lord 
Justice of Appeal in Ordi- 
nary, 78; Professor Sir 
Eduardo Paolozzi, sculptor; 
75; Mr Piers Paul Read, 
novelist and write: 58; Mr 
Viv Richards, cricketer; 47; 
Mr Mark Rowland, athlete, 
36; The Earl of Snowdon, 
photographer, 69; Sir David 
Spedding, Chief of toe 
Secret Intelligence Service, 
56; Sir Ranulph Twistleton- 
Wyjkeh am- Fiennes, explorer; 
55; Miss Zena Walker, 
actress, 65; Dame Margaret 
Weston, former Director of 
the Science Museum, 73. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: Michelangelo 
(Michelagniolo Buonarroti j, 
painter; sculptor and poet 
1475; Savinien Cyrano de 
Bergerac, novelist and play- 
wright 1619; Elizabeth Bar- 
rett Browning, poet 1806; 
Frankie Howerd (Francis 
Alex Howard), comedian, 
1922. Deaths: Francis Beau- 
mont playwright 1616; Davy 
Crockett frontiersman, killed 
at the Alamo 1836; William 
WheweR philosopher and 
writer; 1866; Louisa May 
Alcott, novelist 1888; John 
Philip Sousa, bandmaster 
and composer 1932; David 
Ivor Novello (Davies), com- 
poser and playwright 1951; 
Donald Maclean, former 
diplomat and Soviet agent 
1983; Melina Mercouri 
(Amalia-Maria Mercouri), 
Greek minister of culture 
and former actress, 1994. On 
this day: Verdi’s La TVauiata 
was first performed, Venice 
1853; British soldiers were 
granted the right to wear 
spectacles on or off duty, 

1902; the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre at 
Stratford-upon-Avon was 
destroyed by fire, 1926; 
frozen food was first put on 
sale tty toe Birdseye compa- 
ny, 1930. Today is toe Feast 
Day of Saints Balred and Bfl- 
frid, St Cadroe, St Chro de- 
gang of Metz, St Colette, 
Saints Cyneburga, Cynes- 
wide and Hbba, St Cyril of 
Constantinople, St Fridolin, 
St OHegarius or Oldegar and 
Saints Perpetna and Felicity. 


TOMORROW 
Births: Joseph Nicdphore 
Niepce, photographic inven- 
tor; 1765; Sir Edwin Henry 
Landseer; painter, 1802; Piet 
Mondriaan, painter, 1872; 
Joseph-Maurice Ravel, com- 
poser; 1875. Deaths: St 
Thomas Aquinas, Christian 
philosopher, 1274- Jean- 
Pierre Francois Blanchard, 
balloonist, 1809; Percy Wynd- 
ham Lewis, writer and artist, 
1957; Florence Margaret 
(Stevie) Smith, poet 1971. On 
this day: Jenny land, the 
“Swedish Nightingale”, made 
her debut 1838; the first tele- 
phone was patented by 
Alexander Graham Bell, 

1876; the Queen opened the 
Victoria underground line in 
London, 1969. Tomorrow is 
the Feast Day of St Ardo, St 
Drausius or Drausin, St 
Esterwine. St Paul toe Sim- 
ple and St Theophylact 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

British Museum: Joyce 
Filer; “Queens, Goddesses 
and Servant Women in 
Ancient Egypt”, 2.30pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Dr Elate Flint “Commodified 
Beauty: late-Victorian 
portraits of women”. 3pm. 

TOMORROW 
Tate Gallery: Sarah O'Brien 
Twobig, “CommenTate on Da- 
mien Hirst’s Pharmacy", 4pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Paul Webb, “Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson: a tree Poet 
Laureate”, 3pm. 



CRIMINOLOGICAL NOTES 


Frances Simon 


More to prison work 
than sewing mailbags 


WORK IS good, we are told: 
we should all work if we pos- 
sibly can. But what about 
people in prison? Should 
they work, and ifso. why and 
at what? 

Most people serving sen- 
tences in British prisons are 
required to work, and the 
last 200 years have seen a 
shifting variety of reasons. In 
the 1770s the reformer John 
Howard believed that work 
“of the hardest and most ser- 
vile kind” promoted repen- 
tance for sin. Twenty years 
later the philosopher Jeremy 
Bentham envisaged his ideal 
“panopticon” prison as a prof- 
itable factory. Several times 
in the 1 9th century a crime 
wave was followed hy official 
views that prisons were too 
soft; and, after the 1877 Pris- 
on Act brought th^m all under 
central government control, 
the work done by most pris- 
oners was Intended as main- 
ly punitive and deterrent 

Sir Edmund Du Cane, 
chairman of the Prison Com- 
mission in toe harsh closing 
decades of the Victorian era, 
wrote that the purposes of 
convict labour were deter- 
rence, reform and - fortu- 
natety accompanying the first 

hm hp sfliri - h elping tr> makp 

the prisons self-supporting. 

In the 20th century as 
the treadwheel, crank and 
oakum picking vanished and 
prison conditions became 
more humane, sewing mail- 
bags gradually gave way to 
other kinds of work, and in- 
creasing numbers of inmates 
received some vocational 
training. But every few 


decades have seen some 
kind of official inquiry into 
prisoners’ work: what should 
It comprise, how should it 
be organised? 

Nowadays prisons provide 
a great diversity of jobs. 
There are workshops for en- 
gineering, furniture making, 
desktop publishing and re- 
pairing wheelchairs, to name 
only a very few. But there are 
not enough of these. Nearly 
half the prisoners who work 
are occupied in unskilled 
tasks like cleaning just to 
keep the prison going, and 
they work for only a few 
hours a day. Others do 
routine unskilled assembly 
work of a kind that has almost 
disappeared from outside in- 
dustry. As the outside work- 
ing world has changed, the 
mismatch between prison 
jobs and labour markets 
outside has grown. 

There is plenty of evidence 
that worthwhile employment 
is one of the biggest influ- 
ences in helping discharged 
prisoners to avoid serious 
crime. Not all people leaving 
prison want a legitimate job 
but the majority do, and for 
the same reasons as the rest 
of us. They want not just a 
livelihood, but work giving 
self-respect, interest, a sense 
of achiev emen t, of making 
tilings happen. Prison in- 
mates too would like to get 
some of these satisfactions 
from their work but very 
often they do not, and their 
earnings average less than 
£8 a week. Vocational training 
courses in prisons have 
long waiting lists. 


Prison staff and prisoners 
are confused as to toe pur- 
poses of prisoners' work. In 
foot the Prison Service would 
like to proride more worth- 
while jobs for inmates with 
training which looks forward 
to their future. But prison 
managers’ efforts are ham- 
pered by the enormous pres- 
sure of having to house a 
prison population which in 
six years has shot up by 50 
per cent Work and training 
are disrupted as inmates are 
shunted around the system in 
the search for vacant spaces, 
and resources are diverted to 
preventing escapes. 

This pressure springs 
from public attitudes: from 
the expectation that great 
numbers of offenders shall be 
locked up. Of course some 
must be, but the courts could 
deal with many others in less 
expensive ways. Then prison 
staff could spend time and re- 
sources on those who re- 
mained. providing positive 
programmes inducting work 
and training which would 
prepare them better for 
eventual inclusion in law- 
abiding society. 

The Prison Service needs 
public support in its desire 
to do constructive work with 
prisoners, and ex-prisoners 
need support from the public, 
including employers, in trying 
to rebuild their lives. How 
much support are we willing 
to give? 

Frances Simon is the author 
of ‘Prisoners’ Work and Vo- 
cational Training * (Rout- 
ledge, II March, £16.99) 
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A shabby studio or a 
decent obscurity 


THIS YEAR'S most unlikely 
piece of religious news slipped 
through on toe business pages: 
Fat Robertson, the American 
televangelist who ran for pres- 
ident in 1988, has joined the 
board of Laura Ashley. Yes, 
this is toe same Pat Robertson 
who announced that the last 
hurricanes to hit Florida were 
God’s righteous judgement on 
the dty of Orlando for recog- 
niring gay partnerships. I can’t 
wait to see how he gets on in toe 
world of interior decoration. 

Last week, a further an- 
nouncement was made: that he 
would be joining the Bank of 
Scotiandasaninvestorinanew 
telephone bank operating in 
the American Midwest The 
two stories together highlight 
an astonishing fact about 
American conservative reli- 
gion: that it is actually ahead of 
secular society in its marketing 
and sales techniques. Robert- 
son was not born a poor man: 
his father was a state senator 
in Vir ginia- but his family had 
nothing like the sort of fortune 
required to make a run for 
president He started his tele- 
vision empire with one shabby 
jury-rigged studio, and he 
sold part of it 20 years later to 
Rupert Murdoch for $200m. 

It’s possible the Holy Spirit 
was just looking after his own 
here; Mr Murdoch is after all a 
papal knight But lowlier minds 
will point to Pat Robertson's 
great business innovations. The 
first of these was the telethon. 
He actually invented this now 
standard fund-raising trick, at 
a time when it was the only 
thing that could resale his stu- 
dio from bankruptcy. The sec- 
ond, which has been much 
more widely imitated, was toe 
use of mailing fists, later com- 
puterised, to nourish a base of 
regular customers even in a 
business as impersonal as 
television preaching. His main 
chat show was called the 700 
dub after the number of regu- 
lar large donors. This tech- 
nique was and remains toe 
basis of toe political power of 
the religious right in America. 

The barfs of their finandal 
alchemy is that they can turn 
putting a cheque into an enve- 
lope into a social, ahnostfriend- 
|y transaction. It is a trick which 


all modem businesses have 
tried to learn from them. There 
is nothing that Richard Bran- 
son could teach Pat Robertson 
about personality-led market- 
ing. Of course, Branson does 
not stud his television appear- 
ances with claims to be mirac- 
ulously healing members of 
his audience or to be diverting, 
by the power of prayer, hurri- 
canes from their course. 
Even so, I think it is toe feeling 
of belonging which makes the 
difference, rather than the mir- 
acles which must always hap- 
pen to third parties rather thmi 
to any particular customer 
The final innovation that 

Faith 

& 

Reason 

Andrew Brown 

A televangelist on 
the board of Laura 
Ashley. And a 
brilliant scholar in 
an ordinary parish. 
This is a tale of 
two certainties 


Robertson pioneered also came 
about by accident. He was the 
first to discover that old films 
could be reshown on cable tele- 
vision to the delight of adver- 
tisers and the profit of the 
station owner This was the 
basis of toe economics of the 
Family Channel, which he 
sold for so much to Rupert 
Murdoch. He was thus the 
inventor of the Holy Grail of 
the modem media industry: 
delivering carefully targeted 
audiences to advertisers by 
using the cheapest possible 
content whose providers are, 
ideally, dead. He is one of 
the world's most influential 
Christian leaders. 

All this may be hard to be- 
lieve because we are so used in 
Britain to the idea of Chris- 
tianity following trends rather 
than starting them. And the be- 


lief among Christians tends to 
be t ha t, if only they could lead 
toe world, instead of following 
it, all would be well 

The career of Pat Robertson 
provides one powerful counter- 
argument to this. Another is 
supplied by toe death of Canon 
William V&nstone, who died last 
week: After a career of stag- 
gering brilliance at Oxford and 
Cambridge, in which he picked 
up three first dass degrees, and 
followed them with another in 
America, he spent his working 
life in toe decent obscurity of 
the Anglican parish ministry on 
toe nasty edges of unpleasant 
places like Manchester Other, 
less talented, contemporaries 
rose to become Christian lead- 
ers. Vanstone did not want the 
jobs. “He had this conviction 
that bishops were either stupid 
or vain, and in some instances 
both,” said one Cambridge 
friend, Robert Runde. 

As a priest he was too busy 
to write. His contribution to ec- 
clesiastical economics was to 
sell the vicarage furniture to 
patch the church root Eventu- 
ally he retired to Chester and 
there wrote three little books, 
Love’s Endeavour, Love's Ex- 
pense ; The Stature qfWaitfng; 

and FbreweU m Christ. Very oc- 
casionally, he would write for 
this column, Faith & Reason. 
He was not a terribly easy man 
to deal with: perhaps he would 
have written more if I had not 
been so frightened of ringing 
him up, but the combination of 
being extremely clever and ex- 
tremely deaf made him hard 
work for someone as vague as 
I am on the telephone. No 
one I respect who knew him 
did not love him. “He had a gra- 
dous goodness and simplicity,” 
says Runde. 

It’s difficult to think of a fig- 
ure more old-fashioned than 
such a scholar-priest. It’s diffi- 
cult to think ofa greater affront 
to Birtist principles than that he 
should spend his gifts as he did. 

I doubt very much that as a 
parish priest he converted 
many people. But Fm not sure 
that a church is meant to be a 
model to business organisa- 
tions. There’s something to 
be said for making it a school 
for saints instead, and Bill 
Vianstone’s life says it 
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Poetry, for 
crying out loud 



H 


In forty years of recording and performing, English poets 


have discovered the power of reading aloud. By Michael Glover 


G ood ideas, like plants, al- 
ways have a vigorously 
cyclical life. Bade in the 
mid-Sixties a man called 
Peter Orr, head of 
recorded sound at the 
British Council (a post 
that passed away peacefully with his re- 
tirement in 1978), produced, in collabor- 
ation with the Argo Recording Company, 
a series of long-playing records of poets 
reading their own work under the gener- 
ic title of The Poet Speaks. About 100 poets 
were recorded, some at their homes to the 
accompaniment of desultory birdsong, 

n fhpr s minding pH an d Qs in rarer * frvr- 

mal studio surroundings. Poems were 
read and, between the poems, poetry mat- 
ters discussed: how the poems came into 
being; what it meant to be a poet bow much 
or how little, etc, etc. 

These poets, by and large, were the 
Lam beg Drums of their time: Philip 
Tj>Hrin, Louis MacNeice, Stevie Smith. 
Hugh MacDiarmid, John Betjeman, 
Robert Graves, WH Auden. Z own half of 
these records, which represents a cull of 
42 such names, Ebrty of them are men. 

Now, 30 years on, the British Council, 
in conjunction with the small-press pub- 
lisher Bloodaxe Books, has just launched 
a new, updated version of the same idea, 
this time on cassette, undo* the title of The 
Poetry Quartets- Twelve poets read on the 
first three cassettes. Half of them are 
women. Even in the Sixties everyone 
was aware that women had lives. Now we 
can rejoice in the knowledge that they 
have voices, too. 

The voicing of poetry was just coming 
into fashion at the beginning of the Six- 
ties. Now it is commonplace - every 
night of the week there is a poetry read- 
ing in some under- or over-heated arts 
venue or other Poets sell their books at 
readings, often more rapidly than from 
bookshops. They shamelessly test out new 
poems on their audiences, probing then- 
strengths and weaknesses, listening out 


for heartfelt gasps of approval or groans 
of out-and-out revulsion. Readers, for 
their part, use public readings as tasting 
sessions, determining whether a partic- 
ular poet whets the appetite or not Did 
that generally portentous air of gloom and 
despondency feU in the end, to appeal? 

And poems talas on a much fuller human 
character when read aloud; they are con- 
textualised, humanised, demystified. A 
tone Is established, brin gin g to earth 
something that may once have seemed, 
thanks to too much wilful grammatical sub- 
ver st veness, to be edging towards pure ab- 
straction. In the words of John Milton, 
“printed poems are the fiat score of the 


The poet has lived inside 
his poem in ways that 
no one else could have 


spoken word”. That flat score bursts into 
life with the maker’s voice behind it df the 
maker has a good voice, that is.) 

But in those bad old, pre-Sixties days of 

intonsp, gflpnt rwarfin g m thalhflnlr hprhiwn 

behind the gasworks, poems, by arid large- 

spoke to the inner ear (Where else could 
they be heard?) And sometimes it seemed 
almost unimaginable who mi ght have 
been their authors. Perhaps - such was 
their subtlety, their awe-inspiring in- 
scrutability-language had written them 
with no human assistance whatsoever 

Peter On; now living in vigorous re- 
tirement in Cleveland, reminisced about 
those times to me this week. U I remember 
one reading at the Pen Club at the begin- 
ning of the Sixties,” he told me. “All the 
poets were sitting around in a kind of semi- 
circle, not quite sure what to do. One of 
them was Stevie Smith...” 

Much has changed between then and 
now, not least in the style of reading. Oit 
finds poets of the present guilty of con- 


formity of style and understatement 
Their voices, he says, sound somewhat 
similar to each other Perhaps TV is to 
blame for this standardisation of pro- 
nunciation, hastening along the slow; poi- 
sonous spread of Estuaiy English. ■ 

There is no equivalent, these days, of the 
Baroque extravagance of the reefing style 
of a John Heath Stubbs, for example 
Rhetorical splendour has all but died 
away - in both the writing and the read- 
ing. The resounding phrases of the past 
have vanished. Where, he asks, are those 
great statements thatpoets used to make, 
often in the magnifi^nt. opening lmws of 
their poems? He then quotes John D crane 
at me, followed by Hugh MacDiarmid, 
whom he recorded at Biggar in Lanark- 
shire in July 1966: “Are the living so much 
use/ That we need to mourn the dead?” 

Is this true? In part. But we need to ask 
ourselves why it may be true, and the ans- 
wer is tangled up with questions about the 
wayin which poets see themselves. Some 
of the poets erf the jxesent, as represented 
on these new cassettes - Simon Armitage, 
Carol Arm Dufly G{yn Maxwell, SelimaEGII 
- do indeed seem to bebrag to a more mod- 
est crowd than their Sixties counterparts. 
Thqy speak more casually more conver- 
sationally, even a little more lazfly, if you 
like. They dorft tend to raise up poems as 
if they were objects of splendour that had 
been crafted with the express intention of 
dazzling, if not overawing, those who are 
fortunate enough to be invited into their 
company. The poets of our time seem to 
be within our reach, educated up to our 
own modest standards and no further; liv- 
ing and brea thing rather in the way that. 
we live and breathe. All part of the heav- 
ing demotic crowd, doing nothing more 
lofty than explaining their own lives. The 
one great exception to this generalisation, 
paradoxically enough, is that Leeds lad 
Tbny Harrison, who wages his war upon 
received pronunciation with thundering 
rhetorical force on the third of these cas- 
settes, thickening and thickening his gk)t- 






Speaking for themselves; clockwise from top left, WH Auden, Philip Larkin, James Ftenton and Stevie Smith 


tals until the looms of owned language are 
smashed apart 

But what is it exactly that a poet should 
be able to bring to his own poem when he 
voices it? According to TS Eliot, intro- 
ducing his own reading of TheFowrQuar- 
tets, what a poet can - and should - do is 
to deliver to the listener the way the poem 
sounded when he'd finished it Hie poet has 
lived inside his poem in ways that no one 
else could; words have been fended off, 
others chosen; suggestions of yet other 
words lie behind the wordsfinaDy opted fixe; 
like shadows eerily mismatching their 
objects. In reading, echoes of these words 


are often heard. Such subtleties come over 
tirnp and again in a good reading. 

But the voicing of poems is not always 
a good thing, especially if the poet is not 
a good reader; let alone a good interpreter 
of his or her own work. Some poets reduce 
tiie imaginative scope of the poems they 
read by the physical limitations of their own 
voices. Though poms are always written 
by someone, their reach, if the poem is 
good, is much greater than the circum- 
stances and the fife of their creator: 

A good poet who reads a good poem 
badly limits it to the physical capabilities 
of one imperfect life on one particular 


evening - just as a bad Aim adaptation, 
seen before a good book is read, can nun 
that book for ever 

So the voicing of poems is always 
fraught with perils and dangers. 

The first three 'Poetry Quartets' are pub- 
lished by the British Council and Blood- 
axe Books ; each double-cassette costs 
£11.75. The poets reading are: Simon 
Armitage, Jackie Kay. Kathleen Jamie and 
dynManoell: Fleur Adcock, SdsmaHUL, 
Carol Rumens and Carol Ann Duffy; a nd 
James Fenton, Tony Harrison, Ken Smith 
and Peter Reading 
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THE PLAY 


EXCELLENT 
OVERVIEW 


Jonwiian Demme's 
adaptation of lonl 
Morrison's novel sees 
°P**ah Winfrey’s Sethe 
haunted by the ghost of 
her m urdered child 
(Than&ie Newton). 


John Crowley directs 
t . the brooding and 
-handsome Rufus Sewell 
I m Shakespeare's 
! bloody tragedy: 

| Sally Dexter plays his 
conniving wife. 


THE DANCE THE RETURN OF DON JUAN 


39 year-old dancer Irek 
Mukhamedov stars In 
Kira Brandstrup's austere 
staging of The Return Of 
Don Juan, partly based 
on a Danish radio play by 
Oluf Bang. 


GOOD 



OK 


CRITICAL VIEW 


POOR 


DEADLY 


OUR VIEW 


ON VIEW 


“It sn’t exactly boring, but it lacks any of 
the qualities that could sustain its inordinate 
length: narrative drive, passionate • 
engagement, thematic complexity” 
observed Anthony Quinn. 'Beloved deserves ' 
its bravery medal, but at three hours, it's a 
grim stretch," remarked The Guardian, while 
the Daily Mail noted: ‘Despite tejstrengths 


and admirable intentions, it is a tract rather 
than an attraction." "Almost unendurable 
tedium." spluttered the Evening Standard, 
while The Daily Telegraph deemed it “a 
sumptuous, fascinating failure”. “Demme 
weaves ghosts* memory and the pain of the 
present into a beguiling tapestry," revealed 
The Big Issue. 


Director Jonathan Demme 
glosses the deep-rooted terror 
of Morrison's story with taste. 
A heartfelt but ultimately dull 
picture which could 
have done with being 
about an hour 
shorter. 


Beloved is out on 
nationwide release, 
certificate 1 5. 

171 minutes 


A 


“If the ghost fails to materialise m the 
supper parry scene, then so does any real 
sense of the horror and the harrowing 
sadness oF this tragedy," reasoned Paul 
Taylor, continuing: “Sewell looks to be 
badly out of his depth.” “If blood Is 
Macbeth's crucial, animating fluid, then this 
production suffers from severe anaemia,” 


reproached the Evening Standard. “You will 
find nothing very rich or exotic in this 
brutalise production,” wrote The Times, 
while the Financial Times warned: “Sewell 
fans will be disappointed by Shakespeare. 
Shakespeare fans will be disappointed by 
Sewell." “Sewell and Dexter are an ideal 
deadly couple." countered the Daily Mail. 


Sewell fails to invite sympathy 
or convey tragedy in Crowley's 
spartan production. His visible 
discomfort has placed him on 
the illustrious list 
of actors to have 
been defeated 
Macbeth. 


ive 0 

by 


Macbeth is at the 
Queen's Theatre, W1 
until 5 June. For 
booking and enquiries 
call 01 71-494 5040. 


, c ~ 


“There can be few men able to roll their 
eyes more fetchingly chan Irek 
Mukhamedov, or stroll more sinuously 
across the boards. Whether the show does 
justice to its scar is another matter," 
observed John Perdval. “Intelligent, yes. 
well-executed, visually stylish - but hardly 
the point in Don Juan.” remarked the Daily 


Telegraph, crying: “Where's the sex?" 
“Brandstrup’s choreographic text has many 
virtues, and Mukhamedov is here at full 
and superlative stretch,” pronounced the 
Financial Times, while The Times stated, 
“This show proves Mukhamedov's stage 
power remains undiminished, that he is 
charismatic and forceful as ever." 


A sublime performance from 
Mukhamedov makes Don Juan 
worth seeing, though the 
production was hindered by a 
confused narrative 
and the lumbering 
rhythms of Kim 
Helweg's score. 


d 


Wednesday's was the 
last show at Sadler's 
Wells, though a 
national tour includes 
the Wimbledon 
Theatre. 13-15 April, 
0181-540 0362 



“A truly horrible and half-baked affair, full of 
bogus portents of a ‘new woricT" 
bemoaned Andy Gill. “Ludicrous lyrics and 
ramshackle philosophising detract from 
Kula Shaker's undoubted musical flair,” 
grumbled the Daily Mail. “Mills. has a 
tendency to chuck out Fourth-Form theories 
on life as if he was imparting pearls of 


wisdom," mumbled the Daily Mirror. 
“Someone involved with this fiasco must 
know chat this is The Worst AJbum Ever 
Made." barked Time Out. “Reheated prog 
rock condescension and large helpings of 
superficial ethnicity." fulminated Uncut. 
spirited attempt to embrace the ridiculous, 
conceded the NME. 


Another Bluffer's Guide To 
Hinduism From Crispian Mills 
and his patchouli-oiled friends. 
Trite philosophical observations 
and overblown 
prog rock Fashion 
this truly ludicrous 
album. 




Peasants. Pigs and 
Astronauts 
(Columbia) will be 
available in record 
shops From Monday 




exit poll 

LIFT OFF 

A PLAT ABOUT RACIAL HARMONY 
AND PEER PRESSURE 

ROYAL COURT. UPSTAIRS 
AT THE AMBASSADORS 
LONDON 

MARGARET 
BRAND 

52. teacher. 

London 

The way the kids 
play around la 
exactly how they 
are at a real school. 

It was Interesting to watch a play 
and be looking up to the stage. 
Although It la much more 
professional, It Is like the kind or 
drama we do at my school. 

DAMIEN 
SAUNDERS 

16 , student 
London 

It's really brilliant. It 
made me laugh and 
I liked the scene 
changes, how It moved between 
the present and the past It was a 
really good story line. The actors' 
concentration wu amazing, 
especially as they had to walk past 
the audience all the time. 

CHRISTOPHER 
BAXTER 
41. doctor, London 
It was very 
powerful, sad, and 
frightening. But 
what really stood 
out Is Just how modern it Is. It's 
very real, you can recognise 
people from estates, or kids at 
school from the characters in this 
play. Thoroughly enjoyable, and 
vary funny as well. 

GUY CHAPMAN 

37. PR, London 
It'a a fabulous play. I 
loved the direction, 
with the stage In the 
middle of the 
audience, the 
scaffolding and television put up 
high In the comer of the room and 
the simple, concrete stage, it's one 
of the best plays I have seen in a 
long time. 
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Physical force in a bedsit 


PADDY IRISHMAN, Paddy English- 
man, and Paddy...? is a bit of a 
mouthful as a name, but then the ideal 
subtitle for Declan Croghatfs new play 
would also be a touch unwieldy: fn the 
Shadow of ‘The Shadow of a Gun- 
man’. Located in a squalid EJburn 
bed-sit occupied by a Likely Lads duo 
of young, expat Irish labourers, this 
appealing tragi-comedy pointedly 
borrows the template Sean O’Casey 
employed in his play set in a Dublin 
tenement in 1920. The twist Croghan 
gives to the same basic elements - a 
youth farcically trading on a false 
reputation for plucky IRA loyalty, 
scruffy domestkaty disrupted by a - 
suitcase full of explosives dumped by 
a genuine terrorist, and a problem- 
atically idealistic young woman will- 
ing to take charge of this -is designed 
to point up the differences and conti- 
nuities between the Irish political 
landscape back then and the way it ap- 
pears now in the light of the referen- 
dum and the Good Friday agreement 
The two major adjustments would 
seem to be in the depiction of the ter- 
rorist and of the young woman. The 
irony, with the former is that the 
bloody shoot-out in a local pub which 
gives this unreconstructed die-hard 


Theatre 

PADDY IRISHMAN, PADDY 
ENGLISHMAN, AND PADDY...? 

TRICYCLE THEATRE 
LONDON 

a mortal wound is not with the con- 
ventional enemy but (if I understand 
it correctly) with his own top brass 
who, given the current dimate, are out 
to eliminate him. As for the woman, 
Una (the excellent Annie flair), she - 
is no longer O’Casey’s misogynist pic- 
ture of dangerous female fan-worship 
-edging into tragedy but a woman who 
has been used and emotionally dam- 
aged by the cause-ordered, from the 
age of 15, to flirt with British soldiers 
and lure them to their deaths. 

- It is one thing for the Irish likefy 
lads (played with a lovely fleet comic 
timing by Michael Colgan and Tom 
Flaherty) to plan a getaway from the 
stagnant, inwartHfooking world of the 
expat Irish pub. But is it possible for 
someone with Una’s CV to sever her 
agonising ties with the past? 

If O’Casey’s play elides anti-heroic 
comedy and tragic feeling, Crogharfs 
piece less successfully lurches 



A far cry from O’Casey: Annie Fhn; and Tom Fhrrefly Robbie Jack 


between broad sitcom and moments re-employed for serving the emetic 
of heightened emotion that feel rather breakfast fry-up) and the panic of our 
engineered. In Anthony Clark’s skilled two reluctant explosives-harbourers 
and entertain mg production, there are is paced to perfection. The play, 
some nice sequences demonstrating though, adds up to less than the sum 
the ghastliness of bed-sit life (cloths of its awkwardly fitted parts, 
used for washing armpits instantly - Paul Taylor 


Heavenly Mahler 


RARE INDEED are those occas- 
ions when a concert enshrines a 
performance that is so special 
that you savour the privilege of 
witnessing it Such was the effect 
on Tuesday night when the 
American mezzo-soprano Mich- 
elle DeYoung, the Phflharmonia 
and Pierre Boulez held the aud- 
ience on the edge of a shared 
hreato for the last of Mahler's five 
Ruckert lieder. 

“I live alone in my heaven, in 
nylovinft in my song", writes the 
poet, and when DeYoung had 
sung her final lied, Boulez andhis 
players (the strings in particular) 
responded with a degree of rapt 
tenderness that was unique in iny 
experience. In a truly great per- 
formance, every phrase, every 
textural component fitted its con- 
text without any slack. Tempos 
were perfectly judged, yet each 
orchestral soloist enjoyed what 
seemed like infinite breathing 
space. It was an inspiring ex- 
ample of interpretative ri^itness. 

The concert was the latest in- 
stalment in the Philhan n onia 's 
ongoing series “Mahler & Vienna 
- Beginnings & Endings” and 


Classical 

PHILHARMONI A/BOULEZ 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
LONDON 


Mahler’s song-cycle was its un- 
doubted hi g hli g ht DeYoung's 
contribution to toe first half was 
for Schoenberg’s “Song of the 
Wood Dove”, a sombre elegy 
taken from toe epic Gurrdieder 
and pared down from a large or- 
chestra to just 17 players. No rate 
could have faulted Boulez, toe 
' Ensemblelntercontemporam or 
DeYoung's effulgent singing. Yet 
when taken out of context, 
Schoenberg’s dank, post-ttegner- 
ian essay seems excessively in- 
debted to a musical language that 
even by 1911 (toe year Gurre- 
lieder was completed) was al- 
ready suffering its death throes. 

The concert opened with 
Boulez and the Ensemble in 
Schoenberg’s restless First 
Chamber Symphony, a work 
where toe pull between post- 
Roman ticism and Modernist 
innovation makes for some fas- 


cinating tensions. Themes crowd 
past in heady profusion and toe 
sum effect is anxious, over- 
wrought and compulsively busy. 

Placed next to it, Anton 
Webern’s four-minute Five Or- 
chestral Pieces becomes a select 
community of exquisite tropical 
birds. Webern's orchestration 
incorporates sundry colourful 
instruments, all used with the 
greatest economy. The pulsing 
third piece is gentle yet starry- 
bright, suggesting vistas way be- 
yond its miniaturist length. 

The concert ended with what 
is perhaps the cornerstone of 12- 
tone music, Schoenberg's mas- 
terful Variations for Orchestra, 
Op 31. Some of the audience 
walked out after 10 minutes, 
others stayed to cheer the Phil- 
harmonia’s performance. The 
Variations end with a bang, but 
on leaving toe hail, all I heard 
were rave reactions to Mahler, 
DeYoung, Boulez and ROckert’s 
solitary loving Innovative com- 
positional systems are all well 
and good, but taking music to 
heart is quite another matter. 

ROB COWAN 


Khartoum to Paris by giraffe 



MONDAY EVENING’S Lamacq Live 
tRadio l) featured The Stereophon- 
ies playing some convincing rock di- 
rect from the BBC Hippodrome 
Theatre at Golders Green. Steve 
Larnacq has the wisdom on these oc- 
casions to leave his guest acts alone 
with an appreciative audience and 
allow them to get on with the show 
uninterrupted The result is invariably 
a session heard as the mu si c ians want 
it to be heard, and The Stereophon- 
ies made good use of their allotted 
time. A powerful performance in- 
cluded toe new single “Just Looking 71 
and toe much-overlooked “Local Boy 
in the Photograph". Lead singer 
Kelly Jones has a fine voice remi- 
niscent of Jake Bums from Stiff Lit- 
tle Fingers, a band still going strong 
20 vears after they first emerged With 
any luck, The Stereophonies will stm 


be flying toe flag into the next century. 

Back in 1827 it was exotic beasts 
that drew the crowds. This week’s se- 
rial Zarqfa (Radio 4, weekdays) told 
the story of a young giraffe given as 
a present from the Viceroy of Egypt 
to toe King of France. This Viceroy, 
Mehemet Ali, was a despotic type 
who’d already enslaved half of Africa 
before trying to get pally with toe 
French. His cruelty to the Nubian 
slaves was notorious, whereas no ex- 
pense would be spared to ensure the 
giraffe's good health. Michael Allin’s 
fascinating account of Zarafa’s cap- 
ture in Sudan and subsequent jour- 
ney to Paris was sympathetically 
read by Andrew Sadis. 

Orphaned by Arab banters while 
she was onfy six feet tail Zarafa was 
taken to Khartoum, strapped on to a 
camel and sailed to Alexandria on the 


THE WEEK 

in Radio 



Magnus Mills 


deck of a felucca; she was then 
shipped to France in an Italian brig- 
antine with her head sticking out of 
toe hold. A giant stable built by the 
prefect of Marseilles caused alarm as 
toe inhabitants began to wonder 


what sort of dangerous creature was 
to be brought among them. Yfet when- 
ever people laid eyes on the giraffe 
they found her beguiling and gentle. 
Thrafia was rnnpp fo rtunate than an Tn- 
dian rhinoceros that arrived in Lis- 
bon 300 years eariien Fbrced to take 
part in mortal combat with an ele- 
phant (which fled and broke through 
the gates) the rhino was then dis- 
patched as a gift to toe Pope, only to 
be shipwrecked in the Gulf of Genoa. 
Sometimes you just cant win. 

Humans, of course, choose their 
own dangerous occupations. In 
Bridging the Gap (Radio 4, Sunday! 
this paper's travel editor; Simon 
Calden took it upon himself to cross 
the Darien Gap, an 80-mile stretch of 
swamp and rainforest on toe frontier 
between Colombia and Panama. The 
great Captain WE Johns (creator of 


Biggies) couldn’t have thought up a 
grimmer list of perils faring the ad- 
venturer; including snakes, jaguars, 
mosquitoes, bandits and guerrillas. 
None of these seemed to bother 
Calder in toe slightest, and he turned 
down the suggestion that he should 
carry a shotgun. Persuaded by an 
army trainer in jungle survival to take 
at least a machete, he then called at 
the British embassy in Bogota for 
some last -minut e advice. “Nobody ex- 
cept crazy people from toe BBC 
would ever think of going there, ” re- 
marked the Ambassador in sedate 
tones, before breaking into a peal of 
reassuring laughter At toe end of the 
first episode we left Calder entering 
the gloom 4ft* Pftprtrrtanian night, hav- 
ing just been deserted by his guide. 
Does nothing frighten this man? 
Well nothing in the jungle anyway. 


In the Books Pages 

Harold Bloom stands up 
for Shakespeare against 
Britain’s dumb dons 
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MR EDWARD Smith from 

Birmingham had a letter m The 
Independent yesterday, noting 
with some surprise that the 
salary being advertised for the 
new Arts Council director of 
music to replace the departing 
Kathryn McDowell is £50,000, 
while for the new director of 
communications to replace the 

departing Phil Murphy it is 

£70,000. Could Edward Smith, I 
wonder, be Ed Smith, managing- 
director of the City of 
Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra? In any case, I think I 
can supply the answer. The 
director of communications^ 
worth £20,000 more because he or 
she has to draft the chairman 
Geriy Robinson’s speeches about 


music, such as the chairman’s 
annual lecture, which last year 
stated that British orchestras 
should learn from their American 
counterparts about how to take 
music out into toe community. 
The director of communications 
has to do all of this while also 
having to ignore the advice and 
factual input from the lower-paid 
director of music. And when it 
emerges that Mr Robinson had 
got it plumb wrong and that toe 
US orchestra he cited had hired 
experts from British orchestras 
to advise them, toe director of 
communications has to field all 
toe flak and avoid apologising to 
the director of music. All that 
stress surely is worth the extra 
£ 20 , 000 . 


Arts Diary 

David lister 

GWYNETH PALTROW has made 
Shakespeare hip again, 
apparently. Now it is toe turn of 
Ralph Fiennes to do the same for 
Pushkin. Rennes has just been 
directed by his sister Martha in 
Onegin, based on Pushkin’s 
Eugene Onegin. The film is 
released in the UK this summer 
but brother and sister are 
insisting that toe premfcre be 
held in St Petersburg to 
coincide with this 
year’s celebration 
of Pushkin’s 
bicentenary 
Fiennes tells 
me: “It is almost 
impossible for us 
to understand 
what Pushkin ^ 


m eans to the Russian people. He 
is regarded as toe father of 
Russian literature. St Petersburg 
is very much Onegin’s city, and 
Pushkin spent his last years there 
before his death in a duel We shot 
part of toe film in the dfy and 
Martha and I are determined to 
premiere the film there.” 



WHAT DO a publisher and 
an arts minister talk 
about when they 
meet? Government 
policy on literature? The 
demise of the net book 
agreement? No. This was 
the conversation when Robin 
Baird-Smith, managing director 
of George Duckworth, went up 


to the arts minister Alan Howarth 
at the WH Smith Literary Award 
on Tuesday. “Hello. Vm Beryl 
Bainbridge’s publisher: Your father 
used to beat me at Winchester” 


POP QUIZ compilers should check 
out the lower regions of this 
week’s singles chart At number 
36 is a song called “Precious 
Time” by Van Morrison deft). 

This, amazingly, is the first top 40 
hit he has registered in solo 
career. Van the middle-aged man 
is 53. Much has been made of 
Debbie Harry getting back into 
the charts in their fifties. Surely 
there’s a thesis somewhere on toe 
boost for a chap in Ms middle 
years doing it for the first time. 


RICHARD DEACON 

NEW WORLD ORDER 

Until 16 May 1999 

Supported by The Henry Moore Foundation 


Admission ^£3, £2 concessions 
Telephone: 0151 709 3223 
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Tate Gallery Liverpool 
Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4BB 
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The Books Interview 


Bard against the beards 

Harold Bloom, scourge of US campus fashion, marks the Brits down too. Boyd Tonkin talks to him 


T he Ya ie Heralds freshman 
website calls Professor 
Harold Bloom “one hell of a 
tough grader". Don’t we just 
know it With breakfast bare- 
ly over in his Knightsbridge 


- m m m he Ytile Heralds freshman 
I I Iwebsite calls Professor 
H Harold Bloom “one hell of a 
■ tough grader". Don’t we just 
9 know it With breakfast bare- 
ly over in his Knightsbridge 
hotel, and bis university an ocean’s width 
away Bloom mates its plain that our own 
alleged high-flyers have already flunked his 
test The day before, he had gone to Oxford 
to present a slice erf his encomium to his 
beloved Sir John Falstaff rThe mortal god 
of my imaginings") - one of the virtuoso 
character studies that fill out the 770-page 
bulk of Bloom's new bestseller: Shake- 
speare: the Invention of the Human 
(Fourth Estate, €25). The bovine Oxonians 
had lost his thread. “I watched the faces 
of my audience as I delivered this and I saw 
blank incomprehension. I had a vision of 
an airplane flying over cows in a meadow." 

If today’s students disappoint the ever- 
aefive critical volcano who calls himself “the 
' pariah and renegade of my profession" bow 
much more the doltish dons who teach 
them. “What we’re talking about is the de- 
■ structfon of ail cognitive and aesthetic stan- 
dards in the study ^ interpretation of 
literature in the name of various grand 
. ideas, like feminism (so-called), like mul- 
ticulturalism (so-called), like cultural ma- 
terialism (so-called)." Such invective - 
what Bloom calls his “usual diatribe" 

: against tenured wreckers - has gingered 
up campus debate no end since his explo- 
. ave defence of The Western Canon in 1994. 

Now; though, his Shakespearean block- 
buster has collected sniffy notices from 
Britons who stand far outside the radical 
“School of Resentment" that Bloom loves 
to hate. The likes of professors John Carey 
and Stanley Wells have sniped at this 
transatlantic takeover bid for the nation’s 
“official cult". Not only do new“resentniks” 
attack beleaguered “Sir John Bloomstaff"; 
so do the old pedants (of whatever age), the 
plodding “mouldy figs". “That’s something 
I've taken from the jazz tradition," he ex- 
plains. “when the bopsters of my youth - 
followers, like myself of the great Charlie 
Parker and Miles Davis and Bud Powell - 
liked to call the Dixieland revivalists 
“mouldy figs’." I suggest that the narrow tex- 
tual scholars, who view the Bard as just an- 
other jobbing bark, may threaten his iconic 
status more than committed “resenters”: 
critics who still grant to Shakespeare an 
enormous, culture-shaping power “Ideo- 
logical contrariness," he hati-agrees, “may 
in some ways be preferable to sheer men- 
tal defectiveness, as in Air Carey and Mr 
Wells. And I'm delighted to be quoted.” 

A soliloquy from “Bloom Brontosaurus 
Bardolater" in frill vituperative fli ght is a 
wonder to behold. At times you think not 
so much of jovial, roistering Faistaffin the 
Eastcheap tavern as forsaken Lear on the 
heath or even fulminating Timon at his mis- 
anthropic banquet Then some shaft ofself- 
parodic wit shines through CTm a 
temperamental old monster"), and the 
thunderclouds roll away. The Shakespeare 
book, its rhythms rooted in decades ofV&Ie 
seminars, captures this Bloomian meteo- 
rology in all its glory, firry (with critics) and 
awe (at Shakespeare) race across its sky. 

And, listening to Bloom’s serpentine sen- 
tences uncoil on the tape, I sometimes 
imagined that those eminent New 'inkers, 
Henry James and Woody Allen, had met in 
a Manhattan bar and derided to join forces. 
Here’s Bloom on the vaulting visions that 
torment Macbeth; “What I call his prolep- 



Harold Bloom, a Biography 


Harold Bloom, was born in 1930 to a Yiddish-speaking fam- 
ily in NewYark; his father was a garment worker Attached 
to Yale University for more than 40 years, be became Ster-* 
ling Professor of 'Humanities there, as well as Berg Pro- 
fessor ofEngtish at NewYbrkUnivessityTbe first of 24 books, 
Shelley's Mythmaking, appeared in 1959; and in 1973 he pub- 


lished his celebrated theory of literary rivalry. The Anxiety 
of Influence. Recent wor k s have found a Wide general au- 
dience: The Book qfJ, The Westem.Canon and Omens ofMiL- 
lenrmari Shakespeare: the Invention qftheHvman has already' 
sold ll&GOO copies. Harold Bloom Kras with his wife. Jeanne, 
near the Yhle campus in New Haven, Connecticut 


tic imagination - his overman ticipation and 
always jumping ahead of the event -would 
seem to indicate that, as was evidently the 
case with Mr D H Lawrence. Macbeth also 

- although I never put it bluntly in the book 

- comes too early, my dean" 

Bloom lavishes a lot of care on the un- 
voiced sexual tensions that throb behind 
the lines. As he moves from play to play, 
these implicit “foregrounds” form a crucial 
part of his argument He claims that 
Shakespeare “invents” the defining modes 
of our modern consciousness through “a 
concourse of men and women unmatched 
in the rest of literature”. Politics and lan- 
guage may not have determined us (as the 
“resenters” claim), but Shakespeare has. 

Bloom’s sensitivity to absences and si- 


lences extends from the plays to the life. 
His book says darkly that Shakespeare “car- 
ries a private affliction, an erotic vastation, 
into the high tragedies”. Come again? 
Bloom deciphered thinks that the play- 
wright who eased off after the “creative ec- 
stasy" of the great tragedies was “suffering 
from syphilis- 1 hint at it strongly. Had I ac- 
tually said it Mr Wells and Mr Carey and 
the other boobies would be even more bys^ 
terical.” Now there’s a conversation 
stopper for that Oscar-evening chat about 
Shakespeare in Love (which Bloom found 
an “enjoyable travesty”, though he deems 
Joe Rennes far too cute for balding Will). 

The arch Bardolater seems less sure 
about public attitudes than private mal- 
adies. “Shakespeare, so far as I can see, had 


no politics and no religion,” although a well- 
grounded fear of state repression pushed 
him into conformity. Bloom accepts Charles 
Nichdl’s argument Gn The Reckoning) that 
thugs hired by the Elizabethan secret ser- 
vice terminated the triple agent Christopher 
Marlowe “with extreme prejudice" in a 
Deptford pub. “He had seen the murder of 
Marlowe, and the horrible torture of 
Thomas Kyd, involving the breaking of 
every finger in Kyd's writing hand.” 

So the dramatist whatever his secret 
convictions, became “very clever about 
avoiding blasphemy... There are outward 
pditics and inward politics. My outward pol- 
itics in the US are on the left wing, if it still 
exists, of the Democratic Party. Inwardly, 
Tm a sheer anarcho-syndicalist" And, on 


the religious front , “a gnostic sect of one . 

Gnosticism - the deep-rooted heresy that 
supplants a personal deity and His dogmas 
and priests in favour of the “mortal god” 

within each questing soul - runs like an oc- 
cult refrain through many of Bloom’s 24 
books. He came to maturity after all, in a 
theological milieu a world away from the 
tepid pieties of the Ivy League campus. 

This Falstaffian champion of tradition- 
al E n gi.it , this proud heir to Samuel John- 
son and William Hazlitt, spoke Yiddish 
before he spoke English- “People some- 
times find my English odd because it’s self- 
taught, by reading. I grew up in the old East 
Bronx with Yiddish -speaking parents, and 
we spoke only Yiddish at home.” Bloom saw 
bis first Shakespeare on New York’s Yid- 
dish stage even before, in 1946, he was “rav- 
ished for ever” by Ralph Richardson’s 
Falstaff in an Old Vic touring production. 

Up in the Bronx, young Bloom read “with 
a Talmudic speed and a Talmudic reten- 
tiveness... Iwas,whenlwasbanratzvahed, 
•already in violent arguments with the or- 
thodox rabbis.” The gnostic heresy, which 
sees man as the quasi-divine author of him- 
self underpins tire Bloomian position on 
Jesus, “a Jewish gnostic", on Milton, and 
on the great Romantic bards who fed his 
theory of strong poets striving with their 
precursors to overcome “the anxiety of in- 
fluence”. As for Shakespeare, “the actual 
fellow may have got ten hims elf confessed 
and (fled in the odour of sanctity" Yet his 
brood of self-creating titans, from Richard 
IQ through Haml et to Prospero, occupy a 
bleak landscape th at “verges on nihilis m”. 

hi tins Bloomian world, gigantic literary 
figures dash by night with one another and 
a pitiless Nature. His roll-call of defiant 
rebels might take as their general Milton's 
seductive Satan - based, be now believes, 
on Iago. To his critics’ ears, it all sounds 
too much like a boys' own story In the 1970s 
mid 1980s, he unsurprisingly reports. 
Bloom had “a terribly hard time with my 
feminist students”. Now, intriguingty he 
says “tiie worst of those difficulties have 
vanished in these apocalyptic Nineties". 

What has not vanished is the high, vex- 
atious drama of the Bloomian struggle, on 
page and podhim alike. He recalls that, after 
a series of lectures at Princeton in 1995, a 
panel of academic “ideologues” had baited 
him. “Lisa Jardine of London ended her de- 
nunciation by shaking her fist and crying 
out, on behalf of the feminist critics of the 
world, ‘we’ll stop interruptingyou, Harold, 
when you start paying attention to us’.” He 
ffleh “manifested restraint and stared at the 
celling": a Lear-like pattern of all patience. 

Now, “Lisa Jardine of London” remem- 
bers a much more genial affair. Her notes 
record that, just before that peroration, she 
had pleaded that “the only hope" for the sur- 
vival of any version of aesthetic value “lies 
in a dialogue between us”. After that Pro- 
fessor Jardine reports, “He laughed and I 
laughed, and we all went out to dinner:" 

Gonerfl with Lear? Or Beatrice with 
Benedick? A matter of perspective, per- 
haps; but also a sign that the stupendous 
hurricane of Bloom’s eloquence can never 
blow through a vacuum. Memcny-enhanced 
or not the folly or rancour of “boobies and 
mouldy figs and academic careerists of all 
kinds" seem to push him to the peaks of his 
expository zeal As a young adept of High 
Romantic verse. Bloom spent the early 
1960s immersed in William Blake. And it 
was Blake, after all, who said that “with- 
out contraries is no progression". 


COVER 


STORIES 


MONDAY (INTERNATIONAL 
Womens Day» sees the 

publication of two talked-about 

books bv talked-about women: 

Germaine Greer's The Whole 

Woman and La Lewinsky's 
Monica's Story, told with a tittle 
help from Andrew Mart oaa m an 
so used to hearing confessions 
one wonders why he doesn’t enter 
the priesthood (though that would 
require secrecy). Both haw high- 
profile tours, the Greer circus 
kicking off with a party at the 
British Library. Genuine invitees 
will be admitted only if they are 
wearing the lapel pin that adorns 
the cover a Polynesian fertility . 
symbol. Lewinsky (who told 
ABC’s Barbara Walters that she 
at first thought history* most - 
notorious stain was spinach . 
souffle) steps out for a signing at 
Harrods, But how much more 
appropriate it would have been to 
have launched at Davidoff s, 
mak ers of awfully good cigars. 


MEANWHILE. GERI HalfiweUis 
putting the finishing touches to 
her memoir on her life as a Spice 
Girl which agent Mark Lucas has 
shown to a handful of publishers. 
He is emphasising it's a serious 
book, claiming that there's more 
to Geri than meets the eye. The 
word is that it is quite well 
written, and all her own work. 
However, there is nervousness — 
over whether a book by someone 
whose prime audience is pre-teen 
can sell enough copies to recoup a 
£500.000 advance. Nobody is sure, 
but a decision is expected early 
next week and the hot money is 
on Michael Joseph, part of the 
Penguin Group, where publisher 
Tom Weldon is flourishing the 
company chequebook. 


SO FAR, this is Beryl Bainbridge's 
year On Tuesday, she collected 
the £10,000 W H Smith Award for 
Master Geargie - her third bauble 
in as many weeks, although she 
stressed that “at my time of life I 
don't take these things too 
seriously.” Always magnanimous, 
she said everyone on the shortlist 
would have made worthy winners. 
Presumably Julian Barnes, who 
refused to attend unless he could 
be told he had definitely won, 
would have been less generous. 


THE MODERN Library, in which 
Virago founder Carmen Ca&il and 
novelist Colm Toibin choose the 
best 200 novels in English since 
1950, will be published on World 
Book Day. However; they have 
only been able to agree on 194. 
Readers are to be invited to 
nominate the last half-dozen for 
the paperback. Knowing Callil, it's 
bound to be a tease: she declared 
on Desert Island Discs she’d no 
idea that The Commitments had 
started life as a novel Her next 
project? A study ofVIehy France. 

TheUterator 


Chips off the old block I accuse as latest news 

Beneath the high-rise estates of urban Scotland lies the enduring land: Could a Dreyfus Affair happen in Britain, where prejudice is so p olite? 
Angus Calder acclaims a novel that builds on the foundations of history Bryan Cheyette on an update of the scandal that rocked the fin-de-siecle 


BY ANY standards, Our 
■ fhtfiers is a powerful novel As 
a first novel it is very remark- 
able indeed. Yes, it is in the 
bUdmtgsroman genre favoured 
fry many debutants. Its narra- 
tor; Jamie Bawn, is perceived 
to grow from a lonely, intro- 
verted boy victim of an alcoholic 
father and easy prey for a wist- 
ful homosexual priest, to a man 
who can take a kind of parental 
responsibility for his father’s 
father, accept his parents, and 
envisage parenthood himself. 

Lifcp. other protagonists in 
the genre, he is very well read 
(though his obsessive interest 
in plants and rocks is unusual). 
But his family relationships 
and his imagination are seen in 
the context of the entire histo- 
ry of south-west Scotland in the 
29th century Andrew O’ Hagan 
offers a vision of immemorial 
and contemporary time com- 
parable to I^wis Grassie Gib- 
bon’s Scots Quair trilogy. 

I rather think O’Hagan in- 
tends that comparison to be 
made. Don’t get me wrong: his 
rich prose is highly distinctive 
although, like Gibbon's, it is 
sometimes a mite precious. 
With each author the height- 
ened prose relates to a project 
of merging individuals with 
people in general and both 
with history and with terrains 
peculiar to Scotland. In Gibbon, 



Our Fathers 

by Andrew O’Hagan 

Faber & Faber. £16.99, 28 2pp 

it was the rural north-east; 
with O’Hagan, industrialised 
and suburbanised Ayrshire. 

One may speak of Old and 
New Testaments m 20th-cen- 
tury Scottish writing. The New 
Testament arrived in the 1960s 
wite Alexander Trocchl Edwin 
Morgan and Ian Hamilton Fin- 
lay. Though not ignorant of 
Scottish traditions, these men 
wrote in relation to kinds of 
foreign modernism, American 
and European. So with the 
Glaswegian utterances of Tom 
Leonard and James Kelman. 

O’Hagan, most movingly re- 
turns to the Old Testament -to 
the Scottish Modernism of Gib- 
bon and MacDiarmid, and bad; 
past them to Stevenson and 


Burns. Jamie’s grandmother is 
saturated in traditional song; 
his self-educated “gran da”, 
Hugh, admires the strenuous, 
neglected verse of John David- 
son. Literary reference in Our 
Fathers is not merely decora- 
tive; it is structural The book 
ends with a quotation from 
MacDiarmid’s great long poem 
“On a Raised Beach”: “There 
are ruined buildings in the 
world, but no ruined stones." 

This clinches the novel's im- 
mensely ambitious association 
of abiding Scottish culture with 
the history of urban redevel- 
opment The Bawn femfly stem 
from Irish Catholic migration 
into Scotland. But granda’s 
mother Euphemia became 
“Famie", and famo us, leading 
the great women's Glasgow 
Rent Strike of 1915, which 
forced the government to con- 
trol landlords. She was there in 
the Movement when John 
Wheatley swung the Catholic 
vote on Clydeside over to 
Labour; creating the basis of the 
party’s dominance in Glasgow. 

Fhmie's son Hugh, a charis- 
matic local politician, saw him- 
self as Wheatley’s heir and 
becameGIasgow’s “Mr Hous- 
ing", domesticating Le Cor- 
busier as a Scot and animating 
the notorious development of 
the city’s high-rise estates. 

The grand theme of Our 


Fbfiiers is the tragic nemesis of 
high-rise architecture. Jamie, 

based m Liverpool, is employed 

as an expert on the demolition 
of tower blocks. Now dilapi- 
dated, damp, vandalised, they 
were once the concretisation of 
Granda Hugh’s Socialist vision 
- homes in which one could 
breathe fresh winds, from 
which one could see for miles. 

Snce that vision is conveyed 
with unsentimental sympathy, 
Ourffrtoers is a welcome cor- 
rective to all those fusty acres . 
of print mourning the demise of 
the squalid tenements which 
men like Hugh Bawn swept 
away For each home to have 
sunlight and its own toilet was 
a noble objective. Imputations 
of “warmth” to the rat-ridden, 
gang-ridden tenement culture 
should be viewed with extreme 
suspicion. But there is indeed 
a West of Scotland warmth that 
O’Hagan conveys exceptional- 
ly welL His ear for dialogue 
seems impeccable: never a 
fuck, so to speak; misplaced. 

In the end, howevec as with 
Grasse Gibbon, nothing en- 
dures bid toe land This book Is 
about how our own fives may 
stand in relation not only to our 
parents’, but to all toe lives fived 
here before us, and to here it- 
self; to the waters flowing past 
us, to the rocks beneath us. 
There are no ruined stones. 


BERNICE RUBENS’S fiction 
has always been preoccupied 
with the psychopathology of 
everyday life. In her early nov- 
els, in the 1960s and 1970s, chil- 
dren are condemned to partial 
lives by their parents (espe- 
cially mothers) and are unable 
to function outside families. 
One of her protagonists refus- 
es to emerge from the womb, 
another is condemned to live 
longer than she would like. 
Rubens’s tone is one of black 
humour as her grotesque char- 
acters are invariably pushed to 
the margins of existence. 

In recent years, Rubens - 
who was bom in Cardiff to 
Russian- Jewish parents - has 
moved from family life to broad- 
er historical concimis- Since the 
1980s, her novels have incor- 
porated would-be messiahs and 
visionary housewives as well as 

accounts of Jewish persecution 
and migration in Europe. En- 
compassing transvestism, psy- 
chiatry and brain-transplants, 
as well as murder and wan she 
combines whimsy with despair 

I, Dreyfus, her 2lst novel 
continues these more expan- 
sive themes by updating the 
Dreyfus Affair in France (1894- 
1906). It is perhaps fitting, as we 
move into a new era, that a 
scandal which prefigured the 
anti-Semitism of the first half of 
the 20th century should now be 



“Dreyfus syndrome" contin- 
ues today. Her novel takes the 
basic ingredients of. the Affair 
(and toe name Alfred Drqyfus) 
and applies them to contem- 
porary English life. In her ac- 
count, Sir Alfred Dreyfus is a 
successful educationalist who 
becomes headmaster of a pres- 
tigious public school His fetal 
flaw, however; is that he hides 


I, Dreyfus 

by Bemice Rubens 

Li'ctfe. Brown. £16.99, 27Bpp 


re-examined. And the Affair 
has always been a rich source 
of inspiration. From Emile Zola 
on, the wrongful imprisonment 
of Captain Dreyfus for espi- 
onage has resulted in a well- 
spring of French self- 
examination. In Britain, alag , 
we had to rely on Hilaire 
Belloc and G K Chesterton to 
confirm that Alfred Dreyfus 
realty was guilty and those 
dreadful Republicans got it all 
wrong. Chesterton's cuddly 
detective. Father Brown, con- 
dudes in this vein in a story 
published in 1914, eight years 
after the charges of treason - 
were finally dropped. 

Rubens argues, in charac- 
teristicaltybleak terms, that fee 


Christian institution. Lilcp fee 
original Dreyfus, he is finalfy 
found guilty of being a Jew. 

A good deal of the novel is 
concerned with the deleterious 
effects of Jewish assimilaHftn 
on Dreyfus. His “life of decep- 
tion" is a result of his parents' 
refusal to come to terms with 
the Holocaust and their brush 
with death in Paris during the 
wan Dreyfus and his brother; 
Matthew, are raised in a smalt 
English village and become 
“closet Jews”. His career and 
taiightoood turn out to bea false 
ticket to respectability 

Rubens seems to blame 
Dreyfus’s denial of his Jewish- 
ness for an anti-Semitic con- 
spiracy which finds him guilty 
ofchpd-murden When his Jew- 
ish sister-in-law refuses to sup- 
port him, and changes her 
name, she becomes “a nothing, 
a hollowness in an empty 
space”. Dreyfus’s own account 
from his prison cell which clev- 


erly alternates with the book’s 
storyline, is really a rediscovery 
of himself as a Jew: “two thou- 
sand years of memory” come - 
flooding back to him and he 
finally becomes the most pious 
of Jews. But the continuation of ' 
a racial essence over millennia 
(accompanied by Yiddish lul- 
labies and Hebrew prayers) is' 
precisely what Dreyfus's ene- 
mies believe defines “the Jew". . 

It is a pity to witness the. » 
descent into moralising m a 
ooveUstwito such a refreshingly . . 
bizarre imagination. I, Dreyfiis 
is divided into good tfoat is 
identifying) Jews and bad (that 
is inhuman) anti-Semites. 

Rubens is well aware 
England, as opposed to 
or Germany, “anti 
of fee most courteous » 

But much of her energy 
cused on fee Natf-Uk*^ . 
paign that condemns . 

Although written with veity*i 
this quest for Atonement, for 
“At-Oneraent”) results ln t&e 
end in a rather flat and seffi- \ . 
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weekend review 

Tbe Independent 6 Maw * 1999 



Melissa Benn fi n ds that the eternal feminist has cut loose from despair and set 


jou J-U.L uiupm 



' Whole Woman 

* ■ "is not officially 

■ published until 

■ Monday but latge 

X parts of the na- 

ti on are already 
suffering from Germaine Greer 
overload. The decision by her 
publishers to tease out publi- 
cation, offering selected ex- 
tracts and a sole interview to 
one newspaper; set the broad- 
sheet pack onto red alert two 
weeks before release of the 
book. Flew could wait and see 
what she had written; the com- 
mentary inevitably became ad 
femmam. Pages were devoted 
to her cleverness and contra- 
dictions, and her fir) relevance 
to everything from British fem- 
inism to the kitchen sink. 

Now along comes the book, 
the whole bookand nothing but 
the book Is anybody still in- 
terested? They should be: 
Greer makes an excitable, ex- 
aggerated case that reverses, 
rather than revises, some com- 
fortable modern assumptions 
about women. She has repeat- 
edly said she was forced out of 
a polemicist’s retirement to 
take up the fight for liberation- 
based feminism against the 
new equal-rights consensus. 

Interestingly, the target of 
her most ferocious attack - 

the “new femfrrism " - makes Ki- 

tle appearance in her text 
There is the odd, outrageous 
sideswipe at a "politics that cel- 
ebrates the right Ge duty) to be 
pretty in an array of floaty 
dresses and little suits put to- 
gether for starvation wages by 
adolescent girls in Asian sweat 
shops”. But no opponent is 
given a name or book credit a 
strategy of condemnation 
through obliteration that packs 
a surprisingly mean punch. 

The White Woman is es- 
sentially a return to the style 
and substance of The Female 
Eunuch, 28 years ago. It has the 
same dense but readable for- 
mat its chapters organised 
around meaty subjects with 
titillating short headlines (sex, 
breasts, testosterone). And, de- 
spite a wealth of contemporary 
material and a fed for the zeit- 


The Whole Woman 

by Germaine Greer 

Doubteday. £16.99. 352pp 


gei&t, Greer is still arguing, as 
that famous sentence foom The 
Female Eunuch declared: 
“Wunen have very little idea of 
how much men hate them.” 

The Whole Wbrrum breaks 
with the sophisticated consen- 
sus that women have made 
significant progress in any 
area: work, self-image, health, 
relations with men. mother- 
hood or politics. Where some of 
us see change and hope, Greer 
sees only commercially spon- 
sored sadism Modem woman's 
preoccupation wifo beauty and 
femininity is, to her; not a sign 
of "having it all” but just an- 
other ugly, expensive twist in 
the decades-long struggle of 
capitalism to persuade women 
that their bodies are distaste- 
fill and need taming. Women 
are not making it in the public 
world of work and politics. Ear 
from it, they are struggling to 
ape men and denying their 
true selves in the process (she 
is scathing on Blair’s Babes). 

Motherhood, Greer argues, 
is hard labour that is effective- 
ly ignored by society. She has 
no time for the new father- 
hood effbei; marshalling ho* ev- 
idence to show how many men 
are still fleeing their emotion- 

al and fi nancial rpgp nnsjhflittew. 

Even an apparently benign de- 
velopment such as screening 
programmes for cervical can- 
cer is just a new patriarchal in- 
vasion of wombs in search of a 
disease. And the disease is 
womanhood. (Greer loves to 
end her chapteriefcs with such 
bitingty short sentences.) 

Greer has constructed a 
strip cartoon that pits the 
forces of brute masculinity 


' against the cowed but per- 
fumed figure of the modern 
woman. Should we read her as 
deeply pessimistic or pro- 
foundly political? Both, I would 
argue. She remains one of the 
few public feminists to show any 
true grasp of globalisation, in- 
ternational capitalism and the 
parasitical relationship be- 
tween first-world women’s ma- 
terial comforts and third-world 
womens’ exploitation. 

In a funny way, she does not 
go far enough. In a revised 
1992 foreword to The Female 
Eunuch, Greer admitted, in a 
rare moment of self-criticism, 
that the book "does not deal 
with poor women”. \fet poor 
women make not much more of 
an appearance here. 

Greer’s true obsession is 
with the politics of the body 
rattier than the body politic. She 
is tyrical and expansive on the 
meaning of the womb and the 
colour and taste of menstrual 
blood, but dipped and cursory 
on wages and work and the new 
revolution in information tech- 
nology. like the good socialist 
that she is, she knows how im- 
portant the economy is - but the 
details bore her. 

Her real power depends on 
a submerged but starkly emo- 
tional vision afhuman relations, 
a bleak image of a permanent 
non-meeting between the sexes 
and the generations. “Love of 
the father; love of the partner; 
love of the child, all remain for 
the vast majority of women un- 
requited.” I think we should 
take this largefy as a statement 
about Greer herself. Certainty, 
it shows little awareness of the 
nuances of real life, both per- 
sonal and political There are 
thousands of relationships 
where love and hate are more 
finety balanced than she would 
allow and where there is con- 
stant negotiation over the 
question of “work”. Many 
women feel greatly ioved by the 
fathec the husband, ty sons and 
daughters. 

But the significance of 
Greer’s absolute pessimism is 
that it finally frees her to a land 
Of utopianism. She has gone be- 


yond hopelessness into some 
mad reckless territory where 
anything is possible. Hence 
her quarrel with the wishful 
thinking of younger women. 

It’s as if Greer wags her fin- 
ger at us all, speaking the 
words from Dante's inferno, *1n 
the middle of the journey of our 
life I came by myself in a dark 
wood where the straight way 
was lost”. Thereare tragedies 
and rejections ahead for us afi, 
which wOl show us there is no 
straight way. One of the best 
chapters is on the comforts 
and logic of sorrow. “Sadness is 
the matrix from which wit and 
irony spring... which is why 
consumer society cannot tol- 
erate it” Nor; it has to be said, 
can modem feminism. 

So Germaine leaves us with 
everything and nothing to lose. 


She batters us over the bead 
with her much-favoured dis- 
tinction between liberation and 
equality. For her; liberation is 
the pleasure principle made 
ideology; equality is a kind of 
mealy-mouthed conformism. 
Greer wants the former; but it 
doesn't offer much to women in 
professions or supermarkets. 

Liberation to do what? Goto 
work smelling like a real 
woman? A life gloriously alone? 
A life on benefits? One of her 
few, welcome suggestions is 
that society recognises that 
motherhood is a real job and 
pay for it accordingly. 

What will most women get 
from this book? It is, I suspect, 
what we get from Greer herself/ 
a chance to throw off the fear 
that comes from trying too 
hard. From The Female Eu- 


nuch, Greer has been saying 
the same thing: be yourself, 
take the flak, speakyour mind, 
change your mind. It is an in- 
junction she has followed her; 
self, in her mouthy; maddening 
career as public-personality. 

Few older women are taken 
seriously in public culture. Fbw 
are taken much notice of atafl. 
Despite, or perhaps because of 
the inner bleakness, Greer is. 
She is an example of what the 
theologian Paul Tillich has 
called the “courage to be". In 
that sense, all those quick: to 
comment before they had read 
this book were grasping some- 
thing after afl. Greer’s written 
words may be less important 
now than her symbolism, and 
publication a distraction from 
the whole woman we see so 
often before us. 


Courage to 

go with 
the flow 


Beasts and 
the blonde 

Carole Angier admires a 
daughter's search for parents 
who buried their tragic past 


USA APPIGNANESI arrived 
in Montreal in 1951, three 
years after me. She wasn't 
called Appignanesi then, and 
1 wasn't called Angiec My 
parents were not survivors: 
they had made it to England 
just in time. Their war stories 
were about the Blitz, and the 
Pioneer Corps, and never 
speaking German. 

In Montreal I did not en- 
counter (although thqy did) 
any overt anti-Semitism. Yet 
the destruction of six million 
of us was stzD too close for 
.comfort I seized the chance 
to flee my Jewishness eager- 
ly. My friends were rarefy 
Jewish, my boyfriends never; 
and as soon as I could, I 
changed my name. 

Lisa Appignanesi’s name 
then was Borenstein. Her par- 
ents were not survivors either: 
at least not in the main sense 
of that term. They had not 
been in a concentration camp; 
but they had been in Poland 
They had survived the warm 
a much rarer, though not 
unique way: by passing them- 
selves off as Aryans. Losing 
the Dead is their story. 

Or rather; it is lisa's telling 
of their story, through their 
memories and her own. And 
that’s what makes it so inter- 
esting. It’s not just the account 
of a terrible, triumphant ad- 
venture but also an explo- 
ration of its costs and effects; 
of memory, ideology, and 
growing up Jewish in Quebec. 

The book begins with that 
and it’s the very best part It 
brought Quebec back to me 
like Proust's madeleine - Es- 
planade Avenue, outside stair- 
cases, French kids with false 
teeth at 18 (from drinking 
Pepsi Canada’s Coke: that’s 
why we called them pepsis, a 
meanness Lisa does not men- 
tion). Slowfy the Polish objects 
disappear mid Canadian (Hies 
take over, linen gives way to 
Formica, china and crystal to 
pottery and plastic. 

Bid the Polish past does not 
give way to the Canadian pre- 
sent’Iisa’s mother Hena had 
saved her family from the 
Una! Solution by lies and 
charm, by relying on her in- 
stinct and blonde beauty. Her 
husband, Aron, dark and 
male, condemned by his own 
body the moment he dropped 
his trousers, could onty follow 
and fear. 

Now teenage lisa cringes 
when her mother flirts with 
the doctor, cares only about 



Losing Che Dead 

by Lisa Appignanesi 

C fiat co it Mndus. 
£15.99. 232pp 


looks, surrounds their peace- 
ful suburban life with an in- 
tricate web of lies. 

She cannot understand her 
father's sweating terror when 
they cross the Canadian bor- 
der, she rages against his 
anti-German prejudice, she 
takes German courses, she 
makes German friends, she 
becomes “a whole reconcilia- 
tion process in myself”. She 
cannot bear those endlessly 
repeated stories; she doesn't 
want to know. 

Later, of course, she did 
want to know. She goes back 
to Poland, she ransacks her 
memory, her brother’s, her 
mother’s; and in the second 
part of the book, she retrieves 
those hated stories. 

This part is important We 
should know these rarer 
truths, about Jews outside 
the camps, and their Polish 
helpers. But as writing, it 
lacks the lived and layeredin- 
tensity of the first 

What is profound and trag- 
ic about this book is its portrait 
of the internalisation of ide- 
ology by its victims (.the 
blonde master, the dark 
slave); and of the impossibil- 
ity of sharing memory, ex- 
cept destructively, until it is 
too late. By the time Lisa 
Appignanesi wrote Losing 
the Dead, her father had 
died and her mother’s mind 
was going. But it is a power- 
ful and tender memorial to 
both of them. The blurb sug- 
gests that Lisa’s key rela- 
tionship was with bold blonde 
Hena. But I think it was with 
Aron, who was dark like ben 
the emblematic emigrant, 
always in a hurry, always 
secretly afraid. 

Cardie Angier is completing 
a biography of Primo Levi 


Wiping the floor with the lads in tight genes 

Given half a chance, argues Anna McGrail, women have a better evolutionary reason for sexual promiscuity than men. Given half a chance... 


WOMEN “MOSTLY ignore what 
science has to say to them and 
about them.” says Natalie Angiec 
Puiitzer-Prize-winning science 
writer for the New York Times. 
Hardly surprising perhaps, if the 
mam conclusion of the biological sci- 
ences seems to be that millions of 
years of evolution have rendered us 
genetically incapable of reversing 
into a parking space. 

To redress the balance, Angier 
takes us on a geographical tour of 
the female body; she guides us 
through the ecosytem of the vagina, 
explores the facts and fictions erf the 
breasts and muses upon the 
metaphors of the menses. She 

traces our development from a fetus 
through to the menopause, exam- 
ining the minute CX chromosome) 
and the large four interpretation of 
ourselves ta contemporary history). 
The question she sets is “What 


makes a woman?" and she looks for 
answers in, among other places, 
physiology, genetics and en- 
docrinology. This is an ambitious 

book, butwe have a guide whose en- 
thusiasm draws us along at an un- 
flagging pace. Assuming her readers 
will mainty be women, she shouts, 
“Come on, gals!” and we’re off 
New vantage points, even for the 
stray males at the back, are always 
refreshing, and these Angier con- 
stantly provides. Women seeking 
medical help to conceive, for exam- 
ple, have found their gametes briskly 
defined: a woman is born with all the 
eggs she will ewer have and they “de- 
generate” from then. A man, on the 
other hand, can produce several 
thousand new sperm every hour! As 
Angier points out, “The mere abili- 
ty to replicate is hardly cause fora 
standing ovation.” It is something 

within toe egg itseff she reminds us, 


which effected Dolty toe sheep, ma- 
ternal factors which allowed toe 
adult genome to recapitulate itself. 
The egg holds toe secrets of gene- 
sis and this maybe why women no 
longer produce new eggs in adult- 
hood. It is not a deficiency; but a sign 
of our molecular complexity. 

Angier throws out theories “like 
■rice at a bride”, but each grain 
rfiallpngas fhe dn rmnant p aradigimR- 
Menopause, for example, can be in- 
terpreted as an evolutionary ne- 
cessity. Without grandmothers to gat 
on with the gathering while the 
hunters were splendidly hunting, 
homo sapiens would not have had 
the calorific dowry to invest in in- 
telligence and become very sapiens. 

During this adventure, we con- 
struct a relief map of liberation bi- 
ology as we go. women do not have 
to be mired in “the sludge of bio- 
logical detennimsm.” Wie have choie- 



Woman: an intimate 
geography 

by Natalie Angier 

Uttfe. Brown. £17.99. 4 32pp 


es, especially as to the boundaries erf 
control over our bodies, whether that 
line is at HRX abortion or breast- 
feeding. Nevertheless, this is not so 
much a tale of X versus Y, although 
the female body is still a battle- 
ground. but a celebration of every 
woman’s glorious anatomy and 
chemistry. The author's passion for 


the joyful mysteries of our geogra- 
phy shines through every sentence. 

II in toe 1970s, we clutched our 
copes of Our Bodies, Ourselues and 
examined our genitals with a mirror; 
now is the time to praise the vagi- 
na as “a pause between the declar- 
ative sentence of the outside world 
and the mu ttering* of the viscera”. 
We might as well rhapsodise oe- 
strogen as “a structural tone poem” 
rather than a plain old hormone, as 
we don’t understand how it works. 

As Angier strips away the layers 
of myth that have built up between 
Galen and Grafenberg. we discover 
how much of our terrain is unex- 
plored. Some scientific studies into 
gender differences, our guide points 
out tartly are in such a mess that 
they are “like the floor underneath 
your refrigerator: you don't want to 
know”. This is a salutary reminder 
in an age when certain truths are 


held to be self-evident* that men are 
programmed to be promiscuous 
while women sit at home under the 
influence of the SSEN (Sugar and 
Spice and Everything Nice) gene 
and hold out for monogamy. 

Such truths are not self-evident 
when, as Angier does, you “run 
them through toe meat grinder of 
analysis". A prime determinant of 
behaviour is toe calculation of our 
best chances of throwing our garland 
of genes into toe future. Reproduc- 
tivefy speaking, liaising with a sin- 
gle mate might be a better bet for a 
male. And if female sexuality is re- 
alty so feeble, why have societies 
gone to such lengths to control it, in 
marriage, purdah, infibulation? 

Women do not need to orgasm to 
reproduce, so why has Nature given 
us a clitoris? In the past, it may have 
been much larger; and female pri- 
mates may have used its erotic en- 


ergy to take them through multiple 
sexual encounters with any available 
males (so that's why it takes us so 
long!) in a quest for satisfaction. 
Such behaviour has a Darwinian jus- 
tification: female promiscuity pays 
in terms of higher conception rates. 
Given half a chance, we human fe- 
males might be as opportunistic as 
ourbonobo or chimpanzee cousins. 
Given half a chance. 

The basis for our behaviour 
seems to lie less in our genomes 
than in toe ecological circumstances 
in which that genome expresses it- 
seff Wanton behaviour is not such 
a useful adaptation any more: it can 
get you stoned to death. Some evo- 
lutionary biologists believe that the 
clitoris is, in feet, still diminishing 
from want of use. There’s a chal- 
lenge: can we form a society to save 
the clitoris? Or shall we just stand 
here and scream? Come on, gals! 


ou’ll find some monster 
avings on books at 
mazon.co.uk 
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Inspirations 

Novelist Geoff Nicholson 


The Place 

I find any stretch of bleak 
desert wasteland fairly 
wonderful, in some ways 
the more anonymous the 
betten but HI go for Zzyzx. 
a former health resort, 
now a ghost town in the 
Mojave desert, a few miles 
outside Barstow, 

California. It has palm ‘ 
trees, wind-blown sand, 
curious abandoned 
buildings and empty 
swimming pools. It could 
be sinister; yet I find it 

totally comforting and 

reassuring. 

The music 

WSffie the Pimp by Frank 
Zappa with Captain 
Beefheart on vocals. This 
has everything: great 
lyrics, a fabulous blues 
vocal and a great 
skronking extended 
electric guitar solo. 

Harold Bloom says that ail 
great art is strange, and of 
course that doesn't mean 
that all strange art is great, 
but there’s something 
about the early stuff of 
Zappa and Beefheart that 
still seems as weird and 
radical as it ever did. 

The Film 

After Hours by Martin 
Scorsese. This seems to 
. me an infinitely more 
honest film than all of 
Scorsese’s homoerotic 
hymns to violent men who 
swear a lot Griffin Dunne 
wanders around nocturnal 
NewYbrk, pursuing a 
woman, being pursued by 
vigilantes, having the sort 
of edgy, scary, sexy 
adventures we all dream of 
having in New York, but 
are actually rather 


relieved to avoid. It’s a 
comedy and so our hero 
survives but you realise 
how easily be might not 

The Play 

Hamlet was the first bit of 
Shakespeare I ever really 
understood and enjoyed. 
It's a great play to 
discover when you’re an 
adolescent -all that 
teenage angst, all that 
beautiful suffering. Every 
17-year-old lad who's 
having trouble with the 
parents and school and 
girlfriends knows exactly 
how Hamlet feels. More 
than any other play l can 
think of; 1 carry my own 
version of Hamlet in my 
head and no production is 
ever as good as that 

The work of art 

Le Violin dlngres . This is 
Max Ernst’s photograph 
of Kild de Montparnasse, 
who has two f-holes 
collaged into her naked 
back. There are years 
when this seems an 
unacceptably sexist piece 
of work, other years when 
it seems sexy, respectful 
and playful. TOs “borrowed’* 
the idea for the cover of 
my novel Flesh Guitar. 
but we made the violin an 
electric guitar and instead 
of f-holes we had pick ups 
and a tremelo arm. 

Geoff Nicholson's new 
novel , ‘Female Ruins’, is 
published by Indigo (£9391 



A First Rate 
Tragedy 

by Diana Prestorf. 
Constable. £9.9 9, 
269pp 


THE FAMILIAR story of Scott's 
catastrophic polar slog is given additional 
psychological depth in Preston's highly 
accomplished account. Scott emerges as 
an introspective, humane man, prone to 
the “black dog” of depression and a belief 
in his own ill-luck. He expended much 
effort in dramming up sponsorship from 
Colman’s Mustard and Oxo, thmigh he 
faded to acquire the dog-handling skills 
which resulted in Amundsen’s triumph. 
Another 350 yards a day and his party 
would have survived - but we would have 
lost a classic tale of British pluck. 



Paperbacks 

by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher hirst 


The Ogre’s 
Laboratory 

by Louis Buss. 
Vintage. £6.99. 
393pp 


THIS DARK spinechiller features the 
appropriately named Father Snow, a priest 
ami historian who is posted to a Surrey 
backwater Prone to hypnagogic visions. 
Snow finds that the local stately home is 
imbued by die spirit of a medieval Moloch 

called Everard HwellyiL whose grisly 
doings he uncovers in the British Museum. 
Evidence of paedophile activities in the 
locality suggests that the ogre's baneful 
influence is till active across the centuries. 
Despite the obvious debt to Peter Ackroyd, 
Buss has produced a stylish, disturbing 
work, its terrors softened by his hero’s 
awkward passion for a local journalist 


n J !■ 


Sex and the 
City 

by Candace 
Bushnell. 
Abacus, £6.99. 
226pp 


THE MOST eacouragfag thing about 
Candace BushneU’s book (and the TV 
series based on it) is that life for 35-year- 
old singles is one up on being 25 and 
single. BushneU’s female thirty- 
somethings are less likely to sleep with 
the wrong man, wear the wrong clothes 
or share with the wrong room-mates. 
Based on her column for the New York 
Observer, Bushnell’s canape-sized bites . 
of Manhattan life stylishly capture a 
clubbing and dating scene that you might 
have thought had died out with NeU’s . . _ 
and Jay Mclnerney. 



The Last to 
Know 

by Candida Crewe, 
Arrow. £5.99. 
264pp 


ONE WET weekday ev ening , Oxford GP 
Kim Black pops out to the comer shop for 
some ice cream. He doesn't come home. 
His wife Sylvie is left with two pieces of 
curling haddock, and an empty bed. A 
slim-line plot, but one that Candida Crewe 
keeps happfy bubbling away- An anther 
with a sharp and quirky eye for domestic 
detail Crewe builds up a seductively cosy 
picture of the Black’s life in Cowley and an 
intimate history of their 20-year marriage. 
Not a story of town and gown, this novel 
travels well beyond Oxford as Kim 
embarks on a series of unlikely journeys 
around Britain. 



Diana 

by Julie Buichtll, 
Orion. £7.99, 
230pp 


LIKE PIGGING out on Kettle Fries, there 
is a guilty pleasure in tvyiynmmg BurchDTs 
prose. Irresistibly moreish but mad, this is 
both a love letter to the most beaotifiil giri 
inthedassandano-holds-barred 

r ubbishing <rf fop wnnan^y ( B Hi»t 

monumental blockage in the S-bend of 
public life”). Diana’s excesses, such as the 
£3,000 a week (excluding clothes) she spent 
beeping up appearances, are excused, \ 
while Charles is lambasted: “Against him* a 
sloth would have looked wonderful”. The 
flaw in Burchfll's thesis isJhat without the 
royals, there would have been no Diana. 




Book 

by Whoopi 
Goldberg. 
Warner. £5.99. 
273pp 


IN 25 short chapters, actress, comedian 
and all-round Clinton groupie, Whoopi 
Goldberg sounds off on Race, Farting (her 
favourite topic) and presidential zippers. 
Like Roseanner she wears her liberal 
credentials writ large, as she rails full 
volume against exploitative chat show 
hosts and the sinister activities of 
multinationals. Her pet peeves include 
men who return from restaurant rest 
rooms with urine speckled chinos and 
being referred to as an Afro-American. 
Yfes, the world would be a happier place if 
we all let it rip; and yes, she is named 
Whoopi after the Cushion. 


Royal 

Whodunnits 

edited by Mike 
Ashley, 

. - Robinson. £6.99. 

434pp 

THESE TWO dozen tales about dark 
doings within palace walls are painful^ 
bathetic. In a “prequeT to the Scottish 
play we learn how Macbeth “allowed a 
smile to spread across his features" after 
committing a grisly murder Such an 
improvement on Shakespeare’s effort At 
the court of Richard H, amateur sleuth 
Geoffrey Chaucer vows, “I will do my best 
to bring the truth -of flits affair to ligh t" But 
this is trumped by Queen Victoria's 
attempt to save an eminent subject: “You 
do not look like a murderer of populations, 
Mr Brunei" Right royal twaddle. 


ft* 



Dinosaur 

Days 

by Jill Laurimore, 
Penguin. £5.99. 
- 339pp 
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FUSS AND Ivor Hariey-Wright are on 
their uppers, their Suffolk pile sinking into 
its moat Their one hope of rescue lies in 
the sale of their only asset -a collection of 
Commemorative D rinking \fessels. All 
they have to do is treat an American 
lawyer New Ybxk control-freak Tbrn 
Klaus, to a weekend in the country. An 
accomplished mid-Atlantic farce, there 
are some awkward moments as the 
Hariey-Wrights roll out the red carpet, 
and several balls of labrador haii; 
inhonour of their v ery influential guest A 
first novel by a writer who is supremely 
•comfortable in other folks’ wellies. 
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BESTSELLERS 

Published In the same week. John 
Grisham’s The Testament and Come 
Tbgether by Josie Lloyd and Emlyn 

Rees have battled it out for the top 
slot for the past three weeks. 

Grisham had maintained a slight lead running; Men are Pram Man... 
until this week when Lloyd and Rees remains at number two for the fifth 

have finally toppled him - but only week, whfle Iillian Too’sLitife Book qf 

just Station X stays at the top of the Peng Shut has hovered at number 

non-fiction chart for the third week three or four for five weeks too. 

Compiled by Bookwatchfrom data . 
supplied on soles ouer seven days 
enckng 28 Pdjruary 1999 

6 Bookwatch Ltd 1999 




ORIGINAL FICTION 

- 
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title 


AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 

PRICE 


NEEKUr SALE& 

1 (2) 

Come Together 


Josie Uoyd & Emlyn Rees (Arrow) 

£5.99 


7.181 

2 (1) 



John Grisham (Century) 

£16.99 



3 (3) 



John le Carre (Hodderj 

£16.99 


4,279 

A h 

Sharpe’s Fortress 


Bernard Cornwell (HarperCollins) 

£16.99 


2.971 

5 (4) 

The Thursday Friend 


Catherine Cookson (Bantam Press) 

£16.99 


2,234 

6 <-) 

Caroline’s Sister 


Sheila O' Flanagan (Poolbeg) 

£5.99 


1.625 

■o 

Liar Birds 


Lucy Fitzgerald (Black Swan) 

£5.99 


. 1.574. 

iri 

It Means Mischief 


Kate Thompson (Bantam) 

£5.99 


1,319 

ml sfl 

Messiah 


Boris Starling (HarperColHns) 

£5.99 


1,210 

10 (6) 

Southern Cross 


Patricia D Cornwell (Utde. Brown) 

£16.99 


■ 1.183 




ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 

- • . 



TITU 


AUTMOR'PUBUSHER 

PRICK 


WESKLV SALES 

m 

1 (1) 

Station X: the codebreakers 

Michael Smith (Channel 4) 

£14.99 


4,132 

2 (2) 

Men Are From Mars.. 


John Gray (Thorsons) 

£8.99 


3,400 

3 (M 

Little Book of Feng Shui 

Lillian Too (Element) 

£1.99 


2.379 

4 (3) 

The Year 1000 


Robert Lacey Si Danny Danziger (Little. Brown) £1 2.99 


2.125 

5 (7) 

Seafood Odyssey 


Rick Stein (BBC) 

£18.99 


2,098 

6 H 

Delia’s How to Cook 


Delia Smith (BBC) 

£16.99 


1,627 

7 (6) 

Ground Force Workbook 

Alan Titchmarsh (BBC) 

£9.99 


1,559 

8 (9) 

Official ITV Formula One Guide Bruce Jones (Carlton) 

£9.99 


1.447 

9 (S) 

Birthday Letters 


Ted Hughes (Faber) 

£14.99 


1.432 

10(8) 

Notes from a Kg Country 

Bill Bryson (Doubleday) 

£16.99 


885 


MTH E INDEPENDENT 
TASCO 
BINOCULARS 

Save £10 on the RJRJ \ of £2939 


The suggested 

selling price for 
these 

Binoculars is 

£29.99 but we 
arc able to offer 
them for just 
£1939! 

T1k-> are compart. Iitfht- 
v. eight binoculars fowl 

ihc uuriJ’s leading name 1 
in optical products. They 
iu\e S x 2 1 ram maBnrti- 
«. alien with sophisiredteii 
mot pnsin ilcoim. The 
toldtn? body enables the 
binocular* to be carried 
Li.insen lentil and easily 

m the jacket pocket. The rubber protect he entering is shniierpro.it and 
£iunh acuins! the oicj-ipital accidental knock . Supplied complete n ill] 
pouch case and in year manur Jenifers utnranicc. 

All this at a knockout price of just £1999 including postage 
and packing. 



HOU To ORDER Fill m (he ifupoo jid 
M.nd nitvihcr » lift vhequ: r* postal 
order’s. NO CASH ptebc H» - 
THE INDEPENDENT TASCO 
BINOCULARS OFFER. 

PO Bos -bl. Stanch SL2 JRU. 
fn« VXt.-eVMimcw.PUjM OBOE 

01753 642234 

U e -blit iff B> jJJrrt*- a its; UK rail) . 
Hcj*' up ri'X tb.-v iradriivciy ftran 
iixctp >'l radar. Rrrum u lUrin 7 dots f.T 
ieluad il nra wnpltlll) ^UiiFrd. Oiler 
-ufejcci (» ji jiUnln- . 

I 

I Plane send nr Patt > irt ftneo 

I Bin-sulars w* EI'.*Vt peTpjir me pA;p. 

I I ukIm a amwl checpie fie £ 

| ■alditfs.-nhickiiiLklepavahleiti- 
j INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPERS ll'Kl 
» LTDIND376 

I -if -kbit ms AnuAlnMirai hy 
1 ihis am- mm card Dumber fee 



SPOKEN WORD 

BY CHRISTINA HARDYMENT 
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A Patchwork Planet 

read by David Morse 
Random House. 5ftrs. £12.99 

THERE'S AN old country-and-westem 
song called “Gentle on My Mind" which 
sums iqi the subtle charm of Anne Trier's 
novels: you fed the wiser for reading, or 
in this case, hearing them. David Morse’s 
husky, resigned voice is the perfect 
medium for Bamaby Gaitiin, supposedly 
the black sheep of a philanthropic femifc 
in fact the only one of them to have a true 
understanding of kindness. Miraculously 
(and this is a book about angels), be and 
an endearing cast of needy but sassy 
wrinklies show us how to cope with the 
inevitable imperfections of the world. 


Cold Comfort Farm 

read by Eileen Atkins 

Penguin. 3hrs. £8.99 

ALTHOUGH FEW people now read Mary 
Webb, the author whom SteOa Gibbons was 
parodying in Cold Comfort Fbrm, the book 
remains an evergreen riassic. It seems a 
shame to miss a word of it but this is an 
exceptionally successful abridgement, 
guaranteed to dissipate the most 
recalcitrant gloom. Eileen Atkins 
thoroughly enjoys herself as she reads 
Flora Poste’s lines with brisk, Roedean- 
accented competence, smoulders as Seth, 
preaches hellfire as Amos and querulously 
complains of “something nasty in the 
woodshed” as matriarch Ada Doom. 
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WORK 



Sarah van Niekerk takes about a vejsk to carve a wood engraving block- The finished block goes under a cast-iron press and then prints can be ran off 


John Lawrence 


Mistress of an ancient art 


H ow excellent to find toa 
the ancient art of wood en- 
graving is alive and well, 
and flourishing particular- 
ly in the hamlet of Priding 
on the bank of the Severn 
south of Gloucester There dwells Sarah van 
Niekerk. a most skilful latter-day practitioner 
She wanted to be a farmer but her father 
and mother- writer and painter respective^ 
- discouraged that ambition, and sent her 
to art school instead From the start she con- 
centrated on engraving and at the Central 
School of Arts and Crafts her principal 
teacher was Gertrude Hermes. Since then 
she has gone from strength to strength: now 
in her sixties, winner of many awards, she 
has held a dozen solo exhibitions and is wide- 
ly admired as a teacher. 

Tbgetherwith her husband Chris (also an 
artist), she lives in a long narrow house hard 
by the river, surrounded by walls designed 
tMepel flood tides, and in particular the Sev- 
effbore. The building is allegedly founded 
on' three sunken trows, or Severn barges, 
and she has been happy to accept this tra- 
dition without exploratory excavation. 

She feels that English wocd engravers, 
herself included, ares till very nu chin thrall 
to Thomas Bewick, the celebrated print- 
maker and illustrator who flourished in 
Northumberland at the end a the X8th cen- 
tury. specialising in birds, animals and 
landscapes. “We have this gtost of Bewick 
sitting on our shoulders,” shesays. “I don't 
know any English engraver wio’s managed 
to get away from it complete!/-” 

Certainly her own work is strongly pas- 
toral: she takes many of her subjects from 
nature, and excels at catching- in black and 
white - the varied textures tf leaves and 
grass and stone walls, of animds' hides and 
birds’ feathers. Indeed, she ngards wood 
engraving as “part of the wiole ethic of 
country living". 

efiie has only to look out of th: window be- 
side her work bench to find insoiration. Re- 
cently an enormous flock of lapwings began 


working the tidal estuary and, after much 
gloomy talk about lap wing disappearing, she 
was delighted to see them. “They're magic 
to watch,” she says, “especially when the 
sun’s shining. The black and white flash is 
almost like silver paper” The result a 
beautiful small engraving of two peewits 
wheeling above a big S-bend of water 

There is a key difference between wood 
cutting, in which the artist works along the 
grain, and wood engraving, in which he or 
she cuts across it The second is by far the 
jdo; more detailed form, so that engravings 
p.nd tn hp smaller. The b est hlnrirs arp made 
f boxwood, which is. exceptionally bard, 
lose-gramed and heavy Every block is com- 
psed at small cubes glued together to farm 
square or rectangle, of which one side is 
paned and sanded, leaving a surface almost 
a smooth as marble. 

Such raw material is far from cheap: bax- 
wod blocks cost from D to £1.80 per square 
in*h, so that a medium-sized one, six inch- 
esby eight can come out at the best part 
of '.m. Boxwood does not take kindly to 
beug left in sunlight or on radiators - it 


CO* MON TOADS hit the 
hea lines earlier this week 
whe 1 their annual migration 
fore d the closure of the . 
villa [e street at Oxton, in 
Nott nghamshire. Similar 
mas -movements are taking 
plac all over the country, as 
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buckles -but if properly treated wfll survive 
indefinitely; not least because it is poisonous 
and so impervious to woodworm. 

Many engravers, Americans especially, 
now work on plastic -but that to Sarah, is 
an unrewarding medium. “I hate plastic," 
she says. “It's far too slithery. There’s 
something absolutely wonderful about 


Nature notes 


engraving on wood: the marvellous crunch- 
ing.” Ranged on her work bench is a set of 
spe cialis ed tools like tiny chisels - a scor- 
pei; a spitstickec a tint-tool and a graver or 
burin, lb a layman they all look much the 
same, with devilishly sharp points, but 
each has its particular role. 

The start of any engraving is a series of 
drawings. “Because you’re working to a set 
size, you need to re-draw and re-draw and 
re-draw to get the composition right” she 
says. “The risk is that this may deaden the 
picture, so you have to make a conscious 
effort to keep the drawing lively." 

She traces the finished sketch on to the 

hlnok through t ransfer pnppr— and away she 

goes, obviously cutting with care, but some- 
times also at speed. “It's often much better 
if you do fly at it” she says. “That way you 
get a bit of spontaneity going “ The finished 
block - the result of at least a week’s solid 
wort-goes under a mighty, cast-iron press 
dating from 1840 - and as many prints can 
be run off as are needed for an edition. 

Every cut an engraver makes lets light 
into the picture. As one beginner said, “You 


the amphibians arouse from 
winter hibernation and head 
for their traditional spawning 
grounds in boggy areas, 

8 which can be 
several 
kilometres 
from where 
they have 
spent the cold 
months tucked 
down under log- 
piles or in thick 
; undergrowth. 


It is the seasonal warming 
of the air that gets Bicfo bufo 
going. Toads tend to set off 
on their perilous journey 
when the temperature 
reaches 5C or more, and 
unfortunately they prefer to 
move at dusk - now around 
5pm. Since they cannot jump, 
like frogs, but only hop or 
walk, they may take 10 
minutes to cross a road, 
which puts them at risk 
from rush-hour traffic. In 


recent years, to minimise 
casualties, well-wishers such 
as the charity Froglife have 
built them 15 underpasses at 
various danger points. 

Adult toads are relatively 
safe from predators such as 
faxes because a chemical in 
their skin m a k e s them foul- 
tasting; but mortality among 
tadpoles and toadlets is high, 
and the last attempt at a 
census, carried out by 
volunteer patrols and 
organised by Froglife in 1996, 
suggested that the species 
as a whole is declining. 


feel like God: let there be light, and there is, 
light!" The penalty is that you cannot afford 
■ to mflkp mistakes- Once an area of the sur- 
face has been excised, it cannot be replaced. 

Boxwood is too expensive for students to 
learn on. “You must give them something 
reasonably cheap,” says Sarah. “Other- 
wise they feel they’re cutting into a piece of 
gold.” The best alternative is lemon wood 
- a collective term for several varieties. On 
a recent course at Dartington Hall in Devon 
she was amazed by the lack of inhibition with 
which her 14 learners pitched in. each 
finishing two or three engravings in 
the weekend. 

She was also surprised by a snippet of 
news that one of her own pieces elicited. 
When she showed a print of chickens 
foraging under maize, somebody came up 
with the slightly sinister information that 
pheasants, which normally love maize, will 
not go near crops grown from genetically 
modified seed 

Until recently Sarahwas Chairman of the 
Society of Wood Engravers, which has 70 
members and organises an annual touring 
exhibition. This yean after a “tremendous- 
ly successful” start at the Victoria Gallery 
in Bath, the show is now in Canterbury. One 
of its attractions, she finds, is that it is en- 
livened by engravings from non-members 
in Eastern Europe and Russia, where 
•artists have broken away from the Bewick 
tradition into adventurous new fields. 

Yet some of her own work is anything but 
representational One enjoyable commission 
was to illustrate books of the Old Testament 
for a Reader’s Digest edition of the Bible. 
She left her depiction of Jonah to the 
last because she felt it would be the 
most fun - and sure enough, it is a triumph, 
with the old boy looking incredibly crafty 
as he scoots along hr the belly of the 
speeding whale. 

The Society ofWood Engravers’ exhibition 
is at the Royal Museum and Art Gallery, 
High Street, Canterbury, until 13 March 


Anna Payor d 


THINGS ARE on the move in 
the garden. Before they 
move too far, consider what 
needs to be pruned: 

Abella: Cut out branches 
that have died back or been 
damaged through winter. 
Make the cut just above a 
new green shoot. On 
overgrown bushes, thin out 
some of the old wood. 

Abies: No regular pruning 
is required but you must not 
let the tree develop a forked 
top with two leading shoots. 
Where this has happened, 
cut off one of the pair of 
leaders as close Lo the main 
trunk as you can. 

Abutilon: On outdoor 
plants, cut back any dead or 
damaged shoots. 
Conservatory plants need 
tougher treatment if they 
are not to outgrow their 
space. Cut back the main 
branches by half and 
reduce all the laterals to 
about -tin. 

Berberls: No regular 
pruning is necessary, but 
you can cut back long 
straggly growths where they 
are in the way. To 
rejuvenate old, overgrown 
specimens, take out one or 
two stems at ground level 
each year. 

Bougainvillea: Best done 
in Februaiy, but if you have 
forgotten, act now. Shorten 
all the main growths by a 
third and cut back all the 
laterals close to the base. 

Cut out weak, straggly 
growths altogether. 
Buddleia: Cut all growths 
back to within a few inches 
of the old wood. 

Camps is: Hard prune this 
rampant climber by cutting 
back the previous year's 
growths to within a few 
inches of where they started. 
Caryopterls: Prune strong 
growth hard back to new 
buds at the base. Cutout 
weak growths altogether. 
Chimonanthus: Free- 
standing shrubs can be left 
to their own devices. Wall- 
trained specimens need 
some pruning. Cut back all 
the shoots that have 
flowered to within A few 
inches of their starting 
points. 

Citrus: No regular pruning 
is required, but the heads of 
growth on standards may 
need shaping. Cut back over 
do minan t, shoots to maintain 
a rounded profile. 

Cotlnus: No regular 
pruning is needed, but you 
can cut out or shorten 
straggly growths now to keep 
the bush in good shape. 
Eucalyptus: If you want to 
grow this as a bush rather 
than a tree, cut back all the 
growths to ground level 
now. This treatment means 
that the bush will only 
produce rounded juvenile 
foliage. Some gardeners 
prefer this to the long, 
adult leaves. 

Continues next week , 


Prujningltime is here again 

At last there’s something to dl in the garden. So get out those shears. By Ursula Buchan 


WHE INDEPENDENT 

« ww « HOW TO ORDER Fill m itx 1 coupon jnJ 
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IT IS an iropy of gardening tiff 
that we have most tuns t< 
spend in the garden when t lere 
are the smallest numbe - d 
tasks to be done. 

February is the month ? lea 
there is least else to disl ad 
me, yet when 1 prowl aroun< the 
gaiiten looking for things t do 
I aiflftrced to discount mo t of 
them as unsuitable. It is do 
eariy to sow seeds in sex len 
ground, stake perennials dr 
mow. A mild, damp winter, s ch 
as we have just experience is 

the very devfl, for it encoura es 

precocious weed growth, et 
the soil is too wet for congei al 
and easy weeding. Thank go T 
ness, then, for suramr- 
flowering deciduous shrus 
which need to be pruned andb 
give me something to do- l 

Pruning late-summer-floT 
ering shrubs, in fact, malte 
falling off a log look a ^ang^, 
ouslv complicated procedure 
'■bse plants that flower aftel 
midsummer almost all do so on 
“wood” tie shoots) that art 
“made" lie grow) this season 
rather than fast Prtrnmg these; 
therefore consists of cul £ n f 
back all the old shoots, which 




pruning clematis isn’t as difficult as it may seem GPL 

flowered last year in order a suitable case for this treat- 
both to make room for new ment is Buddleia davitMi, 
shoots and also to give the which flowers in July and Aug- 
plant an enormous stimulus. usL Ctf course, hwffl flower even 

Most plants which require this if left unpinned but, in the con- 
treatment have already begun text of the garden, the old in- 
to show “breaking" buds, so the junction “keep your shrubs 
pnmer has a guide; he or she young" is a valid one. The way 
need only cut just above these to prune buddleia is to cut bad: 
incipient leaves, to stimulate the tong, flowered stems to the 
them into growth and, ulti- permanent framework close to 
mately, flower. ■ the ground, and cut to ground- 

The best-known example of level one or two of the oldest 


branches, if they have become 
woody, hollow and congested. 
Buddleias are a good shrub to 
practise on if you've never done 
this sort of thing before, be- 
cause their vigour means that 
you can be pretty drastic. 

Once you see how easyit is, 
have a go at Caryopteris x 
clandonensis, Ceratostigma 
loWmotiianum. , Iavatera, Per- 
ovskia atriyUesfolia, and the 
summer-flowering spiraeas 
. such as Sjaponica as welL 

This principle of pruning ap- 
plies also to autumn-fruiting 
raspberries, such as ‘Autumn 
Bliss' and ‘September’. These 
are specially quick-growing 
varieties, capable of doing the 
whole business between Feb- 
ruary and September If you cut 
back the existing shoots al- 
most to ground level new ones 
will grow up rapidly and 
strongly to replace them. 

All I have said applies to 
clematis that flower after mid- 
summer Clematis, like roses, 
seem to promise endless diffi- 
culties and complications in 
their pruning but in fact the 
basic rules of pruning should 
not be abandoned but on the 


contrary, rigorously obeyed. 
Late- summer flowers (what 
are known as Group 3 dematis), 
are pruned hard to encourage 
this season's growth. Cut toe 
stems back to a pair of good 
buds less than 1ft <30cm) from 
the ground. 

You don't have to be too per- 
nickety about it; if your clema- 
tis is in a real tangle, you can 
grab a bunch of stems and dip 
straight with toe secateurs, as 
if you were an old-fashioned 
Army barbec It seems callous 
to cut away “breaking” buds, I 
know, but there is no helping it 
with a climber that comes to life 
so eariy in the year. 

After an agreeable after- 
noon spent pruning dematis 
and other shrubs, you will have 
agooddealoflmerdfullylighD 
rubbish to get rid of. If you are 
in the habit of shredding your 
dippings, oryou live in a district 
where you are allowed to put 
them on a bonfire, leave them 
in a heap for a while fast, to give 
the small birds in your garden 
the chance to find suitable mat- 
erial for their nests. 

That way everybody in the 
garden is happy 


(Corylus Contorta) ■ Just £10.95 inc p&p 



HOW TO ORDER Fill m liw coupon and 
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The Corkscrew Hazel (Corylus Contorta) has the most fascinating 
twisted branches. It has delightful yellow catkins from January to 
April and Is invaluable Tor winter colour. It is slow growing, reach- 
ing eventually 10'. The secret is to keep it at a manageable S* - 6' 
and crop branches for dried vase arrangements. On the continent 
the Corkscrew Hazel is grown en masse for flower arrangers. 
The price for one of these delightful shrubs is just £1055 inc p&p. 
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Blooms 
in the 
USA 

Touring the States to publicise her 


new book, ‘The Tulip’, Anna Pavord 


discovers cacti and 16th-century art 


I have just returned from a tulip growers, the Roozens and the 
roller-coaster ride through Lefebers, to be here, still growing, 
the States in die wake of 1 was too eariy for the Tulip 
The Tulip. We sometimes festival (2-18 April), but skulked 
tease Americans for their instead in Scotts Bookstore in Ml 
If-this-is-Saturday^-it-must- Vernon, an undisturbed town with 
be-Stratford tours. Mine good turn-of-the-<^tury buddings. 


I have just returned from a 

roller-coaster ride through 

the States in die wake of 
The Tulip. We sometimes 
tease Americans for their 
If-this-is-Saturday^-it-must- 
be-Stratford tours. Mine 
was far more absurd. Last Monday 
it was not only Minneapolis, but 
Milwaukee as well 

At this time of year; it is impossi- 
ble to think of the place as a single 
country: A plane may whisk you in 
a few hours from San Francisco to 
Wisconsin, but it is more difficult to 
set your mind at the same speed. In 
the morning, I would be admiring tbe 
bizarre sight of Magnolia oampbeSUi 
spreading its vast pink blooms over 
a collection of buge cacti. In the 
afternoon, 1 would be standing in a 
b lizzar d with the ground under my 
feet frozen 2ft deep. 

British gardeners tend to intro- 
duce themselves by means of their 
soil. “How do you do? Tm on day.” 
“Oh poor you! Tm slightly add 
sand." Americans talk zones. “Hi! 
Chuck’s the name. Zone Five. Six, if 
Tm lucky" But you soon get the bang 
ofiL Britain is so tiny that almost the 
whole of it sits in what American 
gardeners recognise as Zone 8, with 
winter temperatures rarefy below 10- 
20F (-12 to-7C). Only the driest bits 
of Scotland qualify for Zone 7. 

Being so small (and so obsessed 
with gardens), we are also used to 
having garden guides that tell us 
where to visit, whether in Cornwall 
or Caithness. Ybu need to work 
harder to get similar information in 
the States. But if you're in the Pac- 
ific north west, look for Gardeners 
on the Go: Seattle by Stephanie 
Fteeney. You’ll find plenty of ideas for 
tours around Puget Sound, taking in 
nurseries, places to eat and good 
bookshops as well as gardens. 

We had a fabulous drive up the 
coast north of Seattle with the snow- 
covered Cascade mountains glit- 
tering almost all the way to the 
Skagit Valley. Xbe Skagit is the 
greatest tulip-growing area in the 
States, so 1 was drawn there as 
irresistibly as a surfer to California. 

I did not expect, though, to find 
descendants of two great Dutch 


tulip growers, the Roozens and the 
Lefebers, to be here, still growing. 

I was too early for the Tulip 
^festival (2-18 April), but sfcnlked 
instead in Scotts Bookstore in Mt 
Vernon, an undisturbed town with 
good turn-of-tbe-century buildings. 
I felt as though I had wandered on 
to the film set of a dislocated West- 
ern and half-expected Gary Cooper 
to lope through the doors of the 
store. No such hide, but the oompen- 
sation was a wonderful sweetcom 
chowder in the bookstore's eafe. 

If you are in Mt Vernon in April, 
make for the Lefeber Bulb Com- 
pany’s 25-acre bulb field and its Bttie 
Museum of Dilip History. 'ItaJip- 
growing started in this area in 1906, 
when Mary Brown Stewart planted 
the first coinm«^ial bulb crcp. Last 
year more than 40 million bulbs left 
the valley, many of them sold to 
Holland. Go to the Roozengaarde, 
too, to wander in the immaculately 
maintained display garden. 

I^ss familiar to us -except under 
glass - are cactus gardens. I was 
staggered by the beauty and 
strangeness of the cactus garden at 
the Huntington in San Marino, 
California. I knew there was a great 
library there, but had not realised 
there was also a vast garden (and a 
house stuffed with treasures). 

The cactus garden is only one of 
tbe many different gardens sur- 
rounding the library, and the people 
there were keenest forme to see the 
Japanese garden. Cactus gardens 
are nothing to them and it was 
difficult to PTc plam to Californians 
why I found their mass plantings of 


Useful book: Gardeners on die 
Go: Seattle by Stephanie Feeney 
(Cedarcroft Press, $15.95). 

For Information on the 
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival ■ 
contact the Festival Office, PO 
Box 1784. Mt Vernon, WA 98273 
(001 360 428 5959), for a free 
brochure (with a map). Hie 
Lefeber Bulb Co is at 14379 State 



Mass plantings of cacti may be common-or-garden in California, but to tbe British, they are a revelation Huntington Libraj 


cacti so spectacular; used in huge 
drifts and stands, as we might lay out 
a shrubbery or flower border, they 
became heroic. And Td always sup- 
posed I didn’t much care for cacti. 

In Washington, it was still too 


Route 536, Memorial Hwy, Mt 
Vernon (001 360 424 6234). The 
Roozengaarde (now part of the 
massive Washington Bulb Co) is 
at 15867 Beaver Marsh Rd, Mt 
Vernon (001 360 424 8531). 

The Huntington Library and 
Garden is at 1151 Oxford Rd, 

San Marino, CA 91108. Admis sion 
free. Open daily (001 626 405 2135). 


dully to garden anywhere but under 
glass. In the huge conservatory of 
Brookside Gardens on (he outskirts, 
I eyed up orchids that seemed quite 
tadicrousty lavish compared with the 
pinched, cold landscape outside. The 


begonias here were superb, too. 
Plants that are growing happily 
also seem to transmit those feelings 
to us. Converse^ stressed plants 
mab us cross and anxious. 

My final treat was the National 


lo get to Brookside Gardens 

take the Washington Beltway to 
Exit 31A. Fbllow Georgia Avenue 
north for three miles 
and turn right at Randolph Rd. 
At the second set of lights take 
another right on to Glen Alan 
Avenue. The gardens are three 
quarters of a mile. Open daily. 
Admissio n free. 


Tbe National Gallery of Art 

is on Constitution Avenue 
between 3rd and 7th St, 
Washington NW Closest subway 
station: Archives-Navy 
Memorial Open Mon-Sat (iOam- 
5pm) Sun (Ilam-6pm). 
Admission free. From. Botany to 
Bouquets is until 31 May (001 202 
737 4215). 


Gallery of Art in Washington, wh 
the great East Budding by 1M fti 
(he of the Louvre pyramid). 

The gallery is stuffed w r h 
C&zannes and Monets, but my gal 
was the From Botany to BouqUts 
exhibition. Its aim is to reveal pe 
shifting ground of Flemish rid 
Dutch flower paintings of the pte 
16th and early 17th centuries At 
what stage (fid science turn intcut? 
The drawing of a hellebore ji an 
Iconographica. Botanicae oH50Q 
was made when the namig of 
names had only just begin. Its 
purpose was to identity < 

There were also masas of 
painted tulips, the icons of tl£ age, 
by the best painters. The shoVisnot 
to be missed. Washingtonis oity six- 
and-a-half flying hours away. Jt tabes 
me longer to drive to Yorfcslire. 


CUTTINGS 


Nt WV l ROW Till! 

GxkorNTKs’ Willin' 

JANE AVSTEN fans hove nor 
always been pleased fay ft® 
liberties taken wife their . 
heroines work. Mr Danty : 
naked? The ideal But fa ' 
jane Austen and the 
English Landscape ty . 
Mavis Batey tBaro Ebns;- r' 
£19.99) they wifi Soda rajtffo 
sympathetic interprotatioB.’ 
Mavis Batey shows that 
jane Austen evideitityfavtf 
“scampering about the : ^ 
country" as Miss Btagcp *•?: 
scathingly put it ^ 

Tbe erudite author 
explains how much of .. . 
Austen’s description 
Darcy’s place, FteMhjX* v 
depended on her knowledge 




Mr Darcy naked? 

/The ideal 
i . 

of William Gilpin, the 
English clergyman who 
pioneered the idea of the ■*. 
picturesque landscape. 

This is a marvellous book 
- scholarly, well produced 
and well illustrated. 

the winter lecture series 
continues at the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, 
when Phil Lusby of the 
RBGE, an expert in the rare 
plants of Scotland, shows 
how the project he manages 
is helping to save Scotland's 
most threatened plants. His 
lecture is on 11 March at 
3pm in the Lecture Theatre 
at the Royal Botanic 
Garden. No booking. No 
charge. Just turn up. 

THE ORCHID festival being 
held at Kew Gardens is an 
astonishing spectacle. 
Thousands of these exotic ■ 
wonders are on display, with 
special exhibits of species 
such as the Dracula orchid, 
which mimics the smell of 
rotting flesh in order to 
attract insects to pollinate 
it Not many of us can get to 
the cloud forests of Central 
and Squth America where 
these plants come from. 

Kew isja train ride away. 

The festival continues until 
28 March. For details, call 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


BIX: 6171 293 2505 
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Showground 
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Beautiful displays of plants and flowers by leading specialists. 
Horticultural Sundries and Rant Maitets with the experts an hand 
to answer queries, 
largest DaffodB Show In the North. 

Earty Season Tulip Show. 

Superb displays of Flower Arrangements. 

Rural Arts and Crafts, Yorkshire Pantry & Fine Country Foods. 

A £2 KEmiCTrnw is AVAILABLE ON TICKETS 
BOOKED BEFORE NOON ON 16TH APRIL 1999 
Free on-site Parking and Courtesy Buses - Fii Wheelchair Access. 
ExceBenf Indoor Catering and Fast Food Court. 

SORRY - NO DOGS ALLOWED 

For further Information Contact. 

North of England Horttcufturoi Society 
4a South Park Road. Harrogate, HG1 4KQ 
Tel: (01423) 561049 Fax: (01423) 536880 
emafl rito@ftowashow.ofg.uk www.flowerahow.org.uk 

Chatty No 702017 
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For more information on our <?%?> SUPER DIRT BARRIER 
Hfil please contact 
WATSON FLOORMATS 

Uversedga MU, Hudcfcrsftefci Road, aa t y Wo n t, Mbflekf, 
West YoritaWra WF14 9DQ. TEL/FAX: PI 924 489778 

a* VETERINARY BEDDING 

now available fron WATSONS. JR* 
Bast quality. Available far 3 colours. 

WW For samples telephone 01924 498778 kM 



Fora 

FREE copy 
of cur new 
catalogue of 
Chrysanthemums, 
D ahlias, 
Geraniums, 
Fuchsias, Pinks 
and many new 
patio plants 

PHONE: 0X386 833022 


or write to: 


WOOLMANS, DEPT IN 
FREEPOST SWC2282 
EVESHAM, WR11 5ZD 
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THE TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER 

THE DOOR MAT THAT REALLY WORKS 
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Spttiai collection 
10 Amgtt Pelargonium pinna £IS 
tod. pop. aud catalogue. 
Offer Cbtes Feb. 28th “99 

Swaidand Nurseries 
Specialist gunners since 1949 
Beech Hill Road. Swsntand HUM 3QY 
Ttk 01432 633670 


CONSERVATORY TOO HOT ? 


Keeps out Heat & Glare - but allows light in! 

Suitable for all types of conservatory 

v Miiiufttuncf Free 

• Free InstiDiaou ^ 

; * MuiouwkJe Ccn ciage 


Tdepbone 07071 223 629 NOW far iabmukm pack 
ormanange fora DoobUpboa sarve^A qvocancc 

liofaacie Asmings Ltd __ 

^eorra.. Pnniles ChambcB 1 USL 

85 High Sum 
T toWdgeWeDiTNl 1YG 


Qassified advertising also 
appears on page 9. 
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DOORMAT 
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FREEPHONE 0800 072 2300 1 FAX 0800 072 2900 

Turtles MatGompanv 

92A Khgs ftoai ISngsfcn, Sucrqr KT2 Sri (Defri SAT1 (W» fJH 8 CTrt^ 

Rare & Unusual 

Vfe specialise in Pelargoniums and have an exceptional 
range, bred far colour and performance, including some 
excellent overseas species. Catalogue: £1 JOincL p&p 
(why out order by phone and card.) 
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Unit 1, Moon Industrial Estate, Beech 


1 3 PAT# * 


-> Wbod or UPVc 
->Free Planning 
Family owned Company 
■♦No gimmicks, just low Prices 
-♦ Our own fitters & builders 
-♦ Full Ten Year Guarantee 
PHONE NOW FOR FREE QUOTE 

S. L. CONSERVATORIES 


0800 073 5741 all 


DO YOUR BIT! 











TRAVEL 


Independent advice for the Independent traveller: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 

Wet T-shirts are welcome here 



The beaches of 


legendary. But 


Tricia Bowker 


went there to 


embrace glorious 


mud and rain 


N o, really! This is the 
dry zone," insisted 
our guide as the 
rain beat heavily on 
the roof of the bus 
and our group 
drove i nl a nd , away from Sri Lanka’s 
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self could enjqy a holiday during the 
tail-end of the monsoon but, wan- 
dering in the warm rain around the 
ruins of the island’s ancient ca pital 
Polonnaruwa, had me converted. 

The 10 other people in my group 
felt the same way. We hadn't met be- 
fore setting off on this oxganised tour 
of Sri Lanka. In fact, we discovered 
that we cstme from different parts of 
the UK and from all manner of pro- 
fessions and, in terms of age, we 
ranged from early twenties to early 
fifties. What we did have in common, 
however was a mutual desire to 
spend our fortnight in Sri T^mha 
doing more than lying on one of its 
wonderful beaches. 

When it rained again the next day 
as we cyded through the tiny villages 
surrounding our hotel at Giritale, we 
SSntemplated the beach and doubts 
about our choice surfaced. These 
were soon washed away, however 
Soaked through and covered in 
mud, this was one of the most in- 
vigorating holidays Fd ever been on. 
The cycling was interspersed with 
regular breaks to take shelter under 
palm trees and drink from freshly 
opened coconuts. Along die way we 
were greeted by smiling children 
and, further on, passed a hundred 
ca* so soldiers on a training exercise, 
face down in the paddy fields. 

Bade at the hotel restaurant that 
evening Anna queried an item on 
the menu. The waiter explained 
that “Fish from the Tank” didn’t 
mean the goldfish that 'we had 
passed on the way in, but the vari- 
ous fish that swam their way around 
the artificial lake opposite. Originally 
seated for irrigation in the fourth 
Ventury the tank is still an impres- 
sive sight today. 

Thanks to all the rain our boat trip 
on the “tank” was cancelled but the 
following morning we travelled on 
into “the wet zone" and, ironically 



F^ack your trank and head for Sri Lanka: the winning wildlife picture In the Vfenderiust/Independent travel photography competition 


the sun finally came out Now the 
coconut palms seemed taller and the 
banana plants more lush and green. 
Along the way we stopped off at tiny 
isolated fruit stalls to try out fruit 
never seen bade in local Safeways: 
apple crum b le-flavoured custard 
apples, pink, crunchy jambos, and 
knobbly slippery jackfruit, which you 
either love or hate. 

We arrived in Kandy, the main 
town in the hill country; to find that 
the important Buddhist shrine, the 
‘Tfemple of the Troth", was covered 
in scaffolding following a Tamil 
Tiger' bomb last year - though this 
was the only sign of any ethnic 
violence we encountered. 

In fact, everyone we met during 
our travels was extremely friendly 
and happy, and keen to make con- 
tact Itwas almost impossible to pass 
anyone without having to respond to 
the questions “Bonbons?”, “School 
pen?" or “Married?”, depending on 


the age of the person asking the 
questions (my travelling companion 
Ruth must have had at least 10 mar- 
riage proposals by the end of the 
trip). It seemed that the locals were 
as fascinated by us as we were by 


them. One evening as we wan- 
dered outside the riverside rest- 
house at Belihuloya, spotting 
fireflies in the trees, we heard cheer- 
ing from a restaurant A large group 
of locals were gathered around a 


television set jumping around in ex- 
citement as they watched a cricket 
match against England. The at- 
mosphere was just like being in an 
En glish pub during the World Cup. 

We had another; less pleasant 


INDIA 


■ THE ONLY 
direct flights 
between the 
UK and Sri 
Lank an capitals are - 
on Air Lanka (0171- 
930 4688), which has 
six non-stop flights 
each way every 
week. The lowest 
return fares are 
available through 
discount agents. 


Airline Network 
(0800 747000) is 
quoting £417 for 
travel outbound on 
the Air Lanka flight 
on Wednesdays; on 
other days the fare 
is £20 more. 
TYaflfinders (0171- 
938 3366) has a fore 
of £405 on Kuwait 
Airways, £433 on 
Emirates; these 


require a change of 
planes in the Gulf. 

Red cape: British 
visitors to Sri Lanka 
do not require visas 
for short-term visits. 

More information: 

Sri Lanka Tburism, 
22 Regent Street, 
London SW1Y 4QD 
(tel 0171-930 2627). 
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reminder of Britain when we arrived 
at the town of Nuwara Eliya. Our 
guide expected us to be impressed 
by this area he called “Little Eng- 
land”, with its golf course and old- 
fashioned post office, but most of the 
group felt uncomfortable here and 
were glad to move south the next day 
to the Sinharaja Nature Reserve. 

At 5am, we happily woke up for a 
walkthrough the virgin rainforest of 
the Reserve. The lush tropical 
plants and flowers were filled with 
black and white courting butterflies, 
a luminous gold and red Insect 
which our guide had never seen 
before and the sounds of monkeys 
and strange birds - as well as the 
rather less lovely leeches. 

Our walk led us to a jungle lodge 
where we helped to grind coconut 
and cut up bitter gourd, snake gourd, 
loofah and other unrecognisable 
vegetables. These were to be the 
ingredients fro our delicious rice and 


John Dinham 

cuny lunch which we ate, as we had 
been told to, with our fingers. 

Another 5am start beckoned- We 
all piled into jeeps to set off to look 
for elephants. A pregnant elephant 
is quite an amazing sight, and so 
were the peacocks perched on top 
of trees, basking crocodiles, water 
buffalo, monkeys and the dinosaur- 
like land monitor. 

The next animals we saw were 
cows, strolling gently up and down 
as we lay sunning ourselves on the 
sand at Ahangama - well, we had to 
test out one of the island’s idyllic 
beadies before we left for home. 

ZVicia Bowker paid £595 far a 16- 
day 'Hallowed Island' tour of Sri 
Lanka with Tmvdbag Adventures 
(01420 542007). The cost included re- 
turn flights from LondonHeathrow : . 
ad. accommodation, some meals 
and the services of a group leader 
throughout (he trip 
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TRAGEDY STRIKES deep. The 
feelings of every traveller will 
go out to the families of the 
tourists who died in Uganda 
this week. Beyond those indi- 
vidual calamities, though, there 
are wider tragedies yet to 
emerge from the events in 
Bwindi National Park. 

The first repercussion will be 
for the people of Uganda. Hav- 
ing suffered dreadfully in the 
<Past three decades, they were 
at last enjoying some benefits 
from increasing tourism. As 
anyone who has been to that 
sari, beautiful country will know, 
Uganda offers superb scenery 
and entrancing wildlife. 

More significantly, visitors 
meet a people whose generos- 
ity of spirit is truly humbling. 
Tburism will never become the 
economic salvation of Uganda 
but word was spreading among 
travellers about the joys of the 
country and earnings were be- 
ginning to rise. 

Second, despite the Ugandan 
efforts to seek out and punish 
the perpetrators, a strong mes- 
sage has gone out to other 
guerrilla factions around the 
world. The moral that men of 
violence will take from this 
afrual attack is that by aiming 
a!Se softest of targets - people 


on holiday - you can damage 
the economy of the host nation, 
and strike out by proxy against 
other world powers. The only 
surprise is that it has taken so 
long for anti-government ele- 
ments to follow the lead of the 
Shinin g Path in Peru, who 
wounded their country’s econ- 
omy by explicitly targeting 
tourists in the Eighties. 

The third tragedy would be 
if these awful events deterred 
us travellers from visiting re- 
gions perceived to be unsafe. 
Before you conclude that the 
risk of adventure tourism is too 
High, put events such as this at- 
tack - and the tragedy in 
Yemen last yean when four 
travellers died - in perspective. 

Statistically few of the 500 or 

so British travellers who wffl efie 
abroad this year will be victims 
of wanton violence. Instead, 
you should be concerned about 
much more mundane worries, 
such as swimming - about 60 
Brits drown abroad each yean 
But your main focus should be 
on the skills of local drivers. 

Road accidents are by far the 
single largest killer of British 
travellers abroad. Fatal crash- 
es are alarmingly common in 
many of our favourite holiday 
destinations: Egypt, Kenya, Sri 
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SIMON CALDER 

It's important to put 
in perspective the 
tragic events in 
Uganda and Yemen 


Lanka, Morocco and Turkey all 
feature in the top 10 of most 
lethal roads. 

The cult of the car is scary. In 
Bolivia, vehidess are endowed 
with their own personalities 
and baptised by local dergy in 
a ceremony which goes: “Bless 
this car. May the driver drive in 
a Christian way. May the motor 
not use too much petrol." This 
blessing does little to alleviate 
the traffic chaos and dreadful 
driving in and around La Paz. 

In normal times, the biggest 
threat to human life in Uganda 
is the matutu. It comprises a 
minib us generally occupied by 
too many passengers and too 
ambitious a driver. While wait- 
ing to collect a Ugandan visa at 
the Hi gh Commission in Trafal- 
gar Square, I leafed through the 
i Kampala daflty New Wsion. The 
newspaper was crammed full of 
accounts of road a cd dents, in- 
cluding one grisly tale of six 
men who were taking the body 
of a friend - killed in a crash a 
few days earlier - for buriaL 
Their pick-up truck collided 
with a matutu. All six were 
killed along with several pas- 
sengers in the minibus. 

The single most effective 
measure that any traveller can 
take is to minimise the amount 
of road travel in countries with 
high accident rates. If the 
tourist office won’t tell you how 
bad the drivers are, an otijective 
source such as The Econ- 
omist's World in Figures wilL 


IF THE tales in an excellent 
book on tourism security are 
emulated it seems the awful 
events in Uganda could be used 
to promote alternative desti- 
nations. In Tburism, Crime and 
International Security Issues, 
Abraham Pizam and Yoel 
Mansfeld describe the concept 
of “substitutahilify", whereby 
nearby destinations seek to 
prosper from instability; The 
book provides examples after 
the coup in Plji in 1987. The state 
of Queensland advertised its at- 
tractions with the slogan “Gold- 
en beaches, coconut palms and 
no coups". The Solomon Is- 
lands, meanw hile, announced 
“War ended in the Solomons in 
1945. Why risk Fiji?” 

“DOORS TO Manual" is the 
sassy title for Channel 4's new 
city break series (Wednesday 
8J30pmj, in which three groups 
of travellers have 48 hours to ex- 
perience a new destination. 

When a plane departs, cabin 
crew are told to set “doors to 
automatic", or to “arm doors". 


This means that in the event of 
a forced landing, opening the 
door triggers the inflatable 
escape slide. When the aircraft 
arrives safely at its destination, 
cabin crew are told to select the 
“doors to manual". Each must 
be switched from automatic 
operation -otherwise, as soon 
as the main cabin door opens, 
the emergency slide will 
inflate. This would prove both 
embarrassing and rather 
expensive. So crew must 
ensure that their opposite 
number on the other side of the 
cabin has set the door to 

manual — “CTOSS-Cheching". 

A pedant (see picture, 
above left) watching the 
opening titles will have noted 
the phrase “Cabin crew, cross- 
check, doors to manual” in the 
style of a stewardess. This is 
like telling a motorist to “drive 
away and start the engine"; 
until the doors are switched to 
m anual, there is nothing to 
cross-check. 

Perhaps I should get out 
more often. 


Something To Declare 
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Tea, coffee or an escape slide? Scottish Daily Record 


News From The travel world 


True or false: flying 
Aeroflot is cheap and 
cheerful? 

True. You can get from 
Heathrow to Kathmandu 
for £341 return - with the 
chance of meeting the star 
of a docusoap. The Russian 
airline offers this fare on its 
weekly flight to the 
Nepalese capital, via 
Moscow and Shaijah, 
through the discount agent 
IMS Travel (0171-224 4678). 
And before you shudder at 
the thought of travelling 
with one of the world's less 
celebrated airlines, you 
should know that Aeroflot 
has improved enormously. 

On a recent flight, the 
clean and comfortable 
aircraft took off and landed 
on time. In-flight service 
included a free alcoholic 
drink (or drinks, in some 
cases), tasty food, efficient 
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and obliging cabin staff and 
capable pilots whose skills 
produced a very gentle 
landing at Heathrow - a 
doddle after coping with the 
ice and snow at Moscow. 

By taking a sleeping bag 
the necessary eight-hour 
overnight wait in the 
transit lounge at Moscow's 
Sheremetyevo airport on 
the return leg passed very 
quickly until the arrival of 
the free breakfast 

The downside was a lack 
of in-flight entertainment 
but a good book and people- 
watching compensated for 
this - that and failing to get 
an upgrade from Jeremy 
Sprake of BBCl’s Airport 
feme; I met the star of the 
fly-on-the-wall 
documentary at his usual 
post supervising Aeroflot 
check-in at Heathrow. 

william Batten 


Bargain of the week: 

the best transatlantic air 
fore. ever. 

The sub-£150 barrier has 
finally been breached, for 
flights from Heathrow to 
Boston in April and May. 

The winter crop of ridicu- 
lously cheap tickets across 
the Atlantic usually ends 
shortly before Easter. But to 
fill its new Boston flight, start- 
ing 5 April, United Airlines is 
selling return flights to the 
New England city for a pre- 
posterously low £148. 

It is available through dis- 
count agents such as Quest 
Worldwide (0181-546 6000>, 
rather than direct with the 
airline. You must book ty 19 
March, and fly outbound by 
the end of May. 

Fbr comparison, a return 
standard class rail ticket from 
London to Berwick costs £150. 

Simon Calder 



Diye into Egypt’s 
Deepest Attraction 
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You’ll never know what you’ll 
find in the Red Sea 

Qtder chan Egtprt man-made constructions arc 
chose chat have been created beneath the crystal 
dear, warm waters of the Red Sea. 

The onfy enclosed coral sea in the world offers a 
saving array of flora and fauna. And in die unSVdy 
e*eni chat you need a break jou on ahv^s cake an 
excursion to vine those "modem 1 constructions. 
With prices from £364 (inducting diving package) 
you won’t need to take a deep breath. 

For reservations and more information 
call: 0181 222 7M0, 
e-maikdhing@hayes^arvisxorrt 
or contact your travel agent. 
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A sanctuary 
for the spirit 

Accompanied by an inspirational female guide, 


Ruth Rosselson realised her dream to trek in Nepal 


D oing a trek in Nepal 1 -»? eyes than from any breathtessnes 

had been an ambi- ^ Fbr the distant fishtail mounts 

don of mine ever \ which had becfeoned every moran 

since I met some ft? now towered over me, huge at 

people who had f w E Ffti «. majestic, 

trekked there. Fm My feeling of achievement ws 
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D oing a trek in Nepal 
had been an ambi- 
tion of mine ever 
since I met some 
people who had 
trekked there Fm 
not a particularly physical person 

and w alking up R mountain far flayg; 

seemed a daunting prospect - but 
still it became something I aspired 
to. As 1 wanted to travel alone, I 
needed a guide, and decided to 
find a Nepalese woman who could 
accompany me. 

Altho ugh t his wfts ?>n imugual am - 
bition, I managed to find a phone 
number for a t rekking agency in 
Pokfaara that was run by three sis- 
ters. I contacted them on my arrival 
in Kathmandu and, luckily discov- 
ered that one of the sisters was free 
to take me. 

Dicky, was 32, the middle sister 
and unmarried (she could not have 
done herjob otherwise). She bad a 
round friendly face, shoulder-length 
black hair and a contagious laugh. 
At five foot one, she was barely 
an inch taller than me and we got on 
immediately. 

I had chosen the Annapurna 
Sanctuary trek because it was sup- 
posed to offer excellent views. The 
guide books all said it required a 
moderate fitness level; unfortu- 
nately; on the first day, as we began 
the ascent from the valley floor; I <fis- 
coveredzqy assessment of iqy phys- 
ical condition had been a little 
optimistic. Dick? proved herself by 
being encouraging and supportive, 
making sure she paced herself to my 
speed and reassuring me that I 
was capable of what lay ahead. 

The captivating scenery helped to 
spur me on. Small, delicate purple 
flowers surrounded us, and as we 
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200 miles 


walked higher; we were greeted 
with new views of the river and the 
valfoy. Meanwhile, the mountains 
ahead beckoned. By tbe end of the 
first day completely exhausted and 
feeling the strain, we arrived to 
spend the night in the village of Gan- 
druk. I felt as if 1 had already 
achieved something great 

That same feeling of exhilaration 
awaited me every time we arrived at 
our goal for the <foy- but it was noth- 
ing compared to the elation, satis- 
faction and sbeerjqy I felt on arriving 
at the Annapurna Sanctuary at six 
in the morning. 

We had woken at 4am under a 
completely clear sky peppered with 
the brightest stars I had yet seen. As 
the altitude had begun to make it- 
self known, I had found that I wasn’t 
sleeping as long or as well as a hard 
day’s walk necessitated. Despite 
this, I was beginning to get used to 
the walking, and to the weight of my 
backpack, and the walk to the An- 
napurna Base Camp (or ABC as it 
was affectionately known) wasn’t too 
hard, taking around two hours. Al- 
though I had to keep stopping, this 
was more out of reverence for the 
dawn-lit view unfolding before my 


qyes than from any breathlessness. 
Fbr the distant fishtail mountain 
whfoh had beckoned every morning 
now towered over me, huge and 
majestic. 

My feeling of achievement was 
enormous, and I bugged Dicky, 
knowing that I could not have made 
it without her strength and s upp ort 
Her faith in me had been unwaver- 
ing, even when mine deserted and 
started heading for the plane home. 
In feet, this was just one high point 
of many in my 12 days of trekking 
with Dicky. Her English was excel- 
lent and we were able to establish 
a close friendship d urin g that time. 
I learnt much about Nepalese and 
Hind u culture and, in exchange, 
also taught her some of the stranger 
ways and words of British life. 

Dicky was the only female guide 
1 met on the whole trek - not sur- 
prising considering the predomi- 
nantly male culture. On her guide- 
training course she was the only 
woman among more than one him, 
dred men. But her determination 
and love of the mountains had got 
her through and that enfiuisiasni 
was apparent throughout the trek, 
She was a rock of support, as well 
as being a practical help, ensuring 
all the food I ate was cooked prop- 
erty and hygieuicaljy. 

As she was the only woman guide 
around, she could not sleep in the 
same room as the male guides and 
so shared with main that way, I was 
never alone and she was more com- 
panion than guide. 'While the others 
played cards and drank during the 
evenings, Dicky ate with me, and we 
spent many evenings chatting to 
each other and the other trekkers. 

Although visitors don't neces- 
sarily need a guide for this partieu- 
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The captivating scenery on the Annapurna Sanctuary trek helps to keep you going 


lar trek, having Dicky travel along- 
side gave me far more access to local 
people, not least because she was 
able to translate for us. It also 
meant that white walking, when the 
going was slippery and difficult, 
Dicky’s hands were there, wauting to 
help me down or catch me if 1 felL 
Although this kind of interaction may 
have been acceptable with a mate 


guide, it would have been awkward 
and I would have felt unc om fort a ble 
with it 

I also knew that while 1 enjoyed 
the comparry of other trekkers in the 
evenings. I might have felt inade- 
quate travelling in a group during the 
day - as it was unlikely 1 could have 
matched the pace of most of them, 
and so would have ended up 


trekking alone, struggling to catch 
up. This way the pace and the agen- 
da was all mine. 

After 12 days of ups and downs (lit- 
erally as well as emotionally), I was 
read? to return to Pokhara eager for 
hot water and comfortable beds. 
Dicky, meanwhile, had one day’s 
rest before taking another new hope- 
ful on the route to the Sanctuary. 


Pat & Baiba Marrow/ 


The Chhetri Sisters arrange 
made treks vrith their female i 
fiom around £10 per day {fbod 
accommodation 

extra per day t. Contact them at 
Sisters Adventure Trekking “ 
Chhetri Sisters Guest House, 1 
side Kharane ftoWiara-6, Nepal 
Box 234 <30 977 31 34066 or e-m 
sistersSGi cnelwitnk.com.Tipl - 




She’s got the whole world in her hands 

A global organisation that encourages female friendship is joining in the celebrations for International Women’s Day. By Rachel Henry 


*TLL MEET you at the arrivals 
gate,” said Sandy DarralL Scary 
words from a US Customs Inspec- 
tor but Sandy wasn’t about to haul 
me off to a small, windowless room; 
she is a member of Women Wefcome 
Women World Wide (5W), the in- 
ternational friendship organisation, 
and had offered to put me up for a 
night at her home near Freeport, 
Grand Bahama. 

“You’ll see me - m be the big 
woman with short red hair;" she’d 
said on the telephone. When my 
plane landed, more than an hour 
late, she was there with a welcom- 
ing s m ite, waiting at the gate. 


Sandy has only recency joined 5W 
which has 2,600 members in 67 
countries. It’s a simple and dever 
idea. Vou send a donation - mini- 
mum £20 - to the 5W office in High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, and 
they send you a list of their mem- 
bers. You can then contact any 
member on that list, in aqy country, 
and ask to stay with them, or sug- 
gest meeting for dinner or coffee, 
whatever is acceptable to both par- 
ties. 'Vbur own draffs will go on the 
list -wito assurances of strict con- 
fidentiality-- and other members can 
contact you. But there’s no oblig- 
ation; if you don’t want a fellow mem- 


ber her husband and six children to 
stay you just say so. All arrange- 
ments are made privately. 

“5W tends to attract people who 
like travelling, and who are open to 
other cultures," said Jayne Spinks- 
Dear; 36, who joined 5W last yean 
Jayne, who fo deputy head of Wood- 
lands Schoolin Basildon. Essex, and 
her surveyor husband, Richard, 
have two children, Andrew, three, 
and one-year-old Kathiyn, who were 
“bom clutching passports”. 5W has 
members who welcome children 
(and husbands and partners), and 
last summer Jayne took Andrew and 
Kathryn to stay with 5W members 


in Germany. At half-term theywent 
to Brussels. “%u can do all sorts of 
things when you're staying with 
people who have local knowledge," 
she said, “and the children love it" 
On the other side of the world, in 
Hobart, Australia, 33-year-old Helen 
Storosta is about to set off on a six- 
monthtxfo to Europe. Fiffeen mem- 
bers responded to her request for 
contacts in the 5W newsletter One 
woman in Austria has offered to 
spend a week showing her the coun- 
try, and Helen will be staying with 
others in France and near %rfc “It’s 
easier to meet local people with 5\fl" 
she said. “That feeling of being 


made welcome, that makes a big dif- 
ference, especially when you're trav- 
elling on your own." Heather 
Cockrell, 61, of Gerrards Cross, 
Buckinghamshire, agreed. When 
she visited Hungary recently her 
hostess took her to places that 
“were not secret, just hidden"; they 
went swimming in hot cave springs 
up in the hills. 

5W was set up in 1984 by Frances 
Alexander; 63, a former teacher and 
currently mayor of High Wycombe. 
“When women join us," die said, 
“they and their famines become 
international And that in a global . 
village, is no bad thing.” 


Frances emphasised that 5W is 
not about cheap holidays, but about 
cross-cultural friendship. 

Members, who range in age from 
17 to 90, often write to 5W to say bow 
much they enjoyed a visit, as guest 
or hostess, but there is the occas- 
ional glitch, where cultures dash or 
when someone forgets to write a 
thank-you note. One member warns 
ofbathroom customs, when visitors 
come freon countries where lava toy 
paper goes into the bin rather than 
down the loo. 5W stresses that 
“dear communication is the key”. 

Women Welcome Women works 
on the basis that “friendship is the 


best passport”, and with the major- r . 
ity of members it works wefl, anT' 
local doors open wide. 

Sandy took me to meet her 
friends for a beach picnic; we toured ^ •• ' 
the island, propped up the local 7 
expat bar at Club Carib, and ended 
up on a yacht in the harbour I ' 
gained a Mend and had a marvel- f 
lous 24 hours. As a hotel-bound j. 
tourist, I would have missed it an. • 

Women Welcome Women World j 
Wide is based at 88 Easton Street, u ; 
High Wycombe, Bucks, HPil llX \ 

( 01494 465441); or www.women ; 
vjdcornewomen.org.vk ... ^ 




Krakow 


The European Qty 
of Culture in 
the year 2000 

7 day holidays from only £279 


1399 til? 150 tii 



Finding friends around The world 


“IF YOU reject the food, 
ignore the customs, fear the 
religion and avoid the 
people, you might better 
stay home. Yju are like a 
pebble thrown into water; 
you become \yet on the 
surface but you are never a 
part of the water” James A 
Miche tier's stem warning to 
travellers is quoted by 
Friendship Force, one of 
several organisations that 
give the visitor the chance 
to become immersed in a 
foreign country. 

It was founded by former 
US president Jimmy Carter 
and current Friendship 


Fbrce president Wayne 
Smith. “You are invited to 
stay in the home of some 
friends you haven't yet met 
Our exchanges include a 
one or two-week homestay 
with optional post-exchange 
touring in the region." 

The best contact for 
Friendship Force is its 
website, www. friendship - 
force.org 

Other organisations which 
Linkup hosts and travellers in- 
clude the following; 

Servas This international 
organisation was founded 50 
years ago by an American 


Quaker. It has around 10,000 
members and runs a 
worldwide network of hosts 
and travellers, established 
in 80 countries. It aims to 
promote international 
understan ding and tbe 
exchange of ideas. To 
become a Servas member, 
you need to be interviewed 
by a co-ordinator and pay a 
joining fee. You get a list of 
members in your chosen 
country, and you then make 
contact with the host on the 
understanding that you will 
stay for t wo n ights. Call 
0181-444 7778, or e-mail 
servasbritoin@unat.com 


Tbe Experiment In 
International Living - 

billing itself as “an 
international non-profit 
organisation promoting 
intercultural learning 
through homestays, 
educational group travel 
study abroad, language 
training; au pair, and other 
cultural immersion 
programs”. 

The British office of 
EDL is at 287 Worcester 
Road. Malvern, 
Worcestershire WR14 1AR 
(01684 562577); its website is 
www.eiluk.org 

Simon Calder 


LOOK 

BEFORE 

YOU 

BQIIK 

IabtaI 

Wheel you see the ABTA symbol, you con bo conWrt to ihe de*rip6ori 
of your kml arrongananfe compWwilh our rtrict m accuracy. ' 

The soma core and attention goes into checking every ASIA travel agent 
and tour operators finances. For a leaflet on ABTA. call 0171 307 IWt 


Atlanta 

£226 

Dubai 

£354 

Bahrain 

£3 77 

Harare 

£398 

Beijing 

£328 

Hong Kong 

£397 

Cape Town 

£405 

Honolulu 

£415 

Chicago 

£226 

Jo'burg 

£370 


Planet 

Earth. 


Now available from an airport near you. 


Karachi 

£346 

Nairobi 

£362 

Las Vegas 

£294 

New York 

£220 

Memphis 

£313 

Shanghai 

£328 

Miami 

£267 

Sydney 

£618 

Muscat 

£390 

Washington 

£220 


ana many more.-. 
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gardens of £astwel| Manwnr ^ ent countr>side, the elegant 

welcome escape to the Garrfo^ courtyards. They also provide that 

An ' T nden of En 9 ,and for wen deserved long weekend. 

30116 fedUUeS ' wtth a * arT * hctafcB satellite. 
l ?'f hens provide ceramic hob. fildge and microwave grill oven. 
Heated 20m outdoor swimming pool and all-weather tennis court. 

take a sharfstroll 1 throiwhtt^ fecj1iBes w ^ wish they can 

wood peneIk^ro2ert?iS,^?^S-S?i 5f tw « u Manor with its elegant 
terraces. TC resta rant * “cKtail bar. extensive manicured lawns and 

Easy access to Channel Ports, Le Shuttle and Eurostar - Paris 2 hours. 

^ in U« country- start from £550 lor 

2S3SSttSRZE£*Eg£g £ " " nen and ^ 

Brochure requests and enquiries to: 

CastwdlzManor 



ROSS ON WYE Ifth Century coun- 
try house on banks of the Alvar 
Wye. beautiful scenery, superb 
cuisine end log fires. 3 crowns 
commended. AA A RAC 2 stare. 2 
day break dbb £82pp. 3 day 
break dbbtllGpp. Castle Lodge 


HoEdays Afloat UK 


Awsrd winning Tbwlst BJnepactad 
nsrrowbaats. 0121 44G290B 
BRITAIN'S BEST Sell Drive nanow- 
boet holidays, widest enok*. 9 
bases. Beginners very welcome. 
01905810097 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hems. Lux boats, raizsei 


Lccs - AsWord, Kent TTC25 4HR 
Telephone; 01235 215000 Facsimile; 01233 635530 
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What did you do on your 

TRAVEL/HOLIDAY? 

Is it interesting enough to be published? 

Do you have photo’s? 

If you would like to see your story/artide 
published in our new forthcoming magazine 

Call Vic ort: 

0956 979393 ASAR Anytime 
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U.K. & EMER ALD 
COTTAGE HOLIDAYS 


NEW 1999 BOOMS- OUT NOW 

ScoflancL {tarmtnxwrtsid. lakes 
Mes. Peaks, wales. East AngSa 
Kent. Sussex. Cctswows. Dorset 
Somerset. Devon. Cornwall ♦ 
miaou prices less tnan uk 
even including ferry'!' 


Cotswolds 


Devon & Cornwall 


corner. HOLIDAYS 
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Lovely houses and apartroerts 
DEVON/DORSET BORDER ' 
coast or counby 
Tourtsi Board Inspected 
* Ftor Rwe Colour Brochure w 

tw: MILKBERE HOUDAYS 

01297 22925 

1 4 Fore Street Sam Dm EX12 21A 
E-anl: Mo@mMMra.coai 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES 1999 fuU colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01756 702212 
GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 
Over 150 In Couwobte 08700 72S 
725CHC2SA 


Dorset 


SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES . 
Free 1999 full colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01756 702204 
Dorset Coastal Cottages. Old. 
cosy, much loved. Short breaks 
from £120. Mi (01 305)852988 


Actiyrfy Holidays 


FOUND . Fantastic multi-activity & 
apodal I m ere a t hoBdays lor 8- 
iSa. Camp Beaumont, the origi- 
nal British Summer Camp. 
Superb locations In UK & France. 
0171 922 1234. 

CYCLING & WALKING HoBdays ki 
Shropshire with Wl xml y Wonder- 
hrt Cy eftng. Brochwe 01568 
770755 ' 

ACTIVITIES FtimBas, Couples, Skv 
glee & Groups. 150 things to do, 
MDeidun Dome & Breaks. Acorn 
AdhtUes 01432 830083 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays with full backup. 
Wfonds or longer. Brodr 01449 
771559 

PGL ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS for 6- 
18V Adventure holidays for cl>B- 
dren A teenager* packed fuB ol 
hm, exdament ft new friends - afl 
under the supervision of fully 
balnad staff. Can FREE for 
brochure: 0500 749147 
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GREAT VALUE quality cottages. 

Over 400 In Cornwall 09700 725 
725CHK2BA 

CORNWALL & DEVON 300 Cot- 
tagas mroughouL 01 7S2 28071 1. 

ST IVES. Sowena House. Sip 
5/tLAvaHsble Sprtng/Eastar. 

Superb location. Town centre. 

Tare, Coastal path. Beaches. 

01738797748. 

SECLUDED CREEKSIDE COT- 
TAGE. Own beach, large garden, 
dinghy with outboard engine. 

Access by creek or footpath. St 
Mavwa. Sips 9+. 0171 837 7600. , 

FOWEY/POLflliAN. Charm! mg 

waterside cottages. Superb QUALITY DEVON COTTAGES Free 
views. Central heating. Dinghies 1 999 bdertour brochure. Phone 
avoBable. Pets welcome. 01579 nowll 01758 708203 

LCT/Sy 7 PROPERTIES Coastal and WO NDER FUL CORNISH CO T- 

T^b^osm COtoUr 

wwwdavonconnecUon.co.uk brochure. 01758702201 

5ALCOMBE nr beach. Stunning CLASSIC COTTAGES, 400 select 


Cornish 
Traditional 
Cottages 

Sdf-cwerinj cottages os both . 
«*** of Cornwall sod on 5riDy 

For your FREE brochure 
PHONE 

01208 821666 


views. Avail 1IZ ramVEastec. 3 art 
properties. Sips 4-20. 0171 
7771005 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK/ SUFFOLK'S beet Cot- 
tages, Free 1 BO page 1 9B9 colour 
brochure. 01758 702205 
SUFFOLK heritage coast Dunwleh. 
Beautiful farmhouse In tiny vtt- 
laga. 5 mins walk sea. Slews 6. 
Large conservatory. Garden. Car 
periling, wonderful wanes. RSBP 
reserve nearby. Also cottage, 
deeps 6. 01494 767888 


Coastal ft Counby cottages In the 
West Country lor the discerning. 
www.daeslc.cauk Brochure tel 


Isle of Wight 




Ireland's 

tsfmiKsisBKmggmitsms 
{jri. K*»n CW«.6*«ir. Omxnwo. 
HUerfad WWw* IVxUsx. Don«i 
ftroat limrrxk. SSpi. 3|Wf 

mar flmmw 1 WWTMMjW 
uv m ret mm « ante m no 

Emerald 

Cottage Holidays 
TEL: 0870 444 1 200 


MARCH SPECIAL 
S nights from £79 
Bed. bcote* Je (wain* mal 
Uiyr wfrew h«*L fwawnnioa, 
indoor pnoLJansi. nuu 
• FREE CAR FERRY • 
Sanrtnsgbaxn Hold 
Safin*. Sodom. I* ailMdn 

Tel: 019SS 406S65 
3 nidus April from £89 
Easter Special £139 


ISLE OF WIGHT - VSntnor. Comfort- 
able 1st Door llat steeps M from 
Cl 40 pw Id 01983 952907 eves 


The Lake District 



Sussex 


G o«rmet Champa g/? 
Break 



Findon Manor 

Imagine chilled champagne awaiting 
your arrival in a beautiful 16th Century 
Hotel in the heart of the Sussex Downs, 
four poster beds with jacuzzis, relaxed, 
comfortable surroundings and award 
winning cuisine to die for. 

From £47.50 p.p.p.n. 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
Reservations 01903 872733 
Fin don, W. Sussex 
AA 2 Rosettes 
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AMAZING VALUE Frtn E99 pps Ine 
run. Flights to Shannon puts Tins. 

BftB S' ft 4- hotels. L dubs ft 
now. Car lure frm. £15 per day. 
fTB njpnrd. ATOL 5122. Free col 

brae. 0800 018 5599 jn.h trddfnm 

WSKSBSB 

Teh 003S3 8141 iioaiorbrodt. please telephone 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLfttAYS 0153SA «55 6 

h^drawn cawrems- For ytxir 19 99 cotour broohure. 01758 
free brochure caff 01502 560688 702208 

(24 I'm) 1 

Ireland- 300 «««i» hjffjj Northumbria 

locations Phone STlLLWEU-s I 

lor eolour brochure: Otzri 

1 338029. BAMURGH HoOday house. S*» 12- 


It's not just our view_ 
•J7h' Lair D&frrrt has difficulty 
coming u/' vdh anything, to 
match Miller Horn's rinr «w 

Lab: WmJmufte'. 

'NEW LOOK FOR 
THE MILLENNIUM' 
Take a Frink nili fradlwn 
Rar rescrvallortsAjrochure 
please Idephonc 
0153SA 43556 


BR1CKWALL HOTEL Nr Battle, 
Tudor Manor In beautiful village. 
2 nts £9B Inc 4 course dinner. S' 
AA ft RAC. 01474 870263 





With Monet-mania sweeping across the UK, what could be better than popping over to 
Paris for a bargain break in the capital of impressionist art. 

This fabulous offer from leisure Direction features a great choice of hotels at a price that icon 7 break the bank. 

Paris, one of the loveliest, most romantic and historical cities in Europe. A city full of charm, where medieval streets contrast with grand 
boulevards. A city for art lovers of all tastes, from the Mona Lisa in the Louvre, to the Impressionists in the Musee d’Orsay. A city for romance 
in the cosy bistros of the Latin Quarter and Montmarte or on a candlelit cruise on a bateau mouche. At night Paris comes to life. Choose 
from a whole host of restaurants, international cabarets, including the Lido and Moulin Rouge, and the lively bars of the Left Bank. Music 
and opera lovers can enjoy performances of the highest standards. Sophisticated and seductive, there is a Paris for everyone and you will 
discover a different Paris every time you return. 

A Great Choice of Hotel: % have taken care to select a great 
range of hotels offering the right combination of comfort, 
convenience and value. 

Full details of your hotel choices will be given at the time of 
booking 

Grade A: Comfortable 2 star hotels in a variety of locations in 
and around Paris. Room-only basis. 

Grade B: Comfortable 2 & 3 star hotels in popular locations 
with better amenities. B&B 

Grade C: Very comfortable 3 star hotels in the most popular 

locations. B&B I Hotel Dates 4 in Car Eurostar Air Extra 

Grade D: Superior 4 star hotels with excellent amenities and ^ from 

a hi«h decree of comfort B&R ^ Mar £51 £113 £135 £17 

a mgn degree or conuort. iwau Apr-Jun^ep-Oct £58 £137 £148 £19 

Our Offer Includes: Comfortable hotel with private Jui-Aug £54 £\33 £138 £17 

shower/bathroom & wc for 2 nights. Continental breakfasts (where B Mar £65 £130 £147 £23 

specified). Return Channel crossing with your car. Car route juJ-Aug /Sep "° Ct £63 £142 £147 £22 

suggestions and GB sticker. * 

C Mar £69 £134 £151 £25 

Aiternativefy:The option to travel direct to Paris via Eurostar high Apr-JuiVSep-Oct £88 £167 £178 £34 

speed train when you pay the special Eurostar price. JuMVu 9 2® £157 £162 g9 

Or Travel direct to Paris via scheduled air when you pay the spedai D ^jufvsep^ct §J| a ®7 £238 £64 

Air price. Jul-Aug £138 £217 £222 £59 

Just One Oil To &11 our reservations hotline now to 

reserve your special offer short break. m on* fry s««si»v a* pro tenured ^ 

Offer valid until 31st march 1999- ^ ^ _ 

Lines are open Mon-Fri 8.30am -8pm. Saturday 9am-5.30pm and *1 CJ T T it T 1 ^ 

Sunday 10am-4pm. Our friendly &effident staff will guide you I I I LrtaI 

through the booking process. ‘ V473X 4651 



I AS prios » pa (not Fnr Of+J xMu btaif9 one itnwil uU fJpp ml tir+J tdubs M flOpp A »<* supjietrent at £6 per m 
jptfe in ineteab braw ee 1&7-WW EiratarpncesjietaaxIvwritawlnw^suppteBwnttifSopesdiiiaiuppte m-3I^jnd 
0 6 U*-31fl0 lor tnvri on 4 fa 5« or Sub. At pms « tor Mgnmd hghu b lorrioa kgwMl tfcpsrta® jafcbfc at i upplmmi 

0181 324 30211a 


NB. ttt an nftrim ranpe of stun bmkonly dtslmtitvis a prnmidnul prices Induifinf Paris. Amgertfam. Broaek Bnigts. .imwrp, Gbem UDe. Dsneybiid® Pnrii. Buidma. Madrid. Sfillle. ButhpcM. Prague, (irt. toNta. Flomice. 
Kane, \aikc sod VfenoL Vt aLso ofler «ff drive hotel breaks throughon Frana and dd boUzv In thr lips. All lutd nuinQ nt local. Sundvd anm aid imljtkins of Letsurr Dlrraion Ud jpptv lo d houMru^. IkvtJ psrtdni- b |Otit4e VxxilK 
rtiere palblile. mdess uberebe RXed. iH booidD£i ut nude sdiject ai restrkad aagihitiiy zod tSend m & fire craiw. firs serml teB. Lrisurr Dtmakm Umted. bna^ House. Suiku Rasd. Laodin M*. iintJasnirdirKiionroijk 




Cottages 

lotta 

Yarbbin DtlK, Tart. Cant, 
Mom. Pnfc t Lain District 


. '?Hoi 



i 338029. BAMURGH HoOday Iwusa. Sips 12. 

ftlLLWALKAKflay-RMumtotoc- OvottooUng WMto- Bid 332 

31007. 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 286 " , , 

ssioct Individual cont»gM^n I bCOtlflna 

suporb locations. Use lw^ ^ 

A1TO. Colour Biocnuro. 01823 

681060. www.snnmrocLcot- . — “ J 


WALES 

Octfcc/Jt. 

liday; 


Dm 1 209 rear BM 
HotrateoBNtr 


VILLAS 

WITH POOLS 


Algarve ■ Costa Blanca 
Majorca • Menorca 

Corfu • Cyprus • Corsica 
Cozo * Lanzarote 
Northern Portugal 
Costa del Sol ■ Italy 
Sardinia ■ France 

■ Worfd'i bait cbolcc 

■ Hand-picked for qwafity 

■ Expert, penonal larvlcc 

■ Unrivalled value u joe 
bay direct 

somethin? 


Overseas Travel 


PRESTIGE 

HOLIDAYS 

Quality AND Value 
In Bermuda! 


ASHofidaysc 
of! brochure | 
nights toa E 
anaitable. 


irting between 1 -13 March El 30 
es and some hotels offering free 
illent Cfii> dass upgrade prices 


• HoSdays booked between 1 Mar -30 Apr for travel 
1 May-31 Aug at Bermuda's only ’Afl-inclusiva’ 
hotel The Harmony Club and get two nights In 


every seven tree saving E»b.uu per person!. 

For brochure and more details. 

Contact your local ABTA travel agent 
or telephone Prestige on ^ 

E* 01425 480400 


Baltic States 


Pbrtugal 


fe- BALTIC STATES 

ESCORTED GROUP TOURS OF 
ALL THREE BALTIC STATES 
13 day® - COOS 

Departing: May 30, July 18, August 1 and 29 
Year round weekend breaks to 
Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius 
REGENT HOLIDAYS 4B 

Telephone: 0117 921 1711 — 

l*Rj Facsimilie: 0117 925 4866 IT1 
e-male: regent@regent-tiofldays.co.uk Ifcj 
vrasi www.regent-holldays.co.uk LMI 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Country 
tausaa «rflh pools In The Mimo 
■ Costa Vtt-ao. 01954 261431. 
ATTO ATOL 2787 ASIA 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible fly- 
drives north lo souin. Character 
BB Pousadcs. Manor housos. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 
4748 ATTO ATOL808 

THE AZORES ■ Discom truly stun- 
ning scenery and natural beauty 
in the nine volcanic Wands ol the 
Azores scattered amidst the 
All antic. Can Simply Portugal 
0181 8878161 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922 


Corsica 


CORSICA, 
SARDINIA 
& CYPRUS 


SdfCurrtnijacLitrtfnm 

£279 

Notcb, VKurk 
AMrancnu. TiSorvoitdr 
E Golf Hofitfapj 
C4Hw-fef*trad**r 

7317362 





Herel'ordshire 

THE SWAN AT^ 
HAY HOTEL 
★★★ 

CHURCH ST 

hay-on-wte 

HEREFORD HR3aQD 
Tel No. 01497 821188 

Thu Twn of Books 

Hay-on-Ww ncrfte in 
ihL* unspoilt Bcuvons 
Notional Part 
Fine Cuisinu* 

Winter Sowrfrwa 2nd Nov. 

2 niphts PIU-B from i^Opp- 


Cottages 01244 345700 

S cotland 

[St&ffiw 

ICONSUI-T THF. EXPERTS’ 
k Over 2 jO*X) wir-catering 
1 properties mall areas 
1 from luxury houses to 
croft cottages. 

°'»3 6a Write or jAone 

tor brochure 

30 Fro 
EdmNns 



■ 30 Frodcnck St 

Edo6ushEH22V 

•KsStSirsts- 

Phone nowtlQI 766 702213 
BLACK ISLE eondorttMe hmi» 

overlooking InwnwHbBaaitiy 

Firth. Sla*P«5. “JlWlSrS 
for HisWMriS. Cl 20 ■ £200. Tsf 

01738638802 


01686 625267 


SPECIAL WINTER W/E ft SHORT 
BREAKS . In tartly cottages In 
Brecon Beacons. Scree Map 16. 
Suit 2 fasnflte. 01874 67G448 
IDYLLIC N. Widen Cottage*. 1099 
eolour brochure. Phone nowll 
01756702206 

ATTRACTIVE a/0 properties 
throughout North Wales. 01492 
EB24B2 or www.norttWBlesMU- 
A|VCQttBQBUX}.lA 
COASTAL°^COUNTRY COT- 
TAGES. on Sntwdoiiitfa iswpoflt 
coast -the Ueyn Peninsula. Nefyn 
HoUays. 01758 720674 
NORTH WALES. 1,000 cottages. 
Marm-a, ShuvYa, Snowdonia 
TaaM Sarvlcaa. 0T758 701 70S. 
ANGLESEY, Snowdonia. Ueyn. 
Mend Holiday Cottages for 2-20. 
Brochure 01248 717135 
BRECON BEACONS Uwotywtao- 
I den Ot over 200 aaB catering cot- 
tages in this larspoffl National 
Park. 01874 676448 
SNOWDONIA Vlcnirtan Manor AA 
Rosetta 7346 WTB "* MagnM- 
oeni peecefut location. Colour 
brochure. Tempting breaks. 
Dotsareu HalL Dolflellau 01341 
422S2. w*reLdoi5orau4».rtL 


(01758)788872 

MMeiiWMia 


YORK. Heworth Court Hotd. 3 days 
rakhreek A LaCarle break £98. 
01904425156. 

SUPERB Cottages. York Dales. 
Northumbria. Lakes. Peaks. 
Bytes Cottages 01244 34E700 
YORKSHIRE DALES W M cpm o Col- 
tagas. Free 1999 tuU colour 
brochure. 01756 702209 

To advertise 
in this 
section 
please 
call the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 

2222 . 



Sup'.-rb quality 
excellent value for money. 

Apr MJyfrem f205pp (4 jhr;- 

Including flight h car. 



LomVr vOm waft pootL. ladde 
cottages, mrrtnal ilBjgc homes. 
Cjiiullj KlcctM howls. Very 
McirS) penonal service. 

01424 460046 

ATOL nfecanJuiDOirii 


SPAIN 


TnuttUum] msnr hiK-v. tita 
S ^usinc Divio rani joJruastUl 
Spain, Mnftnn und Pmaoil 



Fiy /drive CORSICA. Dkoa fligres 
from 
Btamghanv'MSneiMater.GdtwiCk 
. TBUornmade hotidays lo coastal 
and mountain ants. 8 hotels. For 
a brochure ring (01242)240310. 
(http://www.vfWials.co.uli) VFB 
Holidays Ltd. ARO ATOL 1403. 



Unlimited hop on-hop off coach passes 
around Europe from only £ 1 67. 

Call 0171 950 1 66 1 for your 
Summer '99 brochure. 


Balearies 



Azores | 

AZORES Widest most flexible 
range to thfa stunning archipel- 
ago. Whale welching. Sunvll Dis- 
covery 0181 847 4748 AJTO ATOL 



ISKHK 



lLY 

ante rf the Suta 
rfraie »ilbs and 

m 

itirmi^xHii ttJh- 
(!nmaSellual 
knoBte^cf 
tadiprapciK 
mjunmwann 

TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5 469 

K 0 1 “ 1 2" 2 6 1 ,S4 


ANDALUC1A - From o» Costa da la 
Llc lo mo Costa Aimoria and the 
most ctarmkig whflo washed vB- 
lages In betwwn Cnooufroma 
wide range ol rural vHlas and 
hotels, holidays tailormada to 
your taste. Coll Simply Spain 
0181 995 9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922 

ANDALUCIA: Between Granada 
andaeo, romantic housos in olvo 
Graves. Pool Pence tor adults 
To): 01564 792 321 

LEUARCHE . Farmhouses set In 

the spectacular laothUls ol the COSTA BRAVA Wtie^ectiorol 
5lbHimi Mountains near lakes ft 

sea £200 - £700 pw Tet 01904 Vlll “ »» ™ 

332219 


Canaries | 

WALK FROM YOUR DOOR m spec- CvpTUS 

VILLAS WITH POOLS, village A TASTE OF TUSCANY VUaS.on- 
fram£135pw 01788 822798 houses In unspoaed areas. Plus lagos and smanmeim. For 

hlfi, ftydrives, ascorted tours. brochures cal Tkflor-made Ibure 
SUNVIL 0181 947 4748 A10T on 0181 291 1450 

ATOLSOO. 


urges and apanmants For 
brochures cal Wtor-made Ibure 
on 0181 291 1450 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flftxlblo fly- 
dr twos to Tuscany ft Umbria. 
Character BB eccom. Plus SicSy. 
Lakes. Ctflas. 0181 847 4748 
AITOATOL6Q8 

LA BELLA TOSCANA Vtiry special 
farmhses, vrtas ft apes m & 
around enchanting medieval San 
Gimignano between Florence 8 
Siena - 1BS9 brodi. 0191 422 
9218 a-mei bbetatoscanagtoi i» 


n^fo^ec 


MALLORCA • Thdy fndMdual vtdaa 
with private pools In unspoilt 
locations, plus a selection of 
charming country houses and 
flaxtite Wbndering hrtal hoOdaye. 
Can Simply Spain 01 81 9W9333 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 


r Don’t forget 
to mentiot^L 
, The Independent 
Lwhen replying 
^p> adverts 


Eastern Europe 


SARDINIA, direct flto, vtlUu/apta, 
hlls. ttr hire, Oydrtirt. Brochure Sanflnla. Dbcorerthawondortu 
SfliUamr 0171 242 2455 Alol 2593 sauin. Irinas, farms, apta. hotels 


vUtaa, many with private ports. 
S unselect Villas ABTA V7278 
Brochure 01299 271900 

EASTER IN ANDALUCIA. Glorious 
Granada Sea. snow. Defl&lnful 
vfliage house, deeps 5. Patio flats 
(or S. From Cl 50. Ph 01707 


CATALUNYA - Discover the real 
Catalunya, from tho Pyrenees to 
the vibrant c#y ol Barcelona, dis- 
covering the hidden charms ol 
the nigged coast and hinterland 
in between. Private villus and 
hotels is suit all tastes combine 
to make the perfect aespoko noft- 
day. Call Simply Spain 0181 995 
9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 


TALLINN, RIGA. VILNIUS, Quality BRIDGEWATER'S WyWc Holy. 28 
Cliy Breaks, Tours and Taller years Mperfenee countrymd* ta « rnwim . mMuniM , m . 

mads Hofldaya Irom £248. Spe- coast Hie complat* aeiecbon, VENICE. Venetian Aparanens has 
dal bad Tours 01342 712785. private villas, farmhouses. CSS- a wonderful range Of private 

ABTA VH3X.ATT0, ATO L312B. tie*, apartments and howto, Ttis- apartments to ta. Also Florence, 

PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST ft cany, Umbria, Lake Garda, Rome. Roma. Verona. Venera. Ta 0181 

Slovakia. Central partitions, ABTA D02i9Toi 0181 7078795. 

hotels 8 opts. Caetm (01706) Hip:// www. bridge water- 113 ®* Fm 0,81 878 8982 

travel alia http-y/www.verik»rent8la.coni 


SartSnla. Discover tho wondartul 9323 ABTA vi 33 7 ATOL 1925 

souin. VUes, farms, apts, hotels- 

Long Trawl 01664 722183 ATOL VINTAGE SPAIN . Country houses 


with pools In unspoilt areas ol 
Catalunya S Andalucto. 01654 
281431 ATOL 2787 AJTO ABTA 


a wonderful range ol private 281431 ATOL 2787 AJTO ABTA 

apartments to Ml Also Florence, 

Rome. Verona. Veneta Tel 0181 ANDALUCIA Lowly house. 20 rtfcw 


879 1130, Fu 0181 879 0982 

httptirt>ww.wnlCBrent8is.cam 


South Granada. £180 per week 
rtw B&B mal T«l 01 5394 4817a 
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A place of popes and killers 

Krakow is a magnet for Roman Catholics, but nearby visitors find a profoundly dark side to humanity By Adrian Hamilton 


T he only way to ap- 
proach Krakow is in a 
state of genuflection. 
Not at the wonders of 
the city, impressive 
though they are in this, 

a European cultural capital of 2000. 
If s just that everyone else is at it 
Southern Poland, the birthplace of 
Pope John Paul H (Karol TOrj ffifl) , is 
the heartland of Ro man ftathniirafim. 
and Krakow the city that never wa- 
tered in its faith despite the years 
of communist suppression. Now 
everywhere the churches - a n d 
there are churches every 50 yards 
in the city and as many abbeys and 
monasteries in the surrounding 
countryside - are overflowing with 
enthusiastic congregations. 

Through tfae day thsy come in and 
out for a service, or a prayer; with 
pram, briefcase or laden shopping 
baskets, bobbing, kneeling and bow- 
ing as they go. Saturday is the day 
of marriage, and no church seems 
complete without one an hour; white 
frock and dark suit fresh from the 
state register office. 

Saturday is also the day when the 
city’s centre, the Rynek downy 
(the largest square in Europe) 
comes alive with music and street 
entertainment When we were there, 
a folk-song competition brought 
troops from all over Central Europe 
and further afield, jumping and 
swirling to their home bands - too 
folksy by half except that your feet 
wanted to dance. 

Krakow is a walker’s city, small- 


er in scale than Prague, not a cap- 
ital city (though it was for 500 years 
until the end of the 16th century) but 
a town of church, trade, ancient uni- 
versity and monarchy. Once gir- 
dled by a great wall and now by 
gardens, to walk down the royal pro- 
cessional route from the Horians- 
ka Gate in the north to the royal 
castle and cathedral to the south 
faitom barely half -an-bouc 

The church is best represented 
by the 14th-century Mariacki by the 
square, with its huge late gothic 
polyptych hanging over the high 
altar. Most of Europe’s polyp tyches 
have long since been broken up. 
E^GhenVsAdorotionqftheMys- 
ifcLmnb has been removed to a spe- 
cial corner. Not so at Mariacki. The 
altarpiece looms up, 20 feet or more, 
its gfided doors opened each day at 
the stroke of midday and dosed 
again in late afternoon by a prim and 
proper lady smaller than half thefig- 
ures on the tableau. 

Trade is in the square and the 

Tno rphan te* paUpg s tfr at giir mamri 

- and in the cavernous cellars that 
lie beneath them, hastily being con- 
verted to bars and restaurants for 
the nnUpnnnim y ear The 15th-cen- 
tury University of Copernicus hous- 
es (so they say in Krakow) the 
alchemy room where Dr Eaustus 
was supposed to have experiment- 
ed untfi the devil came to tempt him. 

Monarchy had its residence in the 
fabled Wawel Castle and adjoining 
cathedral, seat of the dynasfy until 
1596 when Sng Sigismund QI Whza 
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Krakow; achy with a church at virtually 1 every corner 


moved the capital to Warsaw. The 
royal palace was rebuilt in the 16th 
century by Florentine architects 
and adorned with one of the finest 
collections of Flanders tapestries 
anywhere in the world. 

Itwas the Poles from Krakow who 
went out to fight and defeat the 
TUrks, which was their claim to Eu- 


ropean history and the source of 
some marvellous booty. The defeat 
of the Turks also gave and for- 

tune to the Czartyska family; formi- 
dable fighters and even more 
determined art collectors. Their 
palace at the north of the city hous- 
es an art and antiquities collection, 
the equal of any private collection in 


RHPL 

the world, including a Leonardo 
portrait of a lady with an w mi ry* 
which a thousand postcards cannot 
quite prepare you for. 

“Wanderful unspoilt city,” said a 
friend who bad been a correspon- 
dent m Polandin the dark days after 
the suppression of the 1968 uprising. 
“Pity about the pottution.” Never 


damaged in this century’s wars, 
Krakow did indeed suffer from the 
decades of grime and soot poured 
out by the News Bute deetwoste. 
The earisdtms can still dog your 
throat. But the end of communism, 
the decline in the steel industry and 
tfae prospect ofbeing cultural capi- 
tal for the new nnHennhoai have in- 
duced a cleaning programme that 
hasrevived most of the mam streets 
to tear forma? glory. And, slowly 
stowfe tourism has encouraged tfae 
establishment of restaurants (we 
were pointed to a rofficking good cel- 
lar of wooden tables and hefty meat 
atpodAmdamiat35Grodzka). 

Thestitii»wa:z&agnetofto(irist 
attraction has been, inevitably, 
Schindler’s Ark. Oskar Schindler's * 
factory still stands; the rite of the 
wartime ghetto is marked by some 
fragments of wall while efforts are 
being made to dean up and cheer 
up the old Jewish quarter; which 
once made Krakow rich as well as 

fnmrmg fhr ih; tnjp ranrtv* Mn amount 

ofHoflywoodisation, however; can 
make palatable what happened in 
Krakow as elsewhere: m Central 
' Europe. Auschswitz lies only 70km, 
or an hour and a half by bus, away. 
It is a powerful and profoundly 
humbling experience. There are 
tvro camps, not one. The first was in 
tfae old Anstro-Hungarianbarradss, 
used at first as a prison for political 
opponents (hence the dispiriting 
counter-claims of victimhood) and 
then as the first experimental gas 
chambers. Bat it is the second 


rani^, 8 vast purpose-built field of 
wooden sheds, erected on tfae spur 
of the main railway and intended for 
mass extinction at the fastest pos- 
sible rate, that really haunts. The. 
main gate still stands high over that ' 
rail fines along with the mangled 
wreckage of the gas chambers, 
blown up by the retreating guards. 
Most of the sheds have rotted away 
leaving a desolate landscape of 
brick chimneys and barbed wire. 
“You get used to it,” said the Eng- 
lish-speaking guide in flat tones, 
“until occasionally you take round a 
survivor” As a viatoryou don't get 
used to it, not even the young who 
come in surprising numbers to see 
what is no part of their lives. 

- And yet it should be. The Jews 
wont return to Poland, not in any 
numbers: a people untimely ripped 
from Ifae continental a spasm of an- 
nihitatfon that Europe can neither 
quite comprehend nor come to 
terms with. Ktekow is there, one of 
Europe’s most engaging cities with / . 
apast to sibow and a future as part 4 
of the European Union. I can think 
ofno mare rew a r d in g place to go for 
along weekend. But you cant bufld 
a new Europe without some sense 
of the tragedy of the old. 

Adrian Hamilton bought his trip to 
Krokoio through British Ainooys 
Holidays f 0870 242 4243). A thnee- 
nighi city break, inducting flights, 
transfers and 314 star bed and 
breakfast accommodation costs 
£329 per person up to 25 March 
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Charter flights at low, 
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this br och u re 
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TRANS INDUS LOOTED 
The iMdtaR Uh apcdaBlt 
for qullty hoHdeji offering 
' Escorted group toun 
' Tours for independmr iraveHen 
• TeiM-nadc botiiizy, 

■ Gued lecturer tours led by 
Lady Wide Gay. MA (Otoe) 

Por our laics brochure 

Calk OlSl 566 2729 

or ft* 01*1 S4DS3Z7 (? 
or write to Dani i»H,« Limited 
11 The Pavement, Popes Lane, 
Eating. LoadoaW5 4NG 

ATOL3429 ABTA W7D3 
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THE SPORT & CRAFT MANORS 


FREE GOLF ON 3 x 18 GOLF COURSES 
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14 destinations. 

One phone adL.^ 

MSmw e* COMMO«CTnK'» a widaw * cwn 
JERSEY * MADEIRA ‘ MAJORCA • MALE* • MOROCCO 
OPORTO - PORTO SANTO* SfWN •TUNISIA 
■ - _ l AO am award-winning hotidap 

' i;', , l tndnde Khcdnfed Bights, fieribte durations 
' ' ‘ — --r— ‘ \ and the very Snot bold, acccmnodaiidn. - 
1 AH backed by onr pledge 

i never to be beaten oa price. 
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CADOGAN HOLIDAYS 

Voted Ben Spedafin Sheri Uni Tanr Operator 19?7 • 1396 - B99 
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George House. 

STl Humholi toad. 
London W6 SC’H 
0171 381 5222 

Holds ■ Game Reserves 
• Private Villas ■ Guest 
Houses • Cape Town • 
Wine lands ■ Natal • 
Mpumalanga ■ Zimbabwe 

AfuBjfknbtt&Sr 
holiday duite ~ 
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Islands & Highlands 
Cottages are proud to 
present their 1999 
portfolio. 

We are specialists in 
seifcatering 
properties set in some 
of the most 
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holidays JQdade frtM»«*iilg«l 
Qetible dantooiia and the «ry_ _ 
finest hold accommodation. 
■_^AU backed by our pledge , 
never to be beaten on price. 
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GADOGAN HOLIDAYS 
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FCIMFOR 

YCX1RKIDS, 

FREEDOM 

0FORYOU 

With over 60 amazing 
activities on offer, , 
Superchoice Summer 
Camps For 7-16 year ■ 
olds are the best place 
to be this summer. 
For a brochure and 
FREE video call: 

01273 691100 
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Wanderlust 

The magazine for 
free-spirited travellers 
Wanderlust is the 
bimonthly toagazme for 
people with a passion 
fortraveL 

The latest issue 
(Feb/March) includes a 
free UK Passport covet 

For subscription 

enquiries calk 

01753 620426 @ 
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Take the longest 
tntexnatfonaJ foil 
journey in the werki with 


• Jndividuat trips, family stays. 
trddaa& sain ki Lake Bate! 

• Si IkdRisbur^ Mowxm,Sfccria, 
Buryaria and more 

* Mongolia Ger sc^s, base 
riding jeep trips kilo ibe Gobi 

* mutUa n^ wriHitdb i mii. 
dries 

Tfefc 0181 566 8846 cr 

wwgjmro-abc ria nxauk 
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tOuk ike. Experts 


ny the sea 
CT HOLIDAYS 

0181 641 6060 

www.brtttany-dlrectco.uk ABTA V3 
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Wake up to WMte >i >wt»d homes, b^hdy 

the real Greece. 

x*nn Hu — she Greece at 
your rimou te sM e rotmei. 



0181 785 1234 


IT'S EASY GOING 




to Northern Ireland - and 
it's easy having a great 
time once you're there. 
Cafl 0641 550077 now 
for yourfree brochure. 
Itis packed with tilings 
to do and places to 
visit - all you need to 
know ■ to have your 
happiest holiday everl 
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Equity 

The only UK operator 
to offer all-in prices. 
Extras, such as lilt 
passes, lessons, ski 
Shire and insurance are 
all included. Equity 
are a direct sell ski 
specialist arid offer 
real value for money. 

01273 298 298 
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TRANS UN 

Tronaun is Britain's 
No. 1 specialist tour 
operator for Croatia 
with 17 years' of 
specialist experience. 

With do flight 
supplements and new 
weekend flights from 
Gatwick, Luton and 
Manchester, Tnuisun 
can proudly claim ui 
offer the widest choice 
and the best value. 
For details 
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Free Brodiure 


01737 21 18 18 


Discover 


Gibraltar 


The Meeting Place of Continents 

For your free copy of rhe 
Gibraltar 1999 brochure, 
featuring the best in city 
breaks, longer soy 
holidays and tailor-made 
travel, call the Gibraltar 
Tbarist Board on @ 

0171 836 0777 


MATTHEWS 


Self Drive Family 
Holidays staying in 
Luxury Mobile Homes 
on superb French coastal 
campsites with 
swimming pools. 

lip to (our children 
under 18 travel FREE! 

MATTHEWS 

HOLIDAYS 

Cell for oar 
• brocfuiiv now:- 

01483 284044 

ABTA V2927 


SPRING IN ORKNEY 

Visit Orkney this Spring and 
sample the defights of these 70 
Hands attitetr best 
\buTI find a wide choice of 
accommodation,- wonderful food 
and an abundance of wfldGfe In 
seme of the most beautiful 
landscapes. 

Above eS youTi find a warm 
Orcadian welcome. 

Cali 01856 872856 
for a copy of otir PS 
1999 brochure. 


CORAL CAY CONSERVATION 


Coni xd mpol nirforee omanliao 
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dfb wLWr uoaaiks pta ■ rev Wdrid 
Heritoje Su. la cbownl tor tn • mb Vt 
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SPAIN, pobtu , 

MADEIRA AND 
CANARY ISLANDS 

Paradoras, Gounny houses 
and haws in- tadtecoverad 1 
Sptin, MaBorcattnd 
Canaries. 




TaBormade options. 
Plus Portugal and Kotats. 
fbr« fra« bmcfiwa caB: 

0171 828 6021 
or 0161 848 8680 
KXUND1 COLD * 

ABTA V2255 ATOL7B9 
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Seduced by 
an Arctic roll 

^Riksgransen i s not only Europe’s most northerly ski resort 
but it is also a Mecca for snowboarders. By Stephen Wood 

Weefe ? ¥ 0, . W ? re a source win be out on the slopes Messed nothskiers Eke an incompl 
tabmphncair^A merely of optimism. only in T-shirts and shorts. address. Fbrskia^,howeve] 
S wTi?! Things are different up in As a winter-sports desti- location permits the rare pi 
twn npairV«r v5 S l^ksgransen, 150 miles inside nation, this small comer of the sure of going down a piste, 
of OntoffwSt r e™ 1 * Cirde “ Swedjsh Arctic wastes has a reputation Gransleden, which begins ; 


F or most European 
ski resorts, stock- 
taking has already 
started. With the 
two peak periods 
of Christmas week 
and the Ftebruaiy holidays over; 
they can now assess what sort 
of season 1998/9 wffl prove to be. 
Ear some of them, erf coarse, the 
simple profi t -an d-loss account 
win be overshadowed by the 
cost - in terms of avalanche 
damage and loss of life - of the 
heavy snowfalls which, a few 


weeks ago, were a source 
merely of optimism. 

Things are different up in 
Riksgr&osen, 150 miles inside 
the Arctic Circle in Swedish 

Lapland. There the season has 

onJyjust got under way. because 
of the short midwinter days, and 
the flat light cast on the slopes 
by the low sun, the resort 
opens in the middle of February 
and doses - after a March/ April 
peak- in late June. Stocktaking 
at BiksgrSnsen will begin in 
May when, on a good day skiers 


wiD be out on the slopes dressed 
only in T-shirts and shorts. 

As a winter-sports desti- 
nation, this small comer of the 
Arctic wastes has a reputation 
which varies between “Where?” 
and , *'Wbw! n . To Swedish skiers 
and boarders, Riksgrfinsen has 
a truly international name, one 
which translates literally as 
“state border”. Originally noth- 
ing more than a spot where 
Sweden and Norway met, it 
still - so the resort's marketing 
manager told me - sounds to 


SKI HOTLINE 


Resort Area Comment Slopes [cm] Last Temp Forecast 

Detailed Independent snow and open Lwr Upr mow 

weather reports From 180 resorts ANDORRA 

_ „ . . . , Soldeu 100% Great conditions 100 110 05.03 -2C variable 

first, obtain the access code for Austria 

the resort of your choice. — 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 "P 4 *** — 10 °* Upper runs good 50 200 24.02 1C Variable 

(the rax lists codes for 180 re- ***■" ”~- ,00 » Major snow cover 80 20 0 24.02 2C Wuiable 

Sorts) BULGARIA _ 

Pamporowo 100% Good skiing 55 135 23.02 3C Mild 

To listen to the latest snow and Canada 

weather report: Lake Louise 100% Packed snow 75 230 03.03 02 Snw sfirs 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code prance 

c . . . . LaOusaz — .90% Great skiing 110 310 05.03 0 Variable 

and W ea therreport: ^ ^ C 511 ^ Courchevel ....95% Most areas open 185 310 05.03 -5C Snow 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 

Campirello ..100% Generally good 20 55 22.02 -2C Overcast 

SCOTLAND 

The LeeJit — .95% Good coverage 35 55 04.03 -1C 5nw shrs 

| SWITZERLAND 

A detailed four-page summary of St Mono: ... .100% Good conditions 90 UO .22.02 -1C Chngble 

conditions in 180 resorts united STATES 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 V&ll 100% Packed powder 130 155 02.03 -17C 5nwstvs 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 Information supplied by Ski Holme 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0670 calls are standard national rate. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

wwKwortfcowrxom The report ad 


nochskiers like an incomplete 
address. Fbrslriers, however; its 
location permits the rare plea- 
sure of going down a piste, the 
Gransleden, which begins and 
ends in one country but switch- 
es for most of its length into an- 
other. 

The "Wow!” response comes 
from snowboarders: for them, 
Riksgr&nsen is one of the 
world’s winter-sport espials. Its 
reputation is based on the ter- 
rain - the undulating rti pa and 
crests of its off-piste area make 
, it a natural “fun park” -and has 
been built up both by the re- 
sort's clever marketing, and 
snowboarding sponsors’ desire 
to keep their brand-names in 
the public eye until the early 
summer. With only a 400m ver- 
tical descent, it doesn’t seem to 
offer much to downhill skiers. 
But for anyone seduced fay the 
singular atmosphere and 
miraculous landscape of Arctic 
Scandinavia - since this is the 
third season running that I 
have travelled there to ski, I 
must count myself a victim - 
visiting Europe’s most norther- 
ly ski resort is irresistible. 

Oddly, RiksgrSnsen owes its 
existence to Europe’s biggest 
iron-ore mine, based 75 miles 
to the south-west in Klruna. lb 
exploit the rich seam of ore a 
railway was built across the 
mountains to the port of Narvik, 
on Norway’s Atlantic coast 
Built in several sections from 
1884 onwards, the single-track 
railway was finally completed 
when Norwegian and Swedish 
rails were linked at Riks- 
gransen in 1902. 

At the time, the two coun- 
tries were also linked, in a na- 
tional union; and this symbolic 
junction demanded an appro- 
priate gesture- a railway sta- 
tion which was then the second 
biggest in Sweden (bigger even 
than Stockholm's, so I was 
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Riksgransen’s undulating dips and crests create a natural “fan park” for snowboarders 


Peter Gray 


told), with separate waiting 
rooms for all three classes, an 
adjoining hotel, and enclosed 
tracks with doors at either end 
to keep the cold out 

A dozen years later this ab- 
surd white elephant was de- 
molished. its timbers taken 
away to be used for building 
houses. But in 1930, Swedish 
Railways embarked on anoth- 
er attempt to main* something 
of Riksgrfinsen, fay building a 
hotel for visiting skiers. Taken 
over by a national youth or- 
ganisation soon afterwards, 
the resort flourished, and the 
country’s first ski-school was 
established there in 1932; a 
succession of subsequent own- 
ers installed more lifts, and 
built apartments. 

The original 1930 hotel has 
become the reception area of a 


large complex- stiff admittedly, 
with something of a youth-or- 
ganisation flavour; except down 
in the basement, where the 
Lapplandia restaurant serves 
extraordinarily good food at 
up-market prices (main cours- 
es from about £10). The menu 
supposedly reflects Lapland 
cuisine; whether the indige- 
nous Sami people usually put an 
avocado and feta cheese crust 
on their salm on I couldn’t say 
but I certainly didn't complain. 

A ski area whose lifts (one 
two-seater chair and one three- 
seater; plus four drag-lifts) 
climb only to 909 metres clear- 
ly couldn’t match the heights 
achieved by the cooking in the 
hotel’s basement. The pistes, 
mainly easy reds, all run down 
a north-facing slope into the 
huge valley, and you could 


cover them in a single morning. 
But as was obvious from a first 
ride up the chair-lift from the re- 
sort base, on-piste skiing is not 
what Riksgransen is about 

Beneath the lift snow- 
boarders darted down the gul- 
leys between the rocks and 
searched out ridges from which 
to attempt - usually unsuc- 
cessfully - ambitious flips and 
spins. Elsewhere, on off-piste 
areas between and beyond the 
marked runs, telemarkers 
knelt into the soft snow on 
their way down, and tourers 
used their ski-skins to climb up. 
Alpine skiers such as myself 
were easily outnumbered. 

Riksgrftnsen habitually 
opens with one-and-a-half me- 
tres of snow; this season it had 
only 70cm. With the touted 
snow cover available, many of 


the pistes had not been 
groomed. So the one black run 
remained a very challenging 
lumpy snow-field; and the blue 
run down to the bottom of the 
lifts was a switchback ride with 
some si gnifican t ascents be- 
tween the descents. 

The latter was, however, the 
resort’s most enjoyable run. a 
lonely trek across the ski face 
towards an escarpment from 
which, across the railway, the 
road (built only in 1985) and the 
frozen lake, the awesome Arc- 
tic valley opened up. spreading 
about 25 miles to tile east 

Was it cold? Yes, freezing: at 
least minus 10 degrees centi- 
grade. But it was good, too - 
with another dinner at the Lap- 
plandia restaurant still to coma 

Sweden Tburism; 0171-870 5 600 
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See the... 

~ Great Barrier Reef. Ayeis Rock. 
Sydney Open House. Best Stopovers - 
For East USA. Africa. Fiji. Cook Islands. 


KS 0870-737 7797 1 

USA 


fares. 

Cruises, weekend 
shopping trips, theme parks, 
national parks 8 wildlife. 


Combine 
countries. 

Thailand. Singapore, Indonesia. 
Malaysia. Hong Kong. China. 
Paradise islands, exciting 
culture, trekMnq. car hire 


2 6870-737 7818) 



& 0870-730 7427 




OFFERS! 


(a 0870-737 7853 ) 

BEST FARES ON BRITISH AIRWAYS & OTHER LEADING AIRLINES 

m m II ■ Many more cities all over the States - 

LosAnaeles 


New York 



Chicaqo See 'Two Cities for the Price of One' 



BEST PRICES 
GUARANTEED 


I Call NOW for details 


bom mA Indude P»imU too md«l 


PLATINUM 


9 Unbeatable dfactsel! fere value on the woritrs top scheduled airiines 
with many regional UK departures. 

BOurSpedaiht Travel Consultants tailor itineraries to your exact wishes 
fCPUMl 9 We arrange everytfwigr cWwe, rail, coach fours, hotels, adventures 
8AJ1 the accommodation options: from budget stays to luxury hotek 
r Sank* Chmf mtmrr appBcMt. Al (arp »nd ottos are mbjea to rettrtettys, condrDoni md kxafly tca-v imy Ao apply. 


ALTON: 12 High Street Alton. Hampjliire GU34 IBM Fax: 01420-82133 OPEN 7 DAYS 
LONDON: 52 Regent Street, London. W1R 60X Fax: 0171-287 4522 Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm 
LONDON: 373-375 The Strand, London WC2B OIF Fac 0171-497 2923 (Strand to 6pm) 

& United Airlines |€H|1 LSI 

IabtaJc 295B (London 10 am to 4pm) 


Special Interest Holidays 


1 

for the Millennium 


Help raise funds for the first 
authentic stupas in Britain - 
at Samye Ling and Holy Island 


For 10 days in February 2000... 

...a dream come true 

Trek the edges end valleys of Nepal fo| 
the sacred caves of Helambu 


Led by Buddhist Monks, 

Sherpa guides and British climbers 
organised by Doug Scott CEE 
(the first Briton up Everest) 

Don't delay - places are limited 

It could cost you nothing, or as little as £200 
Phone 013873 73232 Fax 013873 73223 
From March 7th to find out how you can be 
part of this event. 


X TRAVEL 


I Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices 


iflwMiaduA- 

O/W RIN 
HONEY £Jli-.£445 

CaBNS »J 

PERTH IIH...HM 

AUCXUML. .on.. E44J 
INDIA...... 

MADRAS £280.-/41 5 

KATHMANDU.. £2»-X>2> 
COLOMBO — nWL-XM I 
BANGKOK-..-. N 

SWGAP0RE._..!Mf.-iJ4> 


CURRENT BEST BUYS - *mcul 

CMW RIN £VW RIN SOUTH 

HONGK0WV...nM..^»n W«*5 n ACDir A 

BAH CAK10WN 

SAIGON £289-^770 MDOCO alY-.JI98-/H7 000* 

ouro — £ i«~<iw woKWMo«»-«;; f ,.£/y y* m 
SJu-„ OUTO 

HJWO £2»-£128 J***-—- ? Fmm *1m xvxiUbU 

S0fCHEUIS...£l7l.-t4« NEWY08L..— 12ik Apul 
MB0H..._....m».-£2W LOSANOLfS-niS-nU ™ JOxk June 
MJWC. _..£795-jfI8t MAfifiAKFCH 020 aM9Kfrmmm 


* Diparliq Bp to 
27ih Much 
Fun «1 m xvxiUbU 
12th Apul 
to JDih Jane 




0BEMA& 


n a i i CAIRNS o v i * t 1 a n d to SVDNEV 
AU°C N K??ND Fil l - LOS ANG CLES -LONDON^ 


inNGHAULx0171 957 5122 TOWA1UHI1C.0171 9J72654 
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* STA TRAVEL ★ 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 



BOSTON Nt VV YORK LOS ANGELES 


USA 

; SPECIALS £149 £159 £239 


PARIS ! BRUSSELS 


01 7 1 361 6143 


* 

EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171381 6261 0161 83* 0668 (Manchester) \ 
ACCOMMODATION • ItBUBAHCE ■ TOWS: «71 «1 SIM * EURO STAR: 0171 3S1 E143 | 

H1h>l«1^-71QurtlLU>SCurSLafa1>XaiMtS l CiBMJp-<9IM T '>nKN N urt l u 

aiMift -7IWM EuLUhtaf* 1 

www.italrarelAa.Dt STA TRAVEL 
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0541 551 163 


\ Walking Holiday Specialists 

SHERPA 

for 27 yearc wa have ofleivcl a wiriJnsnmsit'B range 
of Himalayai Expeditions, but our most Important 
destination is France! Dur most popular boi Way in 
199B was to a little blown Spanisfi Island. 

For deals of over IDG superb walking holidays 
wwldwide to suit walkers o* all abHittes call: 

01815777187 

wwvt*h« FpB-wwBdng-fvjiiday8.ca.uk 



Tel: 017687 73966 

<«*i)dvonluro5-cnterpriit*.net 


Special Interest Holiday 



MEXICO 

CR A-jyWr€SE C LS: l’ J L»T^ Awi?.:: 


SKYHOS Tlw HoHxtiC Expattonca. 
In Greeca a the Caribbean. 0171 
2 W 3065 or wwwLSkyioaxom/ 
CYCLING & walking nondays In 
Bavaria & Austria. H1EE brochure 
01588 780800. AlTO. ATOL 2887 




Special Interest 
Holidays 
continues 
overleaf. 


pr^e=-: 


I * Year -round lodging and 
walking lours also available 

® canTrekAmerica on 01295 256777 ® 
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worldwide 

A unique selection of small group exploratory 
holidays from the UK's leading 

adventure tour company. 

Rambles, Hikes 8c Ireks - Alps, Picos, Sierra Nevada, 
Peloponnese. Cappadocia. Atlas, Kilimanjaro, Himaiaj-as, 
Tien Shan, Rockies, Sierra Madre, Andes. 

Wildlife Safaris- Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, South Africa, Madagascar, India, 
Nepal, Borneo, Canada, Costa Rica, Galapagos. 

River Journeys & Sea Treks - Dordogne, Aegean, 

Nile, Niger, Okavango, Ganges, Yangtse, East Indies, 
Amazon, Orinoco. Chilean Fjords, South Pacific. 

Lost Cities & Ancient Worlds - Delphi, Luxor, Petra, 
Persepolis, Carthage, Timbuktu, Samarkand, Xian, 
Angkor, Chichen Icza.Tifcal, Macho Picchu. 

Choose from over 200 tours in 96 countries. 

Tom from 8 days to 4 weeks. 

Prices from under £400 to over £2000. 

call 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Exploretl^kkltNI.AkMnlGUi: 1UJ 
wwvtapforcxauk FuUy bonded AtTOMTOL 2W 



















24/TRAVEL 

TEL: 0171 293 2222 


the WEEKEND REVJl 

The totependtai, ti March I 



TbkeQff 


OVERSEAS 


TakeOff 


FAX: 0171 




WORLDWIDE T A I L 0 R M A D E 


HOTELS 


CAR HIRE 


TRAVEL 


AUSTRALIA £29 • USA £34 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CALL NOW FOR OUR TULOURADE WORLDWIDE Oft NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 



TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


NO INSURANCE FEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAINST AIRLINE INSOLVENCY . CAA APPROVE 


FLY AWAY for the MILLENNIUM 



NEW YORK & BOSTON 

with Top Quality Airlines 
Depart 01 Nov - 1 6 Dec 

from £244 

Depcri 17 31 Dec 

from £409 


F L 

1 G H T S 

D 1 

R E C T 


Rahim priest win afar airifas 
Inducing prepaid ah pun tea* fan: 

£449 fWftri Ein 




Includes FREE sightseeing 
voucher worth over S50 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-Frl 9om-9pm I Sot 9am-5.30pci, Sun 1 0om-4.30pffl 

WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Spfaf 

AueLknd 

Ba n gicL 

Hong Kaag 
*W»» 
Jobannasbug 
Dubai 

MU 


£478 Baton C14* 

£4*3 Chicago £177 

£349 Orlando £307 

£3*7 Sou ftancaoo £233 

£35* let Aqgala £233 

£399 faguw £230 

£339 Medea 5342 

£310 Round TfcaMrU £688 


Woo on nb»a n fagafafa** Cab ow mzmM 
Ita fa Code Coe Ut MH F130C JOCK 0243 






From London-Luton 


Aberdeen, Edinburgh 
Glasgow, Manchester 
Newcastle 



• • ::-r. $:*M ro'95 

Aberdeen £29 

Athens £69 

Zurich £49 

SB® 

Geneva 


ESCAPE 



OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


MONOTONY! 

£29 


Shannon - 
Ireland 


Brussels 



Copenhagen, 
Barcelona, Madrid, 
Milan, Nice, 

Rome w 


24 hours per day on the Internet: 

www.virgin-express.com 


Or ask your local travel aiient ur call us 
directly 7 days a week: 


(0171)7440004 



YOUR RIGHT TO FLY F3S LESS 


Amsterdam 
Brussels, Paris 


Daporsn* sa Aon GaMe*. HMthtw * Swan M dstthaaom m to 
8 naMb torn* Shanocr* More ■» t— » nfact la waMMy md 
IneWa Sftpart wan. Frioa not t» (Mured 21 dqya In aaanca ioapt 
Shmoonj. Ra— km n nattaftndabia red cannot ha chaypd. Smd 
an RmRad M n« rw ba mMH aa m Hem. 


Call 0990 074 074, 

contact your local travel agent, 
or see Teletext page 373.. 


KLM UK 


Buy on the Internet and 
get a discount of £1 off each 
one-way fare! 


From all over die UK, 
to all over the world. , 


Hgtfe an Iron* London Sustad andfor Cty dependent on daattat 
FEra an retan and hduda al akpart taxes. Saw tares apply to a* 
dates and Afrits at/ - subject to Rmfejd avalaOirty aid rosWcttarc 
and must inctude a tw rig« mWmum stay or Stanfey right. E781 
maflabio tor trawl unU 26 /OMa. 


Bruy oolitic ^ 

www, easyj ex . com 

0870 6 000 000 


si mm 


EUROPE fr 


■liWliMWt 


France 


ARCHAEOLOGY 2c HISTORY 
In FRANCE 


PROVENCE, ihnrt Hm ftortnc* - ndi Or Dtoar Aim - Uv 
MEGA1HHE HRfrCANY-nb Or Aifay Buri-Juae 
KMANESQUE (i <*JEH3Y- rich Jufct Hoie-ood - Jubr 
CAVE ART of DORDOOffi - wnfa Pral MlUln - JoW 
OTRENEAN CAVE PAOVUMGS rid Dr Paul Babn - Scomber 



ANDANTE TRAVELS 


OH Tdqibooe flilmy . Vkxabourat Daffimy , Ssfaiur, SP4 &EH 

Tit mwa busts Pscoraofcioaa 

F - wi il ■ A niinW aflUBjiii »9 


w», 



ATLANTA OH S. FRANCISCO 06 


£226 WASHMCT0N 


ORLANDO, l tlgUs/r. 01 ]* 

NEWrORKG^BiwJc2«4tefr. QBQ* 

i^pakBiia 


Ml fata* mi M ad faaotfa ftte 


j4ir\&cations ^ 

01718281137 


Fare savers 


GREECE fr £89 
TURKEY £129 



01476 592095 


Greece 


7/nvia 





France 


01242 2 40 310 


1 0 1 242 240 3 70 1 


£1 

*ro l 

U 




pi 
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WASTE ELS 


fDaCIc 




BRITTANY Dordogns 4 more. Wkte 
soteodon of uBu, mast naor caa 
or with pools. Sunsslsct VBlaa 
abta V727& Brochure oizm 
ZTI900 

ARGENTIEHE Qroai chalet, groat 
food, great wtna, amazing aiding. 
Spaces April. Taf 01583 782919 



[UJ VILLAS WITH POOLS |l 

II 


, ATM BEST PRICES 

SS 


01235 824320 

RentaVjllR 


Whu l* UNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 



01629 824 881 







LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NBM ZEALAND SOUTH AMBKA 
CAHB 8 EAN RAH EAST - 
WOLE EAST AFRICA 


THRIFTWAY 
TRAVEL Li 

« 0171 490 1490™ 


THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pure Cnas. Sic vBage houaaa, 
spring flowws, breathtaking 
annoy and empty baachaa. 
0181 780 0879 AM Z7S7ATTO 


Special Interest 


NEXUS TRAVEL 



01273 626242 
r 0870 7294973 


Y malaga 

from£120rtn 

first flight 

29 march 


student & 


www.usitcampus.co.uk 1EJ523 

40 DfOnchcv Nalionwtdi' 


faro 

om £120rtn 


nrst tlif-ni 


23 march 


madrid 

from £90rtn 
first flight' 

• juiy 


biibao 

from £80rtn 
first flight 
29 aprii 


edinburgh 


from £70rtn 


vemce 

munich 

from £80 an 


miian 
bologna 
Copenhagen 
hoc' £ iOOrfn 


rome 
lisben 

from £120rtn 


0845 
60 54321 


book online at 
www.go-fly.com 

fares include taxes 


minimum 2 night stay 

the new low cost 
airline from 
brftish airways 


Canada 


BRITTANY JosaeBn 17c Cottage. 
Sleeps 8 C1-30(VMc 01326 
4*7053 

CHEZ NOUS 8? Sara money ■ 
book direct, 30004- private own- 


DORDOGNE, steeping s-9 . 2 cat- 

tagei eedi E brema ( 4 IS). Psac» 

M rural sadngTH 01271 871029 


ore-ail types i/c holiday proper- 
ties 8 BAB'S In France. Can far 


Has B BAffs In France. Can for 
tree 350 page tflraaory. 08700 
730 730 (NHG20AJ 


1 

■i aa. 

m 



mm 



KK3 

Miifa i a aj 



NEPAL 

INDIA 

TIBET 

Treks 
Climbs 
Culture ■ 


■ JiTOL 

▼ « 


Escorted 



CANADA 



O 0990 434 434 


r « FRANCE -SPAIN 
•PORTUGAL •FLORIDA 


f ^mafl grwpa en lhh 

Olympia, EpWoortt, 


Ira, ManL ate. 0181 9474748 
) ATOL808 (Sum! Holiday?) 


Tallonrade 
Wildlife Holiday* 

Classic Nepal 

Fora brochure TW; 

01773 873497 


OVER 700 

VILLAS, 

jNPHMELOCmONS I sunvil discovery: Cosa Rha, 


Central America 


FORA FRH COLOUR 
BROCHURE PHONE 


01235824325 


4740 WTO ATOUSOa 



tf} 


Destination 



Destinations 



Worldwide Europi' K Jmi-'.i.i 

0171 730 Sill 0171 730 34C2 0171 73071! 


52 Gtos^eno! Gardens, London SW1 (opp Victoria 


M.-inChuSIrr OriMOl 

0151 273 1721 0117 029 2-9J 

C>rir>.nnr''' , ' T > Dnahron 

0121 413 1S4S 01273 S70 226 


Sr.oll.ii'O 
0131 668 330. 

Com Lir.O 

01223 32- 26. 


hMl f. ifld'.M nr. * 7 L> L 


IVavei as many times 

£51-99 **»»•*» 


Sew ■ a year 

WHfa our onraul travel insurance, 
you can bke naoltiple trip* 
throughout the you 
■R> enrol call qwiting 
t eferan ro WA78. 

Lina are open 7 days. Q800 700 737 


InmftoK 

Scrvkn 


ludliihU fa * » ■ i— . . 

mane m IHMI iiNUIreMNnl 

n/uk 


OnafautfapMiwd hfa°man<« MVy taafaCadta. Whdk«<Mhd 
hnnaMn^M AimcaiS«rnaaantaalref«tMlr4 anlnkrfDda* 


ere— fajmyitby raANC«d»dPna» Aiiiti 

dtSfcrnufadl*— .Siitnfa.kMkaMIBSafabkmil— fa'uun* 


TRAVEL ARCADE 


Amawfam 

84 

Madrid 

112 

Athent 

119 

Marseille 

197 i 

Barodooa 

93 

M3an 

93 

BerEn 

119 

New York 

189 ; 

Bordeaux 

189 

Nke 

97 

Bokoo 

198 

Oslo 

100 

Budapest 

169 

Pisa 

100 

Chicago 

195 

Rome 

98 

Copenhagen 

104 

San Francisco 

267 

Frankfurt 

119 

Stockholm 

107 

Faro 

129 

Toulouse 

171 

Geneva 

136 

Toronto 

319 

Hamburg 

132 

Venice 

65 

Lisbon 

119 

Vienna 

160 

Los Angeles 

267 

7jnv4\ 

149 

All Prices include Airport Tax 
0171 734 5873 



Who lets you 
take as many 
holidays as 
you like... 


THE INDEPENDENT 



MaperatartNswspapOTUK 
LU regrets hat athougn vnty 
reasonable precaution b taken, 
no reeponsbSy ca n be 
accepted for fllgftlsaiKVor 
accommodation d^red . - 
Brough these columns, erwy ; 
toss ails tog theretoom. Readers 
are advised to take aS 
necessary precautions bafcre 
ertertng tote any travel . 

arrangements. 


Sri Lanka 


NEW ENGLAND WWe afaoWn of 
perennaUy ael act ad hotiraiytf 
retorti on Cepe Cod and to V* 
mom. BMomnHW TYmefABTA 
D021 9 TriOl Q1 7078794 
Disney /Florida UeavySDed lr; 

b»i rifa bi pin* HMne, hrewt 

poai.eataaTVNrUraite.beree . 

riding, goH bixJ o* attractfona- Tri ; 

0181 341 87m. - 


South America 



Five flights weekly from , 
Heathrow to Buenos Aires 
daily from Madrid 


Nile 


Guatemala. Ecuador, the Griapo- 
goo. Highly nagdbia MMdual 


tour* and Oyrirfra*. Junglo 
lodgaa, nature raaorveK. 0181 S47 


Tel UK 

0171 494 1001 
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Where rivals feared to tread 

Trails of the unexpected: through the old east-London stamping grounds of Ronnie and Reggie Kray. By Ed Glinert 



n 8 March 1969 
the Kray twins, 
E^ggie and Ron- 
nie, were sen- 
tenced to life 
imprisonment 


George Cornell and Jack "The 
Hat* McVitie. Justice Steven- 
son recommended that the 
twins serve “not less than 30 
• years”, a term that ends on 
Monday. Ronnie won’t be com- 
ing out The younger of the two 
died of aheait attack in Broad- 
moor four years ago. Reggie, 
who has since got married and 
found God, and dreams of set- 
tling down as a country gen- 
tleman in Suffolk, is still mgr flo 

A mile and a half east of the 
Old Bailey, where they were 
sentenced, lies the Krays’ main 
stamping-ground, Bethnal 
Green, now home to London's 
» biggest Bangladeshi commu- 

P nily. Brick Lane, with its scores 

of curry houses and famous 
Sunday flea market, is a major 
London attraction but the 
streets running off to the east 
are less inviting. 

One of these is Cheshire 
Street, its ugly Victorian 
terraces converted to shops at 
ground leveL Here, just before 
St Matthew's Row, stands a 
grim-looking pub, the Carpen- 
ters Arms. This was the last 
establishment the twins owned 
and was where Reggie had a 
few stiff drinks to get his nerve 
up the night he murdered Jade 
“The Hat" in 1966. St Matthew's 
Row leads to St Matthew’s 
Church, site of Ronnie Kray’s 
funeral When Frank Sinatra’s 
"My Way* was played during 
the service, Reggie broke down 
in tears. 

Outside vast crowds gath- 
ered to watch the cortege, 
dra wn by two plumed black 
horses, as it made its way 
through the East End, on to 
Chingfbrd, where Kray was 
buried. Ebrther along Cheshire 
Street, at the comer with Here- 
ford Street, stands the now- 
disused Repton Boxing Club 
where the Krays learnt their 
southpaw grammar in the For- 
ties. 'Hie twins became two of 
the most fearsome schoolboy 
boxers on the circuit following 
in the steps of their grandfather; 



Hie horse-drawn hearse of Ronnie Kray makes its way through Bethnal Green en route to Chingford, where the gangster was buried 


John Lee, himself known as 
“The Southpaw Cannonball”. 

Before long Cheshire Street 
meets Vallance Road, the 
Krays’ main manor They were 
raised at number 178, “Fort Val- 
lance”, where they kept a 
Luger automatic, revolvers, 
sawn- off shotguns and a 
Mauser beneath the floor- 
boards. A sword was always to 
hand. This was the twins’ gang- 
land headquarters until 1966 
when the council slapped a 
. (Compulsory purchase order on 



-thaxow-anri-pnlled it down. A 

housing association property 
now stands on the ate. 

‘ Vallance Road is cut in two 
by a huge railway viaduct, its 
arches filled with scrap-metal 
merchants and car dealers. 
During the Second World War 
the houses, including No 178, 
were known as "Deserters' 
Corner". The Krays’ father 
Charles spent the war on the 
run, once hkSng in the coal cel- 
lar while an official searched 
the house. When the official 


went to open the door to the 
cellar Rtranie Kray interjected: 
“Do you think my old man 
would be daft enough to hide 
anywhere as obvious as that?" 
The ruse worked. 

At the height of the Krays' 
power their Blast End fieftiom 
was challenged by the Richard- 
sons from south London. A 
parley was held in the Grave 
Maurice, a dark boozer at 269 
Whitechapel Road, next to the 
Tube station. Ronnie Kray 
acted as "peacemaker” (his 
own word) in an argument be- 
tween a Richardson acolyte, 
George Cornell, whom he was 
later to shoot dead, and a car 
dealer, Thomas “Ginger” 
Marks, whom Cornell later 
killed. The attempt to make 
peace was doomed to failure. 

On the morning of March 8 
1966 there was a shoot-out at a 
dub in Catford. A Kray ally 
Richard Hart, was killed and, in 
revenge, the Krays decided to 
take out a Ric har dson. Only 
Cornell was out of jafl. Cornell, 


who had angered Ronnie Kray 
by calling him a “fat poof", was 
in the Blind Beggar pub, a few 
hundred yards east of theGrave 
Maurice at 337 Whitechapel 
Road, sitting on a stool beside 
the small, U-shaped bar and 
supping a light ^ When Ron- 
nie Kray and an accomplice, Ian 
Barrie, walked in, the jukebox 
was playing the Walker Broth- 
ers’ “The Sun Ain’t Gonna Shine 
Anymore”. Cornell turned 
round, saw Kray and exclaimed, 
“WeD. look who's here then " 
They were his last words. Bar- 
rie fired a shot into the ceiling. 
Ron aimed between Cornell’s 
eyes and shot him dead. In the 
commotion the needle of the 
jukebox stuck in the middle of 
the song on the word "any- 
more... anymore... anymore...” 

The Blind Beggar is owned 
by a Japanese company these 
days. According to the manag- 
er, “at least one person a day 
wants to know where George 
Cornell was shot and lookat the 
bullet-hole, but it’s ail been 


completely changed and the 
hole is no longer there.” 

The other place where the 
Krays were involved in murder 
was a basement flat at 97 Ever- 
ing Road, Stoke Newington, 
two miles north of Bethnal 
Green. Once Ronnie Kray had 
shot Cornell, Reggie needed to 
equal the score. A likely target 
was Jack “The Hat”McVitie,a 
villain with whom the twins 
had fallen out McVitie was 
lured to the flat on the night of 
October 28 1967 on the pretext 
of a party. When McVitie asked 


"Where’s all the birds, all the 
booze?", Reggie replied by 
pointing a gun at his head and 
firing. The gun jammed. As 
McVitie tried to escape through 
the window his hat fell off: he 
couldn't get away and so Reg- 
gie picked up a carving knife 
and pushed it into his face. 

The murder done, Reggie 
Kray drove back to the Blast 
End and stopped beside the 
humped-back bridge over the 
Regent's Canal, Suicide Bridge, 
to throw the guns and murder 
knife into the watec lain Sindair 


named his 1978 collections of 
poems about East London 
myths “Suicide Bridge”, in ho- 
nour of the spot 
Back to Whitechapel, from 
the Blind Beggar it’s a short 
walk up the All to the Perfect 
Fried Chicken and Ribs take- 
away at 106 Mile End Road. The 
Kentucky Club was upstairs in 
the Sixties, one of the many 
nightclubs the Krays opened 
The Kentucky’s biggest night 
was the March 1962 party held 
to celebrate the premfere of the 
cockney comedy film Spamers 


Reuters 


Cant Sing, starring Barbara 
Windsor; no less, which had 
been held opposite in the Em- 
pire Cinema (now disused). 

South of Mile End Tube sta- 
tion is the ate of the billiard hall 
on Eric Street, the Krays' first 
commercial venture in the 
Fifties. It gave them a foothold 
and made money by being used 
as a storehouse for other crim- 
inals’ knock-off gear and 
weapons. The hall has long 
since been demolished and an 
old people’s home now stands 
peacefully on the site. 



We’ll change your view of Egypt everyday 


Experience the timeless majesty of the Nile 
Valley and discover the land of the Pharoahs. 
From the an dent grandeur of theValley of the Kings 
to the drama of Abu Simbel, the sense of history is 
memorable. Contrast the modem luxuries 
of a cruise as you sail in style 


A World of Experience 


between the andent dries of Luxor and Aswan with 
Kayes and Jarvis. With prices starting from £428 per 
person for 7 days full board (indusive of flights and 

transfers) you won't be needing a king’s ransom 
For reservations and more information call: 
01812227800, e-maifees@luyesjarvis.coin 
or contact your travel agent. 


Jasper 

Rees 



The construction 
industry and 
the docusoap 
were made for 
each other, 
much as Sodom 
was made 
for Gomorrah 


Train Deluxe from Victoria Falls 


featuring a passage on the *Train Deluxe’ from Victoria Falls via 
the Hwange National Paris to Bulawayo and including a 3-night stay on Lake Kariba 


Ts 


is itinoarv combines the dramarf ^ 9 Tlights from £895 

landscape, the mighty Victoria Falls, the wildlife of 
Sv^ Nahonal park. Late Kariba and a raih*£ 


mirmM- tWm? that part of the 'Iron Way vrfudi runs from 

-Jdi » to fc ywgj 

n£We win RbwJhe section a the Iron « v «M 
runs from Bubvrayo to Ucfora Falls « ihojjjJ tf* Tram 
Deluxe' with a stop en route to visit the Hwange 
National Park 

itinerary in brief 

Dav- I Depart London Gahvick to Harare- Day 2 In foe 

ESiihtf ifefrom Harare to Kariba far ^ 

1 i i'ik„ inn tw* 3 & 4 At leisure with an opounai 

programme of visits. Day 5 Fh' toyidona Falls ^d 
h-imi t to the Elephant Hills Hotel tor a stay of three 

-MT™ far 

S3ssag=S?=w 

tXxlun.D*- 10AirwLorxk.nGahvu.il ___ 



DEPARTURE 
DATES & PRICES 

raSwJwpflntBm i« haihriM »*™ 
March 14.21, 2S £395 
April 4. 11. 1&3JJS5 


May 2, 9. 16.23.302BS6 
June 6, 13. 20. 27*895 - July 4. 1 U& 25.070 
Aug 1. a 15.22. 29X97D - Sept 5. 12. 19, 26X895 

Single Supplement £250 
Ivory Class Suite £150. Emerald Class Suite £250 
Easter supplement £75 

Ydu fTtQNatmJyuur stay for a further week at the Bephsnt Hills 
Hold in V i c tor ia Ms or spend on additional week or too on the 
island cf Mauritius. Please enq^ for further debit 

ftice nlUtK tja rapu rt at m thraugniL IK dqwture to. Ml beard mi 
( hr Ton Ddm. roman] bruJ&s acoxnodacion in Victoria Fafis aw 
Lkkr Kanfco. visit* & inlkalrd. services ui kronsleJCtahlc ttuidn. 
W tadnfafcwwl BBsana. Lfpcifi. ivasta arson fcws. Out timi 
CividdmriBoolaqgiMvbfaleonniquBsUshjHaRiij'baBnMhXbins. 
JwfcStTO d qi M t uns ni^'epgaipgirhfTt w ai e iuiwion. 

0171-616 1000 

VOYAGES JULES VERNE 

2! Dorset Square, icrrhr NvV! 6QG 

Tnd LlJ wnlax MIXM 

Ow rtTea arr cprti «r Ickrtv’nr irom lore 

I.. 1 -vrLii^s 4 limn 9am »n Sj-n A fh, fit prfb-Aa) ■&ilu-< out 

oTlufuin jn<unli>!f«nK'rfUmi«l> 



A River Voyage through Siberia from Beyond the Arctic Circle to Krasnoyarsk 
Aboard the MS Anton Tschechov 


T he vast untouched regions of Siberia 
offer a unique travel experience. 
Nowhere is this more true chan in the 
far north of the region, an area of wild 
and stark beauty, which defies 
description. The scarcity of roads and 
railways means that most transportation 
is by rivet During the brief summer; 
rivers such as the Yeniscy become the 
main highways. 

After a long winter, the months of 
June, July and August burst with life as 
man, animal and vegetation make the 
most of the warm weather and the 
almost permanent daylight. 

Our navigation of the mighty Yenisey 
River begins in Dudinka on the northern 
reaches of the rivet From here we will 
begin our 10 day navigation to the 
central Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk. 
Strategically placed on the Trans-Siberian 
Line, this regional eapical rose to 
prominence in the 19th century when 
gold was discovered locally. Tourism 
reached the ana in the early 1990’s with 
the introduction of the MS Anton 
Tschechov. Prior to this the region was 
dosed to viators, however the placing of 
the vessel on the Yenisey has opened up 
a vast tract of land which would be 
otherwise impossible to explore. 

The 2500 mile long Yenisey flows from 
the mountains of Central Asia, through 
the vast forests of Siberia and on to the 
Arctic Ocean. On our journey’ we will 
encounter an abundant and diverse 
wildlife and the birdwatchers in the party’ 
will enjoy an interesting tune in an area 
which has seen little in the way of field- 
work One of the most fascinating aspects 
of the trip will be the opportunity to visit 
the people in the riverside settlements 
along the way. Thdr culture. lifestyle and 
language will be a constant source of 
wondo; especially their ability to thrive m 
the most hostile of climates. We will meet 
people from many’ ethnic backgrounds, 
some who were forcibly placed here and 
others from pioneers to Yakuts who have 
made their own way across this vast land. 


In addition to the expedition leader 
there will be a knowledgeable lecrorer 
travelling with us who, together with 
local guides will add much to our 
understanding of this little-known and 
once forbidden land. 

MS ANTON TSCHECHOV 

Designed and built in .Austria, the 200 
passenger Ivhcdwr is a modem comfortable 
vessel offering all outside cabins with private 
facilities Air-conditioned throughout, the 
vessel is ideal for the Yenissey. In addition to 
iis numerous public rooms there are bige 
open deck areas which are ideal for relaxing 
and observing life along this mighty river An 
unusual feature is an indoor swimming pool 
and sauna and other laabncs include a 
hairdresser and shop. 



raous perul settlement 
where many of the 
Decembrists were exiled in 
1825 by Nicholas 1. 

Day 6 Komsa. Soiling 
through the deepiv forested 
landscape wc will stop .11 
Komsj and explore the 
Taiga on a guided walk 
The wildlife here is still 
prolific and bear sighting? 
ore fairly frequent 
Day 7 Yarrevo. In 1558 
the Isar authorised the 
Strogonov family to open 
trading posts cast of trie 
Urals. There then began a 
massive scramble as waxes 
or Cossacks, fur trapper? 
and traders moied east, 
reaching the Yenisey at the 
end of the 1 5th century 
Today, wv will land in 
Yanevo an early Cossack 
settlement, explore the 
town and surrounding countryside 
Day 8 Jenisscisk Founded in I old .is a 
Russian outpost, Jemsseisk is strategieaHv 
situated town at the meeting point of the 
Yenisey and .Angara Rivas. Tod.iv. ihe town 
still posses a pioneer atmosphere and 
makes for an interesting watt: .tshore 
Day 9 Tasldno. Most of ihe dav will be 
spent cruising. A t hen stop will be made 
in the ceunnvside near T.iskno 
Day 10 Krasnojarsk. The coming o* the 
Trans-Siherun Railway changed a whole 
swathe of Lind in Siberia. Nowhere n: tv 
than the are of Knisnoiarck The .ichenr 01 
the rail line intensified die msaracon and 
spawned a chain ol cities We will explore 
the major sights including the dam and 
hydo-dcctnc power sration. Moor otemiohr 
Day II Knisnojarsk to London Gamick. 
Morning chanc: Right to Moscow Connect 
with British Airwave flight 10 London 

1999 DEPARTURE DATES 
AND PRICES PER PERSON 

based on double occupancy 


THE ITINERARY 

Day I London Ganvick to Moscow with 
British Airways. Join a special charter flight 
in the late wetung to Dudinka in the 
Russian Far .Arctic. 

Day 2 Dudinka. Arrive in the morning and 
drive 10 the Tscha/wv. The vessel will moor 
for the dbv in Dudinka. Afternoon dry tour 
and welcome concert. 

Day 3 list Port. In this remote settlement 
there will be a guided walk through the 
tundra. Summer only mates a brief appear- 
ance here for 12 weeks and temperatures 
in the winter drop to -60 degrees. 

Day 4 Igarka.- In the morning there will be 
a visit to the Rrrmafrost Sration, followed 
by a folklore concert. There will also be an 
opportunity to join an Optional helicopter 
flight over the tundra. 

Day 5 Tuiuchansk. Today we will cross the 
Arctic Circle and explore Turuchansk situ- 
ated dose to ihe confluence of the \cmscy 
and Nizhi Tungusta rivers. This was an inla- 
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Most creatures on tills planet have to have an innate sense of direction to cross space to breed and feed - but printed maps can sometimes help 


Magali Del Porte 


The ways of the world 

Maps can reveal as much about whoever devises them as about what they are supposed to depict. By Nick Rankin 


T he Argentinian writer 
Jorge Luis Borges has 
a teasing feble about 
an antique land, whose 
surveyors made “a 
map of the empire 
whose scale was that erf the empire, 
and which coincided point for point 
with it”. When later generations 
sickened of such grandiosity it was 
abandoned, and now in some renote 
western deserts, only tattered relics 
of the map still survive, ‘inhabited 
by animals and beggars”. 

It's a good joke, making the rep- 
resentation as big as the tiling it rep- 
resents, but maps in history have 
often been no laughing mattec In the 
south of Borges’ own homeland, 
near terrains disputed by Chile and 


Britain, I have seen border guards 
confiscate and destroy travellers' 
maps that do not conform to patriotic 
geography. Countries go to war over 
the maps that define their fron- 
tiers; maps have power because they 
reflect political power Every map is 
a point of view and each choice of the 
map-maker may reveal for more 
th an is consciously intended. 

“A man sets out to draw the 
world,” wrote Borges in 1960. “Over 
the years, he peoples a space with 
images of provinces, kingdoms, 
mountains, bays, ships, islands, 
fishes, rooms, instruments, stars, 
horses and individuals. Shortly 
before he dies, he discovers that that 
careful labyrinth of lines traces the 
features of his own face.” 


In fact, there were maps long 
before writing and printing. The 
waggle-dance of the honey-bee, pre- 
cisely directing fellow insects to a 
source of nectar; is a sort of aerial 
map; the body movements and 
pheromone messages of certain ant 
species are chemical maps. Most 
creatures on tins circling planet, with 
its gravity and its seasons, its light 
and its dark; have to have an innate 
sense of location and direction, be- 
cause they need to cross space to 
feed and to breed. Migrating birds 
and fish and whales, for example, 
carry no atlases but mostly arrive 
exactly where they want to. 

The history of fife, it has been said, 
is the history of crossing new 
thresholds, expanding, exploring 


evolving. Maps encode the inform- 
ation and memory of that process. 
In the broadest sense, maps are as 
old as minds. Mating a square map 
of a round world was one of the 
lesser problems of those dviEsations 
that incorporated other peoples’ 
territories into their empires. The 
indigenous inhabitants of Africa, 
Asia and America had their own 
maps since those who live off the 
land fcnowit most intimately buthow 
they conceived of their space was 
probably quite different from the in- 
vaders’ view. Similarly in Australia, 
the songiines of the Dreamtime are 
a different kind of record from a Eu- 
ropean mineral-prospector’s sur- 
vey of the outback. 

Maps are little models of the 


world When tbe write Robert Louis 
Stevenson was travelling in the 
western Pacific in the late 19th 
century, he obtained some “stick- 
maps” In Micronesia - frames of 
interwoven strips of bamboo with 
shells sewn on to show the relative 
distances of islands, used by 
traditional navigators. Stevenson 
was interested in these artefacts be- 
cause he loved maps. 

He began his first novel in August 
1881 by taking over his 12-year-old 
stepson’s painting of an island, 
colouring and naming it until it 
began to inspire his imagination: “As 
I pored upon my map of Tteasure Is- 
land, the future characters of the 
book began to appear there visibly 
among imaginary woods." 


Maps alter our view of reality The 
real shape of the different railway 
lines of the London Underground 
system was a sloppy tangle of 
spaghetti until 1933, when a man 
caHed Harry Beck reorganised it into 
a diagrammatic mnp that has be- 
come a design classic as well as an 
icon of London itself. 

Tbday on a planet gridded by the 
meridians of a shared time- space 
continuum, ringed by global posi- 
tioning satellites, blinking with inter- 
linked computers, the digital 
possibilities of depicting the world, 
and the cosmos, seem limitless. 
“Net" and “web” and “map” are all 
fitting together When children meet 
maps, and find their place on them, 
their consciousness expands. It can 


be true for adults too. As Oscar WBde 
once observed: “A map of the worid 
that does not include Utopia is not/ 
worth even glancing at for it leaves 
out the one country at which 
humanity is always landing. And 
when humanity lands there, it looks 
out and, seeing a better country 
sets saiL” 

Nicfc Rankin's programme , 'Map - / • • j 
puip the World \ starts today of ■■ 
930pm on BBC World Service (re- 
peats Sunday at 5.30pm and *. 
Wednesday at2.30pm>. nits article 
is reproduced toith permission 
from ‘BBC On Air’ magazine, die 
BBC’s international programme 
guide (subscription tiS a year, de- y 
tails OJ 72-557 2211) .. . 


No map, no guidebook, no 
problem ... well almost 

A map and a guidebook are not essential for exploring Tbilisi in Georgia, 
but, if you don’t speak the language, they would certainly help. By Pat Yale 



the shopping Forecast 



AS THE bus from Trabzon pulls 
into a muddy parking lot on the out- 
skirts of Tbilisi, a taxi driver rush- 
es to snare me. “Where to?" he asks, 
but I've carelessly arrived in Geor- 
gia without either map orguklebook. 
Tb make matters worse, the only 
words of Georgian in my bag are a 
list of toasts supplied fry the Bristol- 
Tbilisi Association lest I chance 
upon arty banquets along the way. 

Thank God for a better-prepared 
Japanese traveller who whips out a 
map. “To the station," he com- 
mands and the taxi duly speeds off 
On the fourth floor ofa grim concrete 
monstrosity masquerading as a 
hotel an equally grim concierge 
forces open a door Mid demands $10 
for a room with a threadbare blan- 
ket, a leaky sink and toilets three 
floors down. 

“No, no, no,” I hear myself chant- 
ing, which begs the question of 
where I think Tm going to sleep in 
this unknown city when I don’t have 
a single piece of blue-chip informa- 
tion to go oil The Japanese traveller 
flags down a second taxi. “To the 
Hotel Iveria,” he commands. 

One glance at the bed rolls and 
washing festooning this concrete 
copy of Centrepoint and the driver’s 
grudging compliance is under- 
standable. For the “guests" here are 
all refugees, their wretched half-life 
mocked fry the luxury of river views 
from their balconies. 

Snatching the initiative, the dri- 
ver heads on to the Hotel Ajara, an 
Identikit city office block. “Thirty 
three dollars,” the receptionist 
sneers. Help! Luckily a third taxi dri- 
ver takes pity on me. “fts, yes, 
cheap hotel Vfeiy good. Three dol- 
lars," he beams. So I hop in beside 
him and hope. Now at last things 
look up: in the spotless lobby of a 
homely suburban mansion, a re- 
ceptionist peeps from between neat- 
ly parted curtains. She and the 





driver confer in whispers for what 
seems as long to me as the bus ride 
from the border. Eventually the 
deal is done. The price has myste- 
riously risen to $25 but for that I get 
not just a bed but a table and chairs, 
a sofa, a TV and (oh joyil a bath. 

A good night’s sleep and one 
power cut later; fm stepping out to- 
wards the Metro full of enthusiasm 
for the unknown. The feet that 
there's no name displayed on the 
outside doesn't initially perturb me. 
After all everyone knows there are 
always mapsofundesground railway 
systems in the ticket offices. 

Except, I discovered, in Tbilisi 
With sinking heart, I descend to the 
platform and stare, confounded, at 


untransliterated Georgian and 
Russian. I turn tail and slink away 
comforting myself 1 didn’t know 
which station to head for anyway. 

Salvation materialises in the form 
of the flashy Europa restaurant 
and an English-spe akin g waitress 
who feeds me details of Aviabari and 
the historic city centre. One last taxi 
ride and Tm gliding past a promis- 
ing array of barrel-domed church- 
es and stretches of old city wall 

Aviabari overhangs the River 
Mktvari, the balconies of its wood- 
en houses dinging photqgenicaljy to 
a diff-fece. From there it’s a short 
walk to Sdolaki, which boasts all the 
tourist attractions a giri could want 
sulphur baths, a mosque, craftsmen 
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Tbilisi, where dumplings are a fast-food favourite RHPL 
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carving cameos from Siberian mam- 
moth tusks, restaurants purporting 
to offer Georgian delicacies, even a 
hillside fortress. 

There a carpet dealer presents me 
with a map. Thus sensibly equipped 
atlast, I can saunter confidently akK3g 
Rustavefis Avenue, the Bond Street 
of TKEsi where soda fountains dis- 
pense liquid refreshment for 10p a 
shot and fast-food shops do a roar- 
ing trade in steamed dumplings. 

On day three I brave the Metro 
again. Hazarding a guess which 
way I want, I board a train and, eu- 
reka, there’s a map revealing that 
just oik One loops round the city with 
a branch running off to my hoteL 

There I try handing the Dew re- 
ceptionist $25 for a fourth night’s 
stay. But “This is Georgia," she in- 
sists, “\bu must pay in lari.” Sev- 
enteen of them, in feet, or just $Z0. 
The long delay at check-in makes 
sense now. Taxi driver and recep- 
tionist were cashing in on my igno- 
rance. But so what? I know my way 
around Tbilisi Another week and Fd 
be writing the guidebook. 

Return flights to Tbilisi cost £555 
with Georgian Airways (01444 
415472). British citizens vM need 
to contort the Georgian Embassy 
(0891 600558) for a visa A 14-day 
tourist visa costs £19 


Gadget of the Week 
National Time Trails 

Map fanatics will delight in 
English Heritage’s new series of 
maps, which has just been 
launched as part of its 1999 
tourist initiative. The 45 
nationwide “Discover Your 
Heritage” Time Trails are 
designed to encourage people to 
explore their local history, and 
range from a two-mile Romanc- 
ing the Thames walk in west 
London to a hundred-mile Fire! 
Fire! Blasts, Bums and Bangs 
trail around the East Midlands. 
For a free national map - 
outlining all 45 trails — or a more 
detailed regional map, call the 
Time Trails Hotline on 0171-973 
3399, visit www.english-heritage. 
co.uk; or ask at any English 
Heritage property. 

Journey Co the Source 
No 5: The Panama Hat 

Topical travellers in search 
of the ultimate accessory 
would do well to put 
Ecuador on their 
itinerary - it’s 
home to the 
panama hat (pictured). 

Although this riassfe piece of 
straw-woven headgear can be 
purchased in Panama and was 
apparently made famous by 
Ferdinand de Lesseps (who 
attempted, unsuccessfully, to 
build toe Panama Canal while 
protecting his balding head with 
,a locally made hat), in feet the 
panama has little to do with that 
country and much more to do 
with Ecuador: 

Long associated with 
American gangsters (the wide- 
brimmed variety is still often 
referred to as the El Capone ), 
according to the Insight Guide 
to Ecuador <06.99, APA), fine 
straw hats were woven in 
Ecuador long before the 
conquistadores arrived, but 
became fashionable in Europe 
by the late 19th century and 
reached a peak in the late 1940s. 

These days, the pangn m is 
still a classic item of clothing, if 
not entirely fashionable. If you 
want to see how they're made, 
head for MontecristL This 
peaceful town, close to 


Ecuador’s south-western coast, 
has been home to hat-making 
for the last 150 years. 

Hats are strung' together 
here from the fronds ofa South 
American plant, Cariudovica 
pcdmatXL The best superjsno 
hats are made from the 
thinnest, lightest straw. It is 
woven together so tightly that it 
can take up to three months to 
complete a single hat- by 
which time, when turned upside 
down, it should be able to hold 
water without leaking and fold 
neatly into a pocket without 
creasing air crumpling. 

The stalks of the 
Cariudovica pabnata plants 
can grow up to about six metres 




tall, topped by a sheath 
of delicate leaves, but the hats 
themselves are made from toe 
fronds inside the stalks, each 
about a metre long. These are 
collected, dried, boiled in water 
for an hour and then dried out 
in the sun for a day. 

When the fronds are ready, 
the hats are woven into shape 
by local women and children 
and sent - untrimmed - by the 
middlemen to the relevant 
factory to be trimmed, bleached, 
hand-ironed and pounded into 
shape by toe exporter 
Many visitors to Ecuador 
stop off in Montecristi to buy 
themselves a panama hat from 

the local weavers - or any of the 
other woven items on sale in the 
town - and try to get 
themselves a bargain 
Originally founded as an 
inland refuge from pirates, 

these days the town has a worn 
air about it, its streets 
decorated with rows of 
cru m b ling colonial houses and a 
beautiful church. Eloy Alfero, 
who was president of Ecuador 


at the turn of the century was 
born in Montecristi, and his 
house is now open to the public. 

Unsurprisingly, the town is a. 
good place to get a favourite old 
hat repaired or; indeed, to buy a 
brand new one. 

Alternatively head further 
north and seek out some 
suitable summer headwear in 
Becal a small town about 85km' 

south of Merida in Mexico’s 

Yucatan peninsula. 

This is the other prime 
panama hat production site, 
according to the new AA Mexico 
Explorer guide (£14.99). A 
locally made hat, constructed 
from the wonderfully named 
jipijapa palm leaf, will cost 
from around 100 Mexican pesos 
(just £6.25, thanks to the 
dwindling Mexican currency), 
o. So, why is the panama hat 
n, not called the Ecuador hat 
jpg or the Mexico hat? Here are 
two explanations; the first is 
|» that, when the country 
| 9 Be started exporting bats, 
jKs nobody knew where 
Ecuador was. 
Since Panama 
was in the 
news at that- - 
time, it was . 
decided to name them panama 
hats; toe second story is that it - 
was a mistake made by some 
19th-century gold-miners who 
forgot where they bought their 
functional and funky hats from.. 

Whatever the story, if you fed 
your summer wardrobe is in 
need of a panama ypu have two 
choices. "¥bu can either make / 
your way to Bates the Hatter 

(0171-734 2722) on Jermyn 
Street and pick up a panama for 
upwards of £52, or you could 
head off in search of some ■ 
winter sun on a flight to Mexico. ~ 

If you ffy off before 25 March, 
you can take advantage of 
Continental’s special offer fore 
of £428 (from South American 
Experience, 0171-976 5511) frtnfir 
Gatwick to Merida.' But, if you 
were hoping to bring bade some 
hats to pay for your ticket^* 
warned that you'd have to 
make room in your suitcase for 
atleast60hats. 

Reoannqn battsm 
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48 hours ... in Buenos Aires 


to 


~ reS t 1 °.^ ie ^ r ^ e n ^ ne ca P^^ are lower than they’ve been for 20 years, m aking the ultimate weekend break a real 
possibility. Hugh O’Shaughnessy guides you through the heart and soul of the city enjoying a lingering summer 
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Beam down 

Competition to the Argendne capital means that 
fares are lower now than they have been for the 
Imt 20 years. Aerofineas Argentines (01 71 -494 
1001) has a fare of £480 from Heathrow via 
Madrid. 

For the non-stop British Airways flight from 
Gatwick, Journey Latin America (0181-747 
3108) to a i special fare of £533: you must book 
before 26 March. 

Ezetaa International airport Is 35km from the 
aty centre. Manuel Tlenda Leon has run a bus 
service from there ever since the late General 
Per6n was in nappies. The buses whb down the 
motorway for the equivalent of £8. Licensed 
taxis are about three rimes this price but avoid 
cowboy taxis unless you want to lose money and 
your temper. 



Check In 

Of the luxury hotels, the Park Hyatt Q 
[Posadas 1088). CAsar Park 0( Posadas 
1232. 00 54 1 1 4326 1234) and Che 
Alvear Palace ©{Avenida Alvear 1891. 
00 54 11 4804 4031), a long-established 
place recently risen from the dead, are 
thought of as the best. Ar the other end 
of the scale the cheap Marbdla G 
(Avenida de Mayo 1261. 00 54 II 4383 
3573) is central and good. 
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The MorfWfS of the Disappeared protest outride the 55 BBSS 

BUENOS AIRES , 




Spend an clremoon sipping tale tortadas in elegant surrounomES 


Cultural afternoon 

The ConflEeria Weal © (Suipacha 384) is a marveflous tea- 
shop. much older and more omate than the Richmond, and the 
first floor hosts tango clubs every afternoon. Go there to polish 
up your steps so you can wow them back home. Alternatively 
head for the Itoatro Col An, 0 the world's largest opera house, 
sited on 9 de Julio, the world's widest avenue. It holds 4.500 and 
Is the lasting monument to the days, a century ago, when Buenos 
Aires was aspiring to be the Paris of the Southern Hemisphere. 
The season starts with La Traviata tomorrow and goes on almost 
till Christmas with stars such as Alfredo Kraus, Frederita von 
Stade and Samuel Ramey. Even If you don't like all that singing 
and acting stuff, don't miss a guided tour of the building. 


A walk In the park 

The principal problem for those wanting a walk 
- or a jog - in the park Is that there is too much 
choke. Much of the north of the dty in the 
Palermo district is given over to a succession of 
public parks that stretch for miles along the 
river Plate. Keep beside (he river and watch the 
hopeful anglers try their luck in die chocolate- 
coloured waters, or go inland and enjoy the 
statuary dedicated to long-dead generals 
striking heroic poses on oversized horses. 





Window-shopping 

Wander down fashionable, pedestrianised 
Florida $ and then up the equally srytish 
Avenida Santa Fe © . both boasting shops 
selling Argentine leather goods, and then cross 
the Avenida 9 de Julio 0 and walk on to 
Avenida Alvear 0 towards Recoleta and the 
embassy quarter. Though sadly it's no longer 
here, there used to be a big Hairod's in Florida 
which was independent of the London company. 


R:0 is !c Pic (C 


Bracing brunch 

There is a fight to the death going on between 
Recoleta. formerly the swish est spot in the city, 
and Puerto Madera, 0 a great new 
development near the Casa Rosada where new 
construction work has transformed the old 
docks and warehouses a la London's Canary 
Wharf. The restaurants Jre good in borh places. I 
lunched well In the Shorthorn {Plaza la Recoleta) 
In the first, and equally satisfactorily in Katrine 
and its neighbour Happening (both in Davilai in 
the second. President Menem's brother Eduardo 
was in Happening on the day I ate lunch there, 
but whether that's an advantage or not depends 
on your artitude to Argentine politics. 


.Av C 6 t dob's 


Demure dinner 

You'll be able to get a good meal anywhere, 
since any eating place senring unattractive food 
soon goes out of business (Burger King and 
McDonald's being the sole exceptions to this 
rule). This Is beef -eating country, however, so If 
you want to try the parillada (the local version 
of the barbecue) La Rural 0 at Suipacha 453 
Is recommended. 
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Luncfa on the run 

Argentines take eating very seriously and you're 
never more than 10 metres - no. I exaggerate. 20 
metres - from an eating-place whose owners are 
keen for your custom. Many places have abolished 
cover charges, and the bread comes free. 

My favourite Is the Richmond Du Room 0 
(Florida 468). where the thin and delicate toasted 
cheese sandwiches are to gastronomy what 
Brussels lace is to the textile industry One of 
these and a cafe cortado (strong white coffee) 
will set you up for an afternoon of billiards or 
chess in the Richmond basement. 




Av de~Mayo 


Take a ride 

The Buenos Aires underground, the Subte. (from 
Subterrdneo) was the first to be constructed In Latin 
America, and is wen worth the 50 cent fare its stations 
gleam with ceramic dies portraying idealised scenes of 
Argentine life. Recently privatised, the Subte. under its 
new owners, is Crying to catch up on years of neglect. 
Take the Subte to 'Retiro and then continue on the 
overground Crain to Tigre. the stop where the cropical. 
jungly delta of the Parana river ends and the river Place 
begins. .The train goes through the northern parts of 
the dty. past Che River Plate football stadium and the 
presidential estate of Olivos and allows you to look Into 
the back gardens of the middle class In leafy suburbs - 
such as La Ludla or Martinez. Che Surbiton of the 
Southern Hemisphere. 


MONSERRAT 



Av Belgrano 


An aperitif 

Though there are things colled 
“whisker ias'. my friend Pedro 
the economist says that the dty 
has no real tradition of bars, or 
even pubs. When people go out 
they go out to eat and drink, not 
just to drink. If you do want to 
caste the local liquors you could 
order an Old Smuggler - 
pronounced *01' Esmooglerr* - 
which is the local Argentine 
whisky. 



Av. independence 

SA1 

CHRIST 


SAM":1 i!r 

ISTOBfFES 


;is|e 


Polish up your tango wMIe yotfre In town 


Av San Juan : £1*: 

: ■■ OtaEA 

. ■ .• .asr. 


Take a hike 

Walking is reasonably safe in Buenos Aires. Start 
at Casa Rosada 0 . the Pink House or 
i presidential palace, with its guard In ceremonial 
uniforms. With the palace to your back walk up 
Avenida de Mayo to the Congress 0. Then 
weave your way down the side streets to the 
Obelisk 0 on the broad 9 de Julio Avenue, 
down Lava He. the pedestrianised showbiz street, 
to Florida. Turn left northwards to Plaza San 
Martin 0 , on the edge of which Is the main 
FaDdands War memorial with the inscribed 
names of the Argentine dead. 



Catch some action at the River 


Sunday morning: go to church 

About 90 minutes west, by bus. is the Basilica of 
Lujan, the Lourdes of the New America, to 
which millions of Argentines come every year. It 
has ics origins in the late 1 7th century but the 
present basilica. South American French 
medieval in style, was not completed till 1930. 
There are frequent masses from 8am and more 
stands selling rosary beads than anyone could 
possibly want. 

A block away is the Museum of Colonial History 
with a room given over to the early 19th century 
attempts of the British to supplant Spanish 
colonial rule on the River Plate. A trip to Lujan 
gives you a sniff of the countryside and the 
pampas, which stretch out for hundreds of miles 
in every direction from Buenos Aires. 


The icing on the cake 

Take a taxi to Caseros Prison, overlooking the Parque Lezama © . It's a 
high-rise 1 8-storey establishment where the Argentines locked up some of 
their military dictators. Including most recently General Videla - one of the 
most bloodthirsty - for trading in political prisoners' babies. Have a good 
look at it and then drop a postcard - with your daytime telephone number - 
to the President of Chile (H.E Eduardo Ffei Rute-Tagle. Ralado de la Moneda. 
Santiago de Chile) asking him why the Chileans didn't do something similar 
to Augusto Pinochet. You could also suggest that there is still time. 



The near streets of the city 


Global Agenda 


24-HOUR ROOM SERVICE: GOLDENER HlRSCH HOTEL, SALZBURG 



Montreal 

IF YOU’RE the kind of traveller 
who spends as much time 
exploring the social context of 
your destination as its brochure- 
puffed hot spots, you should 
etyoy “Photography and 
Transformations of the 
Contemporary City: Venezia - 
Marghera’*. Conceived in 1917 
by the Venetian Count Gulseppe 
Vdlpi as an expansion of Venice, 
Marghera, which overlooks the 
island from the mainland, 
became a model of rampant 
industrialisation before 
succumbing to urban pollution, 
as the shipyards, petrochemical 
plants and heavy industries 
loomed over its residential area. 
The show's 230 photographs by 
15 contemporary photographers 
capture the area’s complex 
history, reflecting concerns 
about the management of post- 
industrial society that are 
pertinent to cities everywhere. 
Canadian Centre far 
Architecture, 1920 rue Bau^_ 
Montreal, Qutfrec, Canada (00 1 
514 939 7000) to 25 Apr, $3-56 



much of the American’s fame 
stems from his portraits of 
famous contemporaries such as 
Picasso, Bufluel, Hemingway 
and his partner Lee Miller: Man 
Ray stretched his artistic 
muscles with his surrealistic 
prints, mazy of them using the 
process he called Solarisation. 
Centro de Arte Rema Sqfto, 52 
Santa Isabel, Madrid, Spain (00 
34 91 467 5062) to 23 Apr, closed 
Tuesday, PtsSOO 


who no doubt find the charms of 
the location hard to resist 
Hi g hli g hts this year include Kit 
Hesketh Harvey’s Caribbean 
adaptation of The Tempest, 
starring Kylie Minogue, 
performances of Kit and the 
Widow by artists from London's 
Wbst End and a grand finale 
featuring the Barbados Youth 
Orchestra with the Jamaican- 
born, internationally acclaimed 
bass, Willard White. 

Holders House, Barbados (00 1 
246 432 6385) to 20 Mar 


Madrid , „ . 

IN a show curated by the Centre 
Georges Pompidou in Paris, 230 
of Man Ray’s most important 
photographs will be on display 
at Madrid’s Reina Sofia museum 
until the end of ApriL Although 


Barbados 

THE FORMAL gardens and 
pa rMand belonging to the 17th- 
century Holders House on 
Barbados is the location for a 
leading Caribbean cultural 
event. Holders Season, fbunded 
in 1998, the celebration of opera, 
music and theatre attracts 
world-famous artists such as 
Luciano Pavarotti and the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra in 1997, 


Throughout Europe 

A LAUDABLE cultural incentive 
- or a canqy pky to take our 
minds off delays at some of 
Europe's busier airports? The 
Airports Council International 
(ACD has just released its 
cultural events calendar for 1999 
and it states that not only 
“painting, sculpture and 
photographic exhibitions” but 
also “muse performances and 
stage productions are becoming 
more and more common at 
airports**. Items for the lounge- 
weary tourist’s delectation this 
year include "150 years of 
Belgian MaH” at Brussels, 
“Hafenkonzert Hamburg 
Harbour Proms" at Hamburg, 
and a philatelic exhibition in 
Menorca... 

Shahon GETHING6 


V “LUXURY 

la ISNT about 

Iffe gold plating. 

jgy We believe it’s 

about feeling 
you have 
come home." 
This is the 
philosophy at 
the Golds ner 

Hirsch, which at first sight is 
more Eke an old country house, 
transplanted into the middle of 
the city, than a deluxe hoteL 
From the outside, only a small 
nameplate, and a black wrought- 
iron sign with a golden stag in 
the centre, give any indication of 
what is lurking behind the plain 
wooden doon Inside, a 
haphazard collection of rooms 
and corridors have been welded 
together as extra bufldings have 
been bought and incorporated 
into the original house. The staff, 
and many of the regular visitors, 
regard themselves as part of a 
big family. 

Recently, when the barman 
left after many years service, 
guests flew in from ail over the 
world to wish him wen Many of 
those who stay are music-lovers 
attending the festivals, or 
tourists visiting the dty; 

Salzburg (pictured) is not really 
a business destination. The hotel 
is in the middle of 
Getreidegasse, down the road 
from the Festschpielhaus, 


Salzburg’s concert hall complex, 
and up the road from Mozart's 
birthplace, in the heart of the old 
dty Among the cafes and 
restaurants in this area are 
some of the (sty’s most 
expensive shops. 

The restaurant is so popular 
with locals that it isn't always 
possible to get a table even if you 
are staying at the hotel, unless 
you have booked in advance - up 
to ayear ahead sometimes, since 
this is the place to eat after a 
festival performance. 



LOCATION, LOCATION, 

LOCATION 

Hotel Goldener Hirsch, 
Getreidegasse 37, A^5020 
Salzburg (00 43 662 8084) or 
wwaustriaat/goldener_hirsch 
Transport: Since Getreidegasse 
is in the heart of the 
pedestrianised old dty, you will 
have to be prepared to walk a bit, 
but the location is ideal for all 
the main sights. 

Time to Salzburg airport: 
About 20 minutes by taxi; the 
airport is a couple of miles from 
the dty centre. 

Time to the railway station: 

10 minutes by taxi 


ARE YOU LYING 
COMFORTABLY? 

There are 70 rooms, all shghtly 
different from each other; some 
are non-smoking. The standard 


is five-star throughout and all 
the rooms have pieces of original 
Bauem-style furniture - hand- 
painted cupboards and chests 
typical of Austrian country 
homes. The more modern pieces 
complement the antiques. 

Beds: Standard size single or 
double beds, with huge duvets 
and plenty of pillows. 

Freebies: Every kind of toiletry, 
as well as slippers; bathrobes 
are provided. 

Temperature: Every room has 
individual controls for heating 
and air-conditioning. 

Bathroom: All the rooms have 
baths, and some also have a 
separate shower The marble 
fittings and hand-made towels 
come from Italy. 


programmes m English are 
provided by CNN. 

Radio: Blue Danube radio is a 
Vienna-based English-language 
service, but it’s not quite up to 
Radio 4 s tandar ds. 
Phone/Fax/Internet: All the 
rooms have phones. There are 
three “smart rooms" which are 
equipped with an ISDN line, as 
well as a printer and fax. About a 
third of the rooms have Internet 
sockets, and the library is 
equipped with state-of-the-art 
technology, carefully concealed 
behind panels and cupboards. 
Newspapers: the International 
Herald Tribune, USA Today and 
various local papers are always 
available, and other requests are 
accommodated wherever 
posable. Staff pride themselves 
on remembering guests’ tastes 
in newspapers, and at what time 
they tike to receive them. 


KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Ifelmrisloii: Various European 
TV stations; the only 


THE BOTTOM LINE 

Double rooms start at ASS.600 
(about £1831 in the low season, 
with prices going up to AS5,900 
(about £300) during the various 
festival seasons (Easter; and late 
Ju|y-August3. The best rooms, in 
the Festival Wing, range from 
AS4.900 to AS7,500 (between £250 
and £380). The buffet breakfast is 
one of the most sumptuous I 
have ever seen and costs an 
extra AS 290 (£15) per person. 

Cathy Packe 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PERSONAL 


mx: 0171 293 250s 


Voice 


e’THE INDEPENDENT 


SALL: 


0897 554 555 


to respond to any od. Coils cos; 
the normal BT premium rate of 
£1 per minute at all times 



HAD FOR m 
Mad. happy gU. 20. 57*. 
smoker, brown/bto, anji 
gigs and chWng out. i 
fanny. hand s ome btafca. i 
wWi afcnBar fotara ata . lor 
friendship and maybe more. 
9ssa 6 . 


SEEKMG ULLENNfUM MAN 
Attractive Midlands-based 
bwyat 38. hto ffinnb. danc- 
ing. cinema, theatre, seeks 
docent guy. who's interesting. 
Svety and reasonably career- 

mtaded. to enjoy Ha and laugh 
wtih-TtSaiB 


ORfSmVL SPICE 
Chinese female, 35. studert. 
enjoys music, reading. Sing, 
travel, seeks a hand. 35-40, 
tall, dm. N/S. wo* ed ucat ed. 
London area. 96102 


MISERABLE LOSES 
ftied artist. early 30a. naming 
away from afi forms of raspon- 
stoUty. seekfog a ai, attrac- 
tive, mteSgent. advent, bkxtde 


ATTRACTIVE MALE 
WduM Bra to meet an tatetoc - 
tual female, tar romance and 
rataflontfag 9Sg1 


STRONG. 

SOMETIMES VULNERABLE 
Response hedonistic, attrac- 
tive, &, theughtU professional 
female, 33. s od du g a stator 
■nafe. 32-40. 95S14 


WANTED: ONE MAN 
Cheerful friendly readier, 24. 
seeking a caring, active male, 
25*35, who tares rabbits, music 


CHRISTIAN LADY 
Female, 25, 5T, auburn hair, 
blue eyes. GSOH. MS. enjoys 
eating In or cut. dnsma, bowl- 
ing and having tart, seeks N/S, 
attractive, cartac, dacart 
Christian guy, 25-30, with simi- 
lar Interests and GSOH. West 
kidands. 95451 


and can make me laugh. 

95507 


Nort ha mpton, 1 


FORMS) 

JUNOESOUE BEAUTY 

Now dBghtiy faded, to attrao- 


SPECIAL RELATIONS HD 3 
GonHookfeg female, just 45, 
E4*. GSOH. Ighr brown/biue. 
aeffi-emptoyed. Am etaaawr- 
music, story tofllng, theatre, 
travel, arte, horse riding, safi- 
mg, sports, seeks tke-mlncfed 
man, also seeking a special 
frferatehfo/relatioiiahrp. London. 
95640 


BACK FROM ABROAD 
brtelecniaLacrfvemiJSt^jcu- 
naBsL aged 36. a&phdy uncon- 


w fanratu isdKwto doesn't 

to. 956 11 


<***<*"■0- 


DISSOLUTE MAH- 
_.*5, 67, sflm build, many 
vitas. seeks femata mho. 
who’s Mass ad with sfrritar 
attributes. Umdoa 9537B 


WHITER 

Male. 3S, 57, Sfim, Jewish, 
mate job, thoughtful, cufundl 
amusing, loves modem erL 
dassed music, eouraiy wafts, 
is seeking a fend. compsAfe 
female, aged 22-32. 953Z7 


PYROMANMC 

SEEKS NATCH 

Mate, mdGOs. An. Stand 

active, aaektaga stator 

fe m a l a . tar who knows what? 

Beda ftta rt a/ Boda area. 

95331 


YOU’RE LOOWNG- 
.. jtis man has tore to flfc* 
Humorous, professorial mate. 

5‘tr, sim build, big bte. 

house in Oxford, Ikes vegetari- 
an food, pub*, mua fesodate - 
" i wart more’ 95305 


ma Yau< 


PRETTY WOMAN 
Interested in taw, wo uld fe e a 
meet a tal, dark and hand- 
some. white male barrister. 29- 
39, who's caring and romantic, 
to share my Interests in tew. 
lor fnandsftp, posstty a rela- 
tionship. Residteg In the 
London area. LT5525 


thre gr ai i dr nottwr. 67. seeking 
IhGStSL 


a sue male friend, with 
to share theatre, music, travel, 
metanhydes end a beflef hi 
mfcades- NW Man ches te r. 
95517 


BKVESTK3ATE LONDON 
From «nokyiB2z bare to ■ 
musty book maps. Female. 
37. leading comp li cated Sfo. 
seeks slr a fahtforwaid rotation- 
shto with chan. 40 k 9S429 


HITtERE 
Genuine, potto, attractive 
London woman, so ak ing a 
kind, sensitive, warm man, 
40*. far f ri endship end love. 
tfS298 


FUNNY, WB-L TRAVELLED 
Educated Eer, 55. seeks Ms 
Right no great expectations, 
but if you Bke the things 

London can offer and wndd 

Bravest company. I’m here I 


HANDSOME 
(CENT GRADUATE 

Male, not into pubs. dubs, 
seeking a tal. senots. fen* 
nme.professfondwomsi.Nfi. 
no des. far retationship, eMi a 
view a marriage. 95496 


MAN OF 

MDS’BUen' MEANS 
Author and tratned lawyer. 35, 
67, good looks, la aaddng a 
woman. 25-35. for romance in 
London. 954*6 


SJfNBURGH BASED 

Sngfe.weMufemale.ffi. 

710*. bktnd/bfua. MS. Hkas 

anema. restaurants, shopping. 




feo 


SMf&TSUftRBfDBl 
Very attractive, very doowiarj 
malt, 25, seels taring, sub- 
missive tamda. 16-35 kv fan, 
htaadafeo «nd tare? 95458 


friendship end more. 952Q9_ 


ORIENTAL SPICE 
Ripfoa lady, 42. widow, one 
chad. honest and sfocere, 
seeking N/S. tad, sincere and 
caring man, with 40-50, 

GSOH, must be employed, (or 
friandsttp and possible reta- 

tionsho. '07767 


WARM AND WITTY 
Attractive, interesting and wise 
woman, 40s. into ait. music, 
countryside, seeking a taH 
Interesting mde. 40-55, no 
ties, with a GSOH, who does- 
rrt iron his anorak. Bristol/ 
South. 9S459 


ATTRACTIVE 
PROFESSIONAL 
Fun. serious, co n sidered, reft- 
able tamale. 27. with GSOH 
r dntng in or oift, music, 
g, theatre, you name IS 
try fL Pm s e a l in g is 
man id enhance my i 
London. JSH 


ROMANTIC 
GRADUATE REQUIRED 
Lady graduate. 40s. afrit, no 
Has, enjoys country walks, win- 
ing. (firing, wararspons. travel 
theatre, dancing, good conver- 
sation, Oving on the South 
CoasL seeking a tal, acfacat- 
ed. sSmrrtsh gent under 52. 
non-smoker, for a retatiorshn. 
99408 


SEEKING SOUL MATE 
Petite black woman, skm buficL 

keeping ik. seaWrtfl a male. 
35-45, GSOH. far com pa nion- 
ship, friendstBp/rtiabonsrip. 

~ i preferred. YTS521 


ATTRACTIVE AND POLTTE 


Fem Wn e CqmlnenM lady. 

roAuream 



WARM WOMAN 

Female, 52. seekiru a warm 
man. Sheffield. 95497 


LANCELOT— 

—The Lady of the Lake beck- 
ons. Sflm. petite, fit warm, 
bright kSEKSgunt attractive 
widow, seeks tafish, slim, fit, 
galanL apodal maa 50-SOish, 
N/S, tar a long-term rteation- 
ahip^ Near London pre feraWy. 


early 40s, seeks ( 

40+, for friendship, ponfafy 
more- Londo n. 9S25 9 
FRIENDLY 
Practice. | 
female, early 40s, l 
loves weekends, work, staying 
in. nights out seeks haf 
aflaettonate. InteUgenL ! 
mate, tar frientish lp. pa 

f te retatforotiip. • 
London area. 952S0 


Taurus — Strong, 

stubborn, slow to anger, 
known for generosity and 
readiness to share. Tanreans 
love their food. 
CompatflriHfyr Virgo, Libra 
and especially Capricorn. 


To 

Void 


ilace your FREE 
ad t call: 


AQUARIAN 

Female, 38, 57, dark auburn 
hair, b i o w n eyes, seeks tad. 
MS.wfey.intelQowitchap.40- 
50, GSOH. must love country - 


FtRST-TlME ADVERTISER 
Attractive, educa ted black 
female. 37. MS. (fees travel 
and sodafismo, seeks taB 30- 


ATTRACTTYE 
& INTELLIGENT 
Block women, seels man, 50- 
60, any nattanalfty. who, Hke 
me. feels at times it wo u*d be 


There* 

Someon 


0800 216 351 


side, animals, visiting arteterri 
rea. 94; 


sights. SW area. 947B2 


raca/n at ionafity. I 
posetote romance. Must be 
penuine and caring. East 
Mldtands area. 95390 


I tafctaq 


MAD MARCH HARE 
Female. 38. loves countryside. 
Attica, cinema. I 
fun, see ks fa r 198? a te e- 
minded, tan. spontaneous 
man, 35-45. Nfi, GSOH 
essential. London based. 
94783 


PERSONABLE ■ 
PROFESSIONAL 


SQm. attractive fa dy, mkM Os, 
s - drama, trev* 


WEST LONDON 
Tal. slm, fit, attractive, inde- 
pendent. professional femata. 
45tsh, kkes most outdoor 
sports, cookkig. concerts, the- 
atre and smoky wine bars. 

1 an anteOgant funfov- 
genutne, career-mind- 
b, for a possUe reia- 

tiondtio. 95457 


varied Interests - drama, trav- 
el. t he atre, rea di ng, dNng out, 
seekng a gentieman, 48-55, 
similar interests, far fr fa n riti ii p . 
' " ttomore. 

. 95319 


SOULMATE 
FOR MILLENNHIM7 
Lhrefy. protessfonaL single 
woman. mkMOs, seeks sorted 
man, 45-55, to share various 
Inte res ts, such os wining* (fin- 
ing. cinema, countryside, 
books, friendship and possWe 
relationship. Cambridge area. 
9S283 


for Everyone 


Yoicepefsoffaltf 


‘mnUU’ osMon aadi <w«fc a 
ktefeei fa IbvfekpxknlaiSmclay 


Tbs sdvwtwe b mrwigk snoeingsd fa leasd a vocegneteg rrier to puMaten. 
n you respond n m whertesr who ties rw recorded a mice unmng. you efi si have mo oppanurky n tare a menags. 


TOWN/COUNTRY HOUSE 
Outal weekends beskfe beaife- 

ful beaches, offered to 
stressed. sSm, professorial 
London gfri. aged 20-40, by 
handsome. raiwtOc. sSghfiy 
mad ouv. South Wales based 


EFFERVESCENT 
MOD EXTROVERT 
Saigte mate, jwnp 39. non 
smoker, no bos. 
and active, faxw on spwi 
tu9 and cncketl. cmenra. eat- 
jnn me havTO a dnr* and 
abotravaL HthotekWtfow 
fancy, pfeaso jpvo «w a ca" 



SAILING ADVENTURE 
Next throe id Uve yoaro.ta4tr 

yacWTMfliS.presfy^... 

easygoing, orpanweed snier. 

msioanL happy. M b tentiw 
rSftSftsfeooirih West 
95210 


MARTBAfi8lflN0«> 


Taft. MteKMe mefe^jMiife 


femata nut mete, 
pleasures LttedoA. 
RADICAL MAN 
SEEKS WOMAN 
L'nconve n Bcn tf . 
arfiCUtsa nwa 50, MM Bdte, 
nuue. pofetes. vfehG80K 
seeks Ntmir. ratecel etemaft 
lor ecattng la«kM 
London 99707 


, . , ; > i fc 


SACRED UNITY 
Active and creative. N/9. fbO 
world cfeaen. wfws km sprite- 
stay, humanity, reafity. wishes 
to share infinite fence, with a 
lough. beeutiU. tadapendenL 
serene, styfish. successful and 
seif -assured, untefi. younger 
fenwla. 30s. Europe. 95392 _ 


Ht THERE 

PMnoutfi male, early 4Q». 
g§OH, with an ri tw e san g too 
and a comtanabte teesfefe. 
etgoys waking, ssfoifl. cook- 
ing. muse, enema, theaee. 
wts and sooety. seeking a 
tike- minded, tun-fovuig fomalo. 
9S32S 


men 

seeking 

men 


ONION FIELDS 
Divorced mate. 40. 6 , no ties, 
seeks white, professoral, sat- 
cere woman, for sometivnfl 
South London. 


LOOKING FDR LOVE 
Good fctakma. gev poaonrfe. 
SmSSHsfi 67. bmnSfe 
meoum OtWd. erqoyt theen, 
wtifeng. cvieme. ifedfeg. 
seeking Mirier, specofimen, 
(o, i.r t reUmnehfoNW 
Enottmd 9532 0 


CALL ME 
Protesstonei chap. 39, E4*. Is 
seeking a lady, to share friend- 
ship. tarns and a love o* the 
counbyside. London. Bucks or 
N uUlM i its area. 95321 


BRYON THE PtlLHELLENlT 

Skm mate. 50. seeking nn 
amusing female parmer. to 
share a journey to the oiacfo 


“DefpfithH^tf^. 


MANCHESTER MAN 
Broad-shouUerad.honem.rek- 
abte. mixed race man. seeks 
I nterest ing femala. 20». with 
varied ritereste. 9S204 


Newcaale. 


NOT TOO WILD 
5km, mwfitvn-bufe. iinnew 
gay male. 45. cnfoyi cinema. ‘ 
tneatre. greet ragfoi In. wte 
nung. travel, more, sesta ate* . 
tar. stable mate, tor f r fe wMRi - 
and lasting retebonshp. Lite. 
95703 




l . . • 


CUDDLY OLDER WOMAN? 
Honest and dependable, quae 
shy. earing country fed. 30. 
graduate, seeking an outward- 
kr conventional, fater-figured 
lady, 45-60. with a sense of the 
rkficutous. for dose friendship. 
NW.9S323 


CALI ME 
Respectable black mate, 26, 
Oxford based, saefang a 
female. H you enjoy films, das- 
sicsl music, |as2 and fun, give 

^^eanvt «vf. { 9g0i a 33e 


SWEETNESS 

Tbndsr. laving, attractive, confi- 
dent and tend mate. 26. seek- 
ing a feminine. paUte ferrate. 
1&h for friendship, romance 
and laxdng love. 9S395 


BE MY LOVE 
Young, professional male, at, 
seeks companxinship. Lives 
He to the foL loves the out- 
doors and world travel, seeks 
bdy. 23-33. to shore laughter 


HOPELESS 
ROMANTIC WANTED 
Asian guy. 35, 5 7. medkrrw 
masattne bvU Nfi. Mm eta- . 
oma. dmmg out seeks wtW 
guy. under 35. >or franNNo, 
mUbortthfe. L*ice««rehiiw 
£an Mrfenfc aw. 9S3J5 
GAY MALE 


ARTISTIC 

WoB-travefied. matore female 
studare, blonde hair, efienres- 


centpersortafity, seeks en- 
tered male companlorL 40-50. 


STRONG BUT SWEET 
Attractive, sfim, fivefy brunette, 
30, anjoy most things in fife, 
seekteg a conskte rate a nd 
attractive man, to share 
evenngs kiAxx wfih. London/ 
Surrey. 95265 


EMPTY ROOMS 
InteBgenL btande single mum, 
57. abn buld. araditete, 
enjoys scrence fiction, rock 
muse, offbeat humour, tiolidcs. 
animats, home life, seeking a 
deep-thinking. tnteOgent male. 
35-45 for a fusion of mfrids. 
South Wales or anywhere. 
95332 


with beldtehort hair and 
sparking eyes, who loves 
meftraveL Any nationality. 
Surrey b ased. 9541 6 


HI THERE1 

Attractive, dark, artistic, 
dvorced femata. young-looking 
44, readies, writes, chops, 
enjoys good OTTversatioa 
food, travel, films, theatre, 
music, varied tastes, seeking a 
wann. hn. intsligent maa 


CREATIVE A ATTRACTIVE 
InteHgent female. mkMOs, 
green eyes, redrfish hair, freck- 
les, seeks sinter male, for km 
and friendship. Sussex based. 
95260 



ibnik fin ns ft 

Cal Freestone MM 29 M aid Ur yaw 30 wort Voice 
Peaonel8*adrert ae iiwntandtofeBnB.T!BnyooTreceiweavoice 
mil bn nambair end RN nsttber vifh jnfrudani an racadteg 
jnw pereenri voice jpeMteg nd Ifeeriteg fa year refexmsea. Boll 
ftoadrertMidlMcMteplMBt»aiifei li aiM JB iB ft aB , tp— wr 
alisifieu arc bBad M fhe naonai BT paniom rate of 6Cp per 
mfrute at dl tfcnes fcr 08?l cals for message mMhML Reese 
ccntad dv Mntea pmtdaa Jar ifeMh of Hn etngn. 


TUffnTBHBt 

CSrde the att M HNMt you Mid al Ml W Ml and 
Mow the attqiiB irabueftans to hear tfie advertteerfe jpeeting 
roeauge or to hear greetings from people who match your 
search oifem. You can iewe — w g m tar those wtio 
mterastyoa - *■» stmpte, tare and easy! 


H mWflL te— esMtodtoe atsw 3ng Mss ymebridta 
■ pubic pteceesf Bel you denriieete year in>niire.sikfr— or 
basrephoetsua tei i wa t y wncen dnrtMte doi ng sn . 


EXOTIC ADVENT 
hQnd. sensitiva. kind, honest 
refiabfe. attractive mte. 32. 
57. dark hairfeyes. seeks 
specfeL understanding, exotic 
lady, 20-40. any nationality, to 
fe»nd some time with. London 
or Middtesex area. 9S380 


FARAWAY LOOK 
SMongly handsome, all. dmk, 
athletic, professoral mate 
graduate. Wo scuba curing, 
good fiteratwe, eafrng out 
seeks lady, inspire me » spin 
tales of Gaelic wonder. 
Scotland 95202 


into. 55. 6. large buid, wfioys 
all the arts, good food and 
wno. tang walks, seeks men. 
lor a i 2-i retaMnsnip 
Leicoswrstoe area p refehte - .i 

95374 


STOP-READ THIS 


Good-tooMng. genune male. 
md-40s.5-r. 


sinter JMS/Interests- S Wales 
.*5304 


based. ' 


HEY, GENTLEMAN. 80-70 
You should reafise what you're 
missing. Attractive, vivaoexs, 
educated lady, seeking an 
unattached, interesting, warm- 
hearted man. I'm great fun, a 
good convarsationafist and I 
make axceBertt coffee. NW 
Mandiester. 95446 


MAN FRIDAY 

Attractive brunette, 27, enjoys 
con ver s at ion, theatre, music, 
cinema and good food, is 
seeking an honest caring 
male, egad 26-33, far new 
adventures. London based. 
95389 


DOES THIS 
SOUND LIKE YOU? 

Petite, professional lady, 30r, 
S’, GSOH. fim. Bras travel, 
music, aatea. seeking a fumy, 
pro fessl oneL confident caring 

ge ntl em an . 30&40s. to enjoy 
Me with. Cambridgeshire area 

Profaned-' 


SEEKMG CREATIVE MAN 
Sfim, attractive brunette. 45. 
54*. indep end ent ge nuine, 
fim. positive. London and 
Surrey nraferrad. 94977 
LONDON LADY 


RARE OPPORTUNtTY 
Ex c e p ti onal man, unexpectedly 
avabble. frnenteonel compa- 
ny director, young 47, 6T, 

, goocMooWng. kfrxt 


vince 

Please cal t«8te. ae detais 
were lost I would Bee to get in 
touch. LifeiB dfScuk in a cd 
box. 94364 


5’4", GSOH. fight feown/btae, 
aelftemployedr various intsr- 
ests. Bies classical muse, 
storyHBfing, theatre, travoi, 
era. swimming, horse rkfing, 
saHng, opens, seeks Nie- 
minded men. 9 S246 


looking tor a slm. 
nale. 30s. to (hare 


BARBICAN HALL 
Matte a 21 st Feb. Attractive 
tody, ncoe ring. DMs, gave roe 
a gorgeous ante as I left Ybu 
were m seat T3. 1 was m T7. 
Please cal 95523 


attractive female. I 
fife wfth. Hants baaed. 95512 


VIBRANT WO MAN 
Funny, striking, affectionate, 
btofflgont, happy female, 39. 
no kids, enjoys travel, moun- 
tains. drama, conversation, 
books, friends and good food, 
seeking a sinter, p rof e s sional 
male. Oxford area. 95326 


MAN WANTED 
Lively, iraailganL frienrfiy 
female, 24, with strong 
Christian fefih, into youtti work, 
pubs, running, seeking a man, 
who makes her laugh and tanT 
ward. Cambridge eraa. 
7*5506 


HOLDI NG OUT 
tataffigent attractive, sfim, 
bubbly btande. 30. 54'. seeks 
slm. handsome, tnteQgam, 
sincere, honest successful ' 
professional while gentleman. 
27-35, 6*. athletic bufld, for 
happiness and long-tenn 
relailonship- Herts/Bucks area 
preferatfY 9gii 


FIRST-TOE ADVERTISER 
P r ofes si onal, active single 
man. 5” 4", N/S, redhead. 


ejres, Btee ouKtoor pu- 


8LUEMOON 
Khd. loving, sensitive, wamv 
heaned temafa. 37, attractive, 
creative, seeks male soul 
mate, of sinter nature; 36-46. 
wfth GSOH. tor special friend- 
shta/retetionship. Herts area. 
95101 


GERMANffTALlAN 0PTBHST 
Tail brown-eyed, brown-hared 
mart 32. into Buddhism. saS- 
tag, sky driving, an, phloco- 
phy. se eking an unconvendon- 
aL fottegent open-minded, taO 
and attractive woman, 25-35, 
any origin. London. 95509 


ORIGINAL MATERIAL 
Creative graduate mats, aged 
31 , eariotey into songwriting, 
male, cinema, poetry and 
people, is seeking a witty, fas- 
anattng femala, tor tun. iriand- 
sftip and kwpfraaon . Tynaedi 
area. 95330 


SMGLE WHTTE MALE 
Genuine SE London guy. 40. 
5'11*. own home, no see, sd- 
ver* inco coirtryeide, seaside 
and saBng. seeka Bkm/niedH 
um-bufit genuine gbfiitand. 
95398 


DIET PEPSI MAN 
Musician, wrte and lecturer, 
early 40s, sim, with own 
hattfeiagra. seeks female soul 
mate, to share cafe society, 
’breaks and wdd times. 
,95372 


based in 

Brighton. sUn build, NiS. mto 
food, travet dneroa. spons. 
leisure, seeks female. 36-46. 

any nationality, for comp a nton- 

lots more. 


LOVELY LANCASHAE lEF 
IM. darit handsome, apart' 
camg. sooabta, modanv hte-<# 

cst gay man. 34. info music, -f 
art. theatre, restamnta. r*-3 
traroabsm, vnkftfe, Shertook, . • 
saunas. sunsaL sntee. Bwp. ; 
pmg. dottles, animals, mono, 
composing Ybu: infer 40? 
95324 
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suits, Or/, uafts, readfog. the- 
atre, eating infauL seeks tall 
male, 45-55, N/S preferred. 
GSOH. nice peraonafity. for 
friendship, possftita retteton- 
ship. 95276 


ARE YOU— 

.tal, craggy, 5Cfah, adjacent 


TAUREAN SCOT 
Petite, attractive, taurean 
woman, enjoys world travel, 
books, arts, good wine and 
Rowers, seefong a soul mate. 

50-60, with sm 

located in NW Eng la n d - 
95329 


-tafl, oaggy. bOan. adjao 
to north Butte, R but not 
tanallc . sensitive and humor- 
ous? If you 9ie to wafc talk, 
play and have an idea or two, 
this artistic and eclectic 
woman, needs some loving. 
95371 


ROMANTIC UBRAN 
Female. N/S. no ties, sofeent 
rto antiques, films, yoga, 
lovee life, travei swisets. 
Beeks semi-retired, weft-bal- 
anced male, solvent, who's 
sfim, presentable and enjoys 
fife. London. 951S2 



WHY AM I SMGLE? 

N i ce t ooWng mole, 32, SR”, 
graduate, aRm, unpreten ti ous 
and considarato, with GSOH. . 
to w re te ad in nwsta. aria 
enjoys rackri sports, eyeing, 
treveBng, seeking a stater 
tomato 25-33, to share fife's 
special moments wtth. London, 
95513 1 


HONEST AND CREATIVE 
Proles sa ma l m ate. 39. into 
music, theatre, creative arts, 
s eeks honest caring tamale. 
3545. Essex based. 95316 


OFFBEAT GRADUATE 
Affectionate and companion- 
able. seeks animal -loving 
famafe c om panx m. 5D*-, to 
share art gafienes. concerts 
and dnem a mc, afeo expfodng 
London or country, convarsa- 
tion and other sonpfe pfes- 
sures.951S1 


SINGLE WHITE MALE 
Warm, witty, fit. sohrart. edu- 
cated male, 37, seeking atari- 
tar. black or tmban lady, to 
sham thoughts, laughter and 

the good rNiwaln Ufa. 9S434 


POSSIBLE FUTURE 
MdfendbWanvtcksfwre-based, 
German -bom male. rmd-SOs, 
6Y, bh» eyas, seeks asrac 
live. tafl. sHn pifth . tonwttic 
bdy, under 55. who enjoys rife, 
but thinks sharing e better, 
who’a also tooking for csnng. 
laiOiful partner and fnend 
95275 


INTELLIGENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
Gay prof e s si onal mate, 24, 
brown hair eyas- straltftitot- i 
mg. suce es st uf . comfornble. af 
Wrstyle. seeks Stater men. L 
smeere reteaonship. Londtto 
95197 
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HONEST AND HANDSOME 
Graduate, 38, 5*11*. solvent, 
successful In the arts, toves 
outdoors, fine wine, 1" hands' 
and good conversation (some- 
times «I)k sometimes serious). 
sacki ng Mo-minded, sfim girl, 
under 40. London. 95418 


FOR MEMBERS OF CARRY- 
QradahawtArniK whether a 
ganeraMoot sokfiar, a 38-yaar- 

old recently separated gentte- 
man. is re-entving the dating 


siiornauvcy ' 

LIFESTYLE 


Ibyysarei 

tion and battle. I hope to cap- 
ture someone's heart soon. 
London area. 95302 




CONTINENTAL 
PROFESSIONAL 
Central London/Genera man, 
seeks altractiva, warm, tafiah. 
r fady, 50'Bh, tarksi, 

. travel theatre and 


READ THIS AND RMGI 
Honest down-to-earth, bkjs- 
eyed note, 33. S', good per- 
sontefty. Bras dneme. con- 
certs, theatre, eating out seek- 
ing a toe-minded female, 26- 
36. for friendshfe a nd a lo ng- 
term relationship. London ana. 
95453 


ATTRACTIVE ARCHITECT 
IntBrior designer, early 30s. 
yitr, efim buid. green eyes. 
Bras music, creativity, kwas 
chfetten. seeking a M. sflm. 
fun. attractive and creative 
tamale, simitar aoe and profes- 
sion, with morels and values, 
to settle dmn wfth. London 
end sunoundtag area. 95449 


NEW BESMIMG 
Mata. 5a weanng wafi. interest 
in arte, on e m a . world travel 
food, music, seteno a femte. 
tor happy times anaa stable 
■ London. 9S31 4 


REAL WORLD? GET LOST! 
Maha i ba&ar worid vrith me. 
Cukurad. dashtag mate gradu- 
ate. 3a 6*. seeking romance. 
Wore* based. 95315 


ATTRACTIVE 
SWEDISH MAN 
Mata, 23 . brownfafue. toes 
concert s , nature, deep conver- 
sation, wtes, saakng a 
tomato 20-30. redhead pre- 
ferred. London or Mddtesex. 
95377 


SLEEPLESS M GUBHNSBY 
CM eervant 25. 5R*. 
brown/biue. kind caitag and 
romantia GSOH. enjoys pubs, 
mute, keeping a, eafrng out 


YOU HAVE TO 
ROLL THE DICE TO-. 

...get past go) Cartfifi-basad 
computer engaieer, 42. dark, 
sfigfttty ovarwBighL attracttive. 
seeking a warm, grean-oysd 
redhead, probabl y graduate, 
skghdy tan of centre, fnta arts. 
Phone now to throw a six. 
95263 


LOOKING . '• 

FOR SOUL MATE 
Attractive mate. female, blond* 
hak and bfae ayes. trenssiKU- 
dL weired SOH. seeking a £ 
bramruaf mate, for frivtoaMp 
and sharing fife wfth. 

Manchester. 9 S397 

LOOfUNG FORYOU 
Btaexual^ay tomato, mod 25- 
35. sought by bisexual guy. 3a 
5TT*. professional attractive, 
btond/bhM, athtage budd. for 
frtandshp and fan, possibly 
taadfog to mote Midlands : 
based. 95419 


. i - 






travel, seeks boy. 16-30. am- 
, GSOH I 


HANDSOME AND GBiUPlE 
Ctty pratassionaL 31. ff. N/S. 
ahletic buid, seeking attrac- 
tive, sfim fe male. 5"B*+. N/S, 
with coring atari for friendsfrp 
a romanca London. 95455 


UKES A LAUGH 
Young nule, 41, cuftured 
(five rae, amusing, active, seeks 
female. 28-33. tar (naretaNp. 
romance and a family. Rmg me 
and n mteta you ante. Bath. 
95383 


tar interests. GSOH for friend- 
ship, possftriy leading to more. 
95396 


LATIN tS EXCITING? 

Box 4181? Take 100? t rang 
you too late, so please cal mel 
95381 


NORFOLK DIVA 
independent. I 
professional woman. mid-S 
sometimes spariding, seeking 
new male friend, to share city 
end couitry pleasures and a 
i with. No ok) movies. 


LOOKING 
FOR BriRfCtWENT 
Soctabta, engaging, waim- 
hearted mala, 34-38, required 
tar sodabte evenings, i 
conversation and roeanir 
y. London area. 


LOVELY LADY 

Batt>bas9d lady, a ged 49. N/S . 
tfivoiced, solvorL undomoeli- 
cated, artistic, seeks carfog, 
communicalfve. solvent maw. 
4060. N/S. for wells, tsfts. 
tauBheandcudtee.il 

cook, please ring me. r 


OXFORD BASED 


■fell, retired lady. 60. 

L N/Sganttaman, 


BRUISED POUSH FLOWER 
jraoSg^nt, vegetarian femala, 


> SHWa tvrxi, l/aTlD©, 
eonsftfve, non -judgements 
Christian man, wilhSOH. for 
friendship, possfale retafon- 
> out and fun. 


COME INTO MY UFE 
TaA. rn, tor. slim female. 43, 
youthful in mfnd 
tart, dark-ddnne 

diertsh. Cantos. 95452 


EMPTY ROOKS 
Imatfigent, btande single iron, 
56*, graduate, sfim buid, 
enjoys science fiction, rock 
music, 'Offbeat humour, poKcs, 
anknals. home fife, seeking a 
deep-thinking, iraallgent male, 
35-45, fora fusion of minds. 
South Wtes or anywhere. 
9S382 


u nattached. I 
57-69, with comfortable 
Efeatyfe, car owner, for ftiand- 
shto and oinfcwe. 95281 
EASTERN ENGLAND 
Sfim and attrefelve. indepen- 
dent woman, seeking a lhrefy, 
energetic, professional man, 
N/S. fife) wa Mng, cou ntryside, 
sating, ffbns, theatre, must be 
emotfonaly avafiabto 50ish. 
London and eastern Engtend. 
95196 


ARAB MAN SOUGHT 
haiton. proto«oorai fedy. seeks 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS 
ArticufetB. athletic, artistic, an*- 
aUe. attractive, professional 
woman, who is a fumy. N/S, 


WOODY ALLEN/ 

FRIEDA KAHLOW 
Muiticultmf, sfincera. academ- 
ic mfes. 35. saefong a wftty 
female, possibly with a taboo, 
to share the arty aspects of fife 
or salsa. Manchester. 95432 


TRY LIFE 

YbrkaMmtnan. 37. ET, fit. pro- 
fessional, seeks inteftgern. 
artcuiatB tamale. 25-ffi. to 
share interests, food, wine and 
ouKtoor purauitB. Gteucs. 

951 03 


^ <C/Ub «, ^THE INDEPENDENT ( ' 


Club Rendezvous is the exdtkig way to find a partner or friend using 

thtf telephone! Whether yotfre a member or a guest you can use the 

nany features-designed to hdfLjron mart someon e new! 

• VM Bw Members bunq g and memt J nl B r txIin p^tunpeaale of afferent age 
groups. • Ciubstaff ensure tha f *4Sr each.^yipfB be iniroducsd first to tin 
sanest ma mb as. (kr PnMa n mhM n a m iem hetos Bod Ifn right peopie for 
mat » Updst^mr Pemofmf mnstpt pcofffa at an? tons- • Check tin Club 
NoBcerboaaf tb fijq&p maasa gae addlorWd iatast dub nates. >. - - 
•NEWi <2&ttendezxaii& fjeatonettsunpya tocughcmf tinUK] \ 


whfte tomato I860, 
ship, posatato relationship 
LondonAAddlesex area 
9541 7 



BRISTOL BASED 
Carng, professional male, tote 
40s. 6', co s mopoftan. into spk- 
ftuaRy, sport, good comnura- 
cation. honesty and empathy, 
seeking a feminine, warm- 
hearted femala to shore out 
humanity with me. 9S164 


INCURABLE ROMANTIC 
WeUxalL p rofes so rial, oufoo- 
ing mate. 44. M'S, seeks 
femata. 30-45, far long-term, 
tawng relatio nship, w ho enjoys 
countrysida National Trust 
arts and traveL 95282 


CHIC CMCK 

Desrad by aspmng Utertine, 
for funky tatsh dubbing. Me: 
handsome, wann and honest 
man. 30s, Ybu: styfish. confi- ' 
dart, setfraware female, able 
to share emotionally, Meltadu-. ; 
aL hedonistic adventures, 
London. 95303 


tr f. M 


LOTS OF FUN 


Good-taokmg white mde. 27, 
5 '6-. slim buSd. I 


ASIAN SOUGHT 
Tal, stan. fritafga n t, romantic, 
educated mala, 56, into saifing, 
travel, reedng. dnema. music 
and more, seektag an attrac- 
tive. artiaiote, tactile Asian 
tamale, for friendship, maybe 
more. Notts based. 95379 


, browivbiua. 
Bras hip hap, dnema, muse- 
ums, footbafi. seeks attractive 
fama f e . 18-37. N/S. for friend- 
difo and romanca. London. 
952S4 


SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL ' 
Genuine mato 3a attractive. 
Bras eating out tarns, nude, 


RED OR WHTTE 
TaL dark, handsome, profes- 
sional {advertising over) male. 
32. seeks attractive. Indepen- 
dent tomato 25-30ish. to share 
a bottle or two with. London. 
95297 


FEISTY. 

HIGH HEELED LADY~ 

.. 30-55, who walks the wale. 
Are you seeking a domestic .. 
oompareon, who doesn't just 
oft the afk* Then call this 
attractive mato 39. 9S394 
SUSSEX COAST 
Tafi. sfim. txsexual male. 48. 
with decent looks, seeks nmf- 
lar man, lor fun, friendship, 
outdoor pursues and sport ' 
95317 


* 


COULD WE BEFRlHiDS? 
Attractive coupto 35«a seek 
similar coupto tor tun, friend- - 
stop and outtagsL Yorkshire 
area. 95267 


T \ \ i 


AGE IS ONLY A NUMBER-. 
-Said the Budda. Interesting 


traveL seeks kind, friendy 

0, for friend- 


male. a ged 54. jy. good 
. Wmdson 


buid. Wmdsoi/Eastboume 
based, liras w ate r / snow skins, 
traveling, dining out and wsek- 
ends aawy, seeking a genuine 
tody, 45-55 9S206 


MASTERFUL 

Good-looking mala. mkMOs, 
6'. dark/bkte, undecstandfog, . 
seeks submissive female, to 
share mutual aeareness and - 
pleasure. Beda/Herts/CambaF 
East Angtle, 95256 


— . •; i 

' ' 


OXFORD BLUES 
Bored, postgraduate student 
2& seeks petite female, tor 
very cfcse relationship. 
95161 


POST-OP TRANSSEXUAL 
Mato-to-famala. 44, into mutic;' 
rtgits ouL staying In, tfevfog - 
fun, seeks femala. for nm, 
friendship and posstty more. • 
Manchester area. 95199 


l« voted PBfiawW.WM.no ad»W be rMvbhad aeaWng pawma yeungw iflyraw ol age. Wn n igpra i tfrf ftwf 
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Independent Hearts 


Independent Hearts 


Recently featured on 


(S I I\ i L Sy ^latioeaC 

*7e£eo6UoK / 


Club Sirius the Introduction Agency for !be 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right 1 
Choose from our entire database before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 


0800 542 3000 


8:30am -10:30pm 7 days a week or write la 
FREEPOST 305- London EC1B 1SY. 

Visit our Website http://www.club 5 irius.com 


NOW ACROSS 

GREATER LONDON. 


Make a Dace is aiwnys yc 
system. To meet someo: 


0660 615 615 now. . 

Why JL 


:j-j r.nr i.-ic- nt 


Mr dina a tall and 
iliuitxuv e Swig lad r in her 
fordo, with on lie, rJawari 
in England, midi a good 
mar of Samoa Shr if on 
aprrienerd eoctaUaia ($ueh 
and amaidal and fuu 
financial mdrptadrnem. Hrr 
inurata art wide and zoned 
and the rune nb a* 
rmrij/ijpteM cultured 

g a idcmn n of anr age. a*th 
feeUngt, style and tmte U 
re tde dam mth in the (JfL 
Trfc Ccfiian do IFd « tar 

Professional Stalckmakor 

0I76767T4S2 

)«■« lasmoa 



finding a 
partner for life 



07002 

DqFTZLBAm 


NE 

nntigniiBii tuitn"*'*' 


YORKSHIRE DALES LUXURY wast- 
ing weak end tor slngia 
people. March 
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UjRr Serena, 

rm gay, but several times over the 
last year or so, since I split with my 
long-term partner I’ve met women 
with whom I have fallen devastatingly 
in love, rve often found myself at 
parties gazing sonlfolly into the eyes 
of Some adorable temptress rather 
than dancing at my own end of the 
ballroom. This Is worrying me, as Fm 
afraid that I might not actually be gay 
after all, which will obviously cause 
quite a lot of disruption in my life. 
How do I work ont where my mind's 
coming from, and how on earth does 
one go about going back in? 

Stu, Battersea. London 

Don’t confuse these feelings for women 
with an urge to admit that you’re 
actually heterosexual. True, the 
occasional gay man goes back in for 
ypasons of his own, and this questioning 
is something a lot of gay men go 
through at some point, especially after 
the end of a relationship ( and believe 
me, many a heterosexual woman has 
toyed with the idea of lesbianism after a 


nasty run-in with a man). But feeling 
enormous affection toward women is 
more Gkety to be a sign that you're well 
adjusted, and are capable of strong 
emotional bonds with people with whom 
sex is not an issue. Don't panic. Women 
are great; enjoy the fact that you’ve 
found some special ones of your own. 
You will know you've reached foil 
maturity when you also main* a close 
friend who is male and heterosexual. 

Dear Serena, 

rve developed a programme for a 
minority channel which was designed 
to appeal to the gay community and 
cause controversy in the wider world. 
Instead, there's been hardly a 
murmur in the press, and gay men 
seem to be switching off in droves. 
Help! Where did I go wrong? 

X, Manchester 

Quite simple, darling; you forgot the old 
rule that screen sex, unless you're 
deliberately using it for stimulation, is 
actually asto nishing ly boring and the 
sort of thing you can show on television 


is hardly going to match . 
up to the Jeff Stryker ^Jjfl 
videos most of your JmfM 
target audience 
have stashed in flgHMj 
their cupboards. 

Remember for future 
reference; even real > 

pom movies mak? the odd 
gesture toward having a plot 

Dear Serena, 

Judy Garland or Joan 
Crawford? 

Lester, Prestatyn 

Good God, Joan Crawford, 
of course. Judy Garland is 
such a simp. 

Dear Serena, / ' 

My best friend has 
recently developed an 
obsession with 
“bareback riding” - 
having sexual liaisons / 
without using / 

condoms; he has ! 


become very militant about 
this theory that Aids is a 
mmlm form of biological weapon 
against gay men and has 

|gjgl|B persuaded himself that 
hAmb he is fightings guerrilla 
|||kSW action against 

homophobia. I'm very 
ay worried. He means a great 
Brj deal to me and I don’t want 
f)J to lose him. What can I do? 

J Gerry. Salford 

) Oh, dear. If this friend really means 
so much to you, why haven't you 
noticed the self-loathing thing 
=»1 going on here? Tm not saying 
^ that his problems are in any 
way to do with his sexual 
identity but. if you look 
'4 " ■ • 1 aroun ^ you, you will 

| notice that most of the 
mm I people who regularly 

IgS / take part in extremely 

I dangerous activities, or 
Hflf I volunteer for extremely 

^m\ I dangerous jobs, are also 

| V | / acting out suicidal urges 


in a way that they feel would take the 
responsibility out of their hands if 
anything were to happen. Please 
encourage your friend to get some 
therapy, his best chance of survival is 
working out why he wants to die. 

Dear Serena. 

What do you think? Is it OK for gay 
men to greet each other with kisses 
in public? 

Magnus, Leeds 

Sony, love, but it still depends entirely 
on where you are. At parties, yes, in 
restaurants, yes. probably in most 
places where women habitually go 
without a male escort But don’t do it in, 
for instance. Stoke City 1 Centre on a 
Saturday just after the football’s turned 
out It's a shame, and in an ideal world 
you could do it anywhere, but the sad 
fact of life is that many people live in 
certain areas, such as the country or 
Huddersfield, because it allows them to 
five with their prejudices unchallenged, 
and they can react with violence if their 
limitations are tested too vigorously. 


Dear Serena, 

I'm looking to expand my drag act 
and was hoping you could suggest 
some personalities who might go 
down well on the circuit. 

Mauricia, Soho, London 

I'd have said Hillary Clinton was 
admirably suited to life as a drag act. 
though Monica Lewinsky goes down 
better; at least according to rumour. 
Have you thought of doing Pauline 
Fowler out of EaatEnders? There's an 
advantage in the savings on wardrobe 
costs. There is, I think, serious potential 
in Kale Winslet on indeed, Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Oh, and ditch that Gaultier 
bustier Madonna's upper arms hare 
become so pumped up these days that 
the media are on red alert for an 
announcement. 

Knotty problems with the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena, The Independent, 
18th Floor; 1 Canada Square , Canary 
Wharf London E14 SDL. where they 
will be treated with the customary 
sympathy 



Aries 

IT’S MARVELLOUS what you have been getting 
away with foe so long. The^ way you behave should 
cause reprisals, bat remember you are 
protected by your energy mure than by your 
charm. It is important not to get ill tyour force- 
field wiH fail and let your enemies in). You sense 
a general hnprovement in the tenor of the world, 
but just when you think the weather is clearing, 
rain comes in from an unexpected direction. 
Personal hygiene has a significance that you 
have not yet folty understood. 

Taurus 

YOU NEED a little support and that is exactly 
what you’re going to get The gender of your 
assistants is somewhat obscure, but they're 
short, and what they are offering is inadequate 
- except in bed (but you rock and roll well 
enough for both of youj. Past indulgences are 
finally patching up on you (don’t look back). 
Retribution may range from surplus calories to 
emotional violence from those you have 
deceived for love or money. Be kind to your 
persecutors; nothing annoys them more. 


GEMI NT 


ITS EASY to assume you have no depths, only 
degrees of brilliance. But be prepared for 
revelations. These will change your view of a 
friend - Mercury will help you make sense of 
what you see, and also tefl it to everyone eise. But 
when the planet goes retrograde on Wednesday 
it takes you with it Ybur obsessions will not 
remain impenetrated for even Ybur beloved Of 
you have a beloved) will suffer a transformation 
(helping, therefore, to explain their mystery). 

Cancer 

IN THE moments before deep, there is one who 
comes to you in a disturbing way. You t hou g ht you 
knew better (Lord knows, you’re dd enough), but 
this call from the past threatens to be more 
powerful than your common sense (as just about 
everything is). There is a sense of morbid habit 
about your life, and your days pile up Eke old 
papers in a widower’s slum. Alcohol helps more 
th an travel (at least when you drink you don’t 
have to take yourself along). 


N oses, for a si 
are some ve 
produced by 
observed fix 
from above. 


Poppy folly 


YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 




N oses, for a start, it’s about noses. There 
are some very bizarre proboscises 
produced by Pisces, and this is best 
observed from drawings of Liza Minnelli 
from above, Cyrano de Bergerac from 
underneath, or Rupert Murdoch from any angle 
(Mate! Have you got planning permission for that 
thing?) And it’s no better lower down. The typical 
Piscean would have Harold Wilson’s body, 
Michaelangelo's back, Rob Reiner's stomach, Ivan 
Lendl’s eyes, Cyd Gharisse’s brain, Douglas Hurd’s 
voice, Alan Greenspan's joie de more, and Douglas 
Adams’s tax bill 

There are some exceptions, of course: the yodelling 
Samoan Kiri Tte Kanawa, Yuri Gagarin, the first man in 
space -as well as the first spacewoman (Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning, if memory serves), and the hoary 
old perennial Kemal Ataturk (deceased). Though for 
all Pisces' pretensions to understanding universal 
laws and the deep structure of the world, its only 


creation to have realty affected international relations 
has been the miniskirt. 

The fact is, this week is the creative hovel of the 
zodiac, the place where artistic aspirants go to be 
born, only to die early (of suffocation usually, trying to 
get more of the bottle in their mouths). Pisceans are 
fabulous drunks, the most famous of whom was 
Vyacheslav Molotov, the man who invented a bomb 
which was three parts the odds and ends in the back of 
your drinks cabinet plus a splash of Campari: you 
swallow once, cough in the face of your enemy and 
laugh as they go into convulsions. 

Whole countries (actually, whole histories of 
countries) have been expugned by this behaviour 
What countries, you ask? Nobody now knows. But we 
can say with certainty that this malevolent 
psychoactivism is the reason behind Mondrian’s art 
Nijinsky’s conversation and Bobby Fischer's queen- 
side strategies. Thank you, Pisces, sign of peace, love 
and biological warfare. 



M 


LEO 


YOUR FACE is flat and the grindstone’s covered 
in blood. But things get much sweeter when 
Venus cosies up to you and the good life at long 
last beckons. But damn it you’re only half-way 
through the^ week and you’ve stiH got to deal with 
Neptune and a false sense of security in your 
powers of expression (Remember: Mercury 
goes retrograde on Wednesday). Men - now you 
know what it is like to be a ^rl Giris- now you 
know what it is like to be Cancerian. 


Virgo 


YOUR CERTAINTIES take a rollicking from A to 
about Sand back again. Your insults undermine 
your character assessments: everything you 
have constructed is^ wrong. Yippee, this opens up 
possibilities both financial and erotic. But then 
Mercury goes retrograde and takes you back the 
way you've come, possibly to see that everything 
you believed was correct after ail So, if you have 
signed or succumbed, you will just have to bear 
the consequences, won't you? 


Lib ra 


THERE'S Ataric element in intaacation: how are 
you going to cope when your Kfe4ovingastroU®y 
spills over into your hangover-hating biology? 
The repercussions from sex will be more 
diminishing than from alcohol The onty solution 
is to stay in the foothills, so don't attempt to reach 
the peak This sort of restraint is realty possible 
only for old people. Ybur luck will never run out 
Until Friday. Ibur blessed nature may make you 
a little selfish. Tough tuna," you riposte. Ha-ha! 
A hit a palpable hit 

SCORPIO 

FOR A brief period, you are free from astrological 
influences, now the depths of your Scorpio self 
can emerge. (Run, everyone! Hide! Put your 
children in the priests’ hole!) Is it paranoia, or are 
there those around you who have succumbed to 
a liberation theology and are planning their 
escape? However inexcusable their behaviour 
( think of what you've done for them), don’t 
destroy (hem. You’ll need them later Laughter 
will be useful however pointless. 


Sagittarius 

THE WORLD is less forgiving than it has been and 
you may be tempted to abandon your great 
project to make a convenient accommodation 
with stupid people. But your strategy has rightty 
been to bend the world to yourself (so many 
people can’t be right). You are required to rise 
above the mass, not rink into it Perhaps you are 
not working hard enough. Be serious; you need 
a more numinous philosophy. Or maybe it’s a 
haircut, the stars are ambivalent 


Capricorn 

THE WORLD’S a sweat shop; you're getting paid 
rock-all and your hostel bills are huge. An 
affliction with the sun means a period of 
drudgery that can be overcome onty by very bard 
work (that is, more drudgery). Contain your 
resentment at others’ ease and success. There 
are those ^ whose onty function is beauty and their 
natural reward is luxury. Cheer yourself up by 
making one of the favoured few strip from the 
waist down and stand in the comer. 

AQUARIUS 

TAKE THE risk of exploding over everyone and 
stop annoying people -just for irnce and just this 
week. There are significant gains you can make 
if those around you aren’t upset and disturbed 
fry your emotional interventionism. Observe 
the shape people make when you aren't 
operating on them; that’s bow they like to be. 
They have all the things you want (except 
three), and they are prepared to give them, if fey 
don't think you’re about to snatch them. 


Pisces 


THIS IS how you like to be, lit up from within by 
a matrix of psychic illuminations. They're 
flashing at you with marvellous creativity ds it 
Morse, or a defective connection?). There are 
images, insights, axioms being beamed at you, 
and you assume you’ll be able to work out what 
they all mean. But there’s not much time. When 
Mercury goes retrograde, everything will start 
to mean the opposite. Those who had a crush on 
you will be crushed. Oh, well 




classic Cartoons 

Martin plimmer on 
Carl Giles 


Backgammon 



Wr Trie^FoeraruiaR^keepssay^ ix ‘fbe^ 


IF the awkward customer at 
the heart of this 1940 Carl 
Giles cartoon looks familiar it 
is because we know her in. _ 
more mature form. Fbr this is 
a youthful manifestation of 
Grandma, the grim bombazine 
matriarch who steamed 
through the ‘‘faraity* cartoons 
Giles later drew for the 
Express, with the presence of 
an ironclad battl e sh ip . Giles 
invented his family at the end 
of the war, when his previous 
cast of featured _grotesqu^- 
Hitler, Mussolini and Goeooeis 
- walked out on him. In 


Grandma he created a 
character more menacing, less 
easily placated and better 
loved than them. Rarety 
condescending to speak, she 
always communicated her 
opinion, sometimes via the 
blunt end of an umbrella 
handle, sometimes (as in a 
han ging debate), through the 
mouths of children (“Grandma 
says hang everybody"). She 
was ink-intensive and 
inexpungable. Even Giles 
couldn’t rub her out; when he 
once said he wanted to there 
was a public outcry. 


BERYL BAINBRIDGE’S mmi - 
outburst this week raised some 
eyebrows but few questions. 
Children; says the novelist, 
should have elocution lessons, 
and regional accents be 
eradicated. 

It is un-PC to say that one 
finds one accent uglier than 
another such feelings are felt to 
be invalid. People are put off 
by strong accents other than 
their own. We don’t notice our 
own accents, of course. In the 
deep sea the fish do not see 
the water. But that’s what 
regional accents are “for”: to 
separate in-groups from out- 
groups; to attract and repeL 

But just because I am in 
favour of a regional accent 
doesn't mean I want it in all 
contexts. Though an avid fan 
of Taggart, I do not want the 
national news to be in 
Glaswegian; any more than 
others would want itinnty 
father’s (lovely) Polish accent. 

Unfortunately there is no 
alternative to the disparate 
media babble of mixed and 
modified accents: the natural 
candidate for such a role, 
received Engjish, is cfisqualified 
for reasons of class. There is 
already uniformity in the 
written language. We write 
house whether we read it as 
hice or ha-ouse. 

A consistent regional patois 
with its own grammar is one 


PUZZLEMASTER 

BY CHRIS MAS LANKA 


thing; sloppiness another. But 
language is one of the most 
democratic and rudderless of 





»*»?• 




institutions. Grumble all you 
wish at Scoland, Ga’wick or 
“Northern Island" , the tide 
cannot be turned back. 
Pronounce Scoland with a “t" 
and you are dated just as surety 
as if you'd been named Elspeth 
or Archibald. 

Language change cannot be 
stopped, but that doesn't mean it 
shouldn’t be moderated. Listen 
to the sloppy inarticulacies of 
children’s programming, or the 
news. This is not regionally but 
language blindness. No wonder 
education is such a struggle. 

Answer to last week’s Puzzles 

1. FOLKLORE 

2. NORMALITY 

3. Each domino must cover a 
black square and a white 
square. But there are more 
white squares than black: So it 
is impossible First out of the 
electronic hat was David 
Hodgkiss in Germany. 

POINTS TO PONDER 
Unde Tadek goes from Tomsk 
to Omsk visiting each other 
town exactly once. Show that if 
the high road (BG) is not 
passable, it is not possible. Even 
if he^ visits towns more than 
once he must go through an 
even number of them. Unless he 
goes along BP 
Answers next week 
Comments to: 
indy@puzdenuister.co.iik 


CHRIS BRAY 



STRANGE POSITIONS 
sometimes demand strange 
plays. When I had this position 
a few weeks ago, 1 was 
annoyed not to be able to hit 
white and quickly played 16/10, 
4/3. White ran out with 65 and 
the game was soon over. 

My play was dreadful and I 
deserved to lose. What should 
my plan have been? Firstly I 
should not have given up 
coverage of the outer boards. I 
should have played 24/18, 

16/15. If white rolls a number 
with a 6 in it 1 will have at 
least a single shot at him. If he 
doesn’t then I can attack him 
on my l -point next roll. 

But could I realty oot hit 
white? What about the odd 
looking play 24/18, 2/1”? Now 


white stays on the bar on 16 of 
his rolls and I have lots of 
builders in place to rebuild my 
board. Four of white's rolls (14, 
41, 24, 42 1 leave three blots and 
four more rolls (13, 31, 23, 32) 
are nearly as bad. Only six 
rolls <16, 61, 26, 62, 25, 52) are 
realty any good for him. If be 
does manage to escape, my 
coverage of the outer boards is 
still good. 

It's difficult to find plays like 
this and weigh them against 
the merits of the more prosaic 
24/18, 16/15. In this particular 
case, the equity difference is 
small but 24/18, 2/1* is slightly 
the better play. The realty 
important thing is make sure 
that you consider all the 
candidate plays. 
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BBC1 


BBC2 


635 Teletubbles (1638823). 715 Match 
of the Day (285480** 830 Breakfast 
with Frost (58378). 930 Heaven and 
Earth Show (76281). 1030 Animate in 
Uniform (23262). HOO Goodnight 
Sweetheart (6939). 1130 Country FDa 
(7568) 12X10 On the Record (5633) 
100 Cartoons (6015584a t!5 
EastEnders (7228397). 240 The 
&aat British Song Contest (tti07i8). 


340 lJliAl King Solomon’s Wnes 

(Compton Bennett and Andrew 
Marten 1850 UK). With Deborah Kerr 
and Stewart Granger (14804939). 

4-50 Mastarehef 1999 (2326845). 
5.20 News; W&ather (T) (3650736). 
5*40 Local News; Weather (450561). 
545 Songs of Praise (737668) 


620 A9 along the Watchtower. 

Steam set in an almost-forgotten 
RAP early-warning station in 
Scotland (S) (T) (387200). 

6-50 Antiques Roadshow. Hugh 
Scully, in Plymouth, unearths a 
valuable painting of a young girl by 
Frederick, Lord Leighton and rare 
Frankenthal porcelain (579991). 

7.35 Wildlife Special. David 

Attenborough meets some wolves 

(R) (731552). 

1120 Five Go Mad in the Kitchen (S) 

(T) (777262). 

830 Love Town. More Gretna Green 
weddings, indUdng a badly hurrg- 
over groom (S) (T) (1649). 

9.00 Comic Relief’s Greet Big 

Excellent African Adventure! 

With Geri Hafiwefl, Dervla Kirwan, 

Kris Akabusr, Nick Hancock and 
Jonathan Ross (S) (T) (822246). 

9-50 News; Weather (T) (330674). 

10-00 The Lakes. Lucy takes the witness 
stand to confront her rapists and 
reveals an explosive secret (S) (T) 
(103755). 

10.40 Comic ReOef Jukebox. With ZoS 
BaB (S) (T) (577465). 

tLOO Mrs Merton and Malcolm (R) 

(S) (T) (1620). 

tl-30 Heart of the Matter. Geneticaly- 
modffied foods (S) (T) (377823). 

1240 For the Love of Aaron 

(John Kent Harrison 1994 US). (5) 
(9017311). To 140am. 


8.30 Little Mouse on the Prairie 

(2915891). 830 AMn and the 
Chpmuiks (2926007). 945 Vteyne 
Manifesto 0421264) 9-40 The Wld 
House (2315277* 1035 No Sweat 
(5537587) 1030 Grange Hi 
(964326$. 1035 Sub Zero (1701281) 
W30 Gangs HI (3214804) 1150 0 
Zona (3297741). 124)5 The Stepsons 
(3744823). 12*30 Robot Ware (70668). 
100 Arotnd West m nster 0T194). 

130 Sunday Grandstand (90377194). 
135 Ski Sunday (6079216). 220 Ice 
Hockey (5005642). 340 Rugby Union 
(5211736V 3-25 Ice Hockey (1269303). 
4LQ5 Athletics (6989552) 420 (Cs 
Hookey (|S459281) 5-00 Athletics 
(9693552). &45 Top Gear lake 2 
058910) 


64)0 Star Trek: Voyager. Janeway 
tries to keep Voyager from total 
destruction (S) CO (W1465). 


645 Star Trek: Voyag er . Captain 
Janeway end her crew encounter a 
species that can sense thoughts (S) 
(T) (58555 2 )- 


730 The Money Programme. 

Previews this Tuesday* budget (S) 
(T) (113). | 

&00 LoyaSsts. Peter Taylor continues 
his Inside look at the Protestant 
paramStaries as the story of the 
Troubles reaches the early 1990s (S) 
.(583755V | 

8410 Vintner* Tales with Janck 
Robinson (R) (S)'(T) (948945). 

940 Stoptoe and Son (R) (6045). 


940 Red Dwarf V1IL The Cat faUs in 
love, and performs an elaborate tap 
dance with Blue Midget (S) (50804). 


10410 Never Mind the| Buzxcocfcs. 

Guest include Meet Loa£ Base and 
comedian Roland Rivron (S) (46113). 

i 

1040 10 x 10: Talklngj Trees (362216V 


1040 


CHOICE 


A Rap at the Door. 


Drama concerning Northern Ireland* 
‘disappeared'. See Drama of the 
Day. below (S) (T) (946543V 


1140 


CHOICE 


MBna Tannenbaum 


(Marttee Dugowson 1993 Fr) Drama 
about the friendship between two 
very tifferent womin. See Him of the 
Day, below (97833216V To 2am 


itvlwt 


64M GHTV (77946V 830 Diggit 
(7569216). G25 Oggy and the 
Cockroaches 0080378V 9U3S Power 
Rangers ii Space 0999fl5)1O4K 
Sunday Momteg (7W9W) 1105 Pf: 
Austrafian Grand Prix (77156378). tH 
1TN News; W oo l tend VMWher 
ffl340991) 125 London Today 
(31739262V 130 Jonathan Drnfateby 
(6985823V 230 Big Screen 
(35052HS5) 230 Anatomy of Disaster 
(M64552V 

345 The Big Match: FA Cup Sixth 
Round - Newcastle vs Everton. 

Bob WSson presents five coverage of 
the FA Cup quarter-fral at St James’ 
Park (kick-off at 4pm) followed by the 
semj-fwTal draw (T) (62792378V 


645 ITN News; Weatfisr (T) (182465). 

6-25 London Tbnlght (T) (469025V 

630 Mchael Barrymore's My Kind 
of Music. The lanky extrovert hosts 
another rouvt of the enterta ar mert 
show in which competitors get the 
chance to perform and show off their 
musical knowledge (S) (T) (58939). 

730 Coronation Street. It’s Sharorfe 
weddteg te this hour-long special. But 
win Rita tafi the truth about the 
philandering (art? (S) (T) (7126Z) 


830 Who Want s to Be a MHonake? 

Chris Tarrant and more big-money 
questions (S) (T) (2945V 

940 A Touch of Frost. A new four-part 
series for David Jasorib irascible 
Yorkshire copper be$pis with a story 
written by Malcolm Bradbury. In 
’ ‘Appencfix Man*, an unsolved crime 
returns to haunt Frost when a man is 
found hanged in his apartment (S) 

(T) (8858V 


tLOO News; Weather (533397). H45 
The Jesus Fie with Tony Robinson 
(628303V H45 Fl: Australian Grand 
Prix HghTights (S) (T) (669991V 

1255 iaillfli Eye of the Cat (David 
LoweJ Rich 1969 US). Thrtter starring 
Gayle Hunricutt (T) (143175). 

2-45 Sea Quest 2032 (8550798) 3-35 
World Footbafl (58651840). To 405am. 


Channel 4 


6-35 Dog City (E2K64S) 700 The Magic 
flortlabot* (789962$ 74* Arimtf 

Alphabet (257967$. Zf5 SaKyb 

Lighthouse (8®7T) X45 Bug Atertl 
(B5842V 845 Sand fay the Bel - the 
Nbw Class (3735007V 8*40 City Guys 
(3020939V 9s» Catdog (B87736) 
945 PlStet Pop (B94937S) 104)0 

The VWttons ^59flV 1100 Holyoaks 
(6420643)1240 Up the Creek 
6Z772568V HO Dishes (7D46842V 
145 FootbaS Kafia (254021® 44)0 
20th-Century Hal of Fame <6162755). 


4415 alHul Broken Lance (Edward 
Onytryck 1954 US) A rancher 
patriarch, Spencer Tracy, has his 
errpte threatened by Ns rabaBous 
son, Robert Wagner (43582129V 


Channel 5 ITV/Re 8 io « 


&O0 Ttas Team. Tony Robteson end 
the team travel to the MaftramHBs to' 
unearth an ton Age vBaga. Along the 
wty, they leanr how to plough with 
QMsn(T) (73755V 


700 Escape to River Cottage. Hugh 
Feamiey-WhrttingstaB cafls in a pest 
controler for Ms mice (9804). 


730 Access AM Areas. Medtoat 

di scrim in a tion experienced by Downs 
. syndrome sufferers (7) (281). 

800 And FkiatBy. A look 

back at tfree decades erf News at 
Ten. See Documentary of the Day, 
below (T) (310) 


900 Shanghai Vice. Phi Agandb 
stunning documentary series which 
shows the Shanghai poice as they 
try to dean up the city. A severed 
head is found in a canal, whle an 
earthquake hits nearby Lfang (S) (T) 
(5179). 

1000 HWiB Sirens (John Dufgan 1994 
Aust/US) Hugh Grant and wife, Tara 
Fitzgerald, are sent to AustraSa to 
persuade a notorious artist not to 
exhibit hs erotic refigious paintings, 
and dfecover sexual Iteration along 
the way (T) (702571V 

1L45 Boyz UnBmtted (902668V 12-20 
4 Later Babylon 5 (R) (8617778 145 
4 Later. Dark Skies (R) (T) (4027750V 
240 Dweebs (R) (S) (9406446V 

2J5 BaUfll Day for Mght (Frangois 
Truffaut 1973 USV Truffaut* Oscar- 
winning paean to the art of movie- 
making (436359V To 435am.’ 


800 WDdBte SOS (BS816465V *25 

Ptonsfore (33323H3V 600 Hawkatxso 

5246533) TOO Dapptedown Farm 
(82945871 730 MBcshake! (2646H3) 
735 VWmzteS House (4625842). 800 

My Sunday (2S48485V 830 Do 'fou 

BeSave te? (284T736V 800 Stickin 
Around (2934216V 9-30 Mcbar 
(1398850. IOuOO Mirror. Mnor 
(5280it3V «L30 The Vbtey Between 
(2850200). 1100 USA Hgh (36T1945) 
1130 Singled Out ( 36126 a). 1200 
The Mag (5989820®. 140 5 News 
(93834397V 130 firostn* on Siteday 
(23950378). 150 Movie Chart Show 
(19358755) 120 Exclusive (97343781 
2J55 Famiy Affairs (727*85871 540 
Serious Money (25296200V 

540 The Three Lives of 

Thomastaa (Don Chaffey 1963 
USV Four years before he directed 
77 m Prisoner, Don Chaffey and 
Patrick McGoohan teamed up in mis 
somewhat dWferent Disney fantasy 
about a girl (Karen Dotrice) and her 
cat Above-par Disney fare, with 
Susan Hampshire and Finlay Currie 
<T) (35848H3V 


7.30 5 News and Sport (S) (T) 

(2421991V 


800 WBd Encounters. Meet the 
orang-utans of the rainforests of 

Borneo and Sumatra. This fBm visits 
a rehabilitation centre in Bohorok 
where Segafly captured apes are 
prepared for the wld again (R) ff) 
(8532281V 


900 


UHfli Moment of Truth: 
Stalking Back (Corey Allen 1993 
USV Drama based on the true story 
of a 14-year-oid who finds herself the 
object of an older manfe infatuation. 
When she fate to respond to his 
advances, he begins stalking her and 
eventually issues death threats. 
Shanna Reed plays the ^rife mother 
who begins the fight back (S) (T) 
(81379129V 


1030 Wfatg and a Prayer. 

drama series Carl and Don represent 
Patience DMne, who Is convinced 
that her sons death te custody was 
suspicious (S) (T) (76Q1S7V 

tiso The Comedy Network (8719397). 
12-2 0 Sports Talc with Steve Scott 
(9095972V UL50 Ice Hockey -NHL 
(S) (652915MV 4^0 Tibs and Fibs 
(R) (S) (92284717V 5415 Move On 
Up (R) (S) (32006069V &SO Serious 
Money (S) (8806021V To 6am. 


AMD FUiALUT (8pm C4, right) Quite why 
if s Channel 4 that is celebrating the past 
30 years of News at Ten (which made its 
final appearance on Friday), and not ITy 
is anybody’s guess. Perhaps the demise 
of the bulletin has been too controversial 
for ITV to want to dwell on it Anyway, 
Trevor McDonald, Sanity Gall, Anna Fbrd 
and Jon Snow are among those sharing 
their memories. 



A RAP AT THE DOOR (1040pm BBC2. right) 
This gutsy drama from BBC Northern 
Ireland confronts one of the darkest 
aspects of the Uroubles - the subject of 
the u t£sappeared’\ These are people who 
have answered knocks on their doors, 
only to vanish - abducted and disposed of 
by the IRA. Three grown-up children of 
such a woman reveal their differing 
reactions in monologues to the camera. 



IONA TANNENBAUM (HAOpm BBC2, right) 
Frangois Truffaut's much-feted Day far 
Night can be found in the earty hours cm 
Channel 4, but a much less well-known 
land unfairly so) French movie is Marline 
Dugpwson's perceptive 1993 stutty of two 
Jewish Parisian girls and theirfriendship- 
ChDdhood pals, they grow up to become a 
journalist and an artist, finalty faffing out 
over an egomania cal art dealer 



excepts 100 

B 172238421 838 Tie' -: r 



BBC1 N Ireland 

A* BZtCI except: 1L0O UUfe 

ElWiWn you <«§£ 1UQ Ifct? 
Morton and MNeotot (38736V 
12 j 00 Hoaxi of tha Many ; 
(7609446V «-«0 Bra- for r- 
Lweof Aaron (9fflJ7596i. 338 tto 

Sky at t«Qht (GOOtSS. l3e johr 
SBC New* 34 (48S52WV f 

8BC1 Scotland 

As BBC1 

Eastenders . 

Groat British Song Contort 

(35061666V 235 Sportoam - 

Mak* d ow Day Uv* fSMkttk "* 

545 Five Oto Mad *i (he Ktohii 
(7719736V 735 Frerti PrnCaof^ 

Air (382823V. 8J0Q MtiMtoOM £ 
(S842V n-OO Jsrtwr Canett - f 
® the From PWOV . . t 
BBC1 Wales 
As BBC1 except: VtoDxSb 
jX Mght (73395M) (L09 JOtattd' 
N»w3i (96850514) - 

AnaBa 
As LwT i 
News 
Bunny , 

Anatomy at Oteartec £852811 12a 
Angba News **69028V f 

Hightufo«{0S5O70&«3OITV V -iff' 
NWWSODOO (431819531 43» - - 
Coronation Streel (9368886) ... 
Central 

a* IWT ■xeapti <-»? Cmzw 
N« wsandV\^rt (317390S0V . 

2-20 Fkn: Carry On Spying* 
(2003823). 635 Central New 
Weather (469026) 4 j05 
(5495601) ■ fjs. 

HTV Wales •;;$ 

As UWT except: 125 HTV -M 
Nsws (3T739262) 230 MurdK&ti^s 
Wrote (5083620V 345 WaMi ff. 
Agenda (733674) L2S HTV Nm, ^ 
(^ 026 ) 235 Hohtandrt ■■ ,'T?- 
(855079614-30 ITV NigptMnw 

143181953) 435 CaronaMn SbaK 7 

19366885) 

HTV West 

As HTV Wales except: 348 

Getaways (733674) 

Meridian 

As LWT except! 125 Markka 

News and weather (3173926$ 

2-20 Murder, She Wrott (5063821- ' 
345 Big Day Out (7336NV US 
Mendian News (4690261245 
Highlander (8550798). 4 JO ITV . ,v . 
rtohtscreen H3WT953). 44S 
Happy Ever After (46717392) 
Freescreen (86682) 

Westcountry 

As LWT except: 125 , 

Westcountry News [31738282) 

2 J 20 World of Wonder (3506? 

230 Murder, Sho WAote (M64 
6-25 Westcountry News £69025}, £~ 
XAS Highlander (8550798) 430 - 

ITV M^itficreen (43181953) 4JW 
Coronation Strert (9368886) 
Yorkshire 

As LWT excepts 125 Gatondv . 

News and Wbaiher (31739262) 

2.20 HoSywood's Greatest Surra 
(35066113V 2.45 Coronation Strut 
(085281) <L25 Calendar Nnu md 
Sport (469026) 1145 FI: 

Australian Grand Pnx HgM g hl i 
(785842V 12^*5 Coach (79359) 

145 Cybernet (69972) 145 Fflm: 
Saaian Chale SasuraL Tangled 
romantic tale n wfach a poor but 
ambitious yoirig musician travels to 
the city to enter a prestigrtui mueo 

m. (841025W) 4JB ’ 

(1052021) 

Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 125 ~— - -v 
North East News and Wtiethor 
(31739262) 6^5 North East Nm*. 
and Sport (469026). . 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: tLOO ^ 

T4: HoSyoaks (73152858) 1205 »\ 
Gogs £26343736) 1240 Rownd a.nf *. 
Rownd: Omnfews (22988213) . 

12.40 Ffei (73440571) 12^5 dnl'* 
(25216674) 140 Talkabout Wsrti 

(37872262) 24» Rermio 
245 Brooksade 


ft? 

‘ ' . , \ 

f - ‘ 


w. 

* - . .4 
. ' • . ‘ 

f* c '\:' 
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(29782303) 4.00 Escape .. 
to River Cottage (67360939) 4J0 

Pam RDuw? (67359823) 5410 

i (92883194) 54)5 - 
(13230804) 5J5 Pob0l .,> 
y Cwm (4TW3465V 7-30 Sotwm 4 - ■ ■ 

12) 8-00 Dechrau Canu : - 
Canmol (90330533)540 v- 
Joni Jones (3196^92) 94)5 Wr . .i. 
Chwaer (80681858). 104)5 ' — ’ 

Newyddnn (12739939) «U» Rhs: ±- 
Sirwis (11463281) 124)5 Access A» - 
Areas (30093156) 105 Shanghai 1 
Vice (33350595) 24» Close . . "■ : 


Radio 1 

: FM > 

Kevte Greening 
104K) Mark GoocSerb 
Radio 1 Request Show. 
100 Scott MBs, 34M) 
Top of the Pops. 44K) 
The Official UK Top 4Q 
74)0 Racfio 1 's Dance 
Anthems with Dave 
Pearce. 104)0 Trevor 
Nelson. 124)0 CSve 
Warren 4-00 - &30 
Scott Mas 
Rasfio 2 

(8&-902MHz FM ) 

74)0 Don Madean. 94)5 
Steve Wrightte Sunday 
Love Songs. tLOO 
Parkinsons Stnday 
Supplement LOO 
Desmond Car rin g ton 
34)0 By Popular 

Demand. Burt 
Bacriarach: the Story of 
My Ufa 44)0 As Time 
Goes By. 4.30 Sing 
Sornethmg Simple. 54M 

Pam/^res too Etogh 

SoJy. 8-30 Sunday >teH 
Hour. 94)0 Alan Keith. 
104)0 Malcolm Laycock. 
tLOO The Davki Jacobs 
Collection 124)0 Lynn 
Parsons. 34)0 - 44)0 
Alex Lester. 

Racfio 3 

2-92.4MHZ FM ) 

On Air. 

SLOO I Brian Kay s Suiday 

of the Week 


tLOO 

Encore. 

1245 Muse Matters. 
100 The Rado3 
Lunchtime Concert 
245 Richard Ttiuber. 
34)0 Spirit of the Ag& 

44)0 100 Great Singers 

445 Centurions. 

4£0 The Year. 

54)5 Sunday Feature: 
Setting the Score The 
latest m the series of 
monthly documentaries 
surveying the range and 

dhrarerty of 20th-century 
music. 

6-30 Private Passions. 
Mchael Berkeley's guest 
ths week is Adrian 
Noble, artistic director of 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Company. 

7 JO Choi- Works. 

Brian Kay introduces a 
performance of one of 


the greatest master- 
pieces of the choral 
repertoire, Bachs 
■St Matthew Passion'. 
James Oxtey (tenor), 
Dettef Roth (baritone) 
Deborah Ybrk (soprano), 
Andreas Schol 

Lothar 
(terra ri Mchael 
Vole (bass) Ghent Col- 
legium Vbcaie/Phflppe 
Herreweghe 
104)0 Suiday Play; In 
the Solitude or the Cot- 
ton Fiekfa By Bemard- 
Marie Kottes, translated 
by Jeffrey Whtewright 
Two men, the Dealer and 
the Client meet at ntoht 
in an empty Industrial 
space to do business, it 
is a duel cast as a deal, 
conducted in an intense, 
highly wrought di alogu e 
wnn a sense of inciptent 
violence foaming 
throughout mesmeric, 
rhythmical and extraordi- 
nary. With Russell Dixon 
and Gerard McSoriey. 
Director MeVanie Harm 
1145 World Music. 

1245 Leon McCawtey. 
100 - 64)0 Through 
the Mght 
Racfio 4 
®24-946MHx FM ) 

64)0 News Briefing. 
64)5 Sonetfvig 
Understood. 

&35 The Living World. 
6-57 Weather. 

74)0 News. 

74)5 Sunday Papers. 

740 Sunday. 

7S5 Radio 4 Appeal 
84)0 News. 

84)5 Sunday Papers. 
84)7 Sunday worship 
845 Letter from 
America. 

94 M News: 

KoottieXrchers 

ttdS Desert Island 
Discs. 

1200 News: Bridging 
the Gap 

BL30 Just a Minute. 
12458 Weather. 

100 The World This 
Weekend 
130 Counterpotet 
24)0 News; 

Question Tima 
200 A Stitch in TTma 


34)0 News; Classic 
Serial: The Tin Drum. 
44M) News; Bookclub 
4-30 Fine Lines. . 

54)0 News; He on 4. 
IL40 Letters from Afar. 
534 Shipping Forecast 
537 Weaiher 
64)0 Six OCfock News. 
645 Pick of the Week 
74)0 News; The Archers. 
Helen gets up Tommy's 
nose 

745 Do the Right Thing. 
Human behaviour 
cSssected with wit and 
wisdom by Jane Thynne 
and guests. 

84)0 News; Fat Chance 
A bittersweet comedy in 
five parts by Jenny 
McDada 4: "Secrets and 
Lies’. Graham has an 
audition as a "Bfoe Peter' 
presenter, wMe the rest 
of the tfi retting dub 
team a lit more about 
Soo. With Gareth Corke 
and Jantee DuvftskL 
830 f8ce Work. ASson 
MtcheR presents the 
series that hefos you find 
new work opportunities 
and explores the issues 
that change and shape 
your woriong fife. 

9-00 News: On Giants 
Shoiddera. "Darwin - the 
Comfortable Revolution- 
ary'. Melvyn Braog taks 
to scientists Stefmen Jay 
Gottid. Daniel Dennett 
John Maynard Smith and 
Richard Dawkins about 
their hero Charles 
Darwin. (R) 

930 Analysis. "New 
Laboir pkr . The Govern- 
ment has been trying to 

copy private sector mod- 
els of management 
audting and consumer 
relations But w3 this 
work, and could it be 
undemocratic? Ian Harg- 
reaves asks how much 
ou- poWdans and chri 
servants can realisttaaBy 
team from big business. 
104)0 News; The West- 
minster Hour. Andrew 
Rawnstey presents the 
poitical heaefrias of the 


neodweek, Ive from 
Westminster, including 
1045 Now that history 
Hasn't Ended. The last in 
a series of talks by poiti- 
cal writer and phfoso - 
pher John Gray about 
the end of the 20th 
century and the world 
we Sva In now: 4; The 
Broken Spiderti Web. 
tLOO News; The Learn- 
ing Curve. Can one reaiy 
team about spiritualty? 
Ubfay Purves seeks 
enfi g itenment in a 
special eefition of the 
education 
n 30 

Understood. 

12.00 News. 

1245 Dtaries of Tbday. 
1230 The late 
The i 
Mart 
12^48 Shipping 

Forecast 

LOO As World ServiceL 
530 World News 
535 Shipping Forecast 
5-40 fosnore Forecast 
535 Prayer for the Day. 
547 - 64)0 Farming 

Today. 

Racfio 4 LW 

098kHz) 

124)0 - 124)4 News 
Hsadines; Shipping 
Forecast 84)0 - 104)0 
Open University. 

Racfio 5 Live 

(693 909kHz MW ) 

64)0 Brief Lives. 

630 Breakfast with 
Andrew Nei 
94)0 SoortsWeek. 

10-00 Hayes on Sunday. 
124M) Tftis Footbafl 

1230 The Meda Show 
100 Sunday Sport 
FootDal: commentary oi 


(1000-1 

o4K> S 


League Gateshead 
Thunders first match 

against Leeds Rhinos. 
830 Brief Lives. 

94W Dallyn Worldwide. 
930 Out This Week. 
104K) Late ffight Curria 
100 Up Al Night 
54)0 • 64)0 Morning 

Pru-iT-frir 

reports. 

Classic FM 

HOTSMHzFM) 
Sarah Lucas. 94K) 
Classic Romanca 1200 
Across toe Threshold 
with David Melor. 24)0 
Alan Mam 44)0 
Margaret Howard. 64)0 
Countdown Top Tbn. 
700 Smooth Clashes. 
94)0 Sunday NWit at 
the Opera. HOO 
Michael Mappfrt 100 
Evening Concert 330 - 
64W Mark Griffiths. 
Virgin Racfio 

(12157 1t97-1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM ) 

630 Richard Aten. 
104)0 Danny Baker. 
130 Mark Forrest 44)0 
Janev Lee Grace 645 

London Calhg with 
Janey Lee Grace/ AM 
Pete and GeoK. 730 
Pate and Geoft 104N) 
James Merritt LOO 
Steve Power; 430 > 
630 Richard AJen 
World Service 


Sky Premier 
OjOS Fames Fatales 

730 Evita (1996 
945 American 
(Goes Wan 

(1991) (82755^. 10-45 

Mat9daf696) (58121H3V 

1230 Hofiywood Buzz 
Evita (1996) 

. 345 American 
Goes West 
. 54)0 

700 It SSS) 1 
930 Fam 
.930 Judes 
. 1143 Of 
land Shadows 




HOO 

_ . 230- 

Lcng Play (529466^. 


Sky Sports 1 

64M WMax (15B 


930 Alpine Sking (O620V 
1030 NonfcCombned 

Skfog (32S07JJ1OO SW 
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Channel 





fB8kHrLW) 
IOO Thr ' 


today's FA Cup matd 
- Manchester United v 
Chelsea, and Newcastle 
v Evgrton. PfoB coverage 

of today's Temente 
Scottish Cup quartertinal 
between Rangers and 
Falkirk. 

730 News Extra. 

730 Rugbyb Super 


The Wbrid Tbday. 
130 MerkSaa 24M The 
World Today. 230 Pick 
of the World 34)0 The 
World Today. 330 
Sports Roundup. 330 
Global Busariesa 4JM • 
TOO The World Today. 
TaBc Racfio 
630 My Favourite Teat 
TOO Sunday People 
wrth Pai Ross and 
Helen Gtosua 104)0 
Derek Draper and Peter 
Htotens. 124)0 Sunday 
Sport 630 My 
Favorite Year. 74)0 
Bast of ttie Week. 830 
James Whate. 130- 
64)0 MSte Dickin 


Sky MovleMax 
6-00 Bu ck aid the Magic 
Bracelet (S97) (S9451 
630 Talw Tbu- Best Shot 

(082) (5326a HUM Sty 

MaiSson (09S) 0280T 
1230 Buck and the I 

Bracelet (097) (7Zfl3V 
24)0 Take Var Best Shot 




1 of the Astro 
Monster (B65) {27B015MV 

Sky Cinema 
HIS) The Trafi of the 
Lonesome fine (S36) 

Arrow* f©^ 1 ® 
(4408736). SUB The Great- 
est Show on Earth ttasa 

(37944552V 435 A Gurfe 

Mamedjtai 0967) 

(2636646)1030 

I of 

.440 Sorrow^ 
5* (1949) (32087972). 


530 

530 Cdltranefe' Planes fflxJ 
Automobles (1297007V 
64)0 Shipwreck! 015945). 
700 The Supernatural 

.730 CreffiLres 

.530 

I fer Lost Worlds 
■ 930 Anc ient 
i (808830a. 
t04M Ancient Inventions 

HOO Ancient 
<B8TO1t3V 1230 

Discover Magaziie 
^943431 130 Justice 
fibs (3K62Ifl. 24)0 
Close. 

Sky One 

630 Hour of Rawer 

700 What a Mess 
730 Street Sharks 
. 84)0 Orson and 

,38945). 839 

■fettooed Teenage Alan 
~ 1 from Beverly Hfe 

, 930 anpsons 
930 Garfield and 
s jnaoov «30 

Item warn ( 979105 . ILOO 
Wforld WrestJng Feoeraton 
Siperstars (8C&W). 124)0 
Kuna Fu - the Legend 
Continues (2913$ IOO 
The New Adventures of 
Sicer man (19571). 230 
Beverty His, 90210(88810) 
34)0 VP 02571) 4-OQ 
StrtHttc Deep Space 
Nfoe (18378) 530 Ster 
Trek: Sfayagar fCja 630 
The Sfopscrs ttSSr) 830 
The Sfrnpsons 8939) 700 
Of me HI §484)730 
from the Sin 
S4M) EarttC Fhal 





(15945)630 
World Wide Rugby -Soper 
12s Tbunamerf ( 

64)0 Aerobics -OzStyte 
.630 Extreme 
94)0 
iMght 
Goals on 
: 1230 
I Tour Goff 
,430 Fbrd Golf 
„ . . 830 The 

Snow Show (3587) 630 
ajpar League Gateshead v 
Leeds (196007) 930 
Spanish Footbal 1 
1030 The! 

moo, 

"l Vi 

rtsh Foot- 
C bee. 

2 

1 Wbrid 

_ 74)0 Ae ro bi c s - 

UZ Style (526054^ 730 
Glens WoridSport Special 

. ILOO 

UrtWtBd (1961736) 
124)0 FA Cup Fo otbal 
%»csal 0377571) 100 

Chefeaa 93030842) 430 
■ Snoohsr LaMue 
.630»0jp 

Manchasw^^ed v 

Chelsea emeeVB30 
Fbrd Golf USA U 
HOO Eucpean Ibu - 1 
fo« 130 The Snow 

^ a0 ° 

Cbsft 

Sky Sports 3 

HM Futures in Sport 
1230 

>12953 

24)0 International 1 

Weal Incfes v AustraSa 

(33079604)430 The 
Snow Show (14250007) 
430 htemationai Cricket 
WestkKfcs vAustrate 
(77909823)030 Moto- 
' ‘ .930 Max 

1030 




.24)0 Ice! 

44K) Atttietics 
. 530 Ski Jimping 
1)700 Tbnrtis 
.830 toaStaaing 
4) rtLOOGportscen- 
) Atitieflcs 
45 Ski Jumping 
368) 1230 Oose 

UK Gold 

74)0 Angeb (8863823) 
Z30 Mddtemarah 
E88548* 830 BtekeS 
Seven (3288858) 935 
Dr Who OmnSxs - Planet 
of B7909939) H10 
DatesOmfous (1857B397) 
130 Ana Shenandoah 

&*&) (S54991) 330 The 

"n Omntous P0Q28945) 





745 Tb the Manor Bom 
’ 835 Only 

I Horses 
. 935 Black 
■IheThld (t383»«) 
945 Backaddert Christ- 

Pgtgte666BM145 
Whatever Happened to the 





130 Pride and 

M ^ r J« 62 ^230 

74 tO 

Screensho p i 

Levina 

; and Crew 
■ 630 ra ptus 2 

, Q40 fwEert 
tee Frog (98752113) 645 



TheX 
Mami 

TLOO South Park 
1130 Forever 

1230 Tbfis from 




830 Thy TOssi 

835 Thv and Crew 

630 Practical 

04)0 


930 Can't 
Cook 
1030 Brookaide 

(7W4216) 124)0 


1230 dosa 

TNT 

94)0 Hearts of the WwT , 
(1975) (33091026) HOP 3C 
Hours* (1964) (68066281) 

tas The Last ftxi ttanj -. 
(4557440a 34)0 Hearts n: 

the West (teTS) (17M0446) 

530 dosa 

Paramount 
Comedy Channol 

TOOJemy(502B)T30 , 

&ace Under fire (B46a - • 
64)0 Sen 

^ - 

Cheers K842). 040 

Cheers (&1533) lOOOTarS 
1030 Taxi j 
HOOSehfeW 
1130 Larry 

- - 

Duckman (75953) 1240 
Wb Know Where YbuUw 

KatzjKKi eg) 3-3 0 Tt»s 
and Fibs (37578) 34*0 

M o hts t an d (21866) 34g 
Abbott &Costefopt06) 

4L00 C3oe& 

Granada Plus 

630 Jason Kho 
(6886736 ) 7 4WBQaafe 

730T : 
(7W3810 «J00 WNcHng 
(4468291) 840 L»BBre 
and Greg (44S5S3. SOP 

Derrps ey and MshepreoB 

(777S45) «4» 

tea \fehet Rapes (75905 
9X30 Homes wwtSlyte 
(4558219. HOO B8UT>d 
Sherbck Hofoes Q6GSPR 

124M Jeeves andVtoSOr 

0946129) 130 low*** 

lipt 

nanaa (2W375S.44)Ojh® 
Hgh Chaparral (2052263- 
530 Coronation Sttrt 

730 Dharrre 
and Qog C2K37756) 600; 
Poirot (9^68^ 930 - 

Jeevee andWooeg 

®17280«. «30 Ora 

James (905BSQi-tUDV 
Ganada Men & Mcrtrt 
068865Q. 230 dm 
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Saturday radio 




&*** 




RADIO 1 

(97S-9S8MHZFM) 

7.00 Mark Goocfier. 104)0 
CSve Warren 1.00 Scott MSla 
34M) Radio Ik RW B Chart 
54)0 Judge Jutes. 74)0 Danny 
RampDng - Lovegroove Dance 
Party. 94)0 Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show. 124)0 Radio 1 
Reggae Danceha! Nfite. 24)0 The 

f Essential Mix; Victor Calderons 
4.0C }6J30 Annie Nighthgala 
RADIO 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Mo Dutta. 84)5 Brian 
Matthew. 104)0 Steve Wrightte 
Saturday Show, 14)0 The Smith 
Lectures. 130 Heated Roflers. 
24)0 Alan Freeman. 3410 

Johnnie Walker. 6,30 Paul 
GambaccinL 74)0 Hendrix on the 
Radio. See Pick of the Day. 84)0 
Comic Re Set: Meat Loaf in Con- 
cert 94M) Suzi 
Quatro: Rockin' with Suzi Q. 

104)0 Bob Harris. 100 Nicky 
Home 44)0 - 7.00 Mo Dutta 
RADIO 3 
(902-92.4 MHz FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94)0 CD Review. 

124)0 Private Passions. 

100 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime 
Concert (R) 


Pick of the Day 


ALTHOUGH THERE are 
entries for Lafcadio Hearn in 
biographical dictionaries, the 
name means little over here. 
In Japan, however; where he is 
still regarded as a great English 
writer almost a century after his 
death, it is uttered in a whisper 
of veneration, in Descendants 
(2.30pm R4). the journalist 
Richard Dowden traces the path 
of misfortune that lead his 


one-eyed ancestor to embrace 
the Japanese way of life with 
reciprocated warmth. 

A programme like Hendrix on 
the Radio (7pm R2) keeps the 
flame burning with excerpts 
from sessions the guitarist 
C right ) recorded at the BBC 
during his wild heyday and inter- 
views with friends, musicians 
and hangers-on to the legend. 

Dominic Cavendish 



845 II trovatore, parts 3 and 4 
9410 Between the Ears. The 
fourth of six newfy commissioned 
experiments in creative radio. 

The Church of Lanza’. 

Mario Lanza had a singing 
career that lasted ten years, and 
he canceled almost as many 
concerts as he gave. He was a 
boxer and a gargantuan eater 
who only ever sang one complete 
opera in pubfc. Lanza died 40 
years ago tire year, an obese, 


1230 The Sunday Format 
1235 Weather. 

100 News. 

Any Qur 
24)0 News;. 

010 0444 
230 Descendants. See Pick of 


; Any Answers? 0870 


the Day. 

X) Ne 


2XjBest of a 


—■•vert 


34)0 Young Artists' Forum. 

44)0 BBC National Orchestra of 

Wales. (R) 

430 Glennie Masterclass. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 
64)0 Jazz Century. 

630 Opera on 3 A gypsy 
woman bums a baby m revenge 
for her own mother's execution 
as a witch. She claims the child 


bloated and exhausted young 
re of the 



was her own, but 20 years later, 
3ed undi 


as her 'son 1 is hanged under 
orders from the Count efi Luna, 
his real identity is revealed The 
tragic revelation is a fitting efimax 
to one of Vertffs most compei&ig 



ckamas. Sung in Italian by 

....... 


Michele Crider, soprano (Leono- 
ra}. Elena Zaremba, mezzo (Azu- 
cena), Richard Margison, tenor 
(Manrico). Chorus and Orchestra 
of the Metropolitan Opera, New 


Yo^Jun Mark!. Parts 1 and 2. 
7-Wrhe 



1 Met Opera Qiiz. Stuart 
HamBton puts Ssteners 1 questions 
to opera fans Ken Benson 
Charles Osborne and Patrick 
Smith. 


man yet he remains one 

most celebrated and execrated 
tenor voices of the century, 
fcfofeed across the world In an 
original sound piece for Radfo 3, 
Jakko Jakszyk weaves the voices 
of LanzaSs family, friends and 
acolytes into a txxrtempltetion of 
the man and the myth. 

1045 Albion Ensemble. Dvorak; 
Serenade in D miner, Op 44 
Mozart Serenade in B flat, K361 
1130 Jazz on 3. 

100 -■ 64)0 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(924-946MHZ FM) 

64)0 News Briefing 
64)5 Sports Desk. 

640 Open Country. 

6JS7 Weather. 

74)0 Today. 

94JHD Home Truths 
10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

H00 News; The Food 

Programma 

1130 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

124)0 News; Money Box. 


34)0 News; The Saturday Play; 
Mr Harrison's Confession (R) 
44)0 News; Weekend Wbmarfe 
Hour. 

54)0 Saturday PM. 

530 TaBdng Pictures. 

534 Shipping Forecast 
537 Weather. 

6.00 Six Odock News. 

645 Live from London 
74)0 News; Saturday Review. 
7-45 Heavenly Thoughts: 

‘A Womans Work.', (n the last of 
three programmes, astronomer 
Jocelyn Befl Burnell recalls her 
struggle to become an astro- 
physicist and then to win accep- 
tance once she got there. (R) 
84)0 News: The Archive Hour 
Death In the Bush. Former ITN 
correspondent Desmond Hamffl 
recalls one of the bloodiest upris- 
ings in the last days of the British 
Empire - the Mau Mau emergency 
in Kenya, which claimed more 
than ten thousand Eves. 

94)0 News; The Classic Serial; 
Joseph Andrews. The conclusion 
of Henry Fiekftigls four-part com- 
ic masterpiece, ckamatised by 
Dominic Power. Joseph is raised 
to the gentry but finds tire is no 
consolation when his sweetheart, 
Fanny, is revealed to be his long- 
lost sister. With Norman Rodway, 


Matthew Dunster and Gabrielie 
Drake. Director Michael Fox. 
104)0 News and Weather.- 
1045 The Moral Maze. Michael 
Buerk and regulars Janet Daley, 
David Starkey. Ian Hargreaves 
and David Cook hvestigate the 
moral questions behind the 
weeks news. 

TLOO News; Airs of England. 
Richard Coles explores the 
diverse sounds of Victorian 
English music. 4: ’Singer on His 
Feet". While the Scots, Irish and 
Welsh are always seen as the 
rightful owners of British toft: 
music, Tony Engle argues pas- 
sionately for the traditional English 


singers and players whose music 
n the pubs and 


rang out from 
kiten 


lens of the working classes. 
1130 Fane Lines. 

124)0 News. 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 
Star Tales. (R) 

1230 The Late Story; Doolanls 
Daughter. 

12L48 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service 
530 World News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5410 Inshore Forecast 
5.50 - 64)0 Beds on Sunday. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

1200 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693, 909kHz MW) 

64)0 Dirty Tackle. 

630 Breakfast 
94)0 Chiles on Saturday. 


HOO Move It 

1130 You're Not Singing Any 
More. 

124K) Sportscafl. 

100 Sport on a Rugby Union; 
Five Nations commentary at 200 
from Paris, where last years 
champions France take on Wales. 
At 400; England play Ireland at 
Lansdowne Road Plus news of 
Scotland's friendly against Italy at 
Murrayfield FootbaM; quarter- 
finals of the FA Cup and the 
Tennents Scottish Cup 
630 The Late Six-O-Sbc. 

84)0 DaflynUK. 

94X) The Treatment 

10.00 Late Night Currie 
loo Up An Night 

2J55 The Australian Grand Prix. 

5.00 - 64)0 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

OOGO-K)t9MHz FM ) 

64)0 Sarah Lucas. 84)0 Count- 
down. 1100 Masters of Ther Art 
124)0 Mike Read 34)0 Margaret 
Howard. 64)0 Classic FM at the 
Movies. 74)0 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 94)0 Opera Guide. 10.00 
The Classic Quiz. 124)0 Mdrught 
Music 24)0 Evening Concert 
44)0 - 64)0 Sunday Start 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215, 1197- 1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM) 

6.00 Pete and Geoft 9.00 
Harriet Scott 124)0 Classic 
Countdown with Russ WHBams. 
24)0 Rock and Rofl Football. 

530 Wheels of Steel 10.00 
Janey Lee Grace. 200 - 64)0 
James Merritt 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO Newsdesk. 130 Best on 
Record 24K) The World Today. 
230 Agenda. 34H) The World 
Today. 3.15 Sports Roundup. 

330 World Business Review. 
3-45 Letter from America. 44)0 
The World Today. 430 Omnibus. 
54)0 The World Today. 530 - 
64)0 Mapping the World. 

TALK RADIO 

64K) OK to Talk. 84)0 Get Your 
Kit On with Bob MBs. 11.00 ftfs 
Round and White - with Tom 
Watt 200 Saturday Soccer. 

54)5 505 with Gary Newborn 
and Tom Watt 730 Nancy 
Roberta 10.00 Dave Barrett 
24)0 - 6.00 liffike Dickin. 


Satellite and Cable 




SKY PREUIER 

BJOO Lies He ToW (1996) (57525). IkOO 
Jingle Al the Way (©96) (91612) KLOO 
House Arrest (1996) (36612). 12JOO Wa 
the Jury (1996) (81235) 2UXJ Uss He Told 
(1996) (77983)4400 JtegteAl til© Way 
(1096) (89438) 5-30 House Arrest (1996) 
(338851 730 p.TBvtew (0083) 9JOO 
Speed 2: Cruise Control {£397) . 

(9152S382) 10-05 The Gfimmer Man 
(1996) (744506) tU40 Dead Cahi (1989) 
(885612) 1OT Dead Stance (1996) 
(964465) 34W A Modem Affair (1994) 
(53HB5) 4J5 - 6JD5 We the Jury (t996) 


PICK OF THE DAY 


’rtf.-* 

*-vtr 







SKY MOVIEMAX 

7.00 Femmes Fatales (18877) 7.30 
Action Heroes (1701186) W5 Movie Magic 
■ (3426964) 8-00 Cosmic Shock (1997) 

‘ (30506) TLOO Invtefate Dad (1997} 

(31032) too Femmes Fatales (17148) 

130 Action Heroes (5839728) 2.15 

- Movie Magic (793M19) 34» Battle for the 
Planet of the Apes (073) (98890) 54)0 

• hvisfote Dad (097) (15631) TOO Cosmic 

- Shock (097) (21341) SMM STng Blade 
p996) (89378506) tV20 Swingers (1996) 

- (560952) lOO C3ty of Industry (097) 
(34W65) 2-40 Critical Condition (087) 

- 7627SSV 445 - 6J0Q Showdown In Utte 
; Tokyo (091) (465991) 

" SKY CINEMA 

' WKJ President's Lady (053) (B951631) 
HOO Go West. Vtoung Man (030) 

5«T»7) 12J30 The Earth Dies 
. . Screaming (064) (6595761) 2JM 
Diplomatic Carter (052) (2740896) 4*00 

- - "he Story on Page One (05 ^ (732 7983) 

MW Presidents Lady (1950) (2720032) 
LOO- Days of Heaven (19789 (27328//) 

0.. ,\The Guns of Navarone (061) 
1299070) 12J30 BadtendS (1973) 

2955991) 2J>5 The Seven-Ups fttTSQ 
250373) 3JS0 No Th» tor Love (1943) 

... 297B7991) 510 Cfosa 
-ILMFOUR 

LOO The Cosmic Man (059) (8701709) 
SO Macross Plus (9672322) BJOO Other 
‘ eoptea Money (091) (0746472®. See 
ickofthe Day. 9M Seven Shiny Cotes 

- >805964) 104)0 Tin Men (087) 

1135902) See Pick of the Day. tL50 Ho- 

. i (80-13001) 12-00 1 am Curious - 

enow (067) (7380303) 24K) Night of the 
agte (1962) (910571) 3OT ■ «4» Star- 
USl (STS) (4778007) 

IISCOVERY CHANNEL 

JOO Flightpam (322780) 54)0 Century 
t Warfare (8881934). 6-00 Cantuy of 
briare (048273) 74H) hvis«e Places 


DANNY DEVITO (right) has 
made a little go a long way. He 
is pet$ap$£tiii5 best in weasel- 
Hk k roles:- such .as this one.jn 
Other People’s Money <8pm 
FQmFbur). In Norman Jewison’s 
enjoyable romp, DeVito plays 
an unscrupulous asset-stripper. 
"I like dogs, donuts and money" 
he enthuses, “but .best of all, I 
like money. It doesn’t make you 
fat, and it doesn't poop on your 
carpet” He is equally well-cast 
in the second half of FOmlburis 


DeVito double bill. Tin Men 
(10 pm), where be and Bichard 
Pr^fiiss play waryiqg salesmen, 
. Tonight’s episode of Test 
Pilots (9pm Discovery) charts 
the course of experimental 
flight It follows a naval test 
pilot as .be attempts a "spin 
recovery”, which in layman’s 
terms is the set of manoeuvres 
required to regain control of a 
fighter-jet that has gone into a 
strong tail-spin. 

James Hampton 



(809WJ9) 8JX) Fast Care (B006167) 

94)0 -fest Ptote (8019631) See Pfcfr o/tfie 
Day. KkOO Extreme Machines 03069490) 
UOO Century of Wfartare (89 76341 ) 
12-00 Century of Warfare (9527571) 

14)0 weapons df Viter (9551002) 24H> 
Close. 

SKY ONE 

TOO Whet a Mesa 033709) 740 Street 
Sharks (35544) 84)0 The Adventures of 
Stebad (83983) 94)0 The SmpsonS 
(96506) JL30 Garfield and Friends 
(30438) 104)0 Xana - Warrior Princess 
(31728) 114)0 World Wreslling Federation 
Live Wire (t®64) 124)0 World wresting 
Federation Shot Gun (13781) 14K) The 
New Adventures of Superman (39709) 
24)0 American Dumbest Criminate 
(3380) 3L30 America!! Dumbest 
Criminate (6070) 34)0 Guityl (42709) 
44)0 Star Trek; Deep Space Nine 
(54544) 54)0 Star Trek; \toyager (B457) 
64)0 Xena: Vterrior Princess (42273) 

7JOO VIP (56490) 84H) JAG (73438) 
94M Ften: Sky One Special Feature; 

D« Hard 2 (1990? (9674807C) 1145 Bear 
the Crusher (843254) 1245 Showbiz 
Weekly (30858) 12M The Big Easy 
(797552) 1*45 F ire (793736 ) 2^45 - 
64M> Long Play (58913378) 

SKY SPORTS 1 
6-00 Hold the Back Page (18964) ZOO 
Sky Sports Centre (31544) 84H) Aerobics 
- Oz Style (75612)84)0 Racing News 
(74983) 94)0 Siper League Ctasstee 
Wigan vs sHutl (B4631) 10.00 Austraian 


Rugby League (12631) 124)0 Gietts 
Soccer Saturday (9433520) 54M World 
Wide F^u^jy - Super 12s Tournament 
(64612) 74M> Budwefeer Baskatbal 
(61982) 9-00 Satuday Fight Night 
(17525) tLOO GSeDB World Sport Special 
(71230) 1V30 FA Cup Special (14419) 
14)0 Spanish Footbal (95303) 34)0 
Saturday Fight tight (4791Q. 54M) • 64)0 
Moto Cross (560 07) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

84)0 Sports UnSrrited (3269542) 

74)0 Aerobtes- Oz Style (69T1231) 7J30 
Racing News (396016) 84)0 Soccer AM 
(6642322) 124)0 World Wide Rugby - 
Super 12s Toimament (6419065) 130 
Extreme Suing (1460230)24)0 Crictet 
West indtes vs AustraSa (4239S70) 44)0 
Second tentegs (80159S2) 4^0 Cricket 
West Indtes vs AustraSa (8624700) 9-00 
Ford Golf USA (9836099) 124)0 Euro- 
pean Totr Goa (8679552) 24)0 Basket- 
ball (2933303) 44)0 Max Power 
(1091804) 54X) World Sport (8762216) 
5-30 - BjOO Extreme SaBng (2521991) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 Max Power (0870500) 14)0 
European Tour Golf (35629612) 54)0 
Extreme SaBng (27439070) 5J0 FA Cup 
Special (B79278Q) 74X) Cycfing 
(2*26506) 7.30 GileTtB World Sport 
Special (M353M8) 84M Spanish Footbal 
(33190341) 104H) Vlforldwfde Rugby 
(19193693) H30 Cycfing (9C04051) 
12.00 Closa 


EUROSPORT 

730 Athletics (64051) &30 Alpine Sk&ng 
(BTJ86) 10 .30 Biatrton (89810) 114)0 
Alpine Sdteg (04070) 124)0 NonficCom- 
bteed SkSng (17186) 14)0 Athletics 
(93506) 24K) Biathion (39896) 34K) 
Cross-Cocrtry SkSng (B6167) 44)0 
BSaWon (08902) 54)0 SW Jumping 
(83446815) 6.45 Tennis (8225438) 84K) 
Tennis (7612) 8^0 Ice Skating (82032) 
104)0 Athletics (23457) H-OO Sumo 
(52235) 124)0 BcwSng (68002). 14)0 


UK GOLD 

74M Angels (B9690S1) 7<30 Neighbours 
Ormtous (63t2T709) 9J25 Dalas 
Omnibus (17194051) 1240 EastEnders 
Omnibus (6213341) 34)0 The Bfl 
Omnfcus (50637B93) 5J20 ButterfSes 
(2B36983) 6.00 FBm: Doctor at Large 
(1957) (8007896)84)0 What a Cany Ori 
(2782690) &3S Harry Enfield and Chums 
(3057877) 945 The TTtin Blue Line 
(1484877) 9^5 Bed Dwarf V (6206544) 
104)5 Monty Pythorfe Flying Circus 
(3107631) tUS Live at Jcrigieurs 
(85^322) 1LSO FBm: Sweet Lfoerty 
(1986) (6836235) 145 Yes. Mrteter 
(T848991) 220 Rock Goes to Colege 
(3102194) 34)0 • 74)0 Shopping wflh 
Screenshop (8327552) 

LIVING 

6LOO Tiny and Crew (79855720) GL20 10 
(dus 2 (48239781) 640 PhBbert the Frog 
(98858341) 645 Greedysaurus and the 


Gang (96857612) 540 Polra Dot Shorts 
(98845877) 74)0 Practical Parenting 
(3624544) 74)5 Alfred J Kwak (7776273) 
7.25 Tiny and Craw ‘98 (3603051) 74)0 
Calou (6226099) 735 Bug Alert 
(7197631) 745 Parenting (9212683) BJOO 
Johnson and Friends (8676877) 8J0 Tiny 
and Crew '98 (1623254) 815 Bedtime 
Stories (8664032) 8425 Babaloos 
(162B7D0) 84)0 Tiny Tates (349649C9. 
8J5 Tny and Crew (4333728) 830 
Parenting (0860457) 94)0 Mrs Greerv 
thurfos (B547896) 9-30 LA LawOmnbuE 
(8534411) 124H) The Jarry Sprhger 
Weelrend -from NSdday to Midnight 
(2653964) 84H) The Jerry Springer UK 
Special - behind the Scenes (0039167) 
840 The Jerry Springer Shew - UK 
Special (8880525) 930 Jerry Springer 
Weekend (4294525) 124)0 Closa 

TNT 

94)0 The Biggest Bixidte of Them Al 
(1968) (33197254) tLOO The Cindnnati 
Kid (1965) (23010490) 14)0 Guns for San 
Sebastian (S68) £23938842) 34M) The 
Biggest Bmde of Them Al (1968) 
(TO366W) 54)0 Oosa 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

74)0 Jemy (1438) 730 Grace Under Fre 
(4457) 84M) Sen (5506) 830 Spin City 
(9693)94)0 Drop the Dead Donkey 
£67032) 930 Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
(81761) 104H) Frasier (77070) 1030 
Cheers (53490) 114)0 SeteteW (79877) 
1130 The Larry Sanders Show (30520) 
124X1 Fflnu Kb a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad 
World (1963) (53419151) 230 Gogs 
(4829823)34)0 NJghtetand (85484) 330 
Abbott & Gostelo (34644) 44)0 Oosa 

GRANADA PLUS 

8.00 Jason King (0982964) 7-00 Bootste 
and Snudge (3304001) 730 That's My 
Boy (4859990) 84)0 Watching (4579709) 
830 No Strtegs (4561780) 94X) Meson: 
ImposstJle (7708273) 104H) Persuaders 
(2754362) H.OO Man In a Suitcase 
(8354506) 124)0 Rdders Three 
(4572890) 1230 Emmerdale (1609964) 
34X) Bonanza (2179983) 430 The High 
Chaparral (2158490) 530 Hawaa Five-O 
(4413998) 64H) The Persuaders 
0968341) 730 Mission: [mposstele 
0289148) BJOO The Ftetum of Sherlock 
Holmes (9298896) 930 Audience with 
Dame Edna Everage (9278032) 10.00 An 
Audience with Dudley Moore (92884159. 
tLOO As Granada Men & Motors until 
2D0am (2338344) ZJOO Oosa 


ftFOTONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 



BC1 N IRELAND 

y» BBCl except: &40 FnaJ Score 
00235) 630 Northern TetandRMUte 
50457). 630 Newsline (498490) tt-55 
irkinson P08506) 1230 Jasp^Cerrott 
3eck to the Front (3043804) LOT Top of 
e Pops (952166®. L50 Jdns BBC 

3WS 24 (18256133) 

BC1 SCOTLAND 
B BBCl except: 1245 Grandstand 
jm Scotland (7550457)1J0&X3t^i 
jp Football BuBd-Up fn4S278CD1OT A 
jgby Union Preview Scotland v Maiy. A 
□fcahead to this afternoon's n^oh at 
urrayfleW. (57920520) 

73612) 245 Scottish Cup f^o^Taam 
sws (40880032) 230 ffoQty. 
attend v Italy 15334983) 345 F^y ■ 

lion France v Wales (4W»2^3OT 

jgby Urton Scotland v Italy 
30 Rugby Union Ire&ndv Engbnd 

Bel A*. American sitcom abou t a 
-setwise kid from a Phfladelphla ghetto 
to bves in the wealthiest community hi 
lStorrta. (784148) 630 Reporting 
Gotland (498490) 1035 SportscenS - 


Match of the Day (6736322) 1L55 The 
Uy Savage Show (957902) 

BBCl WALES 


As BBCl except: 940 Final Score 
(696544) 5.50 Wales 


on Saturday 

(709457) 630 Wales Today (498490) 

ANGLIA 

A* LWT except: 1230 Stepping the 
Wbrld Richard Hal visits California, 
stopping off at San Francisco where he 
goes to Alcatraz, Chinatown, the Gddan 
Sara Bridge, and sees a colony of seals. 
Then ifs onto Carmel. Los An geles, 
Beveriy KBs and Disneyland (87322) 

135 Ang8a News and Weether 
(41466983) 330 Airwolt Action 
arivanture series about a 
hateoptar aid Its heroic pflot (6321457) 
S3S Anrda News and Sport (377 9815) 
SSonSvb; Wteekend Weather (928772) 

CENTRAL _ , , 

Aa LWT excepts 1230 Premiere. A 
Ively guide te> what's rsi in the Central 
region, covering music, movtes, art and 

theatre. (87322)106 Central News and 
Weather W1466983) B30 TtneCop 
(6321457) 535 Centra l News. Waather 
and Goals Extra (37798B) 540 SpOtStfit 
Asia (8022945) 


HTV WALES 

As LWT except: 1230 Movies, 
Games and Videos (87322) 130 News 
Heacflnes; National WSaihar (4H67612) 
135 HTV News (44466980) 3-50 Pirate 
TV. TWo friends embark on a journey 
around Britain's best adventue sports 
locations In an attempt at setting up their 
awn television station. In this edition, the 
duo attempt to Interview cSmber Jerry 
MoffatL P783254) 430 Dinosaurs 

. 535 HTV Wales News and 


WESTGOUNTRY 

As LWT except: 1230 Movies, 
Games and Videos (87322) 135 
VUwtceuntry News (41468983) 330 
seaQuest DSV. Sci-fi drama series set 
aboard a futuristic submarina Tony and 
Dagwood share a strange (team caused 
by a psychic intent on getting his hands 


on some of the seaQuesfs carga 
try News 


HTV WEST 

As HTV Wahn excepts 1230 

Sportsweek (87322) LOO News; Weather 
(41467612) 3-50 Movies, Gaines and 
Videos (9783254) 430 Pirate TV 
£763438) £35 HTV Vlfest News and 
sport (3779815) 530 Vltest Match Plus 
(SW1033) 1030 News HeacSnes; 

National weather p28772) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT iges pfc 1230 Her Pressure 
(07322) L05 Meridten News and viteather 


(41466983)330 HoOywoocfs Greatest 
535 Meridten News 


Stunts (6321457) 

and weather (37798B) 10 30 News; 
Weather (926772) 


.. 535 Wesicountry 1 

^3779815) 1030 News; Weekend 
Weather (928772) 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT except: 1230 Dnosaure 
Domesticated dinosaur sitcom. When Earl 
is told he can taka a vacation, the 
Stedairs visit VfeSaySoLand, an 
amusement park, but find it less thai 
amufting. (87322) 105 Calendar News 
and Weather (41466983) 935 Calendar 
News and Wteather pn9772) sjo Goals 
Extra (4096341) 1030 News; Weather 
(928772) 

TYNE TEES 

As yprksMra except: 135 North 
East News and Weather (41466883) 535 
North East News and Weather (3tS77a. 
540 Full Tima AO me action, news and 
reports on the days North East sport 
(4096341) 


S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 130 The 

Three Stooges (70318167) 1.20 Rygbi: 
Pencarapwriaeth y Pun Gwlad 1999 
(46469612) 335 Newyddcxi £0780032) 
430 Channel 4 Racing from Doncast er 
53101964) 535 FBm: The Oklahoma 
Wd*. James Cagney takes the title rbte in 
land rush Western. Cagney didn't sit in the 
saddle too often and neither did his 
adversary - none other than Humphrey 
t is outlaw leader Whip McCord. 
457) 630 Flm: Cmon MtdfiefcL 
- drama. (3trJ06t2) 7^5 
NewydtSon a Chwaraeon (80238438) 
BJOO Qwahoddtad (90436761) 830 
DOyn Ddoe: Megan Lloyd George 
. 930 Dan yr Wyneb 
; 930 The Coroner 
1030 lop Ten - Heavy Metal 
.1235 Sounds of t he Sub urbs 
12^40 Exptotica (32767361 
ids Expfeltrajl (4754620) 135 Pop-Up 
Video (7363571) 230 ram: House on a 
Bare Mountain. Adult drama about a 



Charm school for buxom young 1 

peace on the night 


which is raided by the . 
of their annual costume bal 
335 Trfo fl2433W!) 330 
(16830620) 335 Hffl Street 
435 Cfosa 


ere 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


Chess 


JON Speelm.an 


WHILE THE boys have been bash- 
ing each others’ brains out in Lin- 
ares, Fide's work! champion Anatoly 
Karpov has also been in action, in 
sadly pale contrast, in a match with 
Jeroen Piket in Monaco. 

Organised by the Dutch multi- 
millionaire Joop van Oosterom’s As- 
sociation, Max Euwe, this 
eight-game contest took place from 
21 Ifetanaiy to 2 March. It contained 
hard fighting chess with both play- 
ers generally working hard as White 
in the opening to try to establish 
small advantages and then striving 
vigorously to convert them. There 
were also some passages of at- 
tacking play. But the final disap- 
pointing if worthy result was 
complete deadlock in eight draws. 

Disappointing, that is, to us the 
(virtual) onlookers and to Karpov. 
But certainly not to Jeroen Piket, 
currently rated 30th in the world on 
2,619. who showed excellent tech- 
nique and nerves. Even as a shad- 
ow of his former greatness, Karpov 
still has the raw power to play sup- 
erb chess. But nowadays be requires 
some “encouragement” from the op- 
ponent and it is greatly' to Piket's 
credit this was not forthcoming. 

Since his pyrrhic victory against 
an exhausted Viswanathan Anand 
last January Karpov has, under- 
standably but annoyingly, done 
everything in his power to prolong 
his reign as Fide champion to the 
stipulated two years. Nevertheless, 
the Fide Championships are cur- 
rently still scheduled for June/July 
allegedly in Las Vegas - though I’ll 
believe it when I see it 

A new champion from there 
would have real credibility. The 
even more difficult task of effecting 
some sort of reconciliation with 


Gary' Kasparov could then begin. 

litis was the third game. Karpov 
got a reasonable position in the 
opening - of course he avoided 13 
...Rxe3? when 14 Bxffi! (but not 14 
Bh7+? NxhT'.J NxfB 15 Bh7+ wins 
material. Piket gave up the ex- 
change in return for two potentially 
dangerous passed pawns and play 
on the black squares but Karpov's 
passed "a pawn" gave counterplay. 

Black can tiy 28 .. .Qb7 but after 
29 JRbl! it doesn’t achieve much. On 
move 30, Karpov decided to ban out 
by returning the exchange. The re- 
sultant endgame was favourable to 
White but Karpov held fairly easily. 


Bridge 


ALAN HIRON 

THIS WAS a deal of fluctuating for- 
tunes. There was a straight- 
forward play for South to make his 
grand slam but, as it seemed 
unlikely to succeed, declarer tried 
another tack. When this seemed to 
have failed, he committed the car- 
dinal sin of conceding one off, 
haring unknowingly readied a win- 
ning position! 

West chose a good moment to 
open Three Hearts but, in spite of 
this, North-South did well to reach 
the grand slam in spades - not an 
easy task, haring started the bid- 
ding at such a high level West led 
the king of hearts against Seven 
Spades and declarer could see only 
12 top winners. There were, how- 
ever many chances - the dubs 
might break evenly and there were 
all sorts of squeeze possibilities. As 
the cards lay simply playing off all 
the trumps and the two top dia- 
monds would have squeezed West 
in hearts and dubs but as flfest was 
marked with long hearts, the 
chance of him holding the clubs as 
well seemed remote. 

Perhaps a double squeeze? 
thought South. Ah! That looked 
promising - with West holding the 
heart and East the dubs, neither 
could keep a diamond guard. So he 
drew four rounds of trumps and 
tested the dubs. Tb his annoyance, 
it was West who held the length 
there all the time. With the com- 


North-South fame; dealer West 
North 
♦AJ4 
^1086 
0 A 8 4 
♦ K 7 6 5 

West East 

♦ none 47 5 3 2 

S7KQJ975 S?432 
0 Q 10 3 0 J 7 6 2 

♦J 108 4 . 432 

South 

4KQ10986 
S7A 
OK 9 5 
♦AQ9 


ment “Someone will make a dia- 
mond at the end!" he gave up 
(snatching defeat from the jaws of 
victory! . 

I said that he was in a winning 
position - why should he have 
played on? The key factor is that 
West happened to hold two of the 
three missing diamond honours. 
After three rounds of dubs South 
should ruff a heart in hand and cash 
his last trump. West would be 
forced to retain *7Q and 4J in 
front of dummy, so compelled to 
bare his queen of diamonds. Then 
the ace of diamonds could be fol- 
lowed by the now marked finesse 
of the nine for the 13th trick. 


Concise Crossword 


No3863 Saturday 6 March 



ACROSS 


I Occupy entire space 
within (4) 

3 Washes (8) 

9 Conductor’s stick (5) 

10 Whole number (7) 

II Supernatural being (3) 

13 Debauchee (9) 

14 Activity (6) 

16 Customer ( 6 ) 

15 Footwear (4-5) 

20 Cutiinaiool (3) 

22 Greed“(7) 

23 Rebuke 15) 

25 Subtle additional 
meaning (S) 

Ring of bells (4) 


DOWN 

Story with moral (5) 


OT character f3) 

on hip (6) 


With hand on I 
Normal ( 7 ) 

Kitchen uteosils (3-6) 
Snake (7) 

Blue dye (41 
12 Hold spellbound (9) 

14 Ruminant (7) 

15 Radical (7) 

17 Rule (6) 

19 Footwear item (4) 

Turn sharply (5) 


21 


24 Frozen water (3) 


26 


Solution to yesterday's concise Cresswonl: 


ACROSS: 1 Seen is. 4 Sybil 1 Sensible!. 8 Recap, 9 Theorem. 10 Neuual. 1 1 
. IS Inch. IS Sic 21 Obey. 2-1 Almoner, ^5 Sullana. 26 


Shin. 12 Lid. 14 Lens. 

Needy, -7 Notch, 28 Asicm. DOWN: 1 Sprint, 2 Eiclnde. 3 Top brass 4 Seed, 
S Birch, 6 Lament, 7 Still, 13 Diamonds 16 Concede, 17 Worsen, 19 Canal. 2U 
Crayon, 22 Eilat, 24 Rash. 


) 


te 


White: Jeroen Piket 

.. 

White: Anatoly Karpov' 


Nimzo -Indian Defence 

r. 

1 d4 Nf6 

27 Ral Nxc5 

1 

2 c4 e6 

28dxc5 Re8 


3 Nc3 Bb4 

29 K£2 Qf6 

.» 

4 Qc2 0-0 

30 Ra2 Reb8 

i 

a a3 Bxc3+ 

31 BxbSRxbfi 

1 

6 Qxc3 b6 

32 Ne2 c3 


7 Bg5 Bb7 

33 Qxc3 Qxc3 


8 £3 d5 

34 Nxc3 R.\b4 


9e3 Nbd7 

35 Rxa3 RlS 


10 cxd5 exd5 

36 Ne2 Rxc5 


11 Bd3 He 8 

37 Nd4 BdT 


12 Ne 2 h 6 

38 Ra8+ Kg? 


13 Bh4 c5 

39 Ra7 Bc8 


14 0-0 Qe7 

40 g4 Kf6 


15 B£a5 

41 h3ha 


I6b4axb4 

42 gxha Bxh3 


17axb4 c4 

43h6Bc6 


18 Bc2 b5 

44 Ra6 Rc4 


19 Qb2 Bc6 

45 Ke2 Rc8 


20 Nc3 Nb6 

46 f4 gxf4 


21 Ra5! Na4 

47 exf4 Rh8 


22 Bxa4 bxa4 

48 6 Ke5 


23 Rc5 a3 

49 free free 


24 Qd2 RecS 

50 Nf3+ Kf6 


25 Bh4 g5 

51 Nd4 Ke5 


26 Bg3 Nd7 

52 Nxe6 
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